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TO: Governor's Office, Attn: Todd O'Hair, PO Box 200801, Helena, 59620-0801
Environmental Quality Council, PO Box 201704, Helena, 59620-1704
*Dept. of Environmental Quality, Planning, Prevention & Assistance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901
*Dept. of Environmental Quality, Permitting Compliance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901
DNRC, PO Box 201601, Helena, 59620-1601; Kalispell: Jon Dahlberg
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks - Director's Office: Reg Peterson; Parks: Allan Kuser; Design & Construction:
PaulValle; Legal Unit: Brandi Fisher
*SHPO, PO Box 201202, Helena, 59620-1202
*Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena, 59620-1800 (e-mailed)
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental lnformation Center, PO Box 1184, Helena,59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena,59624
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parks Foundation, PO Box 728, Libby, 59923
Montana State Parks Association, PO Box 699, Billings, 59103
Joe Gutkoski, President, Montana River Action Network, 304 N 18th Ave., Bozeman, 59715
Rep. VerdellJackson, 555 Wagner Lane, Kalispell, 59901
Rep. Bob Lawson, Box 686, Whitefish, 59937
Rep. Stanley Fisher, 76 Golf Terrace Drive, Bigfork, 5991 1-6252
Sen. Bob Keenan, Box 697, Bigfork, 5991 1-0697
Sen Bob DePratu, PO Box 1217, Whitefish, 59937-1217
Flathead County Commissioners, 800 S Main Street, Kalispell, 59901
Lake County Commissioners, 106 Fourth Avenue E, Polson, 59860
Flathead County Library, 247 Fist Avenue E, Kalispell, 59901
Flathead County Library, 521 Electric Avenue, Bigfork, 59911

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), Region One, has written a draft EnvironmentalAssessment (EA) for
the purpose of installing vault toilets at Swan River, Kokanee Bend, Beaver Lake, and Thompson Chain of
Lakes Little McGregor, McGregor Lake, and Lower Thompson Lake. The toilets would be installed as
funding and logistics allow.

The draft EA will be out for public review until June 15,2004. Please direct your questions or comments to

/ni
Enclosure

*E-mailed
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FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS

Region One
Fishing Access Sites

Vault Toilet Installations

MEPA/N EPA/H 8495 CH ECKLIST

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Proposed State Action:

The proposed action is to install vault toilets at Swan River, Kokanee Bend, Beaver Lake,
and Thompson Chain of Lakes Little McGregor Site B1, McGregor Lake Site A3, and
Lower Thompson Lake Site C10. Currently there are no vault toilets at these locations,
although a porta-potty is rented seasonally at Little McGregor. The sealed vault toilets
will be the same design used at other fishing access sites, consisting of a sealed concrete
vault, with an aggregate-surface concrete toilet building. The toilets would be installed as

funding and logistics allow.

At Beaver Lake, the land that the fishing access site (FAS) is on is owned by the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, State Lands Division, and leased by
Fish, Wildlife & Parks. Issues with the current lease will have to be resolved before this
vault toilet is installed.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action: Montana Codes Annotated 23-l-rc1

3. Name of Project: Fishing Access Sites Vault Toilet Installations

4. Name, Address, and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the
agency):

5. lf Applicable:

Estimated Gonstruction/Gommencement Date:
Estimated Completion Date:
Gurrent Status of Project Design (% complete):

July 1 ,2004
July 1 ,2007
20o/o

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range, and township):

See Appendix A for locations:

Swan River: 32, T26N, Rl9W: 3 miles east of Bigfork on Hwy
209, then 1.5 miles south and east on county road at
Ferndale, Lake County.

1
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Kokanee Bend:

Beaver Lake:

Thompson Chain of Lakes:

Little McGregor Bl:

McGregor A3:

Acr€

(a) Develooedr

r€sidentlal
lndustrial

(b) ooen

(c) wetlanda/RiParJ'an Ar€aa ...

S19, T30N, R20W: 14 miles north of Kalispell on

Hwy 2 to milepost 136, then 3 miles west on county

road, Flathead CountY.

S20. T3lN. M2W: 6 % miles northwest of
Whitefish on Hwy 93, right on Beaver Lake Road,

follow signs for 1.5 miles, Flathead County.

59, T26N, R25W: Highway 2, 40 miles west of
Kalispell, tum north on access road, 1.5 miles,

Flathead County.

54, T26N, R25W: Highway 2, 28 miles west of
Kalispell, turn south on access road, 1 mile,
Flathead County.

S13, T26N, R28W: 45 miles west of Kalispell on

Highway 2, turn south on the Lang Creek cutoff
road, and north on the ACM Road, travel

approximately 1 mile, Flathead County.

7.

L,ower Thompson C10:

project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected

that are currently:
Acrea

(d) Floodplain...

(e) ProductLve:

LrrLoac€d crooland..
drv crooland........
forestsrv

ranqaland

other.

g. Map/Site Plan: Attach an original8y"" x 11" or larger section of the most
recent USGS 7.5'series topographic map showing the location and

boundaries of the area that would be affected by the proposed action. A

different map scate may be substituted if more appropriate or if required by

agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be attached.

See Appendix A.

FAS VaultToilet Installation Public Review Drat 5/14104
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(a) Permits:

Aoencv Name

9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project, Including the
Benefits and Purpose of the Proposed Action:

The proposed action is to install vault toilets at Swan River, Kokanee Bend, Beaver Lake,

and Thompson Chain of Lakes Little McGregor Site Bl, McGregor Lake Site .{3, and

Lower Thompson Lake Site C10. Cunently there are no vault toilets at these locations,
although a porta-potty is rented seasonally at Little McGregor. The sealed vault toilets
will be the same design used at other fishing access sites, consisting of a sealed concrete
vault, with an aggregate-surface concrete toilet building. The toilets would be installed as

funding and logistics allow.

The benefit of this project would be the availability of sanitary facilities to the public, the
reduction in waste materials being left on the ground, and protection of the groundwater

by the use of sealed vaults.

The cost of the project will be felt in the purchase of the vault and the required upkeep
and maintenance.

Listing of Any Other Local, State, or Federal Agency That Has Overlapping
or Additional J urisdiction :

10.

Permit Date Filed/#

(b) Funding:

Aqencv Name Fundinq Amount

(c) OtherOverlapping orAdditional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

Aqencv Name Tvpe of Resoonsibilitv

11. List of Agencies Gonsulted During Preparation of the EA:

FAS Vault Toilet Installation Public Review Draft 5l14lO4
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PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

1. Evaluation of the impacts of the proposed action, including secondary and cumulative

impacts on the physical and human environment.

Can Iqtact
B€

IrtitlgatedO

1. I,AT.ID RESOI'RCES

-

w1.11 the proposed actLon resulB lnr Potentlally
Sl"gnif icant

>a. Soil lnstabllity or changas I'n
Lc substructur€?

b. DisruptLon, digplac€msng, eroslon,
coqlaction, noiature logs, or over-
covering of aoLl, whLch would reduce

ivitv or fertlll

>c. Destruction, coverlng, or
nodifLcation of any unique geologlc or

d. Changea in 8l.Itatj.on, depogltLon, or
eroglon patt€rna that may modJ.fy the
channel of a river or atr€an, or the bed
or shore of a lake?

6. Exlrosur€ of people or ProEorty to
earthquakes, landslldes, ground faLlure,
or oth€r natural hazard?

f. Other (ligt)

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Narratsivo D€scrlPtLon
pagea of narratl've if

Evaluatl.on of GrcnrlatLve Secondary Eff,€cts on Resource8 (Attach addi

1b. SoLl dl'turbance and corqractlon w!11 occur durlng conatructLon. After the vaulta are Lngtalled, native
graaa€s will be planted t'o reduce eroaion and the invagl'on of noxloue weeds.

Includ! a Errablve oqrlffibion sdcr part III descrlblng thc 8co[F ud levcl of i[E ac!. If rhc ltrq)act ig unknm, crQlain vhy ghe unknm lryacl bas rct
or can nob be evaluated.
tnclude a narraElve dcacriptslon addrcealng the iteru ldenclfled ln 12.8.604-1a (lRfi).

Dehemine wheEher Ehe dc8cribcd ltqracE By result and respond on the checklisl. Deacribe any nl'nor or potentially significanE iqtacts.

IDclude a diaogsion about Ehe ieaue in the EA narraEivc ud include dosrentaelon lf it will be usef,ul.
4

needed) r

o

a
aa
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2. AIR

Will the propoaed action result Lnc Potentsially
Signlficant

>a. &lission of air pollutanta or
deterioratlon of adbient air quality?
(AIso see 13c.)

b. Creation of obiectionable odorg?

c. Alteratlon of aLr movenr€nt, molsture,
or t6[rE)erature pat,terns or any change in
climate, eLther locally or resional

d. Adv€rae effocts on vegetatslon,
i.nc1udJ.ng crops, due to increased
€rd.asions of pollutantB?

.€. @, wlll the
project reault ln any diecharge, which
will conflict wLth federal or state air

(AIao see 2a.)

o

a
aa

Narrativ€ Deacrlption and EvaLuation of the ctmulatlve and
pagea of narratLve if needed):

ts on R€aourcas (Attach additional

2a and b: The machinery necsssary to oxcavate f,or the vault inatallatlon will caus€ sotrre air pollutlon, whlch
w!11 diaalpate once the constructLon ia cornpl€te. Vault toLleta carr cause odorg due to tsheir content. The vault
planned for thege eiteg are the 'Sweet Smelllng Toiletd design, which are designed to minimlze odore.

Include a Errative e<pluation Eder Part tII deBcriblng the scope ild level of iq)act. If the itrE ac! ie unknm, eq)lal-n uhy thc unktlom itrEEqt haa rcg
or can Dot be evaluated.
Include a narrative deacriptlon addresaing Ehe lbemB idenlified tn 12.8,604-1a (AR.M).

Detemine whelher t'he described ltrpact my reaul! and respond on lhe checklisl, De8cribe any nlnor or poEenbially significant lrElacEs.
Include a diacuasion abouE the iaBue in Ehe EA narraEive and lnclude doorentalion if lt, wlll be ugeful.

5
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3. WATER

WtIl the ProPoaed actlon regult In:

IMPAETO
Can lqtact,

B€
uitlgatedO

Codulent
IndexUnknownO Non€ MinorO

Potentially
sigrnlf lcant

>a. Dl,scharge lnto aurface water or any
alteratl.on of surface wau€r guallty,
includJ.ng but not ltntted to tqterature,
dl-ssolved orsvrten, or turbLdity?

x

b. Changea J.n dralnage Patt€rns or the
late and amount of aurface runoff?

x

c. AlteratLon of the courae or magnitude
of floodwater or other flows?

x

d. Changea ln lhe amount of surface wac€r
Ln any sag€r body or crsation of a new
water body?

x

€. E$)osure of peopla or ProPerty co
water-relatsed hazarda euch as floodLng?

x

f. Changea in th€ qualJ.ty of groundwater? x 3f

E. Changea in the quantl'tsy of grgunqreErS x

tr. Increase in risk of contanlnatlon of
gurface or groundwat€r?

x

l-. Bff€ct8 on any €xlsting water rLght or
r€8€rvation?

x

J. Bff€cts on oth€r watsr u8er8 as a
regult of arry alteratlon Ln gurface or
qrorndrrater qualitY?

x

k. Bffectg on oth€r uaera aa a r€3u1t of
any alt€ratton ln gurface or groundwater
quantLty?

x

ool. Eg!!s{, wilL the ProJect affect
a degtgrrated floodplaln? (Alao see 3c.)

x

fm.
Ln

For P-R/D-it, will
any diacharg€ that

the proj€ct result
rlll affect federal

or stat€ water quallty regrulatlona? (AIgo
gee 3a.)

n. Ottrer:

o

a
aa

Narratlve Description and Bvaluation of the ctmrlaulve and s€condary Bffecte on water Reaourcea (Attach additlonal
pagea of narratlve Lf needed) t

3f,r Becaua€ the vaulta are aealed, and aeptage is rdEved v!"a prtpJ"ng, arry pogelble effecls on groundrrrater wstrld

b€ posltlve as people would no longer use hand-dug pj.ts or oth€r neans of taklng care of sanltatLon needs'

rncludc a tEratlv. elelaEtlon under par! trr al€Bcrlbing the scope ild level of iq)act. rf lhc itPacE 18 unknm, o(ptain why the ur*nm irFact has not

or cil noE be evaluaEed.
Includ€ a narratsive dcacrLption addressing the lbem ldentlfled ln 12.8.504-1a (lRlt),

Debersine ehetsher hhe deacribed iq)aeb Ey rcault and reapond on the checkllst. Deacrlbe ily mlno! or polencially significut irPacta.

tnclude a dlssegion abouts the iaaue ln Ehe EA narrative ed include doqrellalioD lf It vill be u8eful.
6
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Yfill cha proposed actLon result ln:

a. Changes in the diversLty,
produetLvityr or abundance of plant
apeciea (including trees, ahluba, grass,
cropa, and aquatic plants) ?

b. Alteration of a olant conrnrni

c. Adverge eff,ecta on any unique, rare,
threataned, or endangered speciea?

d. Reductj.on in acreage or productlvity
of any agrlcultural land?

e. Establishment, or spread of noxLous
weeds?

oof . @!!p;.;], will the project
affect wetLands, or prJ.me and unLque
fanrland?

NarratLve Descrlption and Evaluablon of th€ Cunulatlve and Secondary Effscts on
pagea of narrative lf, needed) r

R€aourcea

o

a
aa

4€. Ground diaturbance caua€d by axcavatlng to install the sealed vaultg may increase the incldenc€ of noxloua
weede. The disturbed areag wlll be aeeded wLth natLve grasa rnlxes to reduce noxioua w€ed invaaLon. In addl.tlon,
the areaa are incorporated lnto the Reglon'a W€ed ldanagdn€nt Progran and will be treated blologically,
nrechanically, or chemlcalJ.y, ae the need ariges.

Include a Errative e:<plamEion under ParE III descrlbing lhe scope and level of inpac!. If the ir{)act is unknm, selain uhy the unknom furpacf ha8 rct
or caD not' be evaluated.
Include a narragLve deacripll.on addrca8lng lhe iteBB identl,fied ln 12.8,604-1a (ARil).

Detemine whether Ehe described iq)acE my result and reepond on the checktls!, Deacribe any nlnor or poEenElally signiflcant lnpaclr.
Include a diecugsion aboub the laaue in lhe EA narrative aDd lnclude docurentation lf it. uill be useful.

7
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s.ESI!/WII.DI.IFE

wLll the proposed actLon regult Lnt

a. D€t€rioration of crl'tlcal fLgh or
wlLdllfe habitat?

b. Changee Ln the dJ.veraity or abundance
of qanre anlmala or blrd apeci€a?

c. Changes ln lhe diverslty or abundance
of nongame speci€a?

d. Introductlon of new apeclee into an

e. creatl.on of a barrier to the migratlon
or movement of anisEla?

f. Adverge effects on any unl'que, rar€,
threatened, or endangored aPeclea?

g. Incr€aae in conditl'ons thats streaE
wlldltfe populatlons or llmlt abundance
(lnc1udJ.ng haraggment, legal or tIIegaI
harveat, or oth€r human actlvity) ?

..h. gg1}!1!|, YilI the ProJect be
perfomred Ln any area ln whLch T&B aP€cL€s
ar€ preasnt, and will the Proj€ct aff€ct
any T&E specJ.es or their habttat? (AIao

of . Eg!!$!, will the ProJect
lntroduce or €r(port any apeclee not
presently or hl,storl.cally occurrLng ln ttr€
recelvinq locatLon? (Algo gee 5d.)

Narrative D€scriptLon
pag€s of narrative Lf

EnaluatLon of CunulatsLve and
needed) r

Eff€cta on Land Resources (AEtach addi

s

a
aa

rnclude a Brrauive qelamlion undcr par! rrr atescriblng ghe scotE ild lever of hpact. rf Ehe fuitpacl i8 unknm, s(plain why the unknm ilpact ha8 rcl
or cd no! bc evaluated.
Includc a narratLve descrlpt.ion addlcaaing gtte lteN ldcnblfled tt t2'g'594-ta (ARM)'

DeEemine ehethcr tshe descrlbed irpac! my rcsulc and reapond on the checklish. Deacribe any mlnor or potenlially Eignificanb fupact8.

Include a diaossion about lhe isaua in lhe EA narrative and include dodrcntation if it uitl be uaeful.
I
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B. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

6. NOISE/EI,ECTRICAI, EFFECTS

Will the proposed action regult inr

II{PACTO

Can Impact
B€

MltlgatedS
Cdment
Ind€xUnknownS Non€ MinorO

PotentJ.aIJ.y
SigrnJ.f lcant

a. IncreaEsg ln exigtinE noiee levels? x N 5a

b. Expoaule of people Uo sev€r€ or
nuiaance noige levels?

x Y 6b

c. CreatLon of electrostatic or
electromagnetic effect8 that could be
detrlmental to hurnan healtsh or property?

x

d. Interference wlth radio or televieion
receDtlon and oDeration?

x

e. Other:

Narratl.v€ Deacription and Evaluation of the Cunnrlative and Secondary Bff€cts on Land R€sources (Attach addLtLonal
pages of narrative if needed):

6a and b: DurJ.ng construction, the uee of equipnent will increaae noige levela and may caua€ a nulaanco to people
camping or lLving in the adjac€nt area. Care wIII be taken to do aII mechanized work aft€r 8t00 a.ur. and before
5:00 p.m. to avoLd dieturbance as rruch as poaaible. In addltlon, work wLll t,ake place outalde of the buBy
recreation aeaaon from ilune 1 to September 15.

7. LAI.ID USE

will the proposed action redult inr

IMPACTO

Can lrE)acf
Be

Mitigatedo
emlent
IndexUnknownO None MinorO

Pot6ntiaIly
Signlflcant

a. Alteration of or Lnterference wlth the
productivity or profLtabtltty of the
exlatLng land uae of an area?

x

b. Conflict, with a desJ.gmated natural
area or area of unusual acientif,lc or
educational lnportance?

x

c. Conflict with any existing land uge
whoae presence would congtraln or
potentlally prohibit th€ propoaed actsion?

x

d. Adverse effecta on or relocation of
residenceg?

x

e. Otherr

o

a
aa

NarratLve D€scrLption and tvaluation of the CufinrlatLve and Secondery Effects on Land R€sourcea (Attach additional
pagea of narrative if needed):

Include a Erracive erq)luation uder part IIr deacrlblng the acope ud leveL of irpact. If the iqracE ia unknm, eqrlain why the uDknm furpacl ha8 rct
or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narratsive description addressing Ehe ilems ldenlified in 12.8.504-la (ARt'().

Detemine ,hether the deacllbed lq)ac! my resul,t and respond on lhe checkllEt. Describe any ninor or poEenelaL]y Eignificant. lnpacts.
Include a di8cu8sion about the iEsue in the EA narrative and include docurentatlon if lc {ill be useful.

9
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8. RISK,/EEAI.TH IIAZARDS

WiII the ProPosed action reeult in:

II{PACTO
Can lrE)act

Be
MitigatedO

Co!|ment
IndexIlnknownO None MinorO

Pot€ntl.a1ly
Signlflcant

a. Rlak of an e:<plogion or releaae of
hazardoug aubatances (including but not
llmtted to oil, Pegticl'dea, ctreuricals, or
radlatlon) Ln ths €vent of an accLdent or
ottre! forns of diaruPtion?

x

b. Affect an exiatlng smerstancy reapona€
or €n€rg€ncy evacuation plan or create a
need for a new PIan?

x

c. Cr€aULon of any human health hazard or
Dot€ntl,al trazard?

x

od. 9g!!![, wlII anY chemical
toxicanEs be uaed? (AIao eee 8a.)

x

e. Other:

Narratlve DescrLptl.on and Evaluatton of Ehe G:rtrlative and secondary Effocts on r,and Raaources (Attach additional
pagea of narratLve if needed) r

e.@
lfill the propoaed actlon regult int

IUPA TC

Can Iq)act
Be

ultigatedO
Comlorrt
IndexItrrknownO None MinorO

Potentlally
Slgnlf,lcant

a. Alt€raglon of the locatiolr,
dl.atrlbutLon, denslty, o! grovtth rat€ of
uhe hunan populatsion of an alee!-

x

b. Alt€ration of the soclal structure of
a counrnity? 

-

x

c. Al!€ratlon of the level or
dlstrLbution of eqrlolment or comtrnity
or pereonal Lncute?

x

d. Changes Ln lnduatrlal or courerclal
activity?

x

€. Incr€ag€d trafflc hazarda or sffecta
on exLsting tranaPortatLon faclll'tlas or
Datterna of movdrent of people arrd Segqq?

x

f. Oth€r:

Narrative Deacriptlon and Brraluatlon of the c\Enrlative and secondary Effects on r,and Reaourc€a (Att'ach additloirar
pagea of narratlv€ if needed) I

{} rncrude a mrrative expleEion sder parE rrr descrlblng lhe acopc ild level of itq)act. rf Ehe i(pact ig unknm, Q(plaln why lhe unknm iq)ac! ha8 not

or ce not bc evaluaLed.
> Include a larratLve dcacription addressing Ehe lteG ldentlfied in 12'8'60{-1a (ARJ'|)'

a Detemtne rhelher the descrlbed j.trpac! cy reault and respond on lhe checkllEt, Descrlbe any nlnor or potential'ly significilt irpac!8.

aa rnclude a disssaion abou! the issue in the EA mrrallve 8d include dodrcntatlon if il vill be useful'
10
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10. pnBl,re sERvrcEs/TN(Es/urILrTrEs IITPACTO

Can Ifipact
Be

uitigatedO
Coulont
Index

WLI1 the proposed actlon result ln:
UnknownO None MinorS

Pouentlally
Significant

a. WLll the proposed actlon have an
sff€ct upon or result in a need for new
or altered governnental gerwicee in any
of the following areaa: fire or police
protection, schoolg, parka/recr€ational
facllltsles, roadg or other publlc
maintenance, water aupply, B€vrer or
septic syatdw, eolid waete dispogal,
health, or other governnentaL servl,ces?
If any, epecLfy:

x N 10a

b. lftll the propoaed action have an
effoat upon the local or atate tax baae
attd r€venu€g?

x

c. Will the propoeed actLon regult in a
need for new facilitieg or gubetantial
alteratLons of any of the followlng
utl,ILti€sr electrLcal power, naEural gaa,
other fuel eupply or distributlon
ayatems, or couunrnicationa?

x

d. I{iII the proposed acEion result in
increased uge of any enercry gource?

x N 10d

>e. Define pro'lect€d revsnue sources.

>f. Define Dro'lected maintenance costs.

g. Otherr

0

a
aa

Narrativ€ Deacriptlon and Evaluation of, the C\rlnrLative and Seeondary Eff€cts on Land Resources (Attach addl.tlonal
pagea of narrative if needed) r

10a: The inatallation of new facilitieg wl1l require peraonnel and funds to s€rvLca the facilitiea once they are
Lnatalled. Finding hag been requested through tha BPP proceaa to requ€st the necegeary p€raonn€I and funding.

10d: When the vault toLl€ts are cleaned, a g€nerator Ls uged trith a power washer. thta will requlre the uae of
gasoline to run the generator. In additlon addltional miles will be driven by the atat6 to aervice th6a6
facllltl€s.

Include a narrative expl-ualion uder Palt III desqribing the Ecope and level of irE)act,. If che irq)act 18 unknm, e:<plain vhy lhe uDknM Ltrpact has rct
or can not be evaluated.
Include a narratlve deecrlpt.lon addregEing the llens ldentified in 12.8.604-la (Anlit).

Detemine uhether Ehe deEcribed lq)act @y reEul! and respoud on the checkli8t.. Degcribe any hinor or polentially slgnlficanE itrq)acts.
Include a diassEion about the issue in the EA narrative ud lncl,ude dosrentation if il will be usefuL.

1_ l_
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11. AESTHETICS/RECREATION

wtII the Propoaed action r€ault Lrrs

IMPACTO

Can Iqtact
Be

ltitigatedo
Comlent
IndaxllnlrrrownO Nona MlnorO

Potentially
Sigrnlf icant

a. Alt€ratlon of any aconlc vlsta, or
creatlon of an aesthetically offenslve
sile or eff€ct that Lg oPetr to publlc
view?

x

b. Alteration of th€ aesth€tlc character
of a cosnrnltY or nelghborhood?

x

>c. Altseration of th€ qualltsY or
quantLty of recreatlonal/tourj.an
opportunltLea and settlngs? (Attach
tourigm report.)

x N 11c

.d. For P-R/D-dt, will any deaiginated or
propffiwtld or acenlc rlv€r5, tral'lc,
or wLlderneas areae be lryacted? (AIso
aee 11a, 11c.)

x

s. Otharr

Narratlvo Deacriptlon and Erraluatlon of th€ Grrulative and Secondary Bffecta on tand R€aourc€s (Atstach addLtLonal

pages of narratLve I'f needed) I

11c: fhe Lngtallatlon of toLl€t facilLtl.eg w5.I1 llprove the quallty of, recreation au theae sitea.

12 . CttLTltRlL,/grsroRrcAr. RESOITRCES

Wl.1I the propoaed action regult Lnt

IMPACTO
can ItrE act

BE
uitlgat€dO

C@€nt
Index -ItnknownO Non€ Ml.norO

Potentially
SignLficant

>a. D€atructlon or alteratLon of, any
aite, structur€, or obJect of
prehJ.storic, hlgtoric, or
paleontological lnPortanc€?

x

b. Phyaical change that would affoct
unicnre cuLtural valueg?

x

c. Effecga on exiatLng relJ.gloua or
sacred ugeg of a gLte or ar€a?

x

rod. 5g!!!;1[, wlll the ProJect
affect hiatorLc or cultural roaourc€a?
Attach sEPo l€tt€r of claarance. (AIgo
gee 12a.)

x

6. Otsh€rr

Narratlv€ D€acriptlon artd Ertaluation of
pages of narratlve if needed):

th€ Curnrlatlve and Secondary Eff€cts on Land ResorEc€s (Attach addLtional

c

t
aa

hclude a Erratsive oelamEion uder part. rrr deBcribitrg tlrc acope ad levcl of fuq)ac!. rf the irPact ls unknm, e:Qtaln uhy the unknm inEac! ha8 rct

or ca not be cval,ualcd.
IDcludeaBrrativQdeacriptionaddrcsgingchel'!eGldentlfiedinl2'8.604-1a(ARlil).
DetemLne vhelhe! Ehe deBcrlbed lnpact my rcsur! ad respond on the checklls!. De3cribe ily minor or potentially significuc fuEac!8'

Include a diaossion ab@t che igsue in the BA narraElvc and include docurcntation lf it uill be uaeful'
L2
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SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

13. SI'MMARY EVALUATION OF SIGNITICANCE

WiII the propoaed action, considered ae a
whole, :

Potentially
gigrrLf,icant

a. Eav€ irpacts that ar6 indlvldually
Iinlted, but cumulatively considerable?
(A proJect or program nay reeult tn
inE)acta on two or mor€ separate
resources, which creaE€ a aignificant
eff€ct when considered together or in
cotal. )

b. Involve potential. rigks or adverse
eff€cts, which are unc€rtain but
extrernely hazardoug if they rrere to
occur?

c. Potentially confJ.lct wLth th6
aubstantive requlr€nents of any IocaI,
atate, or federal Iaw, regrrlatLon,
standard, or formal plan?

d. Establlgh a precedent or ll.kalihood
that future actLona yd,th sigmiflcang
environnantal inDacta w111 be proposed?

e. Gen€rate subEtantial debata or
controveray about the nature of the

tE that would be created?

ef . @!!!], is the project $<p€ct€d
t'o hawe organlzed oppositl.on or gerrerate
subgtantial publtc controvorsy? (AIso gee
13e. )

rog. qlgbl, ligt any federal or
Btate p€lrnlta requLred.

Narrativ€ Description
pages of narrative if

and Eva}uation of Secondary Eff€cts on Wat€r Rosourc€a
needed) :

Include a narratlve sq)lmtlon sder Part IIt deEcrlblng Ehe scope and level of irpacl. If the itr{)ac! is unknm, oelaln uhy thc uDknm fuitr,act, has rct
or can not' be evalualed.
Include a narraEive de3crlption addre66lng the iEems identified in 12.8.604-1a (Axl.l),

Detemine whether the described tnpact my reault and respond on the checkllsc. Deacribe any nlnor or potenlially Eignificant ltqracts.
Include a diacuEaion abilt. the isEue in Ehe EA narrative and include doementatlon tf tt wi.l.l be usetul.

13
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1. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no-

action alternative) to the proposed action, whenever alternatives are

reasonably available and prudent to consider; and a discussion of how the

alternatives would be implemented:

Two alternatives are available: Install the vault toilets or to not install them. Installation will
increase operational costs and will provide the public with a better, more sanitary, and more

satisfactory means to use the amenities in the area. Failing to install vault toilets will continue

the waste issues currently at these sites and will, over time, degrade the recreational opportunity

at these sites.

2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures

enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

FWp will conduct any work needing heavy equipment between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to reduce

noise impacts on the public. Disturbed soils will be reseeded with native grasses to reduce erosion

and reduce the invasion of noxious weed species. The areas are included in the Region One Weed

Management program, and within that program any invasive weeds will be removed mechanically,

biologically, or chemicallY.

PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMENT

1b. Soll dlaturbance and couqractlon will occur during conatruction. After th€ vaults are
Lnstallad, natlv€ grass€a wlll be planted to reduce eroglon and the lnvasl'on of noxl'oug weeds'

2a and b: The machl.nery n€c€saary to excavate for ths vault Lnatallatlon wllI cause adl6 air
pollut5.on, whlch wLll dl.ggLpat€ once the conatruction ia couqrlete. vault tolleta can cauas

odore due to their content. The vault planned for tbege sit€a ar€ ttr€ osw6€t snelltng Toilet'
deaign, which are designed to mLntmlze odorg'

3fr Becauae the vaulte are sealed, and aeptage is rdoved via pr.uqrlng, any poaelble effects on

groundwater would be positive aa people would no longer use hand-dug ptts or other means of
taklng care of aanitatLon needs.

4e. Ground disturbance cauged by excavating to Lnstall the sealed vaults may lncrease the
incldence of noxloua weede. Tha dlgturbed areas wiLl be saeded wlth native grass mlxea to a€duc€

noxloug weed lnvaeion. In addltLon, the arsag a!€ lncorPorat€d into the Region'3 W€€d

ltanagelr6nt program and wlll be treaLed blologlcally, nechanlcally, or chenrlcally, as the need

arigea.

6a and br IhrrJ.ng construcllon, the use of equllment wiII j.ncreage noLse levele arrd may caus€ a
nuisance to people caqrlng or lJ,vLng in the adJacent area. Care wlII be taken to do aII
mechanized w'ork after grOO 

"... and before 5:00 p.rn. to avoid dlsturbance as mrch as posalble.
In addition, work will take place outslde of the busy recreation a€aaon frcm itune 1 to Septqiber
15.

10a: The lnstalLation of new facllltiee wJ.Il requlr€ persorrnel and funds to servLce the
facLlitL€s once th€y are inatalled. Flndtng haa baen requeated through th€ EPP Proe€sa to
requ€at the necessary p€raonn€I and fundlng'

FAS Vault Toilet Installation Public Review Draft
s/t4/04



fffiillrctffitfrl
10d: When the vault tolleEa are cLeaned, a g€nerator Ls used wllh E power washer. Thls will
require the use of gasoline to run the generator. In addition additLonal milee wlll be drlven
by the atat,€ to gervice these facLlities.

11c: Th€ Lnst,allation of toil€t facllltles will improve tha quallty of recreatlon at thase
sit€s.

PART IV. EA CONCLUSION SECTION

1. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required?
YES / NO lf an EIS is not required, explain whv the EA is the appropriate
level of analysis for this proposed action:

Based on the level of impact from these actions an EIS is not required. Because this

action will improve recreational quality for the public, reduce pollution from human

waste, and will be completed during off-season, impacts are either positive or minimal.

Describe the level of public involvement for this proiect, if any; and, given
the complexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues associated
with the proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate
under the circumstances:

A news release will be placed in the Daily Inter Lake, the Whitefish Pilot, the Bigfork Eagle,

and the Western News, as well as posted on the FWP web site. If there is sufficient interest,

a public meeting will be held.

Duration of comment period, if any: Thirty days, from May 17 through June 15, 2004.

Name, title, address, and phone number of the person(s) responsible for
preparing the EA:

Marty Watkins, Regional Parks Manager
Fish, Wildlife and Parks
490 N. Meridian Road
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 751-4573
mawatkins@state. mt.us

2.

3.

4.

FAS Vault Toilet Installation Public Review Draft L5
s/t4/04



b09'
.= .!

Es
Q'=

€E
aba3
.! o'
EP
b5o
a.C
-. 1Q

ts*,
xOg.E
l:q,E*
bE;F9r
.ti tr
OG,ac)
q)
E\:*r6
,ti 3F.-
dc
E.9'a B,

FE
v>t rr7c)Gt.it
laq)o>
a€v
l,? a€

=g3
q) 'i5
trca5Ef
-co+) Q.

=3

,-l,:il

EEe9,E ,E 
=5r eZ $ I sgmE.E €=5 rF EpiFsfi_EEE g{,9546

!E g 
'E E F E 

.*. 
5 t I ; s F E

FeEEEESfi;S?l:ig
i€ t EEE g g # g s e R F H

EHe E 'E
,5 Yo
!::o

ss&
=q9.=!:
.n'o'j
c F.E
i,EE
I ,iri

T

z
o\
U
Ltlq

a
|lJ

=(n(t)
(t)
trJI
U

(,

='F-(t)
I

II
lrJF
F(t)

s
€
Es
R
Ec
F
s

o
F

u2

E

$t
t
€
€
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Lands File Number 1337
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Beaver Lake EAS
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