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Proponent: JTL, Inc., Requesting Amendment 4, Permit JTL-011 
Site:  Alaska Road South - Heart of the Valley 
Legal:   NE Sec 18, T1S, R5E 
County:  Gallatin 
Approved Contract & Amendment #’s: JTL-011, Amendments 1, 2, and 3 approved  
 
 
Type and Purpose of Action: Proponent has applied for an amendment to add 21.4 acres of mining land 
to the permit and to extend final reclamation until the winter of 2016. This application would allow JTL 
to mine land owned by Heart of the Valley Animal Shelter.     
 
The amendment would allow for a semi-confined, animal exercise area at final reclamation.  When 
mining on this area was completed JTL would fully reclaim it for immediate use by the animal shelter.  
The approved grass seed mix would be used.   
 
Total permitted area would become 358.1 acres with 129.4 acres disturbed.  JTL has increased the bond 
on the permit area by $176,457 to $561,380.  
 
Site Description: The 21.4-acre site is a gravel terrace located adjacent to the Alaska Road permitted site. 
 The two areas would be separated by the newly moved gas pipeline which now runs along the property 
boundary.  The pipeline R/W would remain at the present ground level, while the Heart of the Valley area 
would be mine to a depth of about 25 feet.  A safe crossing would be constructed to convey the mined 
material to the Alaska Road crusher and other facilities.   
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation:   
Water Use and Protection:  Water monitoring at the three Alaska South Pit wells show that the water 
level is over 50 feet below ground level.  Therefore, mining to 25 feet would have no impact.  No fuel 
tanks would be placed in the Heart of the Valley amendment area. 
Traffic:  This project would not create any increase in traffic in the areas because the material would be 
moved within the pit and become part of JTL normal production.   
Weeds:  The plan of operations states that weeds would be controlled according to the county weed 
board.  JTL hires a bonded company to control weeds on its permitted sites.    
Cumulative Impacts: JTL has its main operation on the north side of Interstate 90 between the interstate 
and the railroad/frontage road.  JTL has taken over, by assignment, the Figgins permit to the west.  TMC 
operates its main pit east of the main JTL site.  TMC also operates the Cook Lehrkind pit a half mile 
farther north. 
It seems that JTL's and TMC's main operations are confined by major transportation structures.  Both 
companies haul material from the "satellite" mines of Alaska South and Cook-Lehrkind to their main sites 
for most of the processing.  



Gravel materials are in great demand in the Gallatin Valley area.  Development of the Heart of the Valley 
area would extend the life of the main JTL properties and provide financial support for construction of 
new animal shelter. 
 
Impacts: 
There are no exceptional mining and reclamation considerations.  The amendment would not cause any 
significant impacts on the physical environment or human population.  The proponent is legally bound 
through his reclamation permit with the state to reclaim the site.  The previous Environmental Assessment 
and Supplements are applicable to this action. 
 
Prepared by:  Jo Stephen, Reclamation Specialist, July 2006 
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