
Montana Department of Transportation 
270 1 Prospect Avenue 

PO ~0x20100 l  
Helena MT 59620- 100 1 

April 1 1, 2005 

Jim Lynch, Director 
Brian Schweitzer, Governor 

Environmental Quality Council 
Legislative Environmental Policy Office 
P.O. Box 201704 
Helena MT 59620-1 704 

APR 1 2 2005 

LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY OFFICE 

Subject: Project No.: STPE 7(39) 
Project Name: Neihart School Rehab - Cascade 
Control No.: 5049 

Attached is one (1) copy of the Cateqorical Exclusion qroup (c) environmental document 
for this proposed project for your files. 

This document complies with the provisions of 75-1-103 and 75-1-201 M.C.A. (see ARM 
18.2.261, MEPA "Actions that qualifv for a Categorical Exclusion" as applicable to the 
Montana Department of Transportation). 

David C. ~arsofi ,  P.E. 
CTEP Project Engineer 

DCL: 

Attachment 

copy: Project File 

S:\CTEP~PROJECTS\207~CASCADE~CO\5049_NEIHART-SCHOOL\ENV-DOC\5049EQC DIST LTR.DOC 

Community Transportation Enhancement Program A, opportun;ty ~~~l~~~~ Engineering Division - Consultant Design Bureau 
Phone: (406) 444-4221 TTY: (800)-335-7592 

Fax: (406) 444-9451 Web Page: www.mdt.state.mt.us 



GREAT FALLS CITY-COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
SERVING THE COUNTY OF CASCADE AND CITY OF GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 

March 22, 2005 

Janice W. Brown, Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59602 

Subject: Categorical Exclusion Group (d) Action Letter 

Project No.: S'rPE 7 (39) 
Project Name: Neihart School Rehab-Cascade 
Control No.: 5049 

This is a request for the FHWA's concurrence that this proposed project meets the criteria for 
classification as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 23 CFR 771 .I 17(d). This 
proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of ARM 18.2.261 
(Sections 75-1 -1 03 and 75-1 -201 MCA). Project location maps are attached. 

This proposed project is: minor rehabilitation of an historic building, including minor foundation 
repairs, replacement of doors, rehabilitation of a brick chimney, repairlreplacement of 
deteriorated logs, and installation of a new metal roof. 

The location of this proposed project is: Historic Neihart School, 200 South Main, Neihart, 
Montana, adjacent to US Highway 89. 

The intent of this proposed project is to rehabilitate the exterior of an historic building adjacent to 
a federal highway. 

This proposed project has been evaluated for, and does not have any adverse effect on the 
following environmental areas of concern: 

x Stormwater Runoff - - x Noise 
x Prime & Unique Farmlands - - x Section 404 - Clean Water Act 
x Floodplains (E.O. 1 1988lFElblA) - - x SocialIEconomic 
x Hazardous Waste - - x Stream Preserv.NVater Quality 
x HistoricallCultural Resources - - x ThreatenedIEndangered Species 
x Changes in Land Use - - x Wetlands (E.O. 1 1990) 
x USDOT - 4(9/NL& WCF - 6(9 Acts - 

The proposed project will have a minor effect on the following environmental area@): 

HistoriclCultural Resources - The Neihart School was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) on March 7, 2003. A Section 106 Determination of Effect for the proposed work 
under this project has resulted in a finding of "No Adverse Effect" on March 8, 2005, with 
concurrence in that determination by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on March 16, 
2005. A Copy of the Determination letter is attached. 

Asbestos -The building's roofing material was tested for asbestos products, and was found to 
contain no asbestos material. 

CIVIC CENTER, P.O. BOX 5021, GREAT FALLS, MT 59403-5021, (406) 771-1 180, FAX (406) 452-6256 1 
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Categorical Exclusion Group (d) Letter 

Lead-based Paint - The building's materials have been tested for lead-containing paint. The 
results of the test indicate that the existing exterior paint is not lead-containing. 

Americans with Disabilities Act - The Neihart School currently has access for disabled persons, 
and this project will improve that access by installing new ADA compliant doors. All 
improvements constructed as a part of this project will be installed in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (PL 101 -336). 

Public Involvement - The public was made aware of the potential use of funds for historic 
preservation projects through ads placed in the Great Falls Tribune, Cascade Courier, Belt 
Times, Consumers Press and the Fairfield-Sun Times. In addition, direct mailings were sent to 
individuals, groups and organizations that might have an interest. Finally, a press release was 
sent to the local press. 

A presentation on the project was given to the Great Falls City-County Planning Board. Then, at 
a regular, public Plannirlg Board meeting, the Board approved the project, and recommended 
approval by the Great Falls City and Cascade County Commissions. The City and County 
Commissions subsequently approved the project at regular, public meetings. 

Cumulative Impacts - Cascade County, the Town of Neihart and Montana Department of 
Transportation currently have no active and no proposed projects in the vicinity of this proposed 
project. Therefore, there is no cumulative environmental impact to be considered. 

This project will not induce significant land use changes or promote unplanned growth. There 
will be no significant affects on access to adjacent properties or present traffic patterns. This 
project will not create disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects on minority and low-income populations (E.O. 12898) and complies with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d). In accordance with 23 CFR 771 . I  17(a), this action 
will, neither individually nor cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. 'Therefore, 
we are requesting FHWA's concurrence that this proposed project is properly classified as a 
Categorical Exclusion. 
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Categorical Exclusion Group (d) Letter 

- - 
Andrew Finch 
Environmental Certifying Official for Cascade County 

Concur 
Mike Wherley, P.E. 

" 

CTEP Engineer 

Concur 

"ALTERNATIVE ACCESSIBLE FORMATS OF THIS 
DOCUMENT WILL BE PROVIDED ON REQUEST 

Attachment: Environmental Checklist 
Project Location Maps 

cc: Michael Johnson, MDT, District Administrator - Great Falls 
Tom Martin, P.E., MDT, Consultant Design Engineer 
Jean Riley, P.E., MDT, Environmental Services Manager 
David W. Jensen, MDT, Supervisor - Fiscal Programming Section 
Mike Wherley, P.E., MDT, CTEP Engineer 

. Environmental Quality CouqC;;d?P 
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Neihart School Rehab - Cascade 
STPE 7 (39) 
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, , 1: Mark Baumler, Ph.D. 
State Historic Preservation Office i ~EI~JE-J 14 10 8'h Avenue 

L.;.... ! 

P 0 Box 201202 
Helena, MT 59620-1202 - RXR-~.? 2005 -. -.' -. -. ------_.__.--_ -. 

" F#mONMENTA J { 

Subject: STPE 7(39) 
Neihart School Rehab - Cascade County 
Control No. 5049 

Dear Mark: 

Enclosed is the preliminary plans for the rehabilitation of the National Register-listed Neihart 
School (24CA969) in Cascade County. The rehabilitation has been proposed as a CTEP project 
by Cascade County and the conlmunity of Neihart. The project would include masonry and 
foundation repairs, the replacement of doors, the rehabilitation of a brick chimney, repair of 
deteriorated logs, and the installation of a new metal roof. Based on the proposed plans, we 
have determined that the proposed project would have No Adverse Effect to the NRHP-listed 
Neihart School. We request your concurrence. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 444-6258. 

&kL Axline, Historian 

Environmental Services 

Enclosure 

cc: Mike Wherly, P.E., CTEP Section Supervisor 
Bonnie Steg, Resources Section 

AREAT FALLS G BOARD cw C O U ~  OFFICE 
Y 

Environmental Services Bureau 
Phone: 1406) 444-7228 

Engineering Division 
7lY: 18001 335-7592 




