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This is a request for the FHWA's concurrence that this proposed action meets the criteria for 
classification as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 22 CFR 771.1 17(d). This 
proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of ARM 18.2.261 
(Sections 75-1-103 and 75-1-201, M.C.A.). 

This program will consist of applying silanes to all bridge decks on the MDT system, on a 
rotation that treats ever bridge once every 3 years. Due to the fact that silanes degrade over time, 
the program is intended to continue indefinitely. Although the program is expected to continue 
indefinitely, this document will be reevaluated in 3 years to determine if conditions have 
changed, and if it will still be categorically excluded from the NEPA process. 

The application of silanes to bridge decks reduces the amount of water that penetrates the 
concrete, and therefore helps to reduce the increasing rate of bridge deck corrosion currently 
recorded by MDT's bridge deck testing program. 

Each bridge site will be treated using the following procedures. 

1. Traffic Control in accordance with the MUTCD and Section 61-8-3 14, MCA will be set 
up to allow at least 1 lane of traffic. 

2. Half of the deck will be swept of sanding debris, washed, and allowed to dry. This 
ensures effective penetration into the concrete. 

3. The silane solution will then be applied and allowed to dry. 

No silane solution will leave the bridge deck surface at any time. The application of silanes 
through spray techniques and its propensity to soak into the deck eliminate the likelihood of 
material running off the deck. Contractors under direct supervision of MDT personnel or MDT 
personnel themselves will apply the material in each case. The Department will exercise control 
over the applications through its standard practices, such as construction controls and special 
provisions, and will apply existing Best Management Practices (BNLPs) where conditions require 
them. 
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This proposed action has been evaluated for, and does not have any adverse effect on the 
following environmental areas of concern: 

X Stormwater Runoff - - X IVoise 
X_ Prime & Unique Farmlands X Section 404 - Clean Water act 
X_ Floodplains (E.O. 1 1988lFEMA) Social/Economic 
X Hazardous Waste - - X Stream Preserv./Water Quality 
X Historical/Cultural Res. - - X ThreatenedIEndangered Species 
X Changes in Land Use X Wetlands (E.O. 1 1990) 
X_ USDOT - 4(QML&WCF - 6(Q A Z S  

Permits Required -No permits are required for this type of work. 

Air Quality -This type of work will not impact air quality in any of the project areas. 

Cumulative Impacts - Various projects throughout the state will be ongoing during this contract. 
This project involves the application of silane solution to bridge decks, and will not have any 
significant cumulative environmental impacts either individually or in conjunction with other 
projects throughout the State of Montana. 

This project will not induce significant land use changes or promote unplanned growth. There 
will be no significant affects on access to adjacent properties or present traffic pattern. This 
action will not create disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects 
on minority and low-income populations (E.O. 12898) and complies with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d). In accordance with 23 CFR 771.1 17(a), this action will 
neither individually nor cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. Therefore, 
we are requesting FHWA's concurrence that this proposed action is properly classified as a 
Categorical Exclusion. A fl-5 
Jean A. Riley, P.E., Chief 

/ ~nvironmental Services Bureau 
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Attachments 

cc: Paul R. Ferry, P.E. - Highway Engineer 
Kent M. Barnes, P.E. - Bridge Engineer 
John H. Horton - Chief, NIDT Right-of-way Bureau 
Diane Tordale - Chief, Purchasing Services Bureau 
David W. Jensen - Supervisor, MDT Fiscal Programming Section 
Jean A. Riley, P.E., - Chief, MDT Environmental Services Bureau 

p i k e  Bousliman - Operations Manager, Maintenance Division 
Environmental Quality Council 
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