DEQ OPENCUT MINING PROGRAM

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Proponent: Huttinga Contracting, Requesting Amendment #2
Site:  Huttinga
Legal: SE Sec 25, T3S, R4E
County:   Gallatin
Approved Permit and Amendment #'s: Hut-001, Amendment #1
Type and Purpose of Action: Operator has applied to increase the permit area by 10 acres for a total of 25 acres.  A new map was submitted with this application.  The bond was increased by $33,627 to a total of $50,432.  The final reclamation date would be October 2015.    
Potential Impacts and Mitigation: The amendment area will not cause significant impacts on the physical environment or human population.  

The amendment area would expand toward the east.  The southern boundary is set back from the county road 120 feet.  Soil would be placed in a berm along the eastern and southern portions of the area to provide a visual and noise buffer to the resident 400 feet east of the fenceline.  The crusher is a quarter mile from that residence and is in the bottom of the pit.  
The pond would be used for wildlife and waterfowl habitat so no water rights changes are required (DNRC Billings office, December 4, 2006).

Studies of the effect of heating in gravel pit ponds (Ostrander and others, 1998; Harden Environmental, 1995)  have shown that ponds typically have minimal impact on the heating of down gradient groundwater and that the small thermal gains (<1 degree C) measured in pit ponds are dissipated in groundwater within hundreds of meters down gradient of the pond.  
There have been no complaints on the Huttinga operation.  Proponent will be legally bound by his permit to reclaim the site.  The original Environmental Assessment and supplemental are applicable to this action.
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