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*Mailed elecuonically

Dear Interested Citizen:

Enclosed you will find for your review the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for a Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks (MFWP) proposal to acquire a24.88-acre private inholding within the
Ganity Mountain Wildlife Management Area (WMA), west of Anaconda in Deer Lodge County.
The purpose would be to consolidate WMA holdings and allow for consistent management for
ungulate winter range, as well as enhancing the watershed and public recreational opportunities.

MFWP will hold a public hearing in Anaconda on May 18 (Wednesday) at 6:30 PM at the
Ancient Order of the Hibernarians Hall to discuss this proposed acquisition and take public
comment.

This draft EA is available for review in Helena at MFWP's Headquarters, the State Library and
the Environmental Quality Council. It also may be obtained from the Region 2 MFWP
Headquarters or viewed on MFWP's Internet website at lrttp:1i livp.nrt.grry ("Recent Public
Notices").



Comments on this draft EA will be accepted until 5:00 pm on June 3, 2}05,or must be
postmarked no later than that date. Comments should be mailed to Ray Vinkey, MFWP, 1l 15
W. 4 St., Anaconda, MT 5971I or emailed to rvinke)'(d)mt.qor'. If you have questions, please
contact Vinkey at 406-563 -5668.

As part of the decision making process under MEPA, by June 1Oft I plan to issue the Decision
Notice for this EA. The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission has the final decision-
making authority for MFWP land purchase proposals, and the Commission would be asked to
render final decision on this proposal at its July 7 meeting in Great Falls.

Sincerely,

("\,JdT
Mack Long
Regional Supervisor

MUsr

Enclosure: Ganity Mountain WMA Inholding EA, Draft Management Plan, and Socioeconomic Assessment



PROPOSED PROPBRTY ACQUISITION:

GARRITY MOUNTAIN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
INHOLDING (JAMISON PROPERTY)

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN
Appendix A. Garrity Mountain/Clear Crk Wildlife Management Area Management Plan

SOCIOECONOMIC AS SESSMENT
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AS SESSMENT

INTRODUCTION

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FIVP) invites the public to comment on this proposal to acquire
a24.88-acreprivate inholding within the Garrity Mountain Wildlife Management Area 0 fMA)
from Sherri Jamison for a cost of $50,000. The Ganity WMA, encompassing approximately
9000 acres, was acquired by MFWP with the help of the Rocky Mounkin Elk Foundation and
the Natural Resource Damage Program. The sale proceeded in two phases beginning in 2001
and concluding in 2002. The WMA was purchased primarily to provide ungulate winter range
and secondarily to provide for other species, public recreation, scenic vistas and watershed
health.

Consolidating property ownership within the boundary of the WMA is important to
management. Development of a single inholding within the V/MA could potentially jeopardize
the value of the entire area for wildlife. If the deparbnent were to be required to provide right of
access across the WMA in critical periods it could disturb wildlife populations for whose
protection the WMA was acquired.

PURPOSE AIYD NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION

Statement of Purpose

This purchase would ensure that the integrity of the Ganity Mountain WMA and the habitat that
it provides are not compromised by activities that could occur on a private parcel within its
boundaries. Private lands between Anaconda and Georgetown Lake are being subdivided
rapidly. Scenic properties with proximity to public lands are valuable for real-estate
development, and if MFWP does not acquire the Jamison parcel it is likely that it would be sold
and developed in the future. Acquisition of this parcel would help to protect the $5.8 million
dollar investnent made in this WMA 6y the Natural Resource Damage Prograrn, the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation and MFWP.

Authority and Direction

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is authorized by State law (87-l-209 MCA) to purchase wildlife
habitat for conservation that is seriousiy threatened, using funds from the Habitat Montana
program. Earmarked revenues obtained primarily from the sale of nonresident hunting licenses
fund the majority of Habitat Montana programs. The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Commission is the decision-making authority for land purchase proposals by MFWP, and this
Environmental Assessment is part of the decision rnaking process. Since the property is less than
100 acres and under $100,000 appraised value, the Montana Board of Land Commissioners will
not be required to review this sale.



Area Description and Description of Resources

The 24.88-acre parcel is composed of two patented mining claims, the Iron Crown lode and the
Soledad lode (mineral survey 8852), located at Township 5 N, Range 12 W, sections 28 and 33,
Deer Lodge County, Ivlontana. The property is located directly west of the town of Anaconda, in
the Warm Springs drainage and within immediate proximity to substantial state and federalland
holdings (Fig. 1). Ganity Mountain WMA (Fig. 2) is composed of forested foothills and
bunchgrass rangelands that rise up to the Continental Divide. Lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta)
stands and openings created by recently completed logging dominate the Jamison property.
About half of this steep parcel is still forested. There is no standing or perennial water on the
property. The site receives intermittent use by mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), white-tailed
deer (Odocoileus virginianus), elk (Cervus elaphus), bighom sheep (Ovis canadensis),moose
(Alces alces), black bear (Ursus americanus) and mountain lion (Felis concolor). Small
mammals and birds also use the site.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed action is for MFWP to acquire a fee title for the Iron Crown and Soledad lodes
from Sherri Jamison for a cost of $50,000 utilizing Habitat Montana funds. This property would
be managed as a part of the surrounding Garrity Mountain WMA. All regulations pertinent to
the WMA would apply to the Jamison property upon its purchase.

ALTERNATIVE TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

Alternative A--No Action

The no action alternative would leave the property in private ownership. The property would
remain subject to all legal rights of use, including potential residential subdivision and other
commercial practices. The landowner has expressed her intent to sell fee title, so a conservation
easement or lease would not be a reasonable alternative at this time.

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND NO ACTION

Threatened and Endangered Species

Threatened and endangered species that are present in the region and could potentially use this
property include the Canada lynx (Lynx Canadensis), gray wolf (Canis lupus) and gizzly beau.
(Ursus arctos). There have not been any recent, confirmed sightings of lynx or gizzly bear in
the Anaconda-Pintler Mountains and the nearest wolf pack, the Skalkaho pack in Upper Rock
Creek, is not known to use this area. Bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) are native to the Upper
Clarkfork watershed and are present in Warm Springs Creek which drains Garrity Mountain.
There are no known threatened or endangered plants on site. Inclusion of the Jamison property



within the Garrity Mountain WMA would benefit threatened or endangered species that might
occur there, by ensuring that this parcel would rernain undeveloped.

Alternative A (no action): This action would not preclude future development on the site.
Threatened and endangered species that might exist there could be adversely affected by
development if it were to occur. Erosion that could result from development of the Jamison
parcel could have adverse impacts on bull frout in Warm Springs Creek.

Montana Species of Concern

The Northern goshawk (Accipiter gentiles)is the only known Montana Species of Concern that
might use this site. There have been no confirmed sightings of goshawk here, however, and
intensive recent logging on site would likely discourage use in the near future. Westslope
cutthroat fr.olut(Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi) is a species of concern that occurs in the Upper
Clark Fork watershed. There are no perennial streams on the property, but future activities that
could result in significant erosion on the inholding could adversely affect this species. The
proposed action offers protection from habitat loss for sensitive plant and animal species that
might occur here, but have not yet been detected.

Altemative A (no action): This action would maintain private ownership of this land and
consequent risk of adverse impacts with development.

Wildlife (general)

The proposed action would protect wildlife habitat on Garrity Mountain WMA by assuring that
development and subsequent secondary irnpacts would not occur within the boundary of the
WMA. Ungulate use of Garrity includes bighorn rams from the Lost Creek herd (almost two
hundred sheep), over two hundred elk, as well as mule deer, white-tailed deer and a number of
moose. A wide variety of other mammals and birds reside on this state-owned property.

Alternative A (no action): This action would maintain the existing natural condition in the
immediate fitture, but would not protect against future development and potential losses of
habitat that could occur as a result.

Fisheries (general)

Since there is no perennial water on site, the proposal would have no direct impact to fisheries.
Additional road building or timber harvest on site could lead indirectly to sedimentation in
Barker or Warm Springs Creeks. Implernentation of this proposal would avoid these potentially
adverse impacts.

Alternative A (no action): The current condition and its associated future liabilities would be
retained under Alterative A.



Wetlqnds & Riparian Habitats

No wetlands or riparian sites occur on the Jamison property; as a result, there would be no direct
impacts to these resources from the proposal.

Altemative A (no action): This action would maintain the current condition.

Winter Range

Garrity Mountain WMA was acquired primarily because of its year-round value to big game. Its
grcssy faces and timbered slopes provide critical forage and thermal refuge for elk, deer, moose
and bighorn sheep. The WMA is closed to public entry annually, from December 2 through May
14, in order to provide maximum benefit to these species during a period of energetic stress. If a
private landowner were to force access to his/her property during this period, it could have
adverse impacts to the wintering ungulates for whose security the WMA was purchased.

Alternative A (no action): There is no guarantee that wintering ungulates would not be disturbed
under the no action alternative.

Forest Management & Ftre Suppression

If the proposed action were to be approved, forest cover on this parcel would be managed
cohesively to prevent fire and insect infestation on this parcel as well as throughout the WMA.

Alternative A (no action): Under this action forest and fire management of the Jamison parcel
would occur separate from the WMA within which it is located.

Public Access

The proposed action would maintain public access and opportunities for wildlife viewing and
hunting on Garrity WMA. Public access'would be permitted to the Iron Crown lode and Soledad
lode if the proposed action were implemented.

Alternative A (no action): Under Alternative A, a private party would retain sole access to the
mining claims. Public access on the WMA would not be expected to be impacted.

Livestock Grazing

Livestock grazing is currently prohibited within Ganity WMA; however the area receives
trespass livestock use on occasion. The proposed action would assure that livestock trespass
would not originate from the Jamison property.

Alternative A (no action): This altemative would maintain the current condition, which
potentially allows private parties to graze livestock on this parcel.



Air and Water Quality

The proposed action would not effect air and water quality.

Altemative A (no action): This action would not effect air and water quality directly, but if
future development were to occur it could have impacts on air and water quality.

Historic and Cultural Resources

With this draft EA the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is being contacted regarding this
project, and SHPO'S response will be included in the Decision Notice.

Altemative A (no action): This action would maintain the current condition for the immediate
future.

Neighboring Landowners and Local Community

The only neighboring landowner is MFWP. The agency would benefit from not having this
inholding within its WMA. No'direct impact on the local community would result from
implernenting this proposal.

Alternative A (no action): Potential development of this site could result in residential sites or
seasonal-use cabins.

Economic

The proposed action would eliminate the possibility of future residential or commercial
development of the subject land. The land would remain taxable so there would be no impact to
the county tax base (see Socio-Economic Assessment).

Alternative A (no action): This action could allow for development if approved by the County
Commissioners.

Cumulative Impacts

The proposed action would contribute to the long-term integrity of the Garrity Mountain WMA
by ensuring that its boundaries would be clear and development would not occur within its
perimeter. Overall, acquisition of this parcel would be expected to have a positive impact on the
environment and wildlife populations that depend on this WMA. MFWP would avoid paying
any potential future costs related to administering access to a private inholding within its
boundaries.

Alternative A (no action): The no action alternative could ultimately result in cumulative
adverse impacts to the environment if development (residential or commercial) were to occur on
the Jamison parcel subsequent to this proposal.



PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Formal public participation related to MFWP's proposed purchase, will begin with the
availability of this draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for public review and comment. The
availability of this EA for public review will be advertised in newspapers in Anaconda, Butte,
Great Falls, Helena, and Missoula. A copy of the draft EA will be mailed to any party who
indicates an interest in this proposal, and the EA will be posted on MFWP's website
www.fivp.mt.eov). The public review period will be from May 4,2005 through June 3, 2005.
A public hearing will be held in Anaconda at the Ancient Order of the Hibernarians Hall (AOH)
on May 18, 2005 at 6:30 pm. After reviewing public input received by or on June 3, 2005,
MFWP will select a preferred altemative. The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission will
be asked to render final decision on this proposal at its regularly scheduled meeting in July.

Comments should be addressed to Ray Vinkey, MFWP, I115 West Fourth St., Anaconda, MT
59711(phone 406-563-5668; email rvinkev@mt.gov). Comments must be postmarked no later
than June 3,2005.

NEED FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Based on an evaluation that the proposed action would not have a significant impact on the
physical and hurnan environment, under MEPA the proposed action would not be a significant
action affecting the human environment. Therefore, an environrnental impact statement would
not be a necessary level of review.

Person Responsible for Preparing this Environmental Assessment

Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks, Region 2,3201Spurgin Rd., Missoula, MT 59804
Ray Vinkey, Wildlife Biologist, Anaconda, Montana



Figure l. Jamison Property and surrounding area (note that lands formerly belonging to the
BLM, salmon color, now belong to the US Forest Service).
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Figure 2. Garity Mountain Wildlife Management Area
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DRAFT MANAGEMEI\T PLAN

GARRITY MOUNTAII\ WILDLIFE MAI{AGEMENT AREA

JAMISON PROPERTY

The Jamison property is completely surrounded by the Garrity Mountain Wildlife Management
Area. If acquired by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks the property would be managed according
to the same principles and regulations as any other land within the WMA, and no individual
direction would apply to the Jamison property. The management plan (Appendix A) for Garrity
Mountain WMA has four objectives: l) Prevent soil erosion and conserve and improve
vegetation communities, striving for maximum vegetation diversity dependent on soil types;
2) Manage for a wintering population of 50+ bighorn sheep, 200 elk and 100 mule deer, provide
for upland game bird production, and maintain existing non game species; 3) Provide for public
hunting and recreation; and 4) Manage for a variety of upland game birds, predators and
nongame species.



APPENDIX A. Management Plan - Garrity Mountain Wildlife Management Area

GARRITY MTN/GLEAR GK
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

MANAGEMENT PI.AN



*1""$ffifficnrrn'TAREA
Mr!120i0.I

INTRODUCIION

Phese one (5789 rccs) of thc Gaaity Mouaain/clcar cnekwiHhfc Managcmcot Arca
ves ecquircdin Feb.2001. Thcrc hsds wcrc puchescd thloqgh rhe Natrud Rcsouce
Darnzge Pnrytrnr for thc Montrne Deprrmcnt of Fisb wildlifc & Pad$ ftom the Rrxkr
Mountaia Flt Foundetim-tT Tiuabcr C,onpaay. Phase'I'wo of 6c rcquisitiron B18t ecres)
is schedr.rlcd to1xocced fuor€b thc Nrtucrl f,csource Dee4e Ptograrn 4".ing 2001 and be
complaed mm0?- Thfu }'{rCIrgefircor Pho is iutcoded to epp$ to tle cotirc ptopertv rdis
brsed oo ee rssrunptil:o thrtPhrsc Two of thc acquisitioa *rtt tr"

Gurityhftn/CikerclecL WMA

The pr4rocc of thc vl\{A is to providc riarr nngc for the Bighom shcep hctd, clk, mule
dcct end shieteil dccc. Sccon&tily, thc WMA crrs puchascdL iqprre-habiret for orhcr
wildlifc sperics en{ is €"'h'n€c publfo ccertiood opportuoiries, w*etsnd eod scenic
visEs.

l-b:_fu (5789 aes) of dc !(MA wzs prncfusd fot 13,7633O7J) ftom tic L'pper Clark
F'o*BesinRcstocrtim Fnd.Thh &cumcotisthc 6stcornprehcnsiveManrganent Plan
fot 6e Garitylr{ormtrin/Ctcrt Cfte& WlyfA fid qrill *, 5" 6n";s 'n""agcocot dircctiol
csublished nodct tte prscot circumsbes. It is inteodcd tet this pho be uodetcd
pcriodicrlly to lDaintdtr its 0ctrlitr.

Arcr Deecriptioo

The Gaaity Mountrin/ctcer csechwlwrt icv'olees nro sqanrc pieces of plopcrty. The

faaity 1,ltn parcel covcc a to,ul of 6?0? rcs locrted oq-caaiq iuountrio riproxlmrt*y
threc '-iler vc* ofAoecodg lf,r €igulc 1). Approrimrre$ 2{10 

"cr.s "f 
th. .r'a i" fruun$e1ss rnqgdeod * drrrtioac tom o,am m 4,000 feet 'ite rcmaiaiog 4300 acres are

predombeely secood grovth lo*epoh pine- The cber creel perer covlrs a torel of 2265
rccs.t tbc bcad of thc Cbar Cre& Dtninge south of Aoecmde. TAc Cl"at Crcck pr,opctry
nngcs eom 67{x} o 9ffi0 fcet in elerrrfon. Ttc tvo prrcels ere scParatcd by a semion or
Bune WearCmpnayleads.

Mtn" CkerCEeL
Phasc I 4343 tw
Phasc II 2364 819
Toal 6707



GARRITY MOT]NTAIN

For the Gtoit" Mouar-i. parccl two bnd managemeot or habitat rurie are delineated for
Purpo*cs of this Plan o1 tLe basis of topographr, vcgeatiorr, u'ildlife usc and otler
tnasegemeot coosid"r:e0ons.

vinter Range slopca and Baeior - rrre wMA h4s appoximatelv 2400 actcs of
ry.hryT Eng€lstrds- Thb p'c provide rle inportanr bigl,orn un 

"p,.lk, 
mulc dccr and

whiteail deet rrintet tenge The puimar.v g"ess species ."" riqgh fescue, Uelo fescue and
bluebuoch urhr?B".ss. Thesesouth/eest a"ing.t"pos, badnJaad benches are the kgv
colnPonerrt of this ea-sern^errt Tbese gasslends have not rcceivd domestic livestock ;*rC"g
11 

tbe.rqoted history of-rhe ag They rcprcsent the native buncbgass rangerands
historically found in &e Uppet Cla* Fork Basia.

tgE'ted -. The predominee '..ber qpe (a300 acres) fotrncl on the propertv is
lodgepotc prne- These repr€sent srcoad grow6 tiaber fo[os'iag **io"'l*otrng at the
turn of tlc las! *turr- I _his 

c1n{nnenipr,orides importent thimal and bidi4g co'o fo,*'iuttl'f d[- It alxr provider a di"rtny oilr"t i.", foi a vericty of otbcr urildlifc sgrccics. As
part.of the. pucbase sgreemert negotiated by the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and yT
]'tmbcl' YI Timb€r uril tcrmovc 5.2 millionbcrud feeiof tinbct &,om the property. yT
Timber utill have unnil Dec 2008 to complete theit hrrresting activitics otr t" prop.rry.

CLEAR CREEK

Tbc Clcar Cree} petcel has been brokeo into two habitet trocs for ttre purposc of the plan.

Botegt tfpes - A beseliae inreator-v would bc nccessarf to accuraely dCinsate rbe spccific
T.t": lp* gn this thcj woltd bc characrcrizcd by Douglas fir rt lower
elevations and white bark pine/sprtce highet et elevetbru.

Rock€gee ' Aeemximately 7(D actes of this parcel will be charactedzed as a rock,/scree
?f' F typc is fouod on dn higher eleuation notth slopcs of Clear Cteek aod the rrest-
side of Fifer Gulctr.

!t{ap,s (a311chcd)



GOAL

Mroage for bigbly ptoduaivc, divcrsc vcgcatirc commrmities that willprovide high qurlitt
fongc eod cover fornrtive udldlife spccies,with ao cmphasis oo bigbom shcep, d\ aod

muh dcer, rrhiteailed dca vintcc/spning foagc supplicsi iod rnonage fot hunting and

othet rccrcetiooel for &c P..bli. "sd 
acccss to Natiooal Forest lands.

oBJECTTVEt
Prwcnt soil erusiod ild coosccve rod inptgvc the veget*ino connlmitiest
fiiviag fot merriourr vegcta1ion divcnity &acadm on soil typce'

Prcblen a Incompht ycgctatbo etralysis end docurneoatioo. Atpresent drcre

arc !o rcgetilioo .ndfsb rr nsccts b undosand phnt compositbn oc focrgc

pnodrcdoo or utilizrtioo

Suangn Esteblish vcgctatioo traosecc to derctmiac plant commuofuy

corpositioo, moaitorvgeation treods, forege prcdu.tioo rnd utilizeticn. Establish

@nseca aod/ot endosures md s5tstcoaticdty collct dea based on the
tecosoreodations of thc DcpatmcnCs plmt ccolo5isr

Ptobbo Z: Thc purcbesc rgtccneot nqotitcd by tbc Roc&y Moontain Elk
Fourrdetiur endltTimber eltrccn forthe berscstof 5.2 million berdfect of timbct
froo dre propeny und Dc. 2008. YT Thberwill edhclc to herccsting guidcliacs

as pcrExbibit B'Tinbcr HlrrestPolict" of tbe Purchere Ageeocmwith eooual

rcvicw b,r thc Dcpt fWP aod tbc RMEF. The creot eod locatloo of barsr:st will be

etllfe dilcrctioo rs &f,nedin 6c hrrchesc ngrccncot Site specific mlolgmnt
decisi,oos will harce to wzicuotil tiobe! hrrcst has been complcted for eny qpccffic

sectbo.

Slrragr Moaitortirrber barncstrcrivitics mdveri& coryhtionoB 3Pcci6c

scctioos. DsrdQ rppsopEirE mq!?trn€otEsPooset es titnh hrvcst ptogttsscs
od try to enticipatc occdcd.cdons.

Problcn 3: Coatol aclxs weeds on drep({tcfty.

Smgr Anotrelly csrluate roge corditions rnd imploncot ilntgcmert pacticcs
thet willioprorc rugc cmditioos.!d rduce soil erocioo" Imflcmeot biolottcat
caotlol locrsur€s for leaty sptrgc esd crduate chcrniel coottol optioru" Monitor
titnbcs hrrvcat elear e^od amess loi& fot thc spteed of noxious wccds. lr{aoege m
cooreia rad rcdue cxisdng weed isftst tiot$ and endicetc ncw spccics rod
infestrtions.

Slrrngt': Atl rcad coosmrstbn cquipmmt end cqdPocnt used in offrcad logitrg
activitf must bc nnshcd by the cootrrcot and inspected bylT Forcst Officer prior
to ecadng Se areo to prevcot dirct '-asfer of woed seed to the site



Probhm 4: f respass liscstock- Boun&rt fences are incornplete or aonexistent.

Stretgn Ptiontze fence coastruaioa needs. f[s iqinal e*'Fheses will be oo tbc
eastertr bouadary ediacent to privaelends. Select ftnce type tletrcquircs minimal
rrainteoeoce aod poses the le.st hazad to u'ildlife movemeot Inspect feoces
annually and wod< dosctv vith .etghbors on cooperative fencc maoagemcnt-

Problem 5: Eftcts of public acccss- Increased public acccss, penicularh wrth
respe€t to vehicleE can result in hebirrt darnzge.

Stretegn Ptohibit offroad vehicle use. Restrict vehide access to establisbed road
dght of war es dcfiocd ic Exhibit C to Ameoded Recipocel Emcrnent Agrcetoeat.
rmplenreot sersonel ckxures aad proride adequae padrsg facilities and signing to
prcEst WMA soils and vegptatioo. Propord restrictioas ebched-

Probkm 6: Fire Protection aod Management

Statcglt: The rea is within the Anaconda Forcst 6.re Protectioo District and will be
assesscd by th€ DNRC.

Stmtegr: Adopt YI Fire Protection contract terns aod RNRC Forest Fire Riles &
Rcgulztioas for the U7b[4. (^m"h"d)

OBJECTIYE 2:

Maoage bt a wintcring population of 50+ bighorn shcep,2lXl elk ed 100
oulc deer; prwide for uplend game bird poduction eod rnainrain er<iedng
nongaurc species.

Problcrn t l?lk use of the tJflMA has bem and is erpccted ro increas€- The major
portioa of this herd's wintet rangc lies on thc WMA aod pdvate hnds to thc easl
This po'puletioa hzs inceased &om 40 to 175 head in the past 12 yean.

Streqr t Co'atinueefforts toworLwith pdvrre landoumeronpublic hrmtiqg
accessin otdertoconeolherdsize" oftheWMAvillcosurcpublic
hunting access on a portioa of the range and pmvidc additioad hrmting -qo:qgenenl
optioas. Harvest sheep,.& and deer populatioss ansuelb b Eriotsin animal
nunabes at or within range crpacity during all bur the most scsere v'intcs.

Ploblcm 2: The barsest of 5-2 millico bcrard feet of f,tnbcr wilt significaotb alter
rhe habiat conditions oo the Garrjry Mormais prcpefty for bull el& sccruity during
thc geoccai hrmting selson- This aloog wi& ao increase ia public rcccss rnay result
ia sa increased hen'eot rate for bull elL in Distria 214.

Stretegr 2: Monitor 6e harcert ratc of bulls aod post seasol bull/con' utios as pcr
the EIk l{anaganent Pha. Implernent a@ess rrstrictrons aod/or scasoo changes as
nccd€d.



r

ObirctiveS:

Prord& brpublic huatiry enil rccrcrtiotr

Pr,oblem t: Inctcascd md/c unlimited public eaces mey conflict witl
rr+nrgrnd[ obicctives of Foviling higb qtrdity *curc wintet nnge.

furrcg 1: Esablish rcarcn.l trrvdrodacccss lcstrictioos to plorcctwintct oogp
vdues br big grne spccbs whilc prwidiog lersonrbh rccess rnd rccreationd
oppcunltics. lfaintrir icfmstim "br'.. crqrt bnry thc accd for eod ecural trzvcl
rcruictios. Closc ftc WhtA to publb trard &om: Dec. 1 - May 15, cxcation for
Lioo huoti4g Dcc l-Dcc 15.

hoblcm 2; Off roed vchidc srrcl &*agpt rcils rad vqatetio-

Saeql 2 Paohibit otrroad $chide urvd Rcsrrict vehicular rrevd to desi$red
opca roods. Ercrt eqd noint'in sigos o infiorm tlc grblic of trard rcstdctiom.

hobhm 3: Conf,icts hanc occutred in thc past rquding vchicthr hunting access
bctvcco degeocral pub[cod YT cnryloycce oo thc propcrty.

StretqrS: Paohibit YT @oyccs or ooatncbrf ftom carying firerrns io &eir
vehidcs oo sete ptopcrtt during thegeo€cd huti4g esoss rililc drey rae cogqged
in tirabcc herrcst ectivity. No fircemc c er'chcry cquipmcot will be allarwed io
v€hicks @ stete Flolr€rty b.y"d rlces doocd m motsizd vcbicks-.

O$ccrive4:

l{EryE hrbitrt bt e vedcty of uflend genc birdr" predatoc and non ganc
rpecier.

hobleo: Nced m doorocot ryecics prcoeoe

Sq/ t Devclop e ryccies list of lesideot rlrd naigntosy species ndng tbe \MlvL{
by habiat typc.

Strrtcgr ?; Cootiouc plopcc lend oaorgcocot precticr ftetutiog high quality big
gamc wintct an8. crhich h.s end will prccidc fc o&cr sPecics.



. MONITORING

ManageoeatActioae: Mznagernent ections s'ill be evdueted thtrrugh the NIEPA

Plocess.

Vegetation: Vegetation uansects will be established s'ith the gridance of the

Department's plaot ccologisL Ttrese will bc directed towalcl dcrrmining 5pscics

compositioq Plrot succession and forage prodrrtion- The trrnsctts 'will be rua
mnually or as they aft csteblished to Eoaitor loog tern trends. Photos plots vill be

csnblished to monilor yqetation trends over time

Timbet Hrn'eet Tirrrbe harvest volumes wiII bc monitoted acconling t<l Exhibit
B "f imber Hrnrest Policy''of the Purchrse Agre€ment- Bi-rnontily harrcst rcports

from YT will be reyierped. Aoaud inspecrions rsirb YT Timber and tle RI{EF will
monitot and map tle area aad extent of tiabs harvest Photos poilts will be
establisbed by GPS uois to cstablish v€getative tecovef,l' ad trcods in hartest ereas.

Population: Numbers of bigboro sheep, elL whitetailed deer snd Eule deet will be

monitored bv fixed wing aLcflft, hdicopter, aad grouod obsersadoas &ring the
winer and qpaing. Month$ obscrrrado'ns s'ill bc uscd to dctcrninc total usc and

conelztcd to fcmge productioo to rcfine population obiectives for tte SfNl,{.

Pubtic use Man days of use vill bc dctcrmined by public contact and taffic
corurres. This information will be used to detemrine travel and s€esonal rcstrictioos.
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I. INTRODUCTION

State law authorizes Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MFWP) through its Habitat
Montana program to acquire interests in land for the purpose of protecting and improving
wildlife habitat. These acquisitions can be through fee title, conservation easanents, or
leasing. A socioeconomic assessment is required to be completed when wildlife habitat
is acquired using Habitat Montana funds. These assessments evaluate the significant
social and economic impacts of the purchase on local govemments, employment, schools,
and impacts on local businesses.

This socio-economic evaluation addresses the fee title purchase of property presently
owned by Sheni Jamison. The report addresses the physical and institutional setting as
well as the social and economic impacts associated with the proposed fee title acquisition.

II. PHYSICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL SETTING

A. Property Description

The Jamison property is located near Anaconda in Deer Lodge County, Montana. The
properly that MFWP would acquire is approximately 25 acres located within the Garrity
Mountain Wildlife Management Area. This land is comprised of 2-patented mining
claims; the Soledad and lron Crown Lodes, however there are no buildings. A detailed
description of this property is included in the environmental assessment (EA).

B. Habitat and rfildlife Populations

This 25-acre parcel is mainly timberland that has been harvested by RY Timber within
the last four years. Elk, deer, bighorn sheep, and black bears utilize the land as well as a
host ofother species.

C. Current Use

The Jamison property is predominately timberland and has been commercially logged.
There has not been any active mining on the site for many yeus.

D. Management Alteruatives

l) Purchase the property fee using Habitat Montana funds.
2) No purchase



FWP Fee Title Purchase

The intent of the Jamison land purchase is to consolidate lands in the Garrity Mountain
Wildlife Management Area to simplifu management and ensure the integrity of the
wildlife management area.

No Purchase Alternative

The no purchase alternative requires some assumptions since use and management of the
property will vary depending on what future owners might decide to do with the property.
The owner is selling her Montana land holdings and if MFWP does not purchase the
property, she will sell this parcel to a private buyer making wildlife management and
seasonal closures difficult and confusing.

III. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Section II identified the management alternatives this report addresses. The fee title
purchase will provide long-term protection of important wildlife habitat and consistent
management of this land. Section III quantifies the social and economic consequences of
the two management alternatives following two basic accounting stances: financial and
local area impacts.

Financial impacts address the cost of the fee title transfer to MFWP and discuss the
impacts on tax revenues to local government agencies including school districts.

Expenditure data associated with the use of the property provides information for
analyzingthe impacts these experlditures may have on local businesses (i.e. income and
employment).

A. Financial Impacts

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks will pay $50,000 for fee title on this property. This
includes the surface and mineral interests. Other financial impacts are associated with the
management of this land as part of the Garrity Mountain WMA.

The financiai impacts to iocal govemments are the potential changes in tax revenues
resulting from the fee title purchase. The sale of this land by Sherri Jamison and
subsequent title transfer to MFWP will not change the tax revenues that Deer lodge
County currently collects on this piece of property. MFWP is required by Montana Code
87-l-603 to pay "to the county a sum equal to the amount of taxes which would be
payable on county assessment of the property were it taxable to a private citizen."
Current taxes on this land amount to $21.31.



B. Economic Impacts

There will not be any significant financial impacts to local businesses associated with the
fee title purchase of this land by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. RY Timber recently
harvested the timber on this Zi-acre parcel.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

The fee title purchase and title fansfer to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks will provide
long term protection for wildlife habitat, maintain the open space integrity of the land,
enhance public recreation opportunities and simpliff management on the Garrity
Mountain WMA. The fee title purchase and title transfer to MFWP will not cause a
reduction in tax revenues on this property from their current levels to Deer Lodge County
under Montana Code 87-l-603


