DEQ OPENCUT MINING PROGRAM

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Proponent: Riverside Contracting, Requesting Amendment #1
Site:  Burdett
Legal: SE & SW Sec 12, T2S, R24E
County:   Yellowstone
Approved Permit and Amendment #'s: RCI-100
Type and Purpose of Action: Operator has applied for an increase in permit area, placing a crusher, pug mill, and asphalt plant, and a second access point to the permit area.  The disturbance area would be increased by 54.2 acres for a new total of 58.9 acres.  A new map was submitted with this application.  The bond was increased to $124,488.  The final reclamation date would be November 15, 2011.    
Potential Impacts and Mitigation: The amendment area will not cause significant impacts on the physical environment or human population.  

Zoning has changed from no zoning to agricultural open space.  The project is legal under this zoning.
There would be minimal water impacts.  Riverside would drill a well to supply water for dust suppression, the crusher, and the pug mill.  The fuel tank is double walled and does not require extra lined containment.  Mining would result in increasing the size of the existing pond and also creating a second pond.  Water level in these ponds would fluctuate seasonally with groundwater.  They would be used for wildlife so no water rights changes are required (verbal communication with DNRC Billings office, December 4, 2006).
Studies of the effect of heating in gravel pit ponds (Ostrander and others, 1998; Harden Environmental, 1995)  have shown that ponds typically have minimal impact on the heating of down gradient groundwater and that the small thermal gains (<1 degree C) measured in pit ponds are dissipated in groundwater within hundreds of meters down gradient of the pond.  
The crusher and asphalt plant both would have air quality permits.

The access point for the new road has been approved by Yellowstone County Public Works Department.  It allows traffic toward Carbon County to travel directly west and reach Highway 212 by the Cenex refinery.  This would cut out about 3 extra travel miles and avoid Laurel traffic.  The existing access would still allow traffic to get to the Interstate and the south frontage road.  Only 2 homes are along this county road a half mile west of the proposed new access point.  Three other homes are along a dead end road farther south.
A bald eagle nest is located in Section 8 along the Yellowstone River 1½ miles from the site.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Billings Office, 12/4/06) said that mining at this location should not have an impact on the use of this nest and no special mitigation would be required.
Proponent will be legally bound by his permit to reclaim the site.  The original 2001 Environmental Assessment is applicable to this action.
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