
     SCOPING NOTICE 
Teton-Spring Creek Area Hunting Season Structure, Game 
Damage Hunt and Weapon Considerations 

 
Dear Interested Party, 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) will be conducting an 
environmental assessment (EA) to examine firearm safety issues and 
effective deer game damage measures in the area encompassing the former 
Teton-Spring Creek Bird Preserve. Additionally, we will be examining 
these same issues as they would be applied during the general hunting 
season. This review will include an analysis and public review process 
relative to these specifics pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy 
Act (MEPA).  
 
The Teton-Spring Creek Bird Preserve was created by statute in 1923. The 
statute governing game preserves states, in part, that “no person may hunt 
for trap, capture, kill, or take game animals, fur-bearing animals, or birds 
of any kind.” Additionally, the statute states that, “within the limits of the 
preserve, a person may not carry or discharge firearms, create any unusual 
disturbance tending to frighten or drive away any of the game animals or 
birds, or chase them with dogs.” The 5720-acre Preserve was comprised of 
92% private land and 8% public land (State of Montana-DNRC and Teton 
County/City of Choteau). Several ranch properties were subsequently 
withdrawn from the Preserve out of concern for “financial loss, property 
damage, and danger created by the over-population of deer on the 
Preserve.” In 2005, the Montana Legislature abolished the Teton-Spring 
Creek Bird Preserve through passage of SB 503.  
 
Since the creation of the Preserve, land use has gradually changed from 
primarily agricultural production to more of an agricultural/residential 
mix. The combination of the weapons ban in the Preserve, coupled with 
the juxtaposition of agricultural and residential development, has created a 
conflict between agricultural producers that are realizing crop damage and 
some residents that are concerned about safety issues surrounding the use 
of weapons that would be effective at controlling deer.  
 
Presently, only traditional archery equipment is allowed on a portion of 
the old preserve, while archery equipment and crossbows are allowed on 
another portion of the former preserve.   
 
You are invited to identify and provide comments on future management 
within the confines of the former Teton-Spring Creek Bird Preserve, and 
specifically, to address the issues identified above. 
 



Comments will be accepted through October 20, 2005, and can be 
submitted electronically at fwprg42@mt.gov (please include your name 
and address with your email), or in writing to Mt. Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks, (Attn: Gary Olson), 514 S. Front St. Suite C, Conrad, Montana 
59425 (please include: Teton-Spring Creek EA to identify subject). 
 
 


