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DECISION NOTICE 
Acquisition of Duhame Property 

9 November 2005 
 

Proposal 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) proposes to accept fee title and management 
responsibilities for an approximately 1,745-acre parcel (currently held by Duhame 
Brothers Limited Partnership), south of Durant Canyon along Silver Bow Creek in Butte-
Silver Bow County.  The Property is located in T3N, R9W, sections 19, 20, and those 
portions of sections 17 and 18 south of Silver Bow Creek, and that portion of T3N, 
R10W, section 13 that lies east of the Mount Haggin and Fleecer Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMA) and south of Silver Bow Creek. The Property lies adjacent to the northeast 
corner of Mount Haggin and Fleecer WMAs. The Property is to be acquired by the 
Greenway Service District (GSD) with funding from the Natural Resource Damage 
Program (NRDP), and subsequently held in fee title by FWP as an addition to the Mount 
Haggin WMA.  
 
The purpose of this proposal is to preserve critical winter range and year-round wildlife 
habitat. Shrublands, side hills and south-facing slopes provide year-round mule deer 
forage areas, while top slopes contain grassy meadows that provide winter-long elk 
forage.  North-facing, forested slopes provide security in hiding cover and bedding areas 
for big game. The Property contributes to the support of as many as 300 mule deer and 
over 330 elk that winter on and adjacent to the existing WMAs in the vicinity of the 
Property. Moose, black bear, mountain lion, bobcat, coyote, fox, badger and mountain 
grouse also use the Property. 
 
Montana Environmental Policy Act Process 
 
FWP prepared an Environmental Assessment pursuant to MEPA.  FWP made this 
document available during a 30-day public comment period that began on 6 October 
2005 and ended on 4 November 2005.  FWP advertised the public comment period on the 
proposed project by legal notice in the Montana Standard (9 October 2005). This 
document was available in its entirety on FWP’s Internet web site (www.fwp.mt.gov). 
 
A public hearing regarding this acquisition and six other projects proposed for NRDP 
funding was conducted by NRDP in Butte on 4 October 2005 at 7pm at the Red Lion Inn. 
Twenty-four people attended this meeting.   
 
FWP distributed copies of the draft EA before the comment period began and responded 
to additional requests as they were received.  A copy of the EA was sent to eight adjacent 
landowners, as well as the following persons or organizations for review: 
 
*Governor's Office, Mike Volesky, State Capitol, Room 204, P.O. Box 200801, Helena, MT 
59620-0801 
*Environmental Quality Council, State Capitol, Room 106, P.O. Box 201704, Helena, MT 
59620-1704 
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*Dept. of Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 
*Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT  59620-1601 
*Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 
Director's Office Parks Division    Lands Section           FWP Commissioners                                         
Fisheries Division Legal Unit             Wildlife Division         Design &Construction 
*MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 201202, Helena, MT 
59620-1202 
*MT State Parks Association, P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103 
*MT State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620 
*Silver Bow County Commissioners, 155 West Granite, Butte, MT 59701 
*James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, P.O. Box 1184, Helena, MT 59624 
*Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 
*George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helena, MT 59624 
*Jerry DiMarco, P.O. Box 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771 
*Montana Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624 
*Wayne Hurst, P.O. Box 728, Libby, MT 59923 
*Glenn Hockett, Gallatin Wildlife Association, 745 Doane Road, Bozeman, MT 59715 
*Tom Sathers, Headwaters Fish & Game Association, P.O. Box 1941, Bozeman, MT 59771-1941 
*John Gatchell, Montana Wilderness Association, P.O. Box 635, Helena, MT 59624 
*William Fairhurst, Public Lands Access Association, P.O. Box 247, Three Forks, MT 59752 
*Skyline Sportsman Association, P.O. Box 173, Butte, MT 59701 
*Anaconda Sportsman Club, #2 Cherry, Anaconda, MT 59711 
*State Land Coalition, Jack Atcheson President, 3210 Ottawa Street, Butte, MT 59701 
*Bill Tash, 1200 Hwy 178, Dillon, MT 59725 
*N. Clark Wheeler, P.O. Box 1053, Bozeman, MT 59715 
*Steve Egeline, USDA Forest Service, 1820 Meadowlark Lane, Butte, MT 59701 
*Dori Skrukrud, Community Development Office, 155 West Granite, Butte, MT 59701 
*Carol Fox, Natural Resource Damage Program, PO Box 201425, Helena, MT 59620-1425 
*BP-ARCO, Attn: Rob Jordan, 317 Anaconda Road, Butte, MT 59701 
*Ken, Joan and Kris Duhame, 501 Browns Gulch, Butte, MT 59701 
 
Summary of Public Comment 
 
Twenty-two citizens and two FWP personnel attended the public meeting on 4 October 
2005 in Butte.  Eight individuals testified on behalf of the Duhame acquisition at the 
hearing, including representatives from the Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club, the Skyline 
Sportsmen’s Club, the Greenway Service District, and the George Grant Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited.  All spoke in favor of the project.   
Written comments were received from three parties during the comment period. Each 
voiced support for the acquisition: 
 

 "We have supported this (acquisition) from day one and continue to support it for 
the benefit of the citizens of Butte and surrounding area and all Montanans.” 
Leroy Mehring, President, Butte Skyline Sportsmen Association 

 
 “The Anaconda Sportsmen Club is totally in favor of this acquisition.” Lorry 

Thomas, President, Anaconda Sportsmen Club 
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 “Mount Haggin WMA is not only the backyard to many of our members from the 
Butte and Anaconda area, but the destination of others who travel there in search 
of fish and wildlife. …Purchase of adjacent properties and protecting them from 
inevitable subdivision will benefit Montana hunters, anglers and a variety of 
wildlife” Larry Copenhaver, Conservation Director, Montana Wildlife 
Federation 

 
No comments against the proposal were heard or received during the comment period. 
 
In addition to the comments received during the MEPA process, Senate Bill 529 (2005 
Montana Legislature) requires noxious weed inspections and weed management 
agreements for certain land transfers to non-federal public agencies.   John Moodry, 
Butte-Silver Bow Weed Control Supervisor, inspected the property in April 2005.  The 
results of his inspection are being incorporated into a Noxious Weed Management Plan 
for the property that is intended to eliminate noxious weeds on the property over the next 
five years.  This plan will be finalized if the project acquisition proposal is approved and 
will become part of the Purchase Agreement between FWP and landowners as required 
by SB529.     
 
Decision 
 
The proposed acquisition received support from all who provided comments on the 
Duhame acquisition at the NRDP public hearing in Butte, as well as three parties who 
wrote letters of support.  
 
Based on the analysis in the EA and the applicable laws, regulations and policies, the 
department determined that this action would not have a significant effect on the natural 
or human environment.  Therefore, the EA is the appropriate level of review and an 
environmental impact statement will not be prepared.  It is my decision to implement the 
preferred alternative as proposed in the Draft EA. 
 
In consideration of these facts, I am pleased to recommend that the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks Commission approve the acquisition of the Duhame Property, 
contingent upon approval of funding by the NRDP. 
 
By notification of this decision, the Draft EA is hereby made the Final EA.  The Final EA 
may be viewed at or obtained from Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks at 1400 S 19th 
Avenue, Bozeman, MT 59718 or www.fwp.mt.gov/publicnotices. 
 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Flowers       9 November 2005 
Regional Supervisor 
Bozeman, MT 
 


