
Region 2 Headquarters 
3201 Spurgin Road 
Missoula, MT 59804-3101 
Phone 406-542-5500 
November 21, 2005 

 
 
Governor’s Office, Attn: Mike Volesky, PO Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801 
Environmental Quality Council, PO Box 201704, Helena, MT  59620-1704 
*Dept. of Environmental Quality, PO Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 
*Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, POB 201601, Helena, MT 59620-1601 
*Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 
 Website, Commission Secretary, Division Secretaries, Regional Office Managers, Region 2 

Information Officer 
*State Historic Preservation Office, PO Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620-1202 
*MT State Library, PO BOX 201800, Helena, MT 59620-1800 
Jim Jensen, MT Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena, MT  59624-1184 
Mayor Joe Petrusaitis, City of Hamilton, 223 S.2, Hamilton, MT 59840 
 *Mailed electronically 

 
 
Dear Interested Citizen: 
 
The enclosed Decision Notice (DN) has been prepared for the proposed Hieronymus Pond Fish 
Removal Project near Hamilton.  FWP would lower the water levels in the pond; physically 
remove suckers, pikeminnows and yellow perch and put most of them in the Bitterroot River or a 
nearby ditch; install a drain structure; and stock the pond with rainbow trout in order to provide a 
more desirable fishery. 
 
This DN is also available for review in Helena at FWP’s Headquarters, the State Library and the 
Environmental Quality Council.  It also may be obtained from Region 2 FWP Headquarters at 
the above address, or viewed on FWP’s Internet website:  http://fwp.mt.gov (“Recent Public 
Notices”). 
 
If you have questions, please contact Chris Clancy (mail to 1801 N. 1st Street, Hamilton, MT 
59840; phone 406-363-7169; or email cclancy@mt.gov). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Mack Long 
 
Mack Long 
Regional Supervisor 
 
ML/sr 
 
Enclosure:  Hieronymus Pond Fish Removal Project DN 



 
 

DECISION NOTICE:  Hieronymus Pond Fish Removal Project 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 
Hieronymus Pond is located at the north edge of Hamilton, Ravalli County, Montana on property 
owned by the City of Hamilton.  The pond is approximately 3.2 acres in surface area and lies on 
the southern portion of Hieronymus Park. It is somewhat shallow for a fishpond.  To improve 
access to the pond, a bridge was recently constructed across the Corvallis Canal through the 
efforts of the City of Hamilton, Bitterroot Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Montana Fish Wildlife & 
Parks and several local businesses.  Hieronymus pond supports several species of fish including 
largescale and longnose suckers, northern pikeminnow, redside shiners, yellow perch and was 
stocked with rainbow trout in 2004.  The proposed action is to drain the pond by digging a trench 
between the pond and Corvallis Canal.  We will then install a structure that will allow future 
draining and refill and reclaim the trench.  At this time we will remove many of the fish. We 
would then stock the pond with trout to provide a more desirable fishery.   
 
 
PUBLIC PROCESS AND COMMENT 
An Environmental Assessment was written for this proposal, and it was posted February 9, 2005 
on the Fish, Wildlife and Parks website.  Legal notices were published in the following 
newspapers:  Independent Record (Helena) on February 13, Missoulian on February 13, and 
Ravalli Republic (Hamilton) February 16 (Appendix 1, “Public Notice”).  A notice and copies of 
the EA were sent (8 Feb 2005) to:  
 

Governor’s Office, Attn: Mike Volesky, PO Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801 
Environmental Quality Council, PO Box 201704, Helena, MT  59620-1704 
*Dept. of Environmental Quality, PO Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 
*Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, POB 201601, Helena, MT 59620-1601 
*Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 

  Website, Commission Secretary, Division Secretaries, Regional Office Managers, Region 
2 Information Officer 
*State Historic Preservation Office, PO Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620-1202 
*MT State Library, PO BOX 201800, Helena, MT 59620-1800 
Jim Jensen, MT Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena, MT  59624-1184 
Mayor Joe Petrusaitis, City of Hamilton, 223 S.2, Hamilton, MT 59840 
 *Mailed electronically 

 

The comment period of about 34 days ended March 14, 2005.  No comment was received from 
the public. 
 
 
DECISION 
Based on the analysis in the Environmental Assessment (EA) and the applicable laws, 
regulations and policies, I have determined that this action will not have a significant effect on 



the natural or human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement will not be 
prepared. 
 
It is my decision to implement the proposed action and proceed with the work identified, 
beginning in the Spring 2006.  By notification of this Decision Notice, the draft EA is hereby 
made the final EA without any modifications or additions.  The final EA may be viewed at or 
obtained from Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks at the address below.  Please direct any further 
requests or questions to Pat Saffel, Region 2 Fisheries Manager. 
 
 
/s/ Mack Long 11-21-05 
     
Mack Long, Regional Supervisor Date 
Region 2 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
3201 Spurgin Rd. 
Missoula, MT 59804 
Phone 406-542-5500 
 



APPENDIX 1.  Legal Notice 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) seeks public review of its proposed fish removal project 
at Hieronymus Pond in Hamilton, MT.  FWP would lower the water level in the pond; physically 
remove suckers, pikeminnows and yellow perch and put most of them in the Bitterroot River or a 
nearby ditch; install a drain structure; and stock the pond with rainbow trout in order to provide a 
more desirable fishery.   A copy of the draft environmental assessment for this project may be 
obtained from FWP, 3201 Spurgin Rd., Missoula, MT 59804 (phone 406-542-5500) or may be 
viewed on FWP’s Internet website:   www.fwp.mt.gov.  
 
Comments will be accepted until 5:00 P.M., March 14, 2005.  Please mail comments to Chris 
Clancy, FWP, 1801 N. 1, Hamilton, MT 59840 or email to cclancy@mt.gov. 
 
 
 


