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NOTICE OF DECISION
May 6,2004

Environmental Quality Council
Director's Offrce, Dept. of Environmental Quality
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Offrce
Parks Division
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division

Montana Historical Society, State Preservation Office
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council
Montana Wildlife Federation
Montana State Library
George Ochenski
Montana Environmental Information Center
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parls Foundation
Montana Parks Association (land acquisition projects)

Bob Harington, DNRC Area Manager, Southem Land Office
Yellowstone County Commissioners
Other Local Interested People or Groups

Ladies and Gentlemen:

A Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared for renovation of the Pictograph Cave State

Park Site near Billings, Montana. The draft EA was circulated for 30 days and legal notices were

published on Montana's electronic bulletin board, the Billings Gazette and the Helena Independent

Record. The department has decided to proceed with the project as described in the Environmental

Assessment.

We received tvro comments in writing on this project. The Water Quality Planning Bureau of the

Deparhnent of Environmental Quality made the suggestion to address minor impacts in surface

runoffby installing stormwater detention structures that slow runoff and allow sediments to settle

out. Fish, Wildlife and Parks will employthe bestmanagementpractices to mitigate sedime,lrtrunoff.

A stormwater permit will be obtained if required.

A letter of support was received from the State Historic Preservation Office, stating that the upgrades

will be beneficial to the park, providing that any previously undisturbed areas are monitored by an

archaeologist.

The Montana Promotion Division of the Deparbnent of Commerce concurs that the project will
allow visitors to better utilize this site convenient to the Billings communities. They also agree that

this project will support the tourism economy for residents and non-residents alike.
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This project is subject to appeal which must be submitted to the Fish, Wildlife & Parks Director in
writing, and postnnarked within 30 days of the date on this decision notice. The appeal must
specifically describe the basis for the appeal, explain how the appellant has previously commented to
the department or participated in the decision-making process, and lay out how FWP might address

the concerns as stated in the appeal. If you have questions regarding this decision notice, please

address them in an e-mail to hnyberg@state.mt.us or call me at 247-2951.

Sincerely,

nrru
HarvelrE. NYberg
Regional Supervisor

Attachment



PICTOGRAPH CAVE EA COMMENT STJMMARY

Two comments were received regarding the Pictograph Cave EA. The comments were received
in writing, both in support of the project.

Commenters were in support of the improvements for the following reasons:

The backfill project appears to be the best attempt to preserve the rock art. A plan detailing the
monitoring ofmoisture was requested. Jon Reiten ofthe Bureau ofMines and Geologywill develop
the plan and schedule for this phase of the project. It is anticipated that the monitoring will be
scheduled on a weekly basis during the summer, and on a monthly basis during the winter months.




