
Montana Department of Transportation Jim Lynch, Director 

270 1 Prospect Avenue Brian Schweitzer, Governor 
PO Box 201001 

Helena MT 59620- 100 1 

County STATEWIDE 

May 17,2005 

To Whom It May Concern: 

MAY 1 8 2005 

LEGISIATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY OFFICE 

Subject: Cooperating Agency Environmental Documentation 

As a Cooperating Agency under the provisions of 23 CFR 771.111 the Montana 
Department of Transportation (MDT) is providing you a copy of this project's 
environmental documentation. 

This environmental documentation complies with the provisions of 23 CFR 77 1.1 17(a) 
and (d) for categorically excluding this proposed project from further National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321, et seq.) documentation 
requirements. The attached also complies with the provisions of 75-1 - 103 and 75- 1-201, 
MCA (see ARM 18.2.237 and 18.2.261, MEPA "Actions that qualify for a Categorical 
Exclusion" as applicable to the MDT). 

If you have any questions concerning the attached environmental documentation please 
call the MDT Environmental Services Division at (406) 444-7228. 

Sincerely, 

J% A. Riley, P.E. U 
Engineering Bureau Chief 
Environmental Services Division 
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M-artment of Tynsportation - Jim Lynch, D i [ s g  

March 16,2004 

Janice W. Brown 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59602- 1230 

270 1 Prospect Avenue 
PO Box 201001 

Br~an Schwe e Governor ~ O S E D  
Helena MT 59620- 100 1 

Subject: Post Construction Vegetation Management - Statewide 
STPX 0002(770) 
CN 5596 

This is a request for the FHWA's concurrence that this proposed action meets the criteria for 
classification as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 22 CFR 77 1.1 17(d). This 
proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of ARM 18.2.261 
(Sections 75-1-103 and 75-1-201, M.C.A.). 

This project would be conducted in area where a previous construction project has been 
undertaken, but construction has been completed and there is still a need to maintain the site to 
prevent erosion until re-vegetation has been successfully completed. This proposed project 
includes repairlreplacement of silt fence, removal of silt fence, reseeding or drill reseeding, and 
noxious broad leaf weed spraying or weed control at various locations throughout the State. 

The Department will prioritize the projects in each maintenance division and decide what will be 
done, then notify the contractor. The Department will use the list of open permits, Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)(attached) to compile the areas or projects that have the 
greatest needs. The project sites may include the repair or removal of the silt fences with limited 
damage to surrounding area, reseeding andlor drill seeding of the area. Noxious weed spraying 
or weed control will be accomplished through herbicide application. 

At locations where repair or replacement of silt fence will be done, it will be done in a manner 
that will do the least amount of damage to the surrounding area and have the least amount of soil 
disturbance. 

At locations where silt fences will be removed, they will remove the silt mesh material first then 
pull the posts out one by one so as not to damage the surrounding area. Fence posts may be cut 
off at ground level so that the surrounding area will not be disturbed. The contractor will dispose 
of all fencing materials. 

At locations established for reseeding or drill seeding, several methods may be used to 
accomplish both the seedbed preparation and the seeding. Reseeding will be conducted in areas 
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where the original construction seeding did not take hold, and this will be a second attempt 
aimed at establishing competitive plant species. The choices for seedbed preparation include 
Spike-tooth harrowing, disking to [average] 4-inch depth, soil rippinglchiseling to [average] 1- 
foot depth, and steep slope dozer tracking. The choices for seeding also include drill seeding and 
dry broadcast seeding. 

For the weed control locations, the Department and County Weed Control Coordinator will 
prioritize the projects in each division and decide what will be done, then notify the contractor. 
All contractors and subcontracts will be required to have Right-of-way, Aquatic Pest and 
Government commercial licenses. The spraying will be carried out by either manual (hand held 
hose lines), spot spraying (using ATV's ... etc.), or by broad jet spraying (from the main road 
using trucks). Spring or fall applications will be determined as to the type of species and the 
label requirements. All manufacturers recommendations will be adhered to as related to 
application rates, including proper application rates for wetland areas. All equipment will be 
pressure washed at 21 00 psi before moving equipment to a different area. All hoses, sprayers, 
undercarriage of the truck, ATV's, and etc. will be pressure washed so as not to spread the 
species to another area. 

Throughout the project, no fill material will be placed at any of the locations; therefore no 404 
considerations were considered. 

The contractor is in charge of traffic control. They will present to the department a traffic 
control plan and the sequence of operations. The traffic control plan must be in accordance with 
the MUTCD and Section 61-8-3 14, MCA. 

The intent of this proposed project is to fulfill the legal obligations incurred by the Department 
through it's Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) permit to maintain these sites after 
construction has been completed and until adequate re-vegetation has taken place to meet the 
requirements of the SWPPP Permit and the permit can be closed. 

This proposed action has been evaluated for, and does not have any adverse effect on the 
following environmental areas of concern: 

X Stormwater Runoff - - X Noise 
X Prime & Unique Farmlands X Section 404 - Clean Water act 
2( Floodplains (E.O. 11988iFEMA) ' Social/Economic 
X Hazardous Waste X Stream Preserv./Water Quality 
X Historical/Cultural Res. - - X ThreatenedEndangered Species 
X Changes in Land Use - X Wetlands (E.O. 11990) 
X USDOT - 4(f)ML&WCF - 6(f) A% - 

Impact Ares with Minor Effect 

None 
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Permits Required and Regulatory Compliance 

No permits are required for this type of work. 

Air Quality 

The areas covered by this project have all been evaluated through the environmental process in 
previous projects, and this type of work will not impact air quality in any of the project areas. 

Cumulative Impacts 

Various projects throughout the State may simultaneously ongoing during this contract. This 
project will be for removal and replacement of silt fence, reseeding of existing project areas, and 
weed spraying in past project areas. Therefore, none of these MDT projects will have any 
significant cumulative environmental impacts on this proposed action. This proposed project 
would also have no significant cumulative environmental impacts on these other MDT projects. 

Coordination & Public Involvement 

A new release will be submitted to the appropriate local news agency if there will be an impact 
to the public on any project listed on the attached roster 

Summary 

This project will not induce significant land use changes or promote unplanned growth. There 
will be no significant affects on access to adjacent properties or present traffic pattern. This 
action will not create disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects 
on minority and low-income populations (E.O. 12898) and complies with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d). In accordance with 23 CFR 771.117(a), this action will 
neither individually nor cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. Therefore, 
we are requesting FHWA's concurrence that this proposed action is properly classified as 
Categorical Exclusion. 

Thomas L. ~ a n s e n 3 . ~ .  
Engineering Section Supervisor 
Environmental Services Bureau 

? 

H&> a - 9  .' 
.I 

Concur ,Date: 5- -/ 3- 0 3 
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THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE PROVIDED ON 
REQUEST." 

Attachements 

Cc: Dwane Kailey, P.E. - Missoula District Engineer 
Jeff Ebert, P.E. - Butte District Engineer 
Mick Johnson - Great Falls District Administrator 
Ray Mengel - Glendive District Administrator 
Jean Riley, P.E. - Environmental Services Bureau Chief 
Paul Ferry, P.E. - Highway Engineer 
John H. Horton - Right-of-way Bureau Chief 
Diane Tordale, Chief - Purchasing Services Bureau 
David W. Jensen - Supervisor, Fiscal Programming Section 
Jon Blacker - Maintenance Administrator 
Environmental Quality Council 
File 
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