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May 9,2005 

Environmental Quality Council 
Legislative Environmental Policy Office 
P.O. Box 201 704 
Helena, MT 59620-1 704 

Subject: STPX 0002(770) 
Vegetation Management Program 
Control Number - 5596 

Jim Lynch, Director ---- 

Brian Schweitzer, Governor 

MAY 1 1 2005 

LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY OFFICE 

Find enclosed the Categorical Exclusion for the above Project. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tom Hansen at (406) 444-0456, E-mail 
than~en~state.mt.us . 

- 
Thomas L Hansen, P.E. 
Environmental Engineering Section Supervisor 
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cc: Dwane Kailey, P.E. - Missoula District Engineer 
Jeff Ebert, P.E. - Butte District Engineer 
Michael Johnson - Great Falls District Administrator 
Ray Mengel - Glendive District Administrator 
Bruce Barrett - Billing District Administrator 
Jean Riley, P.E. - Environmental Services Bureau Chief 
Paul Ferry, P.E. - Highway Engineer 
David Jensen, Supervisor - Fiscal Programming Section 
John Blacker - Maintenance Administrator 
Project File 

Environmental Services Unit 
Phone: (406) 444-7228 
Fax: (406) 444-7245 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
Web Page: www.mdt.state.mt.us 

Road Repod: (800) 22&7623 
TTY: (800) 3357592 



Montana Department-of Transportation 
270 1 Prospect Avenue 

Jim Lynch, Director 
Brian Schweitzer, Governor 

PO Box 20 100 l 
Helena MT 59620- 100 1 

May 9,2005 

Environmental Quality Council 
Legislative Environmental Policy Office 
P.O. Box 201704 
Helena, MT 59620-1 704 

Subject: STPX 0002(770) 
Vegetation Management Program 
Control Number - 5596 

This is a request for the FHWA's concurrence that this proposed project meets the criteria for 
classification as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 23 CFR 771.1 17(d). This proposed 
action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of ARM 18.2.261 (Sections 75-1-103 
and 75-1-201, M.C.A.). A list of the MDT projects with open Storm water Permits is attached. 

The location of this project is statewide. This project would be conducted in areas where a previous 
construction project has been undertaken but the construction has been completed and there is still a 
need to maintain the site to prevent erosion until re-vegetation has been completed. The Department will 
prioritize projects in each district and decide what work needs to be done by contracted services. The 
project sites may include the repair, replace andlor the removal of BMPs that are no longer effective as 
erosion control devices, removal of sediment fences, reseeding, noxious weed control, mowing, erosion 
control, fertilizing, and the furnishing of topsoil and compost mulching as necessary. The Department 
would use active Storm Water Permits (attached) to compile a list of areas or projects that have the 
greatest needs 

The intent of this proposed project is to fulfill the legal obligation the Department has incurred through the 
Storm water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) permit to maintain these sites after construction until re- 
vegetation has adequately taken place to meet the requirements of the SWPPP Permit. 

Areas of No Impact and Impact Areas with No Adverse Effect 

This proposed project has been evaluated for, and does not have any adverse effect on the following 
environmental areas of concern: 

Stormwater Runoff - X Noise 
Prime & Unique Farmlands - X Section 404 - Clean Water Act 
Floodplains(E.0. 11988lFEMA) X SocialIEconomic 
Hazardous Waste X Stream Preserv.NVater Quality 

X HistoricalICultural Resources Y ThreatenedIEndangered Species 
X Changes in Land Use X Wetlands(E.0. 11990) 
X USDOT - 4(f)INL&WCF - 6(f) Acts X Air~ual i ty  - 

Impact Areas with Minor Effect - None 

Permit Required and Renulatorv Compliance 

'There will be no Permits Required for this work. 

An Erosion Control Plan will not be required since there are no construction activities performed. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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No new Right-of-Waylconstruction permits will be required for this proposed project. There will be no 
utility involvement. 

Cumulative Impacts 

The proposed types of projects will also have no significant cumulative environmental impacts. 

Coordination & Public Involvement 

A news release will be submitted to the appropriate news agency if there will be an impact to the publicon 
any project listed on the attached roster. 

Summary 

These projects will not induce significant land use changes or promote unplanned growth. There will be 
no significant affects on access to adjacent properties or present traffic pattern. These projects will not 
create disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects on minority and low- 
income populations (E.O. 12898) and complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
2000d). In accordance with 23 CFR 771.1 17(a), these actions will neither individually nor cumulatively, 
have any significant environmental impacts. Therefore, we are requesting FHWA's concurrence that this 
proposed project is properly classified as a Categorical Exclusion. 

Thomas L. Hansen, P.E. 
Environmental Engineering 
Section Supervisor 

THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE PROVIDED ON 
REQUEST." 

Attachments 

cc: Dwane Kailey, P.E. - Missoula District Engineer 
Jeff Ebert, P.E. - Butte District Engineer 
Michael Johnson - Great Falls District Administrator 
Ray Mengel - Glendive District Administrator 
Bruce Barrett - Billing District Administrator 
Jean Riley, P.E. - Environmental Services Bureau Chief 
Paul Ferry, P.E. - Highway Engineer 
David Jensen, Supervisor - Fiscal Programming Section 
John Blacker - Maintenance Administrator 
Project File 
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