
- -- 0 * 

MENTAL ASSESSMENT 

entation Date: December 20085 

I. TYPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION I 
The proponent has requested the DNRC to issue a Land Use License for a 300-foot by 300-foot 
(approximately 2 acres) portion of School Trust land for a parking area for snowmobile users. 

II. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: 
Provide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this project. 

Dillon Unit Fire Supervisor Donald Copple, Fire Team Leader Lee Hahnkainp, Dillon Unit Forester Cl~uch 
Barone, and Dilloil Unit Manager Richard Moore conducted a field review in November 2005. Scoping notices 
were sent to lessees, adjacent landowners, DNRC Archaeologist Patrick Rennie, Montana Natural Heritage 
Program, USFS, Wisdom R.D, and the BLM, Dillon Field Office. 

None 

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 1 
No Action Aiternative: A Land Use License would not be granted. Cuwelir recreational use, grazing 
leasing, and wildland fire suppression activities would continue. 

Action Alternative: A Land Use License would be granted to the Big Hole Siiowrnobile Club -- 
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4. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTURE: 
Consider the presence of fragile. compacfable or unstable soils. ldentify unusual geologic features. Specify any special 
reclanlation considerations. ldentify any cumulafive impacts to soils. 

~ -- -- I 
Slopes in the proposed project area are less than 1 %. No soil erosion effects are expected. Use of the parking 
area will be limited to the winter months when the ground is covered with snow. Soil compaction and rutting 
may occur when thawing conditions are present. Motorized vehicle traffic will be limited to the parking area, and 
Miner Lake rcad. All other roads in this section are signed and closed to motorized vehicle traffic. Big Hole 
Snowmobile Club would repair any rutting, or other soil damage, at the end of each snovv.mobile season. The 
club shall also seed the parking area with native grass seed after use. 

-- -. 

1 5.  WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: 
l Identify important surface or groundwater resources. Consider the potential for violation of ambient water quality 

I standards, drinking water maximum contaminant levels. or degradation of water qualify. ldentify cumulative effects to 
I water resources. 1 

None. 

6. AIR QUALITY: 
What pollutants or palticulate would be produced? ldentify air quality regulations or zones (e.g. Class I air shed) the 
project would influence. ldentify cumulative effects to air qualify. 

- 

Some particulates would be produced by snowmobile exhaust. Minimal impact is expected due to this project 

7. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: 
What changes would the action cause to vegetative communities? Consider rare plants or cover types that would be 

, affected. ldentify cumulative effects to vegetation. 

Due to the flat terra~n and lack of vehicle-limiting vegetation within the proposed project area, the potential for 
vehicles and ATVs leaving the existing roads and utilizing cross-country travel exist. Rutting and soil 
compaction may occur during thawing conditions. This activity could reduce the vegetative cover in the 
proposed project area and increase the likelihood of intr~ducing noxious weeds to itie area. Motorized vehicles 
potentially carrying noxious weed seed from other locations would also increase the likelihood of noxious weeds 
being introduced into the proposed project area. Minimal impacts are anticipated. Appropriate signing could 
minimize any impacts. The Big Hole Snowmobile Club would seed the parking area with native grasses in the 
spring; the club would also spray the parking area for noxious weeds after each season of use. 

1 8. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS: 
1 Consider substantial habitat values and use of the area by wildlife. birds or fish ldentify cumulative effects to fish and 
I wildlife, L__~.____ -- .- _J 

A variety of big game, small mammals, raptors, songbirds, and grouse use this area. Increased motorized travel 
in the proposed project area may alter wildlife movement and patterns. No significant impacts are anticipated. 
No fisheries are present within the proposed project area. Montana arct~c grayling do inhabit Miner Creek, 
which is located approximately one mile from the proposed project area. No impacts are expected to occur to 
the stream as a result of the project. 



9. UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LllVilTED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: 
Consider any federally listed threatened or endangered species or habitat identified in the project area. Determine 
effects to wetlands. Consider Sensitive Species or Species of special concern. ldentify cumulafive effects to these 

1 species and their habitat. 

The Montana Natural Heritage Program identified lynx, a federally listed threatened animal, west of the 
proposed project area in the Beaverhead Mountain Range. East of the Continental Divide lynx occur at higher 
elevations (5,413 to 7,874 feet) and in habitats mostly composed of sub alpine fir Secondary habitat is 
intermixed Engelmann spruce and Douglas-fir where lodgepole pine is a major seral species (Reudiger et al. 
2000). This type of habitat exists approximately % of a mile to the west of the proposed project area. The 
proposed project would be in mixed sagebrush and grass, therefore, no impact to lynx habitat is expected as a 
result. The MNHP also identified two species of concern near the project area. Lemhi Beardtongue has been 
identified approximately 1 mile to the southwest of the project area, and Miner Creek (I mile west) is identified as 
an Arctic Grayling steam. The proposed area will be primarily be used during snowy and frozen conditions. No 
impacts to either sensitive species are expected as a result of the proposed project. 

10. HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: 
ldentify and determine effects to hisfoncal, archaeological or paleontological resources. 

No cultural resources have been identified in the project area, The DNRC archaeologist recommends no 
additional archaeological investigative work provided all project activities remain within the current area. No 
significant impacts are anticipated. 

11. AESTHETICS: 
Determine if the project is located on a prominent fopographic feature, or may be visible from populated or scenic areas. 
What level of noise, light or visual change would be produced? Identify cumulative effects to aesthetics. 

The proposed project area is not visible to any populated areas. Due to the location and nature of the proposed 
project, aesthetics should not be adversely affected. 

1 12. DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATER, AIR OR ENERGY: 
Determine the amount of limited resources the project would require. ldentify other activities nearby that the project 
would affect. ldentify cumulafive effects to environmental resources. 

None. 

13. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA: 
Llsf other studres plans or projects on this tract Determine cumulat~ve Impacts likely to occur as a result of current 
pnvate, state or federal act~ons ~n the analysrs area, and from f~iture proposed state actions in the analysis area that are I 
under MEPA rev~ew (scoped) orpermittlng revlew by any state agency 

The Dillon Unit conducted a DNRC range evaluation in 2003 on Section 36-T5S-R16W An EAC was 
completed for the Miner Creek Post and Rail harvest in 1996 and EAC was completed for the Roberts Post and 
Rail Timber Permit in 2005. Numerous small timber sale permits have been granted since 1982. Beaverhead 
County has Right-of-way for the county road along the southern edge of the section Currently Section 36-T5S- 
R16W is leased for grazing by Thomas and David Mitchell of Dillon, MT 



OURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered. 

I 14. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: 1 ldenhfy any health and safety risks posed by the project. 

The Big Hole Snowmobile Club would be responsible for any s~gning to slow traffic for public safety. No known 
health concerns ex~st 

I 

1 15. INDUS-TRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION: 
I ldentlfy how the PI-oject would add to or alter these act~vtt~es 

Curren:Iy Section 36-T5S-R16W is leased for grazing by Thomas and David Mitchell of Dillon, MT. Production 
of the area is 137 AUMs, Reduction of grazing acreage on the two acre proposed parking area could affect 
AUMs, however, impact is predicted to be for a short time period, and minimal. The Big Hole Snowmobile Club 
will seed the parking area with native grass to reduce any potential impacts to grazing. 

1 16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: 
1 Fst~mate the number ofjobs the project would create move or elim~nate ldent~fy cumulat~ve effects to the employment 
1 market. i 

None 

1 17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: 
Estimate tax revenue the project would create or eliminate. Identify cumulative effects to faxes and revenue. 

None. 

I 18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: 

1 Estimate increases in traffic and changes to traffic patterns. Whaf changes would be needed to fire protection poke ,  
i schools, etc. ? Identify cumulative effects of this and other projects on government services. 
I - 

Beaverhead County road department would include plowing the parking area with plowing the Miner Lake Road 
No likely cumulative effects will occur as a result. 

- 
--1 

b9. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: i 
j List State, County, City. USFS. BLM. Tribal, and ofher zo~iirig or management plans, and identify how they would affect / 

this project, I I 

The DNRC Administrative Rules for State Land Leasing ARM 36.25.101 through 36.25.141 

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND WlLDERNESS ACTIVITIES: 1 
ldenfify any wilderness or recreational areas nearby or access routes through this tract. Determine the effects of the 
project on recreational potential within the tract. Identify curniiialve effects to recreational and wilderness activities. I 

The main purpose of this project is to provide access to US Forest Service snowmobile trails. Some 
snowmobile riding would likely occur illegally within Section 36 'The area may see more snowmobile traffic due 
to this parking area. 



OF POPULATION AND HOUSING: 
Estimate population changes and additional housing the project would require. ldent~fy cumulative effects to population 
and housing. 

None 

22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: 
ldentify potential disruption of native or traditional lifesfyles or communities 

None 

23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: 
How would the action affect any unique quality of the area? 

None 

area other than existing managemenf. ldentify cumulative economic and social effects likely to occur as a result of the 
proposed action. 

The proposed action has provided $25 via a Land Use License application fee and would provide $1 00 annual 
revenue to the Trust over the course of the 10-year Land Use License. Existing grazing lease in Section 36 
would continue to provide $909.68 annual revenue to the Trust (2005 rates). 

EA Checklist 
Prepared By: 

Name: Donald E. Copple Date: November 16, 2005 

Title: Dillon Unit Fire Supervisor 



V, FINDING 

ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 
-- -- 

Afer reviewing the EAC, I have selected the Action Alternat~ve. to issue a Land Use License to the Big Flole 
Snowmobile Club. J believe this alternative can be ilnple~nented in a manner that is consistent with the long- 
term sustainable natural resource managemen1 of the area and generating revenue for the scl~ool trust. 

7-- 

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: 
L 

I conclude all identified potential impacts will be avoided by utilizing the mitigations listed below and no 
significant inlpacts wil l  occur as a reslilt of implcinenting the selected alterrtative. 

1 .  Soil rutting in parking area: The Big Hole Snowmobile Club will repair any soil darnage as a result of 
the parking area. 

2 Use of closed roads: The Big Hole Sllowtnobile Cl~tb will il~fornl members of closed roads on the rest 
of State section 36-T5S-R 16W. They will filrther insure that State road closure signs remain in place. 
CLI~-en1 roads shall not be blocked with snow or vel~icles to allow for timber harvesting activities 
occi~rrillg on the State section. The snowmobile clilb sllall sign these roads with a "'Do not block road" 
sign. 

3. Noxioi~s weeds: The Big Hole Snowlnobile Club sl~all spray for noxious weeds in the spring. 

4. Loss of forage for grazing lease: The Big Hole Snowmobile Club will seed the parking area wit11 native 
grass seed. 

1 27. MEED FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: I 

1 1 EIS --i More Detailed EA 
L 

171 No Further Analysis 

I EA Checklist [ Name: Rchard A Moore 

---- 

Date: December 6, 




