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LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL

POLICY OFFICE

Region 2 Headquarters
3201 Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT 59804-3 l0l
February 24,2005

Governor's office, Attn: Mike volesky, po Box 200g01, Helena, MT 59620-0g01
Environmental Quality council, po Box 201704, Helena, Nn 59620-1704xDept. of Environmental Quality, po Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901*Dept. of Natural Resources & conservation, poB 20\60r,Helena, MT 59620-1601*Montana Fish, Wildlife & parks:

Website, Commission Secretary, Division Secretaries, Regional Office Managers, Region 2
Information Officer

*State Historic Preservation office, po Box z}l2o2,Helena, MT 5g620-Lzo2*MT State Library, PO BOX 201800, Helena, MT 59620_1g00
Jim Jensen, MT Environmental Information Center, POB I184, Helena ,MT 59624-l lg4
Mayor Joe Petrusaitis, City of Hamilton,Z23 S.2,Hamilton, MT 59g40*Mailed electronicallv

Dear Interested Citizen:

Enclosed you will find for your review the Draft Environmental Assessment for the Fish Creek Merriam,s
Turkey Transplant. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks proposes to rrap wild Merriam's turkeys, probably in
eastern Montana, and transplant them to the Fish Creek area west of Alberton, Mineral County, Montana.
FWP expects that 10-50 turkeys might be initially transplanted, followed by Z-3 subsequent tiansplants of
similar magnitude over a l0-year period. The purpose would be to provide additional *itOute viewing,
improve hunting opportunities and increase species diversity.

This draft EA is available for review in Helena at FWP's Headquarters, the State Library and the l

Environmental Quality Council. It also may be obtained from Region 2 Fwp Headquarters at the above
address, or viewed on FWP's Internet website: http://fwo.mt.gov ("Recent public Nbtices").

Comments will be accepted until 5:00 pm on April 4, 2005, and should be mailed to Bob Henderson, MT
FWP, 3201 Spurgin Rd., Missoula, MT 59804-3l0lor emailed to bhenderson@mr.gov. If you have
questions, please contact Henderson at 406-542-5515.

Sincerely,

Mack Long
Regional Supervisor

ML/sr

Enclosure: Fish Creek Merriam's Turkey Transplant EA
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DRAFT FISH GREEK MERRIAM'S TURKEV TRANSPLANT
ENVIR,@NMENTAL ASSESSMENT

EHECKI.,IST FORMAT

PART T. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRTPTION

1- Tlpe of Proposed State Action Merriams Turkew Transolant

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Act,ion Montana Fish; wild
Parks:1999 State of Montana Statutes g7-5-7]-3 and g7-S-7L4

3- Name of Project Fish creek Merriam's Turkey Transplant

4. Name, Address and Fhone l{lrmber of Project Sponsor (if other than the
agency)

NA

If Applicable:

Estimated Construction/Conmrencement Date NA

Estimated Conpletion Date NA
Current Status of Project Design (eo complete) NA

Location Affected by ProBosed Act,ion (county, rangre and township)
Mineral County. Portions of T14N, R24W; Tl-sN, R24W ; T15N ,R24W and T15N, R2 5W

Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly
affected that are currently:

Acr€ Acre8

(a) Developed:

resLdential

(d) Floodplain

5.

6.

7.

iaduetrial

(b) ooea

25

(e) Productive:

irrisated crooland ..
200

dry crop].anal ........
350

Fore6trv
fl watlrnac/pin'?iln aFAla RaaCfelaud

) Include a nalrative explanat.ion under Part III describing the scope and 1eve1 of jnlE)act. If the itrpact is unknom, explain why lhe unknom ihpact
noC or can not be evaluated.
rnclude a narrative description addressing the itms identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Detefrine whether the descrj.bed impact my result andl respond on the checkList. Describe any minor o! potentially significaat impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the Eia narrative and include docwentation if it wiLl be useful.
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9.

8. MaB/site plan: attach an original 8 2" x 11" or larger section of the
most recent USGS 7.5' Eeries topographic rnap showing the Location and
boundaries of the area Lhat would be affected by the Broposed action. A
different maB scale may be substituted if more apBroBriate or if
required by agency rule. If available, a site plan strouLd aLso be
at,tached.

See Figure 1.

Narative Sunmar? of the Proposed Action or Project including the
Benefits and Purpose of the Proposed Action

The purpose of this proposed action is to transplant Merriam's Turkeys to
suitable habitat in the Fish Cr. area in order to provide additional-
wildlif e viewing, improve hunting opportunities and increase s,pecies
diversity. An initial transplant of 10 to 50 wild turkeys may be followed
by 2-3 fo11ow up transplants over a 10 year period. A major landowner has
agreed to the conditions of a transplant, including reasonable use of the
habitat and public access for hunting and viewing wild turkeys.
10. Listing of any other Local, State or FederaL agency that has

overJ.apping or additional jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:

Aqencv Narne Permit Date Filed/#

(b) Funding:

Acrencw Name Fundinq Amount

(c) Other Overlapping or Additional ilurisdictional
Responsibilitiee :

Aqencv Nanre 13/pe of Resoonsibilitw

11. List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of t,he EA:

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
Lolo National Forest

J Include a narratj,ve er<planation under Part III describing the scope md Level of irpacr. rf the
not or can not be evaluated-
Include a narrative description addressing the itss identified in 12.8.60{-1a {ARu)
Detemine whether the described iDpact my resulc and respond on the checkfist. Describe any
Include a discussion about the issue in lhe Ee, narrative and include doqaentsation if it will

az

impact is unknoM, exptain shy the unknoM lnpact bas

minor or potenrially significant j.mpactss.

be useful.



1.

A.

EvaLuation of the impacts
and cumuLative imBact,s on

PHYSICAL ENlTRONIIENT

of the Proposed Action
the nhysicaL and lluman

including secondarry
Environment.

1. IAI{D RESOI'RCES

WiLl the proposed actioa result ia:
PotentiaJ.ly
Significaat

< a. SoiJ. iastabiJ.ity or chaages in

b. DisnrDEioa, disDlacettrent, erosion,
coqractiou, noiatur€ 1oss, or over-
coveriag of soLJ. which would reduce

tivity or f€rtil,ity?

< c. De6t,ruction, coveriag or
modificatioa of any uaique geologic or

d. Changes iu.siltatLon, deposition or
erosion patt'er|la that nay nodify the
cbaaael of a rivar or atr€an or t'he bed
or sbore of a lake?

e. Exlroaure of people or DroDerty to
earthquakeg, landslLdea, grouad failure,
or oth€r natural hazard?

f. Otber (Il.st)
Narrative DescrLption and Evaluation of Cn [u1atiwe Secoudary Effecta oD Raaourcea (Attachadditioaal pages of uarrative if needed):

rnclude a narrative exltluation under Part rrr describing the scope and leve1 of jrpacb. rf tshe i$pact is unknom, er<plain ehy the unknom inpact hasnot or can not be evaluated,
rnclude a narrative description addressing the ilens identified in 12.g.G04-1a (AFx)
Detemine whether the described j$pact @y result and respond on the checklist, Describe any minor or potentially significant inpacts.rnclude a di-scussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include docmentatio! if it will be useful.
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2.9
Will tbe propoaed actio! reault ia: Potential].y

Sigmif,icant

< a. Eniegion of air DollutaDts or
deterioratlo! of anb:Leat air qualLty?
(a1so sea 13 (c) )

b. Creation of objectionable odors?

c. Alteratio! of, air [oven3!t, [oiature'
or t@Darature Dattertrs or aay chrage ia
clinaLe, eith€r locallY or

d. Adverae effecte oD v6getation'
iacludling crqDs' due to :facreaged

€. @@, willtbe
groject result ia any discharge whicb
will conflict lritb federal or stata air

lity regg? (Also see 2a

Narrative Description aad ioa of th6 Cu[u ve aud Secoadary or1 Air Raaources (Attach

additional pageg of anrrative if ueeded):

rnclude a narrative e)planation uder part IIr alescribing the scope and 1evel of iripact. rf the jrlpact is unknom, et<plain why the unhnom irpact has

not or can not be evaluated.
Include a narlative description addressing Ehe itec ideneified in 12'8'604-1a (ARt{)

Detenine shether che described itFact my result sd respond on the checklist. Describe any minor o! potentially signi.ficant impacts'

lnclude a discuEsion abou! the issue in che EA narrative and include docmentation if it uil1 be usefuL'
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3. WATER

wi1i the Drolros€d actioD reault iD:

TUPACT'
Caa lq)act

B€

Mitigared'
Csmert
IndexUat<nowa' No11e Minort

Potentially
Siguificaat

< a. Digcharge into surface watar or any
alt,eralion of eurface water quality
iucludiag but not limitedl to t€nDeratur€,
digsoLved or<ygelr or turbidity?

t<

b. Changes ilr drainage Datt€ras or the rat€
and anount of aurface ru[off?

x

c. Alteratioa of the course or magnitude of
flood water or other fLows?

x

d. Cbaages ia the anoullt of surface water
ir any water body or crealion of a new
water body?

x

e. ErrDoaure of people or DroDorty t'o rieat€r
r€lated hazards such as flooding?

x

f. Chaages ia the qual.ity of groundwater?
x

g. Charg€B in the quautity of srouadwat€r?
:<

b,. Irrcr€age in risk of contaJoiration of
gurface or groundrrat€r?

x

f. Effecta on ally exieting water rigbt or
regenzatio[?

t:<

j. Effect8 oa other wat6! u6era ag a reEult
of any alterat:Lon ia surfacs or grouadwater
quality?

,t

k. Effects orr otb€r uaers as a result of
aroy alteratioa ia eurface or gfrouldwat€r
quantity?

lt

1. A@I P-E/D-J, wiLL the project affect a
deeignat€d floodplaia? (ALao see 3c)

x

D. (7For 3,-R/Dd, will the project result iu
any diecbarge tbat wlJ.l affect federal or
atat€ water qua].ity regrrlatLoae? (AlEo s€e
3a)

x

n. Oth6r:

Narrativ€ Description aad Evaluatioa of the cunrlative aad Secondary Effects on wat€r Regourees (Attach
additional Xrages of aarratiwe 5.f needed);

Incl'ude a narrative explanation under Part flf describing bhe scope and 1eve1 of impact. If the impact is unknom, exlrlain vhy the unknom inpact has
not or can not be evaluated,
Include a narrative description addressing the itrc idertified in 12.9.604-la (ARM)
Decetuine whether the described impact may results and respond on the checklist, Describe any minor o! potentially significanl impacts.
IncLude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and incLude docuenlation if it will be useful.
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Wilt tbe Dropos€d actioD reault itr:
CaB

Iq)act Be

ruitigatedt
Potentially
Sigaificaat

a. Changes La the divereity, product5.vity
or abundlaace of plaat species (includiag
tr€€s, shnubg, gra8s, crops, alrd aquatic
plants) ?

b. Alt€ration of a Dlant c@unl,ty?

c. Adverge effectg on any uaique, rare,

d. Reductioa iu acreage or productivity
of any agricultural l.and?

e. EEtablisbment or epread of aoxioua
weeds?

f . e@or P-R/D-it, wL1l tbe proj€ct affect
wetlaads, or Drile aad uaique farn].aad?

Narrative DeBcr Eva].uat, ect5 oD Land Reaourcee (Attach
additioaal- pagee of narratl.ve Lf aeaded):

4d. DepeadiDg otr borir well. the turhsy Dolrulation dloee, there is the Dot€atial for soe typ€ of crop damage.
Bas€d on distributioa of crogs ia the Droj€ct area and oftea li.mited croD use in other areae, hbe chances of
reduction ia acraage or productl.vity of agricultural I'aud ie rsrote.

) Include a narraeive expfanation sder Part IIf describing the scope ud 1evel of i:rpact. If tshe inpact is uknom, explain why the uknoM inpact has
not or can not be evaLuated.

< Incluale a narrative descliption addressiDg the itss identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

C Detemine uhether the described i&pact My result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potenti-a1Ly significant inpacts.
C Include a discussion abut Ehe isEue in the EA narrative and include docmentation if it sill be useful.

o



< 5. EISH,/WTT,DIJIFE

Will the proposed actioa reeult Ln:

a. Det€rioratiorr of critical fisb or
wildllife babitat,?

b. Chaages ia the dlversity or abuadance of
gane animals or bird epeciee?

c. Chaagee ia the diversity or abuadatrce of

d. Iltroduction of aew epeciee into an area?

e. CreatioD of a barrier to the nigratioa or
Dov€Derlt of atlima1e?

f. Adverse sffecte on aly uuLque, rara,
threateBed, or eadaagared

g. Increaae in coaditiorla that stress
wildllife poDulatLons or ll-nit abuadaace
(lnc3.uding baraagnent, ].egal or illegal
harvest or other bunan activity)?

l. e@P-n/o:{, will the project be
performed ia any area in whLch T&E speciea
are present, aad will the project affect aay
T&E sp€cies or tbeir babitat? (Also see 5f)

I. @!.!!], wil1 the Droj€ct iatroduce
or er<port any epecies [ot DleE€nt].y or
bistorically occurrirrg in tbe receiving
]-ocatioa? (Aleo see 5d

Narrativ€ Deacriptl.oa arad gvaluatioa of tt ects otr I"aDd ResourceE (Attacb
adlditional Dages of aarrative Lf aeeded):

5b. andl 5d1. The proposed action will result in placing lrlerria.m'E turkeys iato the Fisb Creek area.
DiverEity of bird speciea rcL1l iacrease.

5f.aad 5b. Grey wolves, Caaada l1'ax aad Bald Eagles are kaown to uae t'he Fish Creek dral.uage. ft is ualikely
uhat tha presenc€ of turk€ys will result Lu aay cbauges:in tbose popuJ.atJ.ons or tbeir distributl.ons.

rnclude a narrative et<planation unde! Palt rff describing the scope ald leveL of irpacts. If tbe inpact is unknom, o<plain why the unknom iiE}act has
not or can not be evaluated.
rnclude a narrabi.ve description addressing the it@ identifi,ed in 12.8.604-la (ARM)
Detemine whethe! tshe described iepact may resul! and respond on the checklisc- Describe any minor or potentialLy significanE i,mpacts-
lnclude a discussion about the issue in lhe EA nalrative and include docuentation if ic will be useful.
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B. HTII,IAII ENI'IRONIIENT

5. NOISE/EI'ECTRICAL EFFBCTS

will the DrolroE€d actioa r€sult :lr1:

IlTPTCT)
Ca!

IDpact Be
uitigatedr

CdEreat
IndexUakaowat None uiaor'

Pot€atsia1ly
Significaat

a. IDcr€ases i! exlsting Doiae levels?
x

b. Eqrosur€ of Deopl€ to aornts or
nuisaDce troiaa lsv€18?

x

c. Cr€atiou of electroatatlc or
electrmagDstic eff€cts gbat could b€
detrLmeatsal to bunrn healtb or DroD€rty?

x

d. Irterfer€lce witb radlo or telavieioa
receDtio! and oD€ratioD?

:<

o. other!

Narrative DeecriDtion atrd Evaluation of the c\rmulative and secondaaaz Effecte oa Laad Resourceg (Attach
additioral DagEB of lrrratLve if needed):

7 . IJAI'ID USE

will the Drolros€d actioD result iD:

IUPACT,
Ca! ImDact

Be

lritigated'
Cment

IDdlerguakaorrua,t None Irtiaorl
Potentsially
Siguificant

a. Alteration of or interfereace with the
productivity or Drofitability of the
exietingf laud use of aa area?

x yea 7a

b- conflicted witb a dlesignatsod aatura1
area or aroa of unugual ec:leatLfLc or
educatLonal importaace?

x

c. conflict with aay exigtiag l.-dl uee
whose presenca would coaatraiD or
poteatially probibit th€ Dropoaed actl.on?

x

d. AdverE€ effectg oa or rel'ocatio! of
resideaceg?

x

e. other:

)

Narrative Iteacrigtioa aad EvaLuatloa of the Cumulative and Seconda4r Eff€cts otr lJaad Reaource6 (Attach
additioaal Dages of uarrativa if aeeded)

Za. Ia s€ver€ wiaters turk€ya may coDar.rme grain aad grain crope, of wbich little ie available ia the area. A

najor laadlomer baa agreed to th€ introductiorl(se€ atstacbed Turkey Tro'eDlautilg Agre€lent) antl th€ aame

landowaer bas agreed to plalC graLn crolrs so tbat turkeys may austaia therlselwes irr the wiater. Should the
populatioa o<paad, Fwps Ulrlald Gan€ Bird Habitat Eahanceueat Progras could be used to eucourage other
landowaers to Drovide foragc aDdl/or wiater cover for the turkaya.

rtclude a narrative oqrlaation sder parts Irr describinE the scope and 1eve1 of inpact. If the itrpact is unknom, e)Qlain uhy the unknom iFpact has

not or can not be evaluated-
Include a narlative description addressing the it4s identified in 12.8.60{-1a (ARM)

Detemine uhether the desclibed impact ffiy result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacls.

Include a discussion about the issue in Che EA narrative and include docsentati'on if it will be useful.
8



8. RISK/HE:AIJIH HAZARDS

wi1l tbe proposed action r€Eult itr: Pot€!tia1ly
Significant

a. Risk of aa o<plosion or releage of
hazardous gubstanceg (iacluding, but' aot
linited to oi1, gesticidee, cbanicals, or
radiatioa) ia the evaa! of an accideat or
otber forms of dier.uption?

b. Affect an exieting emergeDcy r€sDoDee
or eEergeDcy ewacuation p].ao or crgat6 a
need for a new plan?

c. Cr€atioD of aay hu.maa haaltb bazard or
poteatial hazard?

a. egE.-n/P-9, wil]. any cbenica].
to}ricaD,ta be uaed? (Alao Eee 8a)

€. Ot'he!: publlc safetrr

Narrat,ive D€Bcript Eva].ua of tbe Cumulative aad Secoadary Effecta on R€sourc6g Attach
additLonal pages of narrative if needed)

8al. If tbe proposed actioa r€Eu1t6 in a buntable populatioa of turkey6, the sligbt iacrease ia hunliag
activity may poge a aaf€ty Drobleo ia those portioas of the project area where bousing exigtg. l&rch of th€
area is undeveloped aad aafety ehould aot be a problam. Landowaer per:miseioa Ls requJ.red to burt oa private
1and.

9. COMMI'NITY IMPACT

Will the proposed actioa reeult j.n:

IIIPACT'
CaD

IrEpact B€

Mitigatedt
Cm€Dt

Inde'rUaknown' Notr€ uinort
Poterrtially
Significaat

a. Al-teration of th6 location,
distribution, deasity, or growth rate of
the humau popuJ-atioa of an arga?

b. Al.teratioa of the eocial slnuctur€ of
a cffiunity?

x

c. A].teratio! of the Lev€L or
distribution of engrloyneat or cmuaity
or persoaal. iacqrs?

x

d. Chaages Ln i.aduglrial or cmercial
activity?

t(

€. Iacr€aaed traffic bazarda or effecte
on existiug traasDoreatioa facilitLes or
patteras of novemeat of D€op1s aDd goods?

:<

f. Other:

Narrative DeecriptJ.oa aad Ewaluatioa of the euDulative and Secoadary Eff€cts o'1 lJaud Reaources (lttach
adlditional Dages of uarrative if needed):

fncLude a narraCive explanation uder Part fII describing the scope and Ieve1 of furpact. If the itipact is unknom, er{plain uhy the unknou irpact has
not or can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing the itos identified in 12-8.50{-1a (ARM)
Detemine shether the described impact my result and respond on the cheqklist, Describe any minor or potenlialfy significant impacts.
Include a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include doc@entation if it will be useful.
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10. PI'BI.IC SERVICES/TA:GS/UTIIJITIES IUPACT'
caI

Impact Be
Mitigatedr

C@eDt
Inde:<

Will the proposedl actioD result itr!
unknowat lilone Ittinor'

Potentially
sigraif icaat

a. will tbe Droposed actlon have an
6ff€ct upou o! rasult in a needl for aew
or altered goverDmoatal services ia aay
of tba followiag areaa! fire or police
Drot€ct,ion, schools, parks/racreat,ioual
faciLities, roade or oth€r Ilublic
rnaiateaance, lrater auDDly, Egtrer or
eeDtLc ayst6a, Bolid ttaste disDoeal,
bealth, or otber goverm€ltaI serticeg?
rf any, Epecify:

x 10a

b. will tshe DroDoged action bave aa
effect upoD the 1ocal or atat€ tsx base
aad revenues?

x

c. will th€ DroDoaed actloa result iu a
need for aew facilitieg or euJcetantlal
alleratLons of aay of the following
utLlities: el€ctric poqr€r, Datural gaa,
other fuel supDly or distritnrtioa
6yat€Bs, or cq@rnlcatioDs?

x

dl. I{ill the Drogoged action result ia
iacreased ueed of aDy €Dergy sourc€?

:r

< e. Defiae Drojoct€d rev€Du€ sourceg

< f. Dafine proJected maintenauce coEts.

g. otber:

Narrative Descript:lon aDd Evalualion of tbe C\rmulative aad SecondarY Effects on Land Resources (Attach
additioaal pagag of aarrative Lf needled):

10a. IDlrld€DtLtrg the proposed action and noaitoriag tb€ trausBlant€d turkeys will require aone additional
ti-m€ aad olreratlng dol!.ars for litorrtala Fish, Wildlife and Parka. AJ.ao, sme e:<genditsurea fro[ tbe Uplanal
Ga[6 Birdl Hab:ltat EDbaDcaeDt Progran nay be reguired to prowid€ i-uproved cov€r a8d f ood gources.

) Include a narrative erq)lanation unde! Par! IfI describing the scope and Level of ilpact. If lhe ifi9act is unknom, e)<plain uhy the unknom lmpact has
not o! can not be evaluated.

< Include a narrative description addressing the itds identified itr 12.8.60{-1a (AR!l)

C Detemine wheeher lhe alescribed impact rey result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or Potentially significant inpacts.
c Include a discussion about the issue in the Er\ narrative and include docsentaEion if its uiLl be useful-

1n



< 11. AESTHETICS./RECRE:ATION

will. the proDoEed action result ia:

a. Alteratiou of aay sceuic viata or
creation of au aeEthetical-Iy offensive
site or effect tbat i6 oDen to public
view?

b. A1teratioa of the aogthetic character
of a comurity or

<c. Alteration of the quality or quantity
of recreat,Lonal/tourigm opportuDitsiee aad
settings? (Att.ach TouriEm Report)

a. @-n/D-J, will any deeignatedl or
proposed wL1d or sceuic rivers, trails or
wilderaess areas be impacted? (A160 see

Narratiwe Descriptlon aad Evaluatioa of tbe Cunulatiwe aad Secoudarlr Effect8 on Laad Resources (Atstach
additional pagag of narrative if aeeded):

11b. aad 11c. The aesthetic character of the area a8 well. as the quality aail quantity of recreatioaal
opportuaitiee wilL be irqrroved. viewing aud huntiag opportuDities will iucreage aa turk€y populatioas
increage. Coaflicts b€twoeD tho6e waltiag to view turk€ys and thoE€ who harveet turkeys may occur. Ilovr€v€r,
people are geaerally aware tbat FlitP o<peaditures of sportamea,s do]-larE bave the objective of iacreasiag
huating opportuaities, a6 wel1 as viewiag opportuDiti€s.

c.

Narativ€ ioa aud EvalualioD of the Grmulative aDd Secondary Effects oa lJard Regources (Attach

Include a narrative er<planation under Part III describing the scope and leve1 of fupact. If the irlt)acl is unknom, er<pLain vhy the unknom irpact has
not or can not be evaluated.
Include a narlative description addressing the items identified in 12.8,504-1a {ARM)
Detenine whether the descrtbed impact nay result and respond on the checklist, Describe any minor or polentially signifj.cant impacts.
Include a di.scussion abou! the issue in the EA narrative and include docsentation if it will be useful.

L1

12 . CI'IJTI'RATJ/IIISTORICAIJ RESOI'RCES

Will. the propoaed action resul.t in:
CaD

Inpact Be
Mitigatedr

<a. Deatnrction or alteratiotl of any site
st!.uctur6 or object of Drehistoric
historic, or pal.eoatological i-rqlrortance?

b. Physical change tbat would affec!
uaique cultural valuea?

c. Effecta ou existing r€ligious or
gacred uses of a site or ar€a?

a' et@, will tbe Projec! affect
hl-etoric or cultural regourceE? Attach
SHPO letter of clearance. (A1so s€e
12.a)

additioaal pages of naratl.ve if aeeded):



SIGNIFICAIICE CRTTERIA

13. ST'IOCAN:T EVEJJUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wil,l. tbe proDosed aclioa, consl,der€d as a
whole:

a. Haw€ i[Dacts tbat ars iadivldually
liDited, but cumulatively coasiderable?
(A Droject or Drograr nay reault La
i.uglacta on two or mor€ B€Darat€ re8ourc€s
wb:l.cb create a gigraificaat eff,ect whea
coasidered tog€tbor or Ll total.)

b. Involve Dot€Dtlal ri6ks or adverge
€ffacta whicb are urcertain but axtroely
hazardous if th€y w€ro to occur?

c. PoteatLall.y conflict witb the
aubst,antive requiroeate of any locaI,
atate, or federal Iaw, regrulation,

d. Establl-sh a grecedeDt or llkelihood
that, futur€ actLotra wltb aigral,f:lcaat
envirolreatal iq)acts w:[11 be

e. G€!€rato subatantLal dlebate or
coDtsroversy about tb6 Datur€ of tbe

f. qg=_P-R/Dd, Le the project erqrect€d
to have organized ollDogltioa or g€n€rate
EubstaDtial publLc coatroversy? (A1so aea

g. e@oi P-F./D{, 1l.Et aay federal or
stat€ Der.lits requirad.

Narrative Descriptiorr and f,€cta oa Water R€aourceg (Attach
additLonal pages of aarrative Lf aesded):

Include a narrative er<plilation uder Part III describing lhe scope ud level of irpact
not or qan not be ewaluated-

If tbe fupact is uknom, explain why the unknom irpact has

< Includc a Darrative aleacription addressing the il@s identified in 12.8.50{-1a (ARU)

Cf Detenine whether the described i$pact ey result and respond on lbe checklist. Describe any minor o! potentially signj.ficant impacEs.
e Include a tliscussion about the issue in the EA narraEive and include docMentation i.f it will be usefuL.
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PART II. ENTIIROMIENTAI. REVIEW, CONTINUED

1. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives
(including the no action alternative) to ttre proposed action
whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent,
to consider and a discussion of how the alternatives would
be impl.emented:

There are two reasonable alternatives to this proposal. No
action would result in no changes and no increased aesthetic,
viewing or hunting opportunities. The proposed action of
introducing Merriam's turkeys to the project area can improve
aesthetic, viewing and hunting opport.unities. This act,ion would
be implemented by the capture of wild Merriam's tu::keys, ds they
become available in other Montana sites, and their subseguent
release in the project area. Supplemental transplants would
ensure sufficient numbers were transplanted.

Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other
control measures enforceable by the agency or another
government agency:

PART TIT. NARRATI\ZE EIIAI,UATION AND COMMENT

PART IV. E.A CONCLUSION SECTION

1. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is
an EIS required? YES / NO. If an EIS is not required,
e>4>lain wtrv the EA iE the aBpropriate leveI of analysis for
this proposed action:

No, an EIS is not required. The EA Checklist is the appropriate
leve1 of analysis because the primary effects are beneficial and
potentially negative effects can be mitigated.

2.

2. Describe the Level of public involvement for t,his project
any and, given the complexity and the seriousness of the
environmental issues associated with the proposed action,
the level of public involvement appropriate under the
circumstanceE?

r.t

r.s

This project has been discussed with the Montana Chapter of Lhe
Wild Turkey Federation, several sportsmen in Mineral County and
landowners in the project area. The project appears to have
widespread support and few concerns were expressed. This project
is unlikely to produce negative environmental impacts.
Therefore, the 1eve1 of public involvement is appropriate.

l3



3.

4.

Iluration of cornnent period if anys

Comment period will end 5:00 PM, April 4, 2005 (a
period of more than 30 days from EA realease)

Name, title, addrees and phone number of the Ferson(s)
Responsible for Preparing the EA:

Robert Henderson
Wildlife Biologist
MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks
320L Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT 59804-3L01

406-s42-55L5

Email to bhenderson@mt. qov

1A
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