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 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Project Title: Hieronymous Park Pond fish stocking 
                                                    
 
Division/Bureau:Fisheries Division           
                   
 

1. Program: We plan to stock rainbow trout in Hieronymous Park 

Pond,Hamilton,Montana. We have no past record of any 

stocking in Hieronymous Pond. It is approximately 2 acres in 

size and lies completely within Hieronymous Park, which is 

owned by the city of Hamilton. The project is part of a 

coopetative effort between MFWP, the city of Hamilton and 

the Bitterroot Chapter of Trout Unlimited. The pond is hot 

ideal habitat for trout since it is only about 9-10 feet 

deep and most of the pond area is 5-6 feet deep. However it 

probably receives spring inflows and it does support 

populations of suckers and minnows. It would be managed as a 

put and take fishery, primarily for local youth.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POTENTIAL IMPACT ON PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
    
 

  
 
MAJOR 

 
 
MODERATE 

 
 
MINOR 

 
 
NONE 

 
 
UNKNOWN 

COMMENTS ON 
 ATTACHED   
  PAGES 

1. Terrestrial & aquatic  
life and habitats 

 x    x 

2. Water quality, quantity & 
distribution 

   x   

3. Geology & soil quality, 
stability & moisture 

   x   

4. Vegetation cover, 
quantity & quality 

   x   

5. Aesthetics    x   

6. Air quality    x   

7. Unique, endangered, 
fragile, or limited 
environmental resources 

  x   x 

8. Demands on environmental 
resources of land, water, 
air & energy 

   x   

9. Historical & 
archaeological sites 

   x   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 

 

  
 
MAJOR 

 
 
MODERATE 

 
 
MINOR 

 
 
NONE 

 
 
UNKNOWN 

COMMENTS ON 
 ATTACHED 
  PAGES 

1. Social structures & 
mores 

   x   

2. Cultural uniqueness & 
diversity 

   x   

3. Local & state tax 
base & tax revenue 

   x   

4. Agricultural or 
industrial production 

   x   

5. Human health    x   

6. Quantity & 
distribution of 
community & personal 
income 

   x   

7. Access to & quality 
of recreational and 
wilderness activities 

  x   x 



8. Quantity & 
distribution of 
employment 

   x   

9. Distribution & 
density of population & 
housing 

   x   

10. Demands for 
government services 

  x   x 

11. Industrial & 
commercial activity 

   x   

12. Demands for energy    x   

13. Locally adopted 
environmental plans & 
goals 

   x   

14. Transportation 
networks & traffic flows 

  x   x 

 
 

Potential impact on physical environment 
Comments: 
 
1. terrestrial and aquatic life and habitats – The pond is known to 

support at least 4 species of fish including largescale and longnose 
sucker, northern pikeminnow and redside shiner. The rainbow trout 
would likely compete with these species for food and space. Increased 
angling would occur when the trout are stocked and likely would result 
in more of the present species being caught. Hieronymous Pond is 
adjacent to and drains into the Corvallis Canal. It is likely that 
some rainbow trout could escape into the canal. The canal carries 
water diverted out of the Bitterroot River and supports a population 
of fish from the river, including rainbow, brown and cutthroat trout 
and mountain whitefish. The effect of some rainbow trout escaping into 
the canal would be minor. Terrestrial and semi- aquatic species would 
also be affected due to the increased use if the area by people. 
Avoidance of the area by certain species could occur and disturbance 
of species using the area would increase.  

 
7. Endangered species – Bald Eagles are seen along the river in this 
area and may occasionally use the pond. With increased use by humans, 
the use of the area by eagles may be less.   
 
Potential impacts on human environment: 
 
7. This action should make recreational fishing available to more young 
anglers. 
 
10. Stocking of rainbow trout by MFWP would have to occur on a regular 
basis. 
 
14. Traffic flows could be affected some as more people use the park. 
 

 
Other groups or agencies contacted or which may have overlapping 
jurisdiction                                                          
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