
Montana Board of Oil and Gas Conservation
Environmental Ass essment

Operator: Headinglon Oil. Limited Partnership.
Well Name/I.{umber: _Steinbeisser I 1X-1 8
Location: NW NW Section 18 T22N R59E
County: Richland _, MT; Field (or Wildcat) Wildcat

Air Quality
(possible concems)
Long drilling time No. 50-60 dalis driliine time.
Unusually deep drilling (high horsepower rig) Triple derrick ris 900 HP.

Possible H2S gas production slight

_ln/near Class I air quality area No
Air qualitypermit for flaring/venting (ifproductive) _Yes if
permit.

Mitigation:
X Air qualitypermit (AQB review)
X Gas plants/pipelines available for sour gas

_ Special equipment/procedures requirements
Other:

Comments: Existinq sas pipelines in the area.

Water Quality
(possible concems)

Salt/oil based mud yes to long strine salt based and oil based drilling fluids. Surface casing hole to be
dnlled with freshwater and freshwater mud. Horizontal holes will be drilled with brine water.
High water table Yes. in farmed field.
Surface drainage leads to live water_Yes. Yellowstone d
Water well contamination No. most nearbli wells less than 100' in depth. Deepest well in the section 18

is 1286' deep. This well will have surface casing hole drilled with freshwater and casing run to 1550' and

cemented to back to surface.

_Porous/permeable soils No. zumbo soils
Class I stream drainage No" Class I stream drainages.

Mitigation:
X Lined reserve pit
X Adequate surface casing

_ Berms/dykes, re-routed drainage

_ Closed mud system

_ Off-site disposal of solids/liquids (in approved facility)
Other:

Comments: 1550' surface casing well below freshwater zones in adjacent water wells. Also.
covering Fox Hills aquifer. Adequate surface casing and BOP equipment to prevent problems in and
around freshwater slough.

Soils/Vegetationll-and Use

(possible concems)
Steam crossings _None
High erosion potential _No. location relatively flat. small cut. up to 2' and small fiIl. up to 0.8'.



reoulreo..
Loss of soil productivitY
unused portion of dirllsite will be reclaimed'

G.t.uuily large wellsite -No. 
laree well site 530'X300'

Damage to improvements -No. 
locatlon to t

unused portion of dirllsite will be reclaimed.

Conflict with existing land use/values Slight

Mitigation

- 
Avoid improvements (topographic tolerance)

- 
ExcePtion location requested

-X StockPile toPsoil
Stream Crossing Permit (other agency review)

I Reclaim unused part of wellsite if productive

Special construction methods to enhance reclamation

Other

disposal pit. wellsite is in irrieated field. No concerns'

Health HazardsAloise

(possible concerns)
Proximity to public facilities/residences

Cemetery is 7/8 of a mile to the east of this location'

PossibilityofH2S Slieht
Size of rigAength oTdritlingtime Triple drillinerie 50 to 60 days drilling time.

Mitigation:
X ProPerBOP equiPmant

- 
TopograPhic sound balriers

J ttZS contingancy and/or evacuation plan

- 
Special equipmurUprocedures requirements

Other:

Wildlife/recreation
(possible concems)

froiimity to sensitive wildlife areas @FWP identified) r/a-NS49jdenttfi9d.

Proximity to recreation sites 
-None 

identified

Creation of new access to wildlife habitat -No-
Conflict with game rangelrefuge management No

Threatened or andangered Species No

Mitigation:

- 
Avoidance (topographic tolerance/exception)

Other agencyieview (DFWP, federal agencies, DSL)

- 
Screening/fencing of pits, drillsite
Other:

Comments:

Comments: -no 
concerns



(possible concems)
Proximity to known sites

Mitigation

IlistoricaVCulturaVPaleontolo gical

None identified

location exception)
federal agencies)

_ avoidance (topographic tolerance,

_ other agency review (SHPO, DSL,
Other:

Comments: Private surface

Social/Economic
(possible concems)

_ Substantial effect on tax base

_ Create demand for new govemmental services

_ Population increase or relocation
Comments: No concems oil production has exis

Remarks or Special Concerns for this site

Two legged Bal&en horizontal wel1. Oil production exists in the surrounding section. Remote location

in section 18 T22N R59E drillins two lees into sections 1 and 12 T22N R58E. Location is an extension

of and existine well pad for the Haffuer 11X-18-and O'Brien Brothersl lX-

Summary: Evaluation of Impacts and Cumulative effects

No lone term impacts expected. Some short teffn impacts will occur . but can be mitigated.

I conclude that the approval of the subject Notice of Intent to Drill (does/does no!) constitute a major

action of state govemment significantly affecting the quality of the humanpnvi and (does/does

not) require the preparation of an environmental i

Prepared by (BOGC):
) Chief Field Insoector
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Montana Bureau of Mines and Geoloqv. Groundwater lnformation Center
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Waterwells in Richl?nd Countv
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