
, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSE 

NORTHEASTERN LAND OF 

(406) 265-5236 Telephone HAVRE UNIT OFFICE 
(406) 265-5236 FAX P O  B O X  868 

November 1 5,2005 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Clive Rooney, Area Manager, Northeastern Land Office iEGl91ATl"d EE~~V,~F~QNME%-~A~ 

Julie David, Supervisor, Mineral Leasing Section, Helena Office F"QLlCY OFFICE 

FR: Dan Dobler, Havre Unit Manager, Northeastern Land Office = 
RE: Croft Petroleum Co. - Lessee and Operator 

Oil & Gas Lease #36,027-05 
Township 34 North, Range 19 East 
Section 26: NW%, SW%NE%, W%SE%, hE%SW%, S%SW% 
Blaine County, Montana 
State #5-26 (SW%NW%), #6-26 (SE%NW%), and #15-26 (SW%SE%) Wells 

Croft Petroleum Company is proposing to drill three exploratory oil wells and construct 
access roads into the well sites on the above referenced tract of state land. Croft 
Petroleum Company will install gathering pipelines and battery tanks, if the proposed oil 
wells are capable of commercial production. I conducted an on-site inspection of the 
proposed project with Jerry Croft, President of Croft Petroleum Co. and have outlined my 
concerns within the drilling stipulations listed on the attached page. The project will take 
place on native rangeland in northern Blaine County. I have concluded in the 
Environmental Assessment Checklist, that no large-scale or negative impacts to the state 
land are expected, as long as Croft Petroleum Co. follows the stipulaoons that 1 have set 
in place for this project. 

Enclosed you will find an Environmental Assessment Checklist for your review. Please 
review the EA Checklist, sign and date it, and return a finalized copy to me. Please send 
a copy of the EA Checklist to Connie Dank in Helena, so that she may forward it to the 
Environmental Quality Council. I used a global positioning system to map each of the 
drill pads. Enclosed you will find a topographic map with each of the drill pad areas 
plotted in. I'm recommending that the Department issue Croft Petroleum Co. a permit to 
drill three exploratory oil wells and construct access roads into the well sites on this tract 
of state land. 

Enc: 

'XN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER' 



CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Project Name: Croft Petroleum Company - Exploratory Oil I'roposetI lrnplerne~~tation i)ate: .lanuary 15, 2006 
Wells - State #5-26, #6-26, & #15-26 

Proponent: Croft Petroleum Company, C/o Jerry  Croft, 214 No. Central Ave, PO Box 397, Cut Uanli, Montana 59427 

Type and Purpose of Action: Croft Petroleum Company has notified the Montana DNRC of their proposal to drill three 
exploratory oil wells and construct access roads into the well sites on a tract of state grazing land. Croft Petroleum Co. will 
be conducting the drilling operations for these exploratory oil wells. The Montana Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation's (DNRC), Trust  Land Management Division (TLMD) is responsible for administrating oil well drilling 
activity on State School Trust lands. Croft Petroleum Company will bury gathering pipelines and install battery tanlts on 
tile well pads, if the wells a re  capable of commercial production. The State of Montana owns the surface and mineral rights 
on the proposed well sites. Croft Petroleum Company will settle all surface damages with the state's surface lessee within a 
reasonable time period following the completion of the proposed oil wells. 

I Location: SWXNWX, SEXNWX, SWXSEX; Sec. 16, T31N. R19E Countv: Blaine County, Montana I 
I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

President of C r o f t  Pe t ro l eum Co. h a s  c o n t a c t e d  s t a t e ' s  

s u r f a c e  Lessee ,  B r i e s e  S r o s . ,  C/o D a r r e i  B r i e s e  

r e g a r d i n q  t h e l r  Lnren t ions  ro drill t h r e e  o i l  w e l l s  

and c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  roads  l n t c  t h e  w e l l  s l t e s  on t h l s  

I. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: P r o v i d e  a  b r l e f  ch rono logy  

o f  t h e  s c o p i n g  and ongo ing  invo lvemen t  f o r  t h i s  

p r o j e c t .  

I t r a c r  of s r a t e  l a n d .  Damages ;o c n e  n a c l v e  r a n g e l a n d  

The M o ~ t a n a  Department of N a t u r a l  Resources  d i d  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  nas  been p e t ~ t l o n e d  by C r o f t  P e t r o l e u ~  

Company t o  d r i l l  t h r e e  e x p l o r a t o r y  011 w e l l s  d r d  

construct a c c e s s  roads  i n t o  t h e  w e l l  s l t e s  on t h e  

above r e f e r e n c e d  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  The m i n e r a l  

r l g h t s  and t h e  s u r f a c e  a r e  owned by t h e  S t a t e  of 

Montana on t h e s e  proposed d r e d s .  J e r r y  C r o f t ,  

r e s o a r c e  w l l l  he s e r r l e d  w l t h  3 a r r s l  B r i e s ?  w1th:r 3 

r e a s o n a b l e  t ime p e r l o d  f o l l o w i n q  t h e  completion o f  t h e  

p roposed  w e l l s .  I f  t h e  o i l  w e l l s  a r e  c a p a b i e  oI  

commerc;al p roduc t io r? ,  C r o f t  ! 'etroLeun So.  w l i l  

~ n s t a l ~  q a t h e r ~ n g  pipelines and b a t r e r y  r a n k s  on 'me 

ae11 r~ r l a  area. ! i rj :~~c~: 'sstul  cne proposed ~ i i  wel l ;  

woulc! q e n e r a t e  addls1ona.l revenue f o r  t n e  School Trus t  

Fund r ~ t  Montana and C r o f t  Pel-roleum ComFany Ln  En? 

I I <-qrrn of roya1; les  tram rhe s a i e  of c r u d ?  9 i l .  I 
2 .  3T9ER GOVERMMEt.iTAL AGENCIES WITIZ JURTSCICTION, 

L I S T  OF PSRMITS NEEDED: 

The MonT-ana DNRC/T5MDrs: !iavre Un l t  O f t l c ? ,  Minerdi:, 

Manaqemer,z Bureau,  B U C P ~ L I  31  Land Manaqemenc, and 'hr- 

r4ontana Board of '111 arid Gab a r e  t n e  o n l y  a q e n c i e s  

;ndi  rld\ie ] L i r ~ s c i l i t l o i l  to; iLnis t;ll;e 2 1  c i c r -  71 C ;. 
,;r?fi- ?--.rolei;n, Company ~;!..1 7a~7e ~o  ?Dra in  In 911 -:rci 

.;as X;<lht-ot-l4a\l i c r o s s  ; eae rd i  idiids ~ c c a r e o  ~n  ' t11. i  

- ; ec rzon .  The M0ntar.d D1:PC ..I;;: na7n '-5 ~ s s l l e  r:r:,f 1 

:>e t r3ieum Company ? permi t  yo d r i l l  t h e  proposer1 911 

.del rs  ?n -91s  L r z c -  s' ::a:-= School  T r u s r  Ldnd. 
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1 3. ALTSRNATIVES CONSIDEREZ: 

- - ~  - 

Action Alternative: Giant :::'if: Per rcle~:? Co~.pac;! 

permlssinn to drill tnree e5:plorator;, or1 wells an3 

construe: access rcd,i~ LnCo tk-e well sites on :h;c 

tract of t a r e  Sii-:gr,i Trlisi 1ar.d. Mitrqatinn m r - . ! ~ ~ - ; ~ s  

wlll he ;rnplernenteri to Llm~t the Impact to :hc_i ~ . a : ~ - . - i  

rangelanf: rcso!lrce. The Montara DNP,C wlll I ssiie 'r.;E: 

petroir-:irn Company a perrnl: to drlli three o:i :r;.;_i 

and corlstruct access roads ~ n t c  the well s:~cls on a 

tract of state grazing !and in alaine County, Plo~:~,?na. 

No Action Alternative: Geny C ~ o f t  Petroleum Company 

!permission to d r ~ l l  three e;:ploratory oll wells and 

consrrilct access roads Into the well sltes on thls 

r:racr of State School Tri~sz Land. The Montana D N 2 C  

I 1 will not issue Croft Petroleum Company a permlt to I 
drill three oil wells and construct access roads lnto 

the well sites oil a :ract of srate grdzlng land in 

L 1 Slalnc C ~ u n t y ,  Montana. 2 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

I RESOURCE I POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

4. GECLCGY AND SOIL QUP.LITY, STABILITY AND T4OISTURE: 

Are fraq:le, compactible or unstabie soils 

present? Are t.here unusual geoloqlc feaLures? 

Are there specla1 reclamation conslderacions? 

Actzon Alternative: The proposed oil wells are loc.;ics'i 

approximately 6 rnlies :lorth af C!>< nook, Montana. irof: 

Petroleum Company wlLl dls:'~rb the soils on ~ h l s  rract 

oi stare Lana by drillin7 rhree ozplorator:~ oil welis 

and construcrlnq access roads inro the well sites. 

The proposed oil wells 3.re Iacated on an upland bench 

area w;~h slity-clay losm s a ~ L 5  and above dralnaq? 

wlth shallow slay solls. The solls in chls area d r ~  

suitaol? tor chis type of actlvlty. Di:ri~~q 

ionsrluctlnn of the slte, rn;~;yatlon rceas~~rey wlli 7,- 

used to sroc:kw~le the topsoil dpsiope trsm th? 

PTI'JC?C:II, $0 rhdt it may Se used tor reoia,1?1:1~4 'zne 

s l  L r .  The :j:~bsoll and ei:cess17ie ,ilrl: bf-il t10 -;coct. 

pil?-i ;n .i ,;enarate ?lie, down-sio:;u :rr,m r k -  p r o l c y t  

and llsed ~lrsr for fill. The 5drne rnl~lc~ilt~o11 measui-v 

will he usen ~f qatherinq pipelines L ? r c  L ~ ~ i c c ~ l ~ ~ C  

Across 'zlle ,;t-dte l;,i?ci. (;I-ofr Pr-iroleum ',o~n&-~! I ,  'n.2~- 

!idv~ to blaC1e pr,rtlo~:i i ; t  :.ne ndtlve ~anqeidila .I, 

order ;o qet rhp fjrlii ciq ;ntc ILhe wei.i 5 i E C S .  T.:? 

~opsoil will ne si.r;ipr<d ( j f :  and Located ,iussooc 1 . ~  

road 1.0 conrrc* ~?l-n!jlcl:. The ' x u ~ L  -dyer Mi-- :je c r  L L . ,  ' 

1 over onto :tic. t,l,!iied . i i P r i j  -ins reseeded W I  rli ' ! - , ~  -- Continued on Next Page 
- -- 



CHECKLIST EA 
Page 3 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

1 1  4. GEOLOGl  .R:Jb SOYL QrJA'TlTY, STABILITY AND MOISCUPE:  I (Continued from Previous Page) 

Are f r a g i l e ,  co rnpac t lb l e  o r  u n s t a b l e  s o i l s  

p r e s e n t ?  Are t h e r e  unusud l  g e o l ~ g i c  f e a t u r e s ?  

A r ;  t h e r e  s p e c l d l  r e c l d m a t l o n  c o n s l d e r a t l o n s ?  

(Continued from Previous Page! 

No u n u s u a l  geologic:  foa t i ! r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  l n  tn i .  ' L P ~  

of che p r o p c s e d  d l s  t ~ l r b a c c e s .  The Montana DNRC h . i s  

a l r e a d y  s e t  up a r ec l am; i t l on  p l a n  f o r  r e c l a i r n l n q  t h e  

w e l l  s i t e s  and a c c e s s  r o a d s ,  l f  t h e  o i l  w e l l s  a r e  n(,; 

c a p a b l e  of c o m n e r c ~ a l .  n r o d u c t l o n .  

No Action Alternative: The s o i l s  on th i . 5  t r a c t  o f  

s t a t e  g r a z i n g  l a n d  w l l l  n o t  be  d l s t i i r b e d .  'There will 

be no need f o r  a  s p e c l a l  r e c l a n a t l o n  p l a n  t o  r e c l a l m  

t i e  d is ; :~rbed a r e a s ,  i f  t h l s  p r o j e c t  1 s  d e r l e d .  The 

MonEana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  C r o f t  P e t r o i e u n  Company a  

permi:  t o  d r i l l  t h r e e  o l i  w e l l s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  

r o a d s  I n t o  t h e  w e l l  s i t e s  on a  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  g r a z r n g  

l a n d  I n  B l a l n e  County ,  Montana 

5 .  WATER QUALIT.f, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: Are 

i m p o r t a n t  s u r f a c e  o r  g roundwa te r  r e s o u r c e s  

p r e s e n t ?  I s  t h e r e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  violation o f  

amblen t  w a t e r  q u a l l t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  

maslmum c o n t a m i n a n t  l e v e l s ,  o r  d e g r a d a t i o n  of 

w a t e r  q u a l i t y ?  

Action Alternative: The p roposed  p r o j e c t  r s  l o c a t e d  

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Dr;? Fork: R e s e r v o i r .  T h l s  r e s e r a o l r  L S  

u s e d  f o r  1ivesr.ocL: w a t e r ,  ~ r r i q a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ,  and a s  

a  warm-water f i s h e r y .  The p r o l e c t  w i l l  have  a  mlnlmal  

impac t  on s u r f a c e  and g roundwa te r  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The re  d r ~  s e v e r a l  o i l  w e l l s  

c u r r e n t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  E%E% of S e c .  26 on f e d e r a l  

l a n d .  D r i l l i n q  t h r e e  e x p l o r a t o r y  o l l  w e l l s  w l lL  not  

impact t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  quantity, and d i s t r l 3 u L ; o n  

Ln t h l s  a r e a ,  L E  C r o f i  P e t r o l e u m  Company f o l l o w s  che  

s t l p l l i a t l o n s  t h a t  t h e  Montana DNRC h a s  l a l d  ou r  f o r  

c h l s  p r o - e c t .  No d r l l l l n g  a c t l v ~ r y  w l l l  r a k e  p l a c e  

~ : t n i n  660 f e e t  of Dry Fork R e s e r - ~ o r r  l n  o r d e r  .-o 

miXlgZce Linpacts on t h e  warer  q u a l l t j i ,  q u a n r l r y ,  anc! 

d;str;bo:lon of r n l s  i e s e r - ~ ? : ~  . C r o f t  P e t r o l e o m  

Company w l l l  no t  conducr  a n y  s u r t a c e  a c t l v l c y  beiow 

Z.495 t e e t  l n  e l e v a r l o n  Ln o r d e r  t o  s t a y  above che 

h l g n  w a t e r  mark of t!lc- reservoir. The a r e d  !.s 

p r l m a r l i y  u s e d  r o r  ; ~ - ~ e s r o k  q r a z l n q  p u r p o s e s .  I 'hert  

1,s iio p o t e n t l a 1  f t i r  -ij i ~ ~ ~ r l n q  lny ambient  watt'! 

qlial lKy sLdnda rds .  DrlnKl.nu w a t e r  w ~ . l i  nor he  

contarn~.nace( l  w i t h  c h l s  rypp  oi rlct ;7f-r-{.  Tho w a + k ? r  

cruall  r:/ w 1 l . l  no t  no d e q r a d e d .  

No Action Alternatrve: The wacer  q u a l ~  :\., 711d:11 . t ' J ,  

dlli l  '11s;rlb:l t lon c u r r e n c i  y tounti or1 c1ij.s ri^ilr,- 1 

s:ar? .and and i i i  Dry Fork Reservoir ' d i l l  :lor !>r 

. r r~p&cteu.  '?he Moncana DNRC w i l l  not. ~ s s u e  fiCrO:t 

i .e t ro ;~urn  Company .; p e r m l r  r o  n r l l l  t h r e e  ~ i l  jlF'L-ij 

and r3ns : rucr  acc"z5 cr,;la5 ,n:n rne we-i  -,:to- jn -i 

E r j C t  oi SrdTe qr;i.:lnv Lrjr.fJ .:I Y 1 a i . n ~  C3UII:.I, i 4 O : i T a r . n .  
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 

6. 1 I R  C\IIAL.ITY: X i lL  p o l 1 7 ~ : a n t s  o r  : i a r t ; cu ld t  - he 

p - o d ~ c e d ?  I s  t h e  p r o j e c t  infll!!:nced by a i r  

q11a1lt;i r e q l i l a t i o n s  o r  zones  ( C l a s s  T a i r s h e d ) ' ?  

, TJEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QIJALLTY : W i l l  

mi ~ ~ q e t a t i v e  communities be  pe rmanen t ly  a l t e r e d ?  

1 Are any  r a r e  p l a n t s  o r  c 3 v e r  t y p e s  p r e s e n t ?  

Act~on Alternatlve: 9 r l l l l n g  : I i l ~ i ;  ?;:~!,,i,i:ory o l l  

i i e l l s  end i : ons t ruc t iny  a c c e s s  reads l n s d  tile w e l l  

5 ~ c . s  w ~ l l  p r o d u c e  some d u s r  p a r r i c u l a t e s ,  t n r c u q h o u t  

t h e  e n t l r e  l e i l g sh  of t l m e  lt :;i:es t o  cornp1e:e 

url1l:;:q t h e  w e l l s .  The p r o l e c r  1 s  n o t  influenced I;/ 

d l r  q>,>zllr . ;  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  z o n e s .  Once t h e  011 w ? l l s  

* r e  d r z l l e d  and t h e  pad3 a r e  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h ~  a l r  

q u a l l t y  w i l l  r e r 2 r n  t~ n c r i n d l .  T h e r e  w l l i  no lonoe l -  u-: 

s u b s t a n t l a 1  t r a f r i c  l n  and d u t  o f  t h i s  t r a c t  or st.a!.r, 

Land. 

No Action Alternative: ':he a l r  q u a l i t y  c u r r e n t l y  Colin0 

on  t k l s  L r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  w : l l  n o t  be  i R p a c t e d .  No 

d u s t  p a r r l c r i l a t e s  w i l l  b e  p r o d a c e d  1:: r h : .  ac.53. The 

!~Iontana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  C r o f t  Pecrclcur:  Oc3mpLii!y a 

p e r m l t  k n  a r l i l  t n r e e  011 w e l l s  and  const:il,zt a c c e s s  

r o a d s  l n t o  t h e  w e l l  s i t e s  on a  c r a c t  of  s t l a t e  c j rac i l lg  

Lana I n  B l a j n e  County ,  Montana.  

The veq~?:atl>-ie conlrnunltles found  w l t h l n  t h l s  a r e a  

1nc1u . I~  :he f o i l o w i n g  p l a n t  s p e c r e s :  w e s t e r n  

w h e a t g r a s s  ( A y r o p y r o n  s m ~ t n l l ) ,  needle-and-chrezid  

! S t l p a  c o m a t a ) ,  b l u e  grama (Borlr?io;ia g r a c i l i s !  , g r e e n  

n e e d l e g r a s s  1 S t l p d  v i r l d i ~ i a !  , s e d q e s  ( C a r e x  s p p .  1 ,  

Sanaberq  b l u e g r a s s  (Pea s e c w n d a i ,  prairie s a n d r e e c  

[ C d i d r n o v z l f a  L o n g l f o l ~ d )  , cudweed saqebjort  ! k r r e m l s r d  

l u d o v l c l d n a ) ,  f r r n q e d  saqewor t  ( A r t e m l s l d  t r ! r r l a a t ,  

cence  c iubmoss  ( S e i d q l n e l l d  d e ! : s a ! ,  s l l a e v  ~,?aeh.<;lsj :  

( H r r e m l r : d  ca r l a  I ,  aria ijoods r o s e  IRosd W O O C ~ S ~ :  1 . 

Action Alternatlve : The v e q e t a t l v e  cornmun11:~Le.; I . oc ' a r -~~  

ch;r t h e  ; . ~~ , i . . ? i ; i r~~   re^ of t l ie  p r o p c s e d  d i . , : ~ ~ I ; ~ l n c e ~  

w l l l  be permanent:./ a l t e r e d  wlch c n l s  t y p e  2 i  p r o - l e c r .  

The proposed D r c j e c r  d r e d  d o e s  n o t  c. intal: l  any  -ar-  

~ ~ l a n t s  o r  c o v e r  t y p e s .  The c > ~ ~ ~ ~  of  !:he prnpnsecj 

vrQ]e':t L S  Locaied  on n d r l v e  la!lc;e..dn(Y. Till!: irPd - 2  

nrlrnal.:.: J u s e 0  for L_::estoci, Lrra ; l i~fc  ! I I ~ L ~ ' ~ ' S T J ~  ciri:l 

A,. l t l l l f ~  hdnlt .dt  . T ~ I P  t o p s o l !  > : : ~ l i ~ i i S r ? f :  ! 1 >m rht l  ,I' : 

<.ill ! ! r  srock p r l ec i  i lps iope  t l  c3:n ':r:r- p r r , j r i . r  dnci ~!if?(J 

: d 9 t  7 0  c n v e r  Ehe disturbed a r e a .  The a r e a  01 

d l s r u r n a n c ~  w l l l  b e  r e c l a i m e d  wleh a mixture o: nay.- -  

dnci Lame q ra s se :  -ind :el: o w  s w e e t c l o x ~ e r  . ?hc' 

reclarnat:lon pl- .n  dill be  ~ ~ c o r p o r a t e d  a s  S L : ~ I , ~ , I ~ -  )r3 

w l t n l n  t n e  wel! ; r l l L ?  nq p e r m i t .  

I rcontlnued on Next Page1 
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No Action Alternat~ve: The vegetative comnunltles 
Are any rare plants or cover types present? 

currenrly found on tnls tract of state land will nor 

be permanently altered. Natlve grasses, forns, anc 

shrubs wrll not be destroyed. The vegetative cover, 

quantity, and quality wlll remaln in ~ t s  natural stare 

on thls tract of state land. The topsoil wlll not be 

disturbed and there will be 110 need for a reclamation 

pldn. The Montana DNRC will not issue Croft Perroleurn 

(Continued from Previous Paqe) Company a permit to drill three oil wells and 
construct access roads inro the well sltes on a tract 

wildlife, birds or fish? construction of the drill pad areas and access roads. 

The area of disturbance will be small sn scope and 

shall be reclaimed with the terms and conditions 

outlined in the reclamation plan. The disturbed area 

will be reclaimed wlth a mixture of native and tame 

grasses and yellow sweetclover. The area of 

disturbance primarily consists of needle-and-threzd 

{Stlpa cornatdi, blue qrama ~Bouteloud gracliis), qreen 

needleqrass IStipz vzrldoldi, pralrre luneqrass 

I Koeierzd pyrarnldata) , prairle sandreed (Caidmo i:71lrz 

Longlfolid) , fringed sayewort (Artemlsld frlqidar , and 
western wheatqrass (Agropyron  srnzchl~) . The Locatlon 
or the proposed prolec: 1s best described ds a shorr 

qrass pralrle hablcat type. Many different types Qr 

wlldllfe scecles use thls dred for hdbltdt. The 

proposed project wlll not have any Lonq-term inpacts 

on cne wlldlife specles chat currently inkab:: t h ~  

area. Wrlaliie specres may be temporarrly relocates 

c i d r l n q  rhe drlllinq process. Iiowever, once rhe 

d r ~ l l ~ n a  is complete, wlldiife ~pecles will rPrI!r11 70 

normal aCT-l~l~i@s ~n chrs area. 

No Action Alternat~ve: The Cerrestrlai m a  avlan Life 

-inn ene:r associated k-ab~tars torlnd in tii.15 drea WII! 

not oe alcerecl. Wildlife and blrds wlll cont.Lnue to 

-1se rh:, ,,red and b ~ l l :  (10: :3e disrurljed 137 rhe 

? c - ; - ~ l : y  that rs ,issocrated w: En dr;:iinq the 111 

wells. 'The Molitana DNFC !.ill1 nor Lssiue (::-of* P ~ C r O l e l l m  

':crnpany a perrnl; to cirill izhrce oil v~e,is -.nn 
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TI. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

I 9. UKIOUE, ENDAMGEP,ED. FRAGILE OR L I I I I T E 3  

ZNVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES : Are any f e a e r a l l  .j 

L i s t e d  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  endangered s p e c l c s  o r  

identified h a b i t a t  p r e s e n r ?  i?ny wet Ldnds? 

Sensitive S p e c l e s  o r  S p e c l e s  of s p e c i a i  conce rn?  

Action Alternative: Th.e p roposed  0:: w e i l s  and acc.ess 

rodds  w l l l  hdvf d minimal Lmpacr on t h e  unique, 

ecdangered ,  t r a a l l e ,  and L iml ted  e ~ v r r o n m e n r z l  

r e s o u r c e s  preseni- I n  th:s a r e a .  The re  a r e  no w e t l a n d s  

]located l n  t h e  ~ m e d ~ a t e  a r e a  nf dzs tu rba r . ce .  Wo 

s e n s l c l - ~ e  s p e c i e s  o r  s p e c z e s  of s p e c l a l  conce rn  w l i l  

be t h r e a t e n e d  h y  t h l s  p r o l e c t .  L l s t e d ,  t h r e a r e n e d ,  o r  

endangered s p e c l e s  w l l l  be  a b l e  t o  m l g r a r e  th rcugh  

I1 1 c h i s  a r e a  wi rh  rnlnimal Impac t .  Sensitive s p e c l e s  and 

s p e c l e s  of s p e c l d i  conce rn  w ~ l l  nor be p e r n a n e n r l y  

r e l o c a t e d  wlrh  t h r s  type  o r  activity. There  a r e  

s e v e r a i  existing o l l  w e l l s  Lccated Ln t h e  E2E2 ~f Z e r .  

2 6  and Ln t h e  surrounding a r e a .  wildlife specLes  l ~ a ~ r p  

Seen a b l e  t o  m l g r a t e  t h r o u g h  t h l s  d r e a  wl rh  m ~ c l m a l  

d i s t u r b a n c e s .  

No Action Alternative: The ,ln:ql~e, endangered ,  ; r a g ]  li. 

and Llmlted env i ronmen ta l  r e s o u r c e s  f o ~ n d  on t h l s  

' c racr  of S t a t e  School Tzus r  Land w i l l  no t  be  ~ m ~ a c T s d .  

The Montana DNRC w i l l  no t  Lssue C r o f t  PetroleuIrl  

Company a  p e r m l t  t o  d r l l l  t h r e e  o i l  w e l l s  i!nd 

c o n s t r u c t  d c c e s s  roads  i n t o  t h e  w e l l  s l t e s  on a c r a c r  

o f  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  Land 111 B l a l n e  County ,  Montana. 

I 
!O. EISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: Are any  

h l s t o r l c a l ,  a r c h a e o l o q l c a l  o r  p a l e o n t o l o q r c a l  

r e s o u r c e s  p r e s e n t ?  

1 Action Alternatlve: S'caf i  f-I-am t h e  Montana Depilrrmonr 

of Naru ra l  Resources  and C o n s e r ~ i a t l r ~ n  h a s  i i ispec'ced 

t h e  r h r e e  proposed w e l l  sires and a c c e s s  roads  t o r  

h l s t o r l . c a 1  and a r c h a e o l o g r c a ~  r e s o u r c e s .  The p r o p o s e a  

a c t l o n  L S  l o c a t e a  on n a c l v e  r a n g e l a n d .  No v r s u a l  

s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  wer- ~ d e n t l f l e d  Ln t h e  ~ m m e d l a t e  a red  

:n he d ~ s t u r k e d .  L i  h l s c o r i c a l  o r  a r c h a e o l o q i c a ;  

r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a l s c o v e r e d  a t  any trme d u r l n q  

construction of  t h e  a c c e s s  roads  or  r h e  w e l l  s l t e s ,  

che ~i ronr inent  1 d i 1 1  c e a s e  a l l  ac r lv ' cy  and s o n t a c ?  LEt? 

:4 ' I  :itIP.':'s, Havre rllni: O t f l c e  i 4061 -26555236. 

No Action Alternatlve: There  , l ro  no known i ~ i s r u : c ~ ~ c c i l  

o r  i r , ~ h ~ 3 r n l o c r I c s l  : - e s o i ~ r c e s  :>resen? :n rho  i r -d  ,:f :'I*- 

] > ~ o p o s r r i  i?rc?icDcr. i.:nKnown nls-cor:cal or  a r c n a e o l ~ l c l l ~ . a l  

f ea t :~ rps  under :-;I? s u r f a c e  w i  11 no i  he a1 t e r c d .  The 

"lantand 3NilC w:l l  nor Lssue C r o f t  Pe t ro l eum r:ornpail'j -1 

r i  1- cc r i r l - l  :!nree o r l  w e l l s  dlld rorlsirl iC? -i i ( :O ' I . ,  

rriarl: LEI:,; :he we! l 51 t e s  331 1 t i a c T  9; i r a t i ?  7Lc)Zi!:4 

~drirl  .I: Blr : i :~e  l : ~ ~ ~ ~ l t ~ . . ,  Mcn5dnil. 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

i i  . AESTHETICS: is che pro] ecr on a promlnenr 

topoqraphlc feature? Will it be vlslble from 

populated or scenic areas? Wlll there be 

excessive nolse or light? 

Actlon Alternative: L f  sl*ccessful, tne State 45-.:b aca 

State 86-16 wells wlll be prominent topographic 

teatnres located on the upldnd bench west of the Crv 

Fork Reservoir. The oil wells wiil be vlslble co the 

publ~c. The prolect ~s Located approzlmarel~~ 6 miles 

nortp. of Chlnook, Montaild. The Ldnd is prlmarlly ~ised 

tor Livestock qrazlna purposes. The prolect wlLl 

produce some excesslve nolse durlnq the inltidl staqes 

of drillinq. Once the well is drliled, tne nolse 

Levels wlll return to normal. The area of the proposed 

project 1s already developed for oll and natural gds 

production. 

No Actron Alternative: The aesthetics that are 

currently found on this tract of state land wlLl not 

be ~mpacted. The oil wells wlil not become a prominent. 

topographic feature on thls tract of land. Thls tract 

of qrazinq Land wlll contlnue to be used primarily for 

L~vestock grazlnq purposes. No excesslve nolse wlil be 

producea by the drllllng rig and its crew and wildl~re 

specles will not be temporarily displaced. The Montana 

DNRC wlll not issue Croft Perroleum Company a permlr 

to drlll three oil wells and construct access roads 

Lnto tne well sl tes on a trac; of state graz1r.q Ld:id 

in Blalne County, Montana. 

12. DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATER, 

AIR OR ENERGY: Will the prolect use resources 

that are lirnlted Ln the area? Are there other 

activ~ties nearby that will affect the project? 

Act~on Alternative: Thls prolec? wlll demand tne 

envlronmental resources of oll and a small portlon of 

ldn3 for :he drlll pad areas dnd access roads. The 

demand an the envlronmental resources of alr and water 

dlli he mlnimaj . There dl-P several oll wells Loca~ed 
~n the surroundlnq area that have a m~nlmal irnpaci on 

the existinq envlronmental resources in chls ares 

Once tne prolect 1s completed, tlle proponent: wlll 

reclaim the well sites, ~f the wells do no! produce 

;usfrlfiable qas .flow. L f  tile welis are snowlnq qoocl 

o;i procluctlon, the proponent wl1.l need to LnsraLi 

rjatherlny plpel.lnes and barzi-ry ranlrs to sror-e ?nd 

transport the 011 off the state ianfl co the i,ommerr.lrt- 

maru.et. 

No Actlon Alternative: There wlll bc co ciemands ;n t!lP 

envlronmental resources of Land, water, alu, ~ ) !  <>n?ru; 

rhat are currentlll found on i:h.~s tract. 91 itdt? .dnil. 

The Montana DNRC wil l nor =sue ';rnft !j-tro~e~lm 
. . 

Company ? perxir 70 l r 2 1 ~  ~ P r l e  011 wells ?nu 

c;nstruc.r access roads ::itc zne well sltes on 1 - l c i < ~ ' *  



CHECKLIST EB 
Page 8 

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

13. OTHER ENV1RONMEP:TAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO T 2 Z  

AREA: Are there other studies, plans or pro]ects 

on this tract? 

Actron Alternatrve: The Mo:lLdna SNRC wlll i:onticur :,> 

explore tor natural qas and 0-1 resources 01-1 tracts n: 

Land that have mlneral rlqhts owned by the State of 

Montana. The mlneral rights belonq to che State of 

Montana's, School Trusr Fund and revenue brought Ln 

from these developments wlll contlnue to be used for 

educational purposes Ln the State of Moncana. The MT 

DNRC wlll continue to explore and develop natural gas 

and oil facllitles as Long as they are env~ronmentally 

safe. The goal of the Montana DNRC/TLMD . ~ s  to rnanaqe 

the Stdte of Montana's trust Ldnd resources to produce 

revenue for the trusr beneflcldrles, while conslder~nq 

environmental factors dnd pro-cectlnq the future 

income-generatlnq capaclty of the Land. The Montana 

DNRC/TLMD will contlnue to monlror the surface 

Llcensed qrazinq activity and sec stockinq rates on 

this tract of qrazlng Land every ten years in 

accordance wlth State of Moncana 1-aw. 

No Action Alternative: The project wlll not Impact 

other sirudles, plans, or projects that the DNRC has on 

this tract of land. The Montana DNRC wlll not rssue 

Croft Petroieum Company a perxlt to drlll three OIL 

wells and construct access roads into the well sites 

on a Zracr of state grazlng land in Blaine Counry, 

Montana. 

14. KL!MAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: Will Chis pro3ecT dad to 

health and safety rlsks In the drea? 

111. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATTON I 

Action Alternative: Croft ?etroleum Co., ~ t s  

subcontractors, and/or thelr employees undersrana ':ne 

rlSKs associated wlth drlil.inq three exploratclr./ oll 

RESOURCE: 

weiis. Croft Petroleum Co., ~ t s  subcontracLors, and 

their employees assume these rlsks ds occupa-cii)nnl 

hazards. This prolect wlli nor acid to the il:iman ne?lth 

and safety rlsks Founa Ln this area. 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MTTTGATTON MEASIJRES 

No Actron Alternative: Crotr Petroleum So. W I L L  o p  

denlea permlsslon -co nrlli -:hree exp!orarory I well: 

and  consnrucr access roads ~ n t o  r hP  'deli ,lie 5 on :!I> 

rracr XG: state Land. The project wlll nor inn 1 o ' he 

n 

nealsn or numarl sdfer-;{ r:sl:s Touna Ln chis :?red. ,irjr' 

??';ro.~eum Cc. wlli nor assume dp.1 '?ccupat:ondl !!dZaT';i' 

cX1 not drllllnq t.ne o ~ l  wells and -cnstri>ct:nl 3 ~ 7 e S i  

r?ads Lnro :he well srces qn ;n:s tract ci scare !ar.CI. 
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15 . IIIDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL APJ3 .AGRIC3LT'JRAL ACTi'ITIY IES 

AND PRO1~lJr:'rIOPJ: W i l l  t h e  p ro le s :  adc! t o  o r  a l t e r  

' ihese a c t i . r l t i e s ?  

16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIB[JTIO:N O F  EMPLOYMENT: W i l l  che 

pro?eCt  c r e a t e ,  move o r  e l i m i n a t e  l o b s ?  If so ,  

e s t i m a t e d  number.  

Action Alternatlve: Dr1Li~l:q t h r e e  e:-:pLzracory ; _ A  

w e l l s  dna  i o n s ~ r u c t i n g  a c c e s s  r o a d s  i n c o  che we1I 

s ~ c e s  will add t o  t h e  ~ n d u s t r i d i  a c t l v i c y  cn c n l s  

[ r a c t  of s t a t e  Lana. I f  Zr-oft  Pe t ro l eum Co. i s  

success fuL  Ln d r ~ l l i n u  r h r e e  producing 011 w e i i s ,  ~ n z  

School  Trus; Rand of Monrana w l l :  q e n e r a r e  adalt;ui-!a: 

ic:vt.nue th rougn  r o y a l . t i e s  tram t n e  s a l e  o i  nat:urai 

r jas.  The Eoraqe p r . s d : ~ c t l o n  on ;he n a t l v e  rar:qe!anc 

w l l l  be reduced,  due r:o r h e  w e l l  pad disturbances. 

However, a f t e r  t h e  r ec ld rna r lon  p r o c e s s  1 s  c o m p l e r e ~ ~ l .  

f o r a q e  p r o d u c t i o n  on c h i s  t r a c t  o f  g r a z i n g  Land w3.l:  

be enhanced i n  t .his a r e a .  In r h e  lonq  r c n ,  tile 

r e c l a m a t i o n  p l a n  t o  s e e d  n a t l v e  and tame g r a s s e s  b a c .  

Lnto c h i s  a r e a  w i l l  Lncrease  che  ionq- t e rm 

p r o d u c t l v i c y  and enhance e r o s l o n  c o n t r o i  cn t h e s e  

s o l i s .  

No Action Alternative: The ~ n d u s t r i a l ,  commerc ia i ,  dnc! 

d q r l c u l t u r a l  a c t i v l t l e s  w i - l  nor be a l t e r e d  on t r l i s  

c r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  The re  w l l l  b e  no a d d . i . r ~ n n a 1  

revenue g e n e r a t e d  f o r  che School T r u s t  Fund ,2i Montane 

o r  f o r  C r o f t  Pe t ro l eum Co. i n  che  form of r o y a l t i e s  

from t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  o i l  on t h e  commercia l  m a r k e t .  The 

Montana DNRC w i l l  no t  i s s u e  C r o f t  Pe t ro i eum Compdny d 

permi t  t o  dr;Li t h r e e  o i l  w e l l s  and c o n s t r . J c t  a c c e s s  

roads  i n t o  t h e  w e l l  s l t e s  on a  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  cqrazlng 

Land In B l a i n e  Counry, Montana. 

Action Alternatlve: The p r o i e c t  w i l l  pro.J:ae Crofr  

Pe t ro l eum Co. wi.til revenue q e n e r a c e d  by t h e  sa> of 

o l l  on t h e  cornrnerclal m a r k e t .  The S t s c e  of Konrand 's ,  

School T r . l s t  Fund w l l l  b e n e t l t  f rom royalties, r h r o ~ i q h  

t h e  s a l e  of o i l  a s  w e l l .  Thls n r o l e c t  r.~:! I nor ino'ip ;> r  

eliminate l o b s  w i t h i n  t h e  surrounding d r e e .  The 

p r o l e c t  w l l l  p r o v l d e  C r o f t  Perro.leum C o . ' s  ernployeei 

witli d d d i t i o n a l  work. 

No Actlon Alternative: The q u a n t i t y  &nd 4 l s t r i b u r : o n  

~r rrnploymeni i i ~ l l  no t  be  Lrnpacr-ecr i n  ~ : l l i s  ,ir:?,i. ':;.ofr 

Petl-,uo:eurr. So .  xiL.1 sii i lply ~ O V -  IQP, ro orhe: - e'-.t :i 

:ha: :!>e\; have .  Tnc Montana DIJP.C w i l l  no t  ; s i n e  ' I , ~ , I :  

P e t ro l eum Company perlill t ti> d r i l l  Three  QLI  b i p l  1 ' 

I ) a n d  c o n s t r ~ c - L  a c c e s s  roai!z .n to t h e  we:.; s i ~ e s  .In J 
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1 7 ,  ! , c . 2 .  di.,..u E.IiD STATE TAX BASE AND TAX 

RE7JE::ITE3: ;dl11 t h e  p r o j e c t  c r e a t a  $or e l l m r r , a t e  

18. DEMAND FOR GCVERNMENT SERVICES: W i l l  s u h s t a n c i d l  

t r a f f i c  be  added t o  e x i s t i n g  r o a d s ?  W i l l  o t h e r  

s e r v i c e s  : f i r e  protection, p o l i c e ,  s c h o o l s ,  e t c )  

be  needed?  

- - 

~ 9 .  LOCAL1,f ADCTTED CNVIROKMENTAL PLAl1:; r \ I JD GGALS: 

A r -  - h e r e  S t a t e ,  Coun t / ,  C ~ t y ,  VSFS, BLi*, T r r ~ d l ,  

Action Alternatlve: The p r o l e c ?  w ~ l l  c r e a t e  and1:ronal 

t a x  revenue i n  B l a l n e  Count./, IC t h e  011 w e l l s  a r e  

succe.s.5::l. and c a p a b l e  of  comerc.:al  p r o d c c t i o n .  The 

o r o j e c t  w i l l  have an  impacr  on t h e  l o c a l  a r d  s t a r e  La..: 

b a s e ,  ~f s ~ c c e s s f i l l .  

No Action Alternative: The l o c a l  and s t a t e  t a x  b a s e  

w l l 1  re ma,^? :he same. Ta:i r evenues  w l i l  n o t  b e  

irnpacted i n  B l a l n e  Cciinty h y  n o t  d r i l l i n g  t h e s e  o:l 

w e l l s .  The Montana DNRC w l L l  n o t  i s s u e  C r o f t  P e t r o l e ~ i n  

Company a  p e r m i t  t o  d r l l l  t lkree o r 1  w e l l s  and 

c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  r o a d s  r n t o  t h e  w e l l  s i t e s  on a  t r a c t  

of  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  l a n d  I n  BLa;ne County, Montana. 

Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w i l l  c:roate sorne 

s u b s t a n t l a l  t r a f f - c  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d ,  thr?tiyhour 

t h e  e n t i ~ r c  l e n g t h  of t i m e  i t  t a k e s  t o  d r l l i  t h e  ,311 

w e l i s  and  c o n s r - a c t  t h e  a c c e s s  roads  l n t o  t h e  w e l l  

s i t e s .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  an  additional 

demand f o r  qovernment services. The p r o l e c t  w i l l  n o t  

r e q u i r e  t h e  s e r r r l c e s  of  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  p o i l c e ,  o r  

s c h o o l s .  

No Action Alternative: There  W I L L  be no demand f o r  

government s e r v i c e s  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  The 

Montana DNRC/TLMD w i l l  c o n t r n u e  r o  monl. t o r  q r a z i n g  

manaqement a c t l v l c y  and s e r  s r o c k l n g  r a t e s  t o r  t h l s  

s r a c r  of q r a z l n g  l a n d  ownen by r h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana. 

?'he Montana DNRC w r l l  nor  l s s u e  C r o f t  Petro!!eum 

Company a p e r m l t  co a r i l l  t h r e e  o l i  w e l l s  dnd 

c o n s t r u c r  dc'cess roails ~ n t o  Lhe w e l l  S i t e s  o11 ,i ;r?r-T 

o f  s t a r e  q raz ln i i  Land in B l a i n e  County, Montalld. 

Actlon Alternatlve: 'rhe prole(-:  w l i l  nqt ::it-rte!:? 

wl th  any o t h e r  1.or:aliy adclpted env l ronmenca i  pLdris o r  

g o a l s  t h a t  :he Montana DNRC has  :or r h l s  c r a c r  o f  

s t a r e  Lancl. No zonlnq p l a n s  w ~ . i l  bo in efteczt f o r  Lhe 

consc r i l c r lon  of t h e  011 w e l l  pads  o r  a c c e s s  r o a d s .  '!'he 

:lonT an;, DNRC wlL1 con t ln l i e  t o  ;-:.:PI orc: a!in i ie~7piop 9 l ~ l  

i nd  n;,t:nr3l g a s  t a c i l l t l e s  on Ld~:ds :ha!. .:rle T j 1 . d ~ ~  '>f 

Ycnczna awns che mineral r i q t t s  . E n v ~ r o n m e n t a l  

i.sse-.s.;m,.nr Sheck i i . s r '  s w l l . 1  con!:lnue t o  bc :kc- b,3s7--> 

o i  t : c ~ ~ s l u s l o n  'or :ut!ire r?c--flopmeni Q r  t u r t h o r  , - rui l \ -  

.>t p r o j e c t s  s i i c : ~  d=, ~ " 1 5 .  

No Actxon Alternatlve: 'I'here a r e  no o t h e r  !mown 

L O C 3 J  : T I  3d0pred - i r 7 1  1-3r!r~r+nr-ai  liLans o r  ?Gals t ~ r  'F ' I  ~ 

Erac t  of s t a t e  Land. The I4onraca DNRC w l l l  no t  -.sLlii 

. P-rroieurn ':,-,rnpdny a perrnl i  :3 d r ; l i  - h r r ?  911 
, , ' $ e l l s  arid consz: - i lc~ a c c e s s  roads  Lnra rni- j r c d . -  -1-O5 

GI-. 3 ::ricr (2: 3 t d t o  I j r az lng  Land in  131ciAr,e ':L~LIIIC-:, 
',,̂  -.* ...< ~ . , .an i  . 
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2 3 .  ACCZCS 'I'2 F..PTD 3UALiZY OF RSCREATIONAL AND 

WTLDERNZSS ACTIIIITIGS: Are wilderness o r  

r e c r e a t i o i - i ~ l  a r e a s  n e a r b y  o r  a c c e s s e d  throuqi-. 
I t h l s  t r a c t ' ?  I s  t h e r e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t l a 1  

within t h e  L r a c t ?  

21. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND 

HOUSING: W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  add ::o r h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

and r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  h o u s l n g ?  

Actlon Alternative: The propo'cd o l l  w e l l s  a r e  locate!: 

ar a l e q a l l y  a c c e s s r b L e  t r a c t  af s t a t e  l a n d .  The 

l c ~ c s t ~ o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r c : s c I  1s accessible io t h e  

public f o r  r e c r e a t l o n a l  p u r p o s e s  t h r o c g h  a  couilt;? roa.1 

Lnto :he Dry Forii Yese r7~ . i l . r .  T h l s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  i;nd 

does  have r e c r e a t l r j n a l  p o r e n t l a l  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h l n q ,  

h l k l n g ,  and b l r d  x a c c h i n o .  The main r e c r e a t l o n a l  

a c t i v ? . t i e s  t h a c  oaclir  h e r e  a r e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and 

h i k i n g .  The o l l  w e l l s  2nd a c c e s s  r o a d s  w i i l  h ave  a 

rnlnimal impacc on t h e  r c c r e a t l o n a l  a c t i v l t l e s  t h 3 t  ma:] 

o c c u r  on t h l s  t r a c r  o f  s t a r e  l a n d  l n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

No Action Alternative: T h l s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l d n d  1 s  

l e g a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l l c  f o r  r o c r e a t l . o n a 1  

p u r p o s e s .  The r e c r e a t l o n a l  p o t e n t l d l  f o r  t h i s  t r a c t  of 

l a n d  w l l l  c o n t l n u e  t o  be  modera t e  t o  h l g h .  T!ie Montana 

DNRC does  have  r e c r e a t l o n a l  authority, prov 'de i i  b y  t h e  

Montana F i s h ,  W i l d l i f e ,  & P a r k s  on t r a c t s  o t  S t a c e  

l a n d  t h a r  a r e  L e g a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  The Montana DNRC 

w l l l  n o t  i s s u e  C r o f t  P e t r o l e u m  Company a  p e r m l t  t o  

d r i i l  t h r e e  o l l  w e l l s  and c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  r o a d s  i n t o  

t h e  w e l l  s l t e s  on a  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  q r a z i n q  l a n d  i n  

B l a i n e  County ,  Montana.  

Action Alternative: The p r o l e c t  w i l l  n o t  add  t o  t h e  

w o p u l a t l o n  o r  require a d d l - l o n a l  h o u s l n q .  The d e n s l t . ~  

and d i s t r l b u t l o n  of p o p u l a r l o n  and  h o u s i n g  w l l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  be  low i n  t h l s  r u r a l  f a r n l n g  and r a n c h l n q  

a r e a .  Cro fc  P e t r o l e u m  Co. w l l l  dri.1.l one >lei:  a t  a 

t lme and t h a t  may t a k e  one  t o  cwo weeks c ~  compl? t e  

Lf t h e  o l l  w e l l  1s  c a p a b l e  of corrmerc:~l producr l .on ,  

C r o f t  ?enroleurn Co. w i l l  h ave  t o  b u r y  a rjanlierLnc1 

p l p e i l c e  L O  a b a t ~ e r y  cdnL on t h e  w e l l  p a d .  This 

. i c f l v ~ t ; i  1.1111 r e q u i r e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  Crrifr  Petrfiic?ilm 

C o . ' s  employees t o r  a n  a d d l t l o n a l  week o r  cwo. 

No Actxon Alternative: The d e n s i t y  and d-llstr;b~:t:cn ri: 

p o p u l a r l o n  and h o u s ~ n q  X I L L ~  ,-:qntinue L O  remali-i -Jer.l 

Low Ln t i h . 1 ~  r u r a l  r , incnlr .q dnd  tscrnlnq coinmur:z-~~. The 

Montand L!NRC/TIMD 1; t!le .!ri~nr;. i - e s p o ! ~ s ~ S i e  f q r  I n y  

s i l r f a c c  and i u h s i ~ r f a c c  4ctix.71r.'i ,r! .h i . ;  rrac 'r  ? r  5Tdt'. 

Land. The Montana DNZC w l l i  r.<,r Lssile ' I r ~ f i  P n r r n i e m  

Company 1 p e r x l r  co  c1r1 Ll 7 ~ n r G ~  5x1 idol is  and 

: o n s t r u c t  r l ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~  rorlil:; L I I L C  ::I" -,.I(>! 1 .;I cec  s n  d c r a c r  

~t s r a t e  g r a z l n ?  -;nu in Q l d i n e  ;Count:?, Montana.  
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-, 
L L .  S O C I A L  ST?.L11Ti:PE:; T~.1:3 HCRES: I s  some d i s r u p t l c n  

o f  n a t i v e  o r  r radi r :nnz:  l i f e s t y l e s  o r  

c o m m u n l ~ y '  s possible? 

- 

2 3 .  C'JLTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: W l l i  t h e  a c ~ i o i l  

c a u s e  a  s h i f t  I n  some un ique  q u a l l t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ?  

Actlon Alternative: The p r c l e c t  w i l '  n o t  d i s r l~ ; :  2-7 

n a t l v e  o r  traditional L ~ f e s t y i e s  I n  this communltly. 

DrllLjlng t h r e e  e:<plorarar: ;  o l l  w e l l s  a ~ d  constr:!cr;nc; 

a c c e s s  r o a d s  I n t o  :he we:: s l t e s  w i l i  n o t  change tne 

s o c l a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and mores found  I n  t h l s  a r e a .  5 1 ~  

and n a t u r a l  g a s  e z p l o r a t l o n ,  deve lopmen t ,  and  

p r o d u c t l o n  a r e  a l r e a d y  soraewhat high i n  t h i s  a r e a  

No Action Alternative: The n a t l v e  and t r a c i i t l c i n a l  

1 l fes ;y :es  w i l l  n o t  be  impacted  I n  t h i s  r u r a l  r d n c h l n q  

and f a r r r lng  community. The p e o p l e  who i l v c  Ln t h i s  

a r e a  a r e  v e r y  much open t o  n a t u r a l  g a s  and a l l  

e : rp i~ ) r .+ t lon ,  development ,  and p r o d u c t l o n  on t h e i r  own 

l a n d s .  The n a t i v e  and t r a d i t r o n a l  1 l :es ty :es  I n  t h i s  
- .  a r e a  w 2 i L  c o n t l n u e  t o  remain  t h e  same. The Montand 

DMRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  C r o f t  PetroLeum Company a pe rmi r  

t o  d r i i l  t h r e e  o i l  w e l l s  and c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  r o a d s  

i n t o  t h e  w e l l  s i t e s  on a  t r a c r  o f  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  l a n d  

I n  B l a m e  County ,  Montana.  

Action Alternative: The p roposed  o l l  wel1.s and  d c c e s s  

r o a d s  w i l l  n o t  c a u s e  a  s h l t r  i n  t h e  u n l q u e  q u a l i t y  of 

t h i s  a r e a .  No c u l t u r a l  a r t l f a c ~ s  o r  s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  

were o b s e r v e d  o r  n o t e d  on each  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  w e l l  

s i t e s .  N a t u r a l  g a s  and o i l  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  deve lopmen t ,  

and p r o d u c r l o n  a r e  impor ran t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who L - V P  L ~ I  

~ h l s  area, b e c a u s e  l t  p r o v l d e s  l o b s  and a d d l e l a n d 1  

Income. 

No Actlon Alternative: The c u l t u r a l  uniqueness and 

d l . , ~ e r s i t y  o f  t h l s  a r e a  w l l l  remaln  t h e  same. T h l s  

t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  Land i d 1 1 1  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  u s e d  f o r  

livestock g r a z l n q  pu rpo3es  aria r e c r e a r l o n a i  

o p p o r t u n l e l e s .  The Montana DNRC will n o t  l s s u e  Crof '  

Pe t ro l eum Company a  pezml t  c~ d r l l l  t h r e e  o l ?  weiLs 

and c o n s t r u c r  d c c e s s  roads  ln -o  che w e l l  sires o n  4 

t r a c L  (of s r a t e  q r a z ~ r ~ y  .:di(J -11 BLdlne ,COL:~IL.{, 14onI. d n ~ .  
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Actron Alternatrve: The p r o - e c r  w ~ l :  y e n e r a r e  

additional revenue t o r  t h e  Montana DNRC/Sck,oci T rXls t  

Fund and C r o f t  Pe t ro l eum Co. thri-uqh roya l  ~ i e s  trr,rn 

t h e  s a l e  of  o i i  on t h e  c o m e r c l a l  m a r k e t .  'The 

surrounding comrnunirles w ; l l  b e n e f i c  from p r o j e c i x  

such  a s  r h l s  t h rouqh  Lodqlnq, q a s ,  and food purchased  

by t h e  d r l l l i n q  crew a n c  Croft ? e t r o i e ~ u ~ n  Company. 'The 

p e o p l e  Ln t h e  s u r r o u n d l n q  a r e a  may at? more w l l l i n q  t o  

e x p l o r e  f o r  n a t u r a l  g a s  on K h e ~ r  own Lands Ln whrch 

t h e y  own t h e  m i n e r a l  r l q h t s .  

No Action Alternative: The p o c e n f i a l  f o r  a d d l i l o n a i  

revenue t o r  the S t a t e  of Montand, C r o f r  P e t r o l e u n  Co. ,  

and t h e  p e o p l e  I n  t h e  s i l r round lng  a r e a  w l i l  be l o s t .  

T!iere a r e  no o t h e r  d p p r o p r l a r f  s o c i a l  a n d / o r  economlc II 
r r zcumsrances  r.o discuss wstt11:i t h l s  Environmental 

Assessment C h e c k l i s ~ .  The Montana DNRC w i l l  nor  Lssue 

C r o f t  Pe t ro l eum Company a  pe rmi t  t o  d r i l l .  t h r e e  011 

w e l l s  and c o n s t r u c t  a c c e s s  roads  I n t o  t h e  w e l l  s l t e s  I I 
on a t r a c t  of  s t a t e  g r a z i n q  1ar.d I n  B l a i n e  Count'?, 

Montana. I 

EA C h e c k i i s t  P r e p a r e d  By:- Dan Dobler  Havre [JPIL Manager -- 

Maine T I  t l e  
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IV. FINDING I 
1 C - J . P.LTEP.EIA'TI'JE SELECTED: 

2 6 .  SIGNIFICANCE O F  PO'TEN'I'I6.L IMPACTS : 

27. Need for Further Environmentai A n a l y s l s :  ~ 
I I I EIS [ I More Detailed EA [ X ] No Fi~rther Analysis 

7- 

ZA C h e c l . l ~ s t  Approved By : S l i - r e  P l o n e y  

:lame 

Area Manager, CJo1- tk~3as t~~cn  Lanc'! G ~ z ~ c ' P  

'I L A ?  



Oil Exploratow Well Drilling Stipulations for Oil & Gas Lease No. 36,027-05 

Proposed State #5-26, #6-26, & #15-26 Oil Wells - Blaine County, Montana 

I .  Permittee shall contact the Havre Unit Office, 48 hours prior to any surface activity 

2. Permittee shall contact the State's surface lessee, Briese Bros., C/o Darrel Briese, 1660 West 10" 
Street, Havre, MT 59501, 48 hours prior to any drilling activity. 

3 .  The permittee shall settle all surface damages with the surface lessee within a 
reasonable time period following the completion of the proposed oil wells. 

4. The permittee shall be responsible for controlling any noxious weeds introduced 
by the permittee's activity on the state land and shall prevent or eradicate the 
spread of those noxious weeds onto BLM and deeded land adjoining the premises. 

5. This tract may contain significant archaeological, historical, or paleontological 
resources. If any of these resources are located, the permittee shall cease all drilling activity and 
contact the appropriate Area Ofice, Unit Office, and Department Archaeologist in Helena 
immediately. The Department reserves the right to restrict surface activity for the purposes of 
protecting significant cultural resources. 

6. In order to prevent the introduction of noxious weeds on the state land, all equipment used on this 
project must be initially power washed prior to use. 

7. Oil well drilling activities may occur on dry or frozen ground only. No activity will be allowed 
during muddy conditions. 

8. No vehicle oil changes or petroleum disposal shall occur on this tract of state land 

9. There will be no off-road traffic other than that necessary to accomplish the oil well drilling and 
the construction of an access road into the well sites. Attached is a topographic map showing the 
location of the proposed oil wells. 

10. All gates will be closed and all fences that are taken down will be repaired as soon as possible 

I I .  The topsoil removed from the site must be located upslope of the project. Subsoil, excessive dirt, 
and pit stockpiles must be located down-slope of the project. 

1 I The access roads must be kept to a minimal size in order to minimize the impact to the native 
rangeland resource. 

12. Turn-wounds must be kept to their initial size and they are not to be expanded on. The tear drop 
must be as close to the drill pad as possible. 

13 All disturbed areas shall be seeded with State of Montana Certified or Registered seed. The seed 
mixture shall be planted in the amounts specified in pounds of pure live seed per acre (PLSIacre). 
The seed mixture shall consist of 8 lbs. PLSIacre 'Rosana' western wheatgrass, 8 lbs. PLSIacre 
'Pryor' slender wheatgrass, 5 lbs. PLSIacre 'Lodorm' green needlegrass, and 1 lb. PLSIacre 
yellow sweetclover (seed poundage is to be doubled if area is broadcast seeded). The seeding will 
be repeated until a satisfactory stand is established as determined by the Havre Unit Office. 



Croft Petroleum Co. - Proposed Oil Wells 
State #5-26, State 6 2 6 ,  & State #I 5-26 

US State Plane 1983 
Montana 2500 

NAD 1983 (Conus) 

Scale 1 :24,000 D-Croft Petroleum Oil 
N I 
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