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Dear FWP Commissioners and Interested Parties:

An environmental assessment prepared by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks on the proposed transfer of fee

title ownership of the Montana Agricultural Center and Museum in Fort Benton from FWP to the City of
Fort Benton is available for public comment Oct. I to Oct. 3 l.

To receive a copy of the environmental assesSment, please go to the FWP web site at fivp.mt.gov and

look under Public Notices, or call 406-444-3750 to have a copy mailed to you.

Comments may be emailed to: dmonger@mt.gov or mailed to: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, State

Parks Fort Benton EA, 1420 East Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 200701, Helena, MT 59620-0701.

Regards,

Qy
Doug Monger
Administrator
Parks Division



PART I.
1. Type ofproposed action,

Development

Renovation

Maintenance

Land Acquisition

Equipment Acquisition

Other (Describe)

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

MBPA/NEPA

PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

_(disposal)

Transfer of property currently owned by the state to the City
of Fort Benton

a
J.

Ifappropriate, agency responsible for the proposed action'

Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Name, address phone number and E-mail address of project sponsor.

Doug Monger, Parks Division Administrator
1420 E Sixth Avenue
PO Box 200701
Helena MT 59620
(406) 444-37s0

Name of project.

Montana Agricultural Center and Museum Transfer to City of Fort Benton

If applicable:

Estimated constructiotVcommencement date

December 30, 2005

Estimated completion date

December 30,2005
Cunent status of project design (% complete)

4.



7,

Locdion affected by proposed action (county, range and township)

Fort Benton Montana in T24N, R08E, Sec. 2, Chouteau Cogn-f

project size: estimate the numbers of acres that would be directly affected that are currently:

(a) Developed:
residential ...........,..... 

- 
acres

industrial............ 3.69 acres

(b) Open Space/Woodlands/
Recreation 

- 
acrles

(c) Wetlands/RiParian
Areas........ r acres

Floodplain

Productive:
inigated cropland.... 

- 
acrcs

dry oopland ........ 

- 
acres

forestry 
-acresrangeland.. 
- 

acres '

other......... 
- 

acres

Map/site plan: attach an original I ln' x ll" or larger section of the most recent USGS 7.5'series

,"pd"phtc map showing thJlocation and botmdaries of the area that would be affected by the ProPosq
action. A different map-scale may be zubstituted if more appropriate or if reqdired by agency rule. If
available, a site plan should also be attached.

Narrative sunmary of the proposed action or project including the benefits and purpose of the proposed

action.

In 19g5, the Montana Legislature passed a statute and an appropriation for $250,000 for Fish,

Wildlife & parks to u"qoltr property in Fort Benton for the Montana Agricultural Center and

Vf*i"- of the Northern-GreafPlains providing there would be no additional costs to the state. This

property included about 3.69 acres -d u nac*t industrial metal building. Since 1986, the property

lasbeen leased to and operated by either the City of Fort Benton or the River and Plains Society, a

non-profit organization for the purpose of operating a museum

Today, the Agricultural Center is an incredible asset to the people of thil state and our guests; it is
the result of many local benefactors and volunteers who have worked tirelessly to develop a first

class facility. Ali of the artifacts and displays within the museum were created, developed and are

owned by tie River and Plains Society. The o*n"tship by the state at the site continues to only be

the underlying real estate and the original metal building'

(d)

(e)

9.



10.

The State of Montana believes that transfer of the property to a qualified local government entity

such as the City of Fort Benton will streamline management of the facility. There is no reason for

the state to continue owning this property when local citizens have so graciously built and managed

it for almost twenty years. The state's role of providing for the initial acquisition of the property has

been tulfilled.

The Montana Legislature passed HB 564 in 2005 that allows FWP to transfer ownership of the

facility to a qualified local government at less than fair market value as long as the property

continues to be operated for an agricultural museum. HB 564 allows the state to reclaim ownership

of the property if for some reason the property ceases to be used as an agricultural center and

museum.

THE PROPOSED ACTION is to transfer fee title ownership of the Montana Agricultural Center and

Museum in Fort Benton to the City of Fort Benton for less than fair market value.

THE BENEFITS of this action will put control of this local facility in the hands of local people. The

transfer will conceivably allow the City of Fort Benton or the River and Plains Society to be able to

insure the premises for less cost than they now incur with the property in state ownership.

Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the required no action altemative) to the

proporid action whenever altematives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a

comparison of the alternatives with the proposed action/preferred alternative:

NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE: Under this alternative ownership of the site would remain with FWP.

FWP would continue to lease the site to the River and Plains Society (RPS) and the River and Plains

society would incur all costs associated with the property including the insurance ($3,460/year) and the

Special Improvement District costs ($l,360lyeat). This alternative is the current situation. Because

the site is state property, it is being insured as part of the state's general policy for loss and liability.
The RPS feels that if the property were owned by the City of Fort Benton or by RPS that the insurance

premiums and SID's could be lowered. If no action were taken the current site management

agreements would remain in place. These agreements have worked adequately. This'altemative is not

the preferred alternative because it does not address the underlying desire of the legislature to transfer

the property to a local entity, nor does it address the concerns of the River and Plains Society that must

reimburse the state for any costs associated with the property.

ALTERNATIVE #1, PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE: Under this alternativE FWP WOUId tTANSfET fEC

title ownership of the site to the City of Fort Benton as allowed in HB 564. Ownership would only be

transferred upon approval by the FWP Commission, the State Board of Land Commissioners, and af[er

FWP has received full and complete payment/reimbursement for all tax and SID assessments and

insurance payments from the fuver and Plains Society. Title transfer will occur at no cost to the City
of Fort Benton. A reversionary clause will be included in the title ensuring that the property always be

used to operate an agricultural museum. This is the preferred alternative because it follows the

legislative intent to transfer the property to a local entity and it will help the River and Plains Society

reduce their operational costs.

ALTERNATIVE #2:Title transfer atfair market value. Under this alternative FWP would transfer the

property to the City of Fort Benton but will charge the City full fair market value for the property.



I l.

This alternative would require that the land and building be appraised. This altemative is not the

preferred alternative beCause it is lrnlikely that the Crty of Fort Benton could afford to purchase the

p.p.ny at fair market value. Additionally, Legislative intent was clear in IIB 564 that FWP make the

properly transfer at less than fair market value.

Listing of each local, state or federal agency that has overlapping or additional jrnisdiction.

(a) Permits
AgencyName:

N/A

Permit: Date Filed:

AgencyName: FundingAmount:

N/A

List of agencies conzulted dwing preparation of this Environmental Checklist:

City of Fort Benton was conzulted and provided with a draft copy of this environmental assessment

prior to it being released for public comment.

Name of Preparer(s) of this Environmental Checklisr

Doug Mongel, Administrator, State Parks Division, FWP

Date submitted: September 28,2005

12.

13.

t4.

4

cl mer Gedapping or Additional Jurisdic@
Type of Responsibility:Age-ncyName:

N/A



PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

pHysIcAL EI\TVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Land Resources" checklist, provide a narrative

description and evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on land resources. Even if you checked
.,nonei'in this table, explain how you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects of

the action as well as the long-term effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

1 . LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action result
in:

IMPACT

Can lmpact Be
Mitigaled

Comment
IndexUnknown None Minor

Potentially
Significant

a" Soil instability or changes in geologic

substructure?
x

b. Disruption, displacement, erosion, compaction,
moisture loss, or over-covering ofsoil which
would reduce productiviry or fertility?

X

c. Destruction, covering or modification of any

unique geologic or physical features?
x

d. Changes in siltation, deposition or erosion
pattems that may modif the channel of a river or
stream or the bed or shore ofa lake?

X

e. Exposure ofpeople or property to earthquakes,

landslides, ground failure, or other natural hazard?
x

f. Other

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the

subject property other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains

SoCiety is assumed to continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a

new underlying landowner, the City instead of FWP.



l

PHYSICAL EI{VIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Air" checklis! provide a nanative description and

evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on air resources. Even if r9u chectkgd 'horle" in this table,

explain how you came to that conclusion. 
'Consider 

the immediate, short-term effects of the action as well as the

tong+erm eft:ects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

2. AIR

Will the proposed action result
in:

a Emissiqr of air pollutarts or dcoaiacftn of
ambient air quditY? (also scc 13 (O

b. Crcation of objcctionablc odots?

c. Alcraion of airmowmcnt, tmishrc' a
rcmpcraturc pattcrns or any clrmgc in climatc' ciftcr
locally or regionallY?

d. Advcrsc cfrcas or vcg@io'n' includirycrops' duc

o incrcrcd enrissions of polltttos?

c. Any dischargc that will corf,ict with trcnl or

strtc air quality lcgs?

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create nophysical chanqe-on the

subject p-p"tty other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains

Society is asstrmed to continue to operate the gite q they have in the past with the only change being a

. new underlying landowner, the City instead of FWP'

6



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of
evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on

explain how you came to that conclusion. Consider the

Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

this "Water" checklist, provide a nanative description and

water resources. Even if you checked "none" in this table,

immediate, short-term effects as well as the long-term effects.

3. WATER

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

Can lmpact Be
Mitisated

Comment
IndexUnknown None Minor

Potentially
Significant

a. Discharge into surface water or any alteration ofsurface

water quality including but not limited to temperature,

dissolved oxygor or turbidity?

x

b- Changes in drainage pattems or lhe rate and amount of
surface runoff?

X

c. Alteration ofthe course or magnitude offloodwater ol
other flows?

x

d. Changes in the amount of surface water in any water

body or creation ofa new water bodY?
x

e. Exposure ofpeople or property to water related hazards

such as flooding?
X

f. Changes in the quality ofgroundwater? X

g. Changes in the quantity ofgroundwater? x

h. Increase in risk ofcontamination ofsurface or
groundwater?

X

i. Effects on any existing water right or reservation? x

j. Effects on other water usen as a result ofany alteration
in surface or goundwater quality?

X

k. Effects on other users as a result ofany alteration in
surface or groundwaler quantity?

x

l. Effects to a designated floodplain? X

m. Any discharge that will affect federal or state water
quality regulations?

x

n. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

prop;rtt other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The fuver and Plains Society is assumed

io continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the City instead of FWP.



PHYSICAL EI{VIRONMENT. At the bouom of this 'Yegetation" checklist" provide a narative description and-

;".dil;;the cumulative and secondary effects on vegetative resources. Even if you checked "none'in this table,

.,.pf"itt how you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects as well as the long-term effects.

ettacn additional pages of narrative if needed.

4. VEGETATION

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACI

Con Impact Bc
Miticed

Comllrcnt
lndo( '

Unknorrn Nm Mintr
Potcntially
Sigrificant

a Ctcrgcs in rbc divcnity, productivity or abrindaoc of plmt
spccic (including tccs, shrubs, gt&, crops, and tqudicplo8P

x

b. Altcrrlion of a ilant coltltrunily? x

c. Advcrsc cfrects or anyrmiquc, rrc,lfuiaicrrc4 6€tldmgercd
spocicr?

x

d. Rcducion in acrcagc or producrivity of ary agriculnrnl lad? x

.c. Establislurot or sprcad ofnoxktts w&&? x

f. Efrccill to w€tlads c prirr ord uniquc fumland? x

9O0rr x

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

property other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed to

"ontin* 
to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner, the

City instead of FWP.

I



PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Fish/Wildlife" checklist, provide a narrative description and

evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on fish and wildlife resources. Even if you checked "none" in this

table, explain how you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects as well as he long-term

effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

5. FISIVWLDLIFE

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

Can Impact Be
Mitigated

Commenl
lndexUnknown None Minor

Potentially
Significant

a. Deterioration ofcritical fish or wildlife habitar? x

b. Changes in the divenity or abundanc€ of game animals or bird

species?
x

c. Changes in the diversity or abundance ofnongame species? x

d. Introduction ofnew species into an area? x

e. Creation of a batrier to the migntion or movement of animals? X

f. Adverse effects on any unique, rare, threatened, or endangered

species?
x

g. Increase in conditions that stress wildlife populations or limit
abundanc,e (including harassment, legal or illegal harvest or other human

activity)?

x

h. Adverse effects to threatened/endangered species or their habitat? x

i. Introduction or exportation ofany species not presently or
historically occurring in the receiving location?

x

j. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

ptop.rty other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

io continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the City instead of FWP.



IIUMAN EI\IVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this'Noise/Electrical Efrects" checklist" provide a narrative description'

and evaluation ofthe cumulative and secondary effects of noise and electical activities. Even if you checked'hone" in

this table, explain how you came to that conclusion. Considerthe immediate, short-term effectsas well as the long-term

effects. Attach additional pages ofnarative ifneedcd.

6 . NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFTECTS

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

C8n tnpact B€
Mitised

Comnrnt
IrdcxUnknom None Minor

Potcntially
Sigrificant

a lrcreascs in cxisting rcise lo'cb? x

b. Eqosurc of people b scrvc or nuismce noisc lcvtb? x

c. Crction ofetecuosutic or elcctromagnctic cfu fiat oould bc

dcrrimental o human health or propcrty?
x

d. tntcrfercnce with radio or rclcvision rcccptior and opcrtion? x

c. Othcr:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will createno phy|9{-cha]Se.on 9. *Uj..t
ptop;try other than the owner listid on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed to
-"o"tinft 

to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner, the

City instead of FWP.
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Land Use" checklist, provide a narrative description and

evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on land use. Even if you checked "none" in this table, explain how

you came to that conclusion. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed. Consider the immediate, short-term

effects as well as the long-term effects.

7 . LAND USE

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

Can lrnpact Be
Mitigated

Comment
IndexUnknown None Minor

Potentially
Significant

a Alteration ofor interferenc€ with the productivity or profitability
ofthe existing land use ofan area?

x

b. A conflict with a desigrated natural area or area ofunusual
scientific or educational importance?

x

c. A conflict witlr any existing land use whose presence would
constrain or potentially prohibit the proposed action?

x

d. Advene effects on, or relocation of, residences? X

e. Compliance with existing land policies for land use,

transportation, and open space?
x

f. Increased traffic hazards, traffic volume, or speed limits or effects

on existing transponation facilities or pattems of movement of
people and goods?

x

g. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

propirty other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The fuver and Plains Society is assumed

io continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying land owner,

the City instead of FWP.

11



IfUMAN ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "RisVFlealth Hazards" checklist, provide a narrative description'

and evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects of risks and health hazards. Even if you checked *none' in

this table, explain how you came to that concluiion. Consider the immediate, short:term effects of the action as well

as the long+erm effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

8. RISIVIIEALTII IIAZARDS

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

CmlmpctBc
Mitiedrd

Corutot
IrdcxUnknorm None Minor

Potcrtially
Significott

r" Risk of an @lcion c relcasc of huardow substotocg

(including brn non limitcd lo oil, pesticidcs, clrcmicab c radi*fon)
in tfic crrcnt of an accidcnt q dhcr forms of disruptio?

x

b. Efem on oristing cmcrgarcy rEsPollsc or Gr||Grgs&? cttrcudion
plm or creatc nccd for a ncw Plm?

x

c. Crcdion of ury human hcalth hazard or potcntial hrufl x

d. Dsnlbancc o any sitcs with known or potatid dcposis of
hurdous macrials?

x

c. Thc usc of my chcmicd todcsts? x

f. Othcc

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

fn" proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

ptopltty other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

io cbntinue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the City instead of FWP.

12



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Community Impact" checklist, provide a narrative description

and evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on the community. Even if you checked "none" in this table,

explain how you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects as well as the long-term effects.

Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

9 . COMMI.JNITY IMPACT

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

Can Impact Be
Mitisated

Comment
IndexUnknown None Minor

Potentially
Significant

a. Alteration ofthe location, distribution, density, or Srowth rate of
the human population ofan area?

X

b. Alteration of the social structure of a community? X

c. Alteration of the level or distribution of employment or

community or personal income?
x

d. Changes in industrial or commercial activity? x

e. Increased traffic hazards or effects on existing transportation
facilities or panerns ofmovement ofpeople and goods?

x

f. Other:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

pfop;rti other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

to continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the Citv instead of FWP.
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IILMAN ENyIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Public ServiceVTaxesA]tilities" checklist, providea narrative'

description and evaluation of the ctrmulative and secondary effegts on public services, ta:res and utilities. Even if you

checked .hone. in this table, explain horrr you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects as

well as tbe long-terrr effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

I O. PTJBLIC
SERVICES/TNGSruTILITIES

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

Can lmpact Bc
Mitisdld

Comncnt
lndsrUnlsrown Nonc Minor

Potentially
Significanl

a An cfrcctupoq crcsult in anccd forncwcaltcrp4
prtmncnul scrviccs in ary of hc follo.wing rrcc firc c,polie
protcc'tloq sdtoob, pu*lrccrcaiont faciliticg rca& c drr
public rnainrnsrpq waEr supply, scwcr or s@ic sys6tts' solid
wastc afposrt, trcatq a drcr govcmmortrl scrviocs? lfso,
speifr

x

b, Efrcors on thc localorsac or bcc and rcvcnucs? x

c. A ncod fa ncw facilitics orsubsuntid dtlntim of aty ofthc
following utilitics: clcctric porvc, n*urrl glq oNhcrfirl supply or
distribution syctcnrq a oonnrunicaftm?

x

d. Incrcrcd rscd of aty arcrgY soroc?

c. Ohcr.

Additional information request€d :

f. Dcfuc projconcd rsv€$uc soutoes. NA

g; Drfrrc Fojodcd mafurcnmcc octs. NA

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposedaction considered by this environmental assessment will createno physical.change on the subject

property other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

io continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the City insteadof FWP. Because state park properties do not pay property taxes, there will be no change in
taxable value of the property to the City or County. It is assumed that the City will continue to require the River

and Plains Society to reimburse for SID assessments

14



HUMAN ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "Aesthetics/Recreation" checklist, provide a nanative description

and evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on aesthetics & recreation. Even if you checked "none" in

this table, explain how you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects as well as the long-

term effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

1 1. AESTHETICS/RECREATION

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

Can lmpact Be
Mitigared

Comment
IndexUnknown None Minor

Potentially
Sigrrificant

a. Alteration ofany scenic vista or creation ofan aesthetically

offensive site or effect that is open to public view?
X

b. Alteration ofthe aesthetic character ofa community or
neighborhood?

x

c. Alteration ofthe quality or quantity ofrecreationaUtourism
opportunities and settings? (Attach Tourism Report)

x

d. Adverse effects to any designated or proposed wild or scenic

rivers, trails or wildemess areas?
x

e. Otler:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

propltty other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

io Continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the City instead of FWP.
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT. At the bottom of this "CulturaVhistorical Resources" checklist" provide a narrative

description and evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects on cultural/historical:resourses. Evcn if yorr

checked n.none" in this table, explain how you came to that conclusion. Consider the:immediate, short-term effects as

well as the long-term effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed.

| 2, CIlLTrIRArlrrsToRrcAt
RESOT'RCES

Will the proposed action result in:

IMPACT

CmlnprctBc
Milised

Commcm
IndcxUnloorrn Nonc Minc

Pototially
Significuil

a. Deslruction or alteratior of my sitc, sfumrc or objca of
irchistoric hilstorig or palcontologicat importrrcc?

x

b. Physicat changcs tlrduould afrcc unigue odnml valuc? x

c. Effccts or existing rcligiors or sacrcd uscs of a sir q arca? x

d. Advcnc cfrc{Ns o historic a G-ulorsl rcsourccs? x

c. O6cr:

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

ptopltty other than the owner listed on the titlp and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

to continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landownern

the City instead of FWP.
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HUMAN EI\TWRONMENT. At the bottom of this "summary Evaluation of Significance" checklist, provide a

narrative description and evaluation of the cumulative and secondary effects. Even if you have checked "none" in this

table, explain h-ow you came to that conclusion. Consider the immediate, short-term effects as well as the long-term

effects. Attach additional pages of narrative if needed'

I 3. SUMMARY EVALUATION OF

SIGNIFICANCE

Will the proposed action, considered as a

whole:

IMPACT

Can lmpact Be

Mitigated
Commenl

IndexUnknown None Minor
Potentially
Significant

a. Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (A project or program may result in impacts on two
or more separate resources which create a sigrrificant effect when

considered together or in 1otal.)

x

b. Involve potential risks or adverse effects which are uncertain but

extremely hazardous ifthey were to occur?
x

c. Potentially conflict with the substantive requirements of any

local, state, or federal law, regulation, standard or formal plan?
x

d. Establish a precedenl or Iikelihood that future actions with
sigrificant environmental impacts will be proposed?

X

e. Generate substantial debate or controveny about the nature ofthe
impacts that would be created?

x

f Have organized opposition or generate substantial public
controversy?

x

Additional information requested:

g. List any federal or state permits required. NA

Narrative Description and Evaluation:

The proposed action considered by this environmental assessment will create no physical change on the subject

ptopirty other than the owner listed on the title and in county records. The River and Plains Society is assumed

to continue to operate the site as they have in the past with the only change being a new underlying landowner,

the City instead of FWP.
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Discuss the cumulative and secondary effects of this project as a whole.

Because the proposed action is administrative in nature, there

should be no impacts of the proposed action, cumulative or
secondary.

Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this Environmental Checklist (Part

II), is an EIS required?

YES

NO _x_
If an EIS is not required, explain why the current checklist level of review is
appropriate

3. Describe the pubJic involvement for this project,

Notification of this environmental assessment was dishibuted to the

staridard FWP mailing list and local elected officials noticing recipients of
the availabilrty of the full EA. The complete EA was distributed to the City
of Fort Benton and the River and Plains Society. Newspaper legal notices
were published in the Helena Independent Record and the Fort Benton
River Press. Notices were posted on the FWP-internet site.

4. What'was the duration of the plblic comment period?

October l, 2005 - October 31, 2005.

l.
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