
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

I * RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
NORTHEASTERN LAND OFFICE 

MAR 0 8 2006 
January 30, 2006 

LEGISWIVE ENVIRONMENT& 
MEMORANDUM POLI@Y CF'FlCE 

TO: Clive Rooney, Area Manager, Northeastern Land Office 
Wanda Wallcs, Mineral Leasing Section, Helena Office 

FR: Dan Dobler, Havre Unit Manager, Northeastern Land Office T-YA "' 7 
3 

RE: Seismic Permit No. 1476 - I-Iedges Creek 3-D 
Tesla Exploration, Inc. / Devon Louisiana Corporation 

'Township 27 North. Range 19 East 
Section 13: N%, N%S%, SE%SE% 
Section 14: N%, N%S% 
Section 15: N%NW%, SW%NW%, NE%, N%S% 
Section 16: All 
Section 21: SW%NW%, S%NE%, S% 
Section 22: S%N%, S% 
Section 23: S%N%, S% 
Section 24: S1hN%, S1/z 
Section 25: All 
Section 26: All 
Section 27: N%, SEX, E%SW% 
Section 38: N%NW%, SE%NW%, NE% 
Section 36: All 

Blaine County, Montana 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. is proposing to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seismic project across the above 
referenced tracts of state land. Devon Louisiana Corporation is the State of Montana's oil and gas lessee 
for the above referenced tracts of state land. Devon Louisiana Corporation has hired Tesla Exploration, 
Inc. to conduct this seismic pro-ject on their behalf. This type of pro-ject will create low impact energy 
sources by using vibroseis equipment. 'Tllis equipment is used to locate shallow natural gas producing 
formations. This pro-ject is very extensive and shall create a checkerboard pattern across the landscape. 

This project will cross thirteen tracts of state grazing lands. fourteen tracts of private grazing lands, and six 
tracts of federal grazing lands in south-central Blaine County, Montana. The surface impacts will consist 
mainly from limited vehicular travel across the surface and soil coriipaction from the vibrating platfor~n and 
tires on the seismic equipment. Tesla Exploration, Inc. will be recluired to contact the state's surface lessee, 
Cowan & Son Corporation. C/o Bill Cowan, regarding the proposed seisriiic pro-ject across their individual 
surface leases with the State of Montana. 

'XN EQUAL OPPORTUNiNEMPLOYER" 
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I have attached an Environmental Assessment Checklist for your review. Please review the EA Cliecl<list, 
sign and date it, and return an executed copy to the Havre Unit Office. Please forward a copy of the 
executed EA Checltlist to Connie Daruk, so that she rnay forward it to the Environmental Quality Council. 

I have concluded in the Environmental Assesstnent Checklist that this project will have ~ n i ~ i o r  
environmental impacts on the native rangeland and tame pastures associated with these tracts of state land. 
Surface damages to the native rangeland and tame pastures associated with these tracts of state land shall be 
minimal. if the proponent conducts this pro-ject during frozen or dry surface conditions and complies with 
the Departments terms and conditions for seismic activity on state land. Tesla Exploration, Inc. will be 
required to settle all surface damages with the state's surface lessee(s) within a reasonable time period 
following the co~npletion of the seismic project. 

I am recorntnending that the Department issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seistnic permit to conduct the 
Hedges Creek 3-D seismic project across the above referenceci thirteen tracts of state land. Listed below 
are the stipulations for Seismic Permit No. 1476: 

STIPULATIONS 

I .  Permittee shall contact the Havre Unit Office, 48 hours prior to commencing any surface 
activities at PO Box 868, Havre, MT 59501, phone (406) 265-5236. 

2. The permittee shall be responsible for controlling any lloxious weeds i~itroduced by 
permittee's activity on state owned land and shall prevent or eradicate the spread of those 
noxious weeds onto land adjoining the leased premises. 

3 .  These tracts of state land are known to contain archaeological, historic, and/or 
paleontological resources. If any of these resources are located within the 
direct route of a proposed seismic line, the permittee shall cease all activity 
and contact the Department's, Archaeologist and the Havre Unit Office 
immediately. The Department reserves the right to restrict surface activity on 
State land to protect significant archaeological, historic, andlor 
paleontological resources. 

4. It is the respons~bility of the permittee to make sure that the seismic company that has been 
contracted to do the seismic work under this pel-mit has a valid permit with the county and has 
registered the~r  bond with the Secrctary of State's Office. 

5 .  111 order to prevent the introduction of ~ioxious weeds on state lands, vehicles and ATV's used 
on state land must be power washed prior to use on the project. 

6.  The permittee sl~all contact the state's surface lessee(s), Cowan & Son Corporation, 48 hours 
prior to any seismic recording activity across these tracts of state land. 

7. Seismic activity will occur on dry or frozen ground only. No activity will be 
allowed during muddy conditions. 

8. No vehicle oil changes or petroleu~n disposal shall occur on these tracts of state land. There 
will be no off-road traffic other than necessary to accomplisli the seismographic goals. 

0. Vehrcles w~l l  not be allowed to traverse steep slopes that are greater than 
25% or areas with very thin so~ l s  that may be rutted and left open to eroslon. 
All receiver lines w~ll  be placed on steep slopes by hand crews. 

10. All gates will Ile closed. and all fences that are taken down will be repaired as soon as 
possible. 
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1 1 .  All flagging tape will be removed from the roads and fences leading into the site, along 
designated routes, and fence lines indicating where gates are located, once the project is 
completed. 

12. There may be woody species present on these tracts of state land like snowberry. woods rose, 
and Russian olive. Trucks should avoid these species by gonig around them. Lf woody draws 
are present, these areas must be avoided. If the permittee wants to cross a woody draw they 
must receive wntten permissioil rrorn the Havre Unit Office on the agreed upon crossing 
location. 

13. The permittee shall settle all surface damages with the state's surface lessee(s) within a 
reasonable time period following the co~npletion of the seismic pro-ject. 

14. The following drainages and their associated tributaries will be off-limits to all seismic 
recording vehicles for t h ~ s  pl-qiect and all receiver lines in these areas will be placed by hand 
crews: I-Iedges Creek, Als Creek, Cow Creek, and Gap Creek. 

15. The permittee shall avoid all seismic recording activity within 300 feet of the TU Reservoir 
and Cow Creelt Reservoir. 

Enclosure: EA Checltlist/Legal Descriptions for Seismic Permit No. 1476 



CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Type and Purpose of Action: Tesla Exploration, Inc. has applied for a seismic permit from the Montana DNRC to coriduct 
the Hedges Creeli 3-D seismic project across thirteen tracts of state land in south-central Blaine County. Devon Louisiana 
Corporation is the State of Montana's oil and gas lessee for these tracts of state land. Devon Louisiana Corp. has hired 
Tesla Exploration, Inc. to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seismic project on their behalf. Tesla will be conducting this 
project for the exploration of natural  gas formations across these tracts of state land. The project will also involve fee and 
federal grazing lands in the surrounding area. 

Project Name: Seismic Permit No. 1476 

1 Location: (See Attached Page for Complete Legal Descriptions) Counties: Blaine County, Montana I 

I'roposed Implementation Date: March 1 ,  2006 

Proponent: Tesla Exploration, Inc., C/o Scott Lindenmuth, PO Bos 383, Havre, MT 59501 

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, 

LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

The Montana DNRC's, Havre Unlt Office, Minerals and 

Management Bursall, and the Yontana Board of Oil 14 Gas 

are che only governmental agencles wlrh ]~rrisdictlon 

for this type of activlty on State School Trust Lanas. 

The 'JSDA Bureau of Land Xanagement is the ather 

governmental agency wlth ]urlsdic~;on for 911s type of 

activity on tho federal lands that dre 1nvoi.ved wlth 

the Wedges Creek 3-D seismic prolect. 'Tesla 

Exploration, Tnc. will need to obtaln a selsmlc p?rml' 

from the Montana DWRC, pri-or to conducting any s f ? l s m l f :  

,ictlvities on state Land. The se~smic company that has 

been contracted to do the seismic work under thxs 

permit must have a -xalld permit with each caunry and 

have registered their bond with the L;ecretar\. a: 

State's (If fice. 

1. PIISLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: Provide a brief chronoloqy 

of the scopinq and ongoing involvement for this 

pro] ect . 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 

(DNRC) has been petitioned by Tesla Exploraclon, Inc. 

to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seismic pc?]ect across 

thlrteen tracts of stace land. Devon Louislana 

Corporation is the State of Montana's oll and gas 

lessee on these tracts of state land. Devon Louisidna 

Corporation has hired Tesla Expl-oration, Inc. to 

conduct this seisrnlc project on thelr behalf. The 

Montana DNRC sent out a scoping letters to state 

surface lesseeis), Cowan & Son Corporation, C/o Bill 

Cowan, identifying the proposed seismic project across 

these thirteen tracts of state land. 
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3. ALTERNATIVES C3NSIDERED: Actxon Alternative: The Montana DNRC w;ll qrant Tesla 

Espioration, Inc. permIsslon ro conduct the Hedges 

Creek 3-D seismic prolect for the exploration of 

natural gas formations across these tracts of stare 

land. The Montana DNFC will issue Tesla Exploratla~n, 

Inc. a seismic permlt to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-il 

No Action Alternative: The Montana DNRC wlll deny 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. pcrmlssion to conduct the 

Hedges Creek i-D selsmlc project for the evp1orai:lon 

of natural gas formations on state land. The Montana 

DNRC wlll not issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a selsmlc 

permlt to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-3 selsmic prolect 

I 

1 across thlrteen tracts of state land. 

I seismlc project across thirteen tracts of state land. 1 

I I ;!edge; ';reek 3 - D  jersmic prclect cross thirteen 

1:racrs of state land. I I I 

11. IMPACTS ON THE 

RESOURCE 

4. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTURE: 

Are fragile, compactible or unstable soils 

present? Are there unusual geologlc features? 

Are there special reclamation considerations? 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

Action Alternative: The solls Located on these tracts 

of state Land will recel~e a mlrlimal disturbance wlth 

this type of activity. The solls are suitable for thls 

type of activity, but some solls may experience 

compaction due to the heavy equipment that is used f o r  

thls type of activity. Furthermore, there are certalii 

areas that are susceptible to erosion. These areas 

will be off-limits to all seismic recording ven~cles 

for tnls project. All receiver llnes wlil be l a ~ d  aut 

by hand crews in these areas. All vehlcles and A T Y s  

wlll not be allowed to traverse steep slcpes  hat are 
q r c  
-3.; OL greater, or areas of very thin soils that may 

ne rutted and left open to erosron. Srte speclfj- 

stipulations have been added to ensure that the zteep 

slopes and drainages will not be degraded by thls 

nrolect. The proposed seismic project will only Lap-e 

place whlle the ground 1s frozen or clry. No cnusuai 

geological features are present on these tracts of 

state grazing lands. There are no speclal reclanatlon 

conslderat.Lons for t h r  prcjecz, as Long as ::he 

permittee follows the stlp1lldt~ons that have been Laid 

out for this prolect by thc Mon?:ana DNRC. 

No Actxon Alternative: The sorls thar are located on 

:hc?:e traits 9: state land ~ 1 1 1  not be disLurberJ. 

'These soils ~ 1 1 1  not be susceptible to com?actlon 'Jr 

eroslon, 1; the project 1s not permitted b y  thv 

Mor:tana DNRC. "he Montana 'I!.JP,C wil.1 not issue Tzsi-1 

i:xp.lsrarlon, Inc. a selsmic permrt co conducr the 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

facility In order to maintain the integrity of the 

water source. 'This type of activity does not have the 

potential to contami.nate drinklng water or degrade the 

5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY ANE DISTRIBIJTION : Are 

present? Is there potential for violation of 

ambient water quality standards, drinking water 

maximum contaminant levels, or degradation of 

water quaiity? 

I present water quality found in this area. There is no I1 

Action Alternative: The location of the proposed 

groundwater resources. Tesla Exploration is prohibited 

:ram all seismic recording ac~l-~ities within 300 feet 

of the TU Reservoir, Cow Creek Reservoir, any 

Ilvestnck reservoir, creeh, well, or water storage 

potential to violate any ambient water quality 

standards by approving this project across these 

tracts of state land. The water quality, quantity, and 

distribution will not be impacted in this area. 

important surface or groundwater resources seismic project does contain important ! surface and/or 

No Action Alternative: The water quality, quantity, 

and distribution will not be impacted on these tracts 

of state land. Surface and groundwater resources will 

not be subject to disturbance by denying this projecr. 

The Hontana DNRC will not issue Tesla Exploration, 

Inc. a seismic permit to conduct the Hedges Creek 3 - D  

I seismic project across thirteen tracts of state land. 1 1  
5 .  AIR QUALITY: Will pollutants or particulate be I Action Alternative: m e  prolect is expected Lo have a I' 

produced? Is the pro~ect influenced by alr I rnlnlmal lmpact on the alr quallty W J ~  thln the II 

some dust particulates throughout the entire length of 

the project. However, after the seismic company 

completes the project, traffic will return to normal 

in tnis area. This project is not influenced by ali 

quality regulations or zones (Class I airshed)? 

1 quality regulations or zones. 'I 

surrounding area of the proposed actlvlcy. There will 

be an increase in traffic across the designated roads 

in this area by the seismic company that will produce 

No Actlon Alternative: The air quality that currently 

exists in this area ~1.11 not be impacted on these 

tracts of state land. No pollutants or particulates 

will be produced ln th1.s area by the increase of 

traffic across designaced roads and tralls. '?he 

Montana DNRC will nQt issue Tesla ~xploration, Inc. a 

selsmic permit to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seisrnlc 

prolect across thirteen tracts of state Land. 
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11. IMPACTS ON T9E PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
I 

7 ,  VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: Will 

vegetati-J? corrununities be permanently altered': 

Are any rare plants or cover types present? 

T!le locarlor. of the proposed prolect contsins :atl-:e 

rangeland and tame pasture lands that are useq 

prlrnar:ly for livestock grazing purposes as well ds 

wildllfe habitat . 

The vegetative comrnlinitles found ttlroilqhuut the native 

rangeland include the following plants: western 

wheatgrass (Agropyron smlt:llii, needle-and-thread 

(Stipa comata) , blue gram2 (firuteloca yracilis) , green 
needlegrass (Stlpa vlridula) , sedges ( C a r r u  spp. ) , 
Sandberg bluegrass (Poa secunda~, cudweed sagewort 

(Arternisia ludovic?ana), frinfjed sagewort (Arternisia 

frigida) , dense clubmoss (::tilaglnelld dei~sd) , silver 

sagebrush (Artemisla cana) , woods rose (Rosa woods3 1) , 
rlver wlllow (Sallx exiguai, snowberry 

(Symphoriacarpos occider~taiis) , Ponderosd pine (Pinus 

ponderosaj, P,ocky ~oi~ntain Juniper (Juniperous 

scopulorum) ) , big sagebrush (Artemisia tridenta ta) 

chokecherry (Prunus vlrginlana) and American elm 

(U1:nus .%nericana. 

The tame pastures consist of crested wheatgrass 

(Agropyron crista turn) , smooth brome (Bromus iilermus) , 
and alfalfa (Medicago satlva) . 

Action Alternative: The proposed project : s  expected 

to have a minor environmental lmpact on the nat:ve and 

Lame pasture grazing lands associated with these 

tracts of state land. The vegetative communlt'es Ln 

the immediate area of disturbance wll:. be matted down 

w ~ t h  this type of activity. No rare plants or cover 

types are present in the area of :he prnpcseu p r o l e c t .  

There wlll be no vehicular activity, other than 

specified on the plat map. The seismic company w3.l; 

nor be allowed to traverse up, down, or acl-os- t:he 

steep siopes that are found wlthln the p ~ ~ v o s e d  

pro)ect drea. Woody draws are present in thls area ana 

will be avoided hy the seismic cgmpany during this 

pro3ect. Compai-tlon trrim the seismic recordlny 

vehlcies wlll reduce forage productl.on in the shcrt- 

term, but will hav? no Impact on the Long-terrn t~!t,~lrc 

forage productlvlty of these lands. 

No Action Alternative: The 'Jeqe~ative sommunitles on 

the nati.ve rangeland dnri Eame pasri~rt= ;ireas fauna 

throughout the propc,.sea project area wll? not ne 

disturbed. The Mt.;ntana DNRC wl1.l not lssue T e s  13 

Ezpioration, Inc. d seismic permlt to conducc tne 

f<eaye.? Creek 3-9 seismic prolect across rhlrteen 

tracts ?f state land. 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

3 .  TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS: 

1s there substantial use of the area by important 

Action Alternative: The l8~catlon of the prnuosed 

selsmic pro3ect is used by many different types of 

wil-dlife, birds or fish? I wildlife and bird species. Wildlife wil.1 bc 
temporarily displaced in this area, througnout the 

course of the entire seismic prolecr. Wildlife and 

bird species found ln this area will not be 

I permanently relocated as a result of this type of 
activity. Once the prolect 1s completed, all wlldlie 

and blrd species will return to normal everyday 

activities across these tracts of state land. 

No Action Alternative: The terrestrial and avian llfe 

and their associated habitats currently found across 

this area will not be impacted. The Montana DNRC will 

not issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismlc permlt to 

conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seisrnlc project across 

thirteen tracts of state land. 

9. UNIQUE, ENDP.!IIGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Are any federally 

listed threatened or endangered species or 

identified habitat present? Any wetlands? 

Sensitive Species or Species of special concern? 

Action Alternative: The tlrning of this prolect wl-1 

take place w h ~ l e  the ground 1s frozen cr dry. Thlj 

should minimize the overall disturbance to the graiinq 

lands. This type of project may temporarily dlsplace 

some wlldli.fe species throughout the course of the 

prolect. However, these species will return to normal 

activities once the project 1s completed. Federally 

listed, threatened, and endangered species will be 

able to migrate through thls area wlth minimal 

disturbance. There are no known sensitive species 

and/or specles of special concern known to use this 

area as habltat. However, the potential of occaslondl 

use does exist. These specles will not be ~mpacted by 

the selsnuc actialty across these tracts of state 

land. The selsmlc company will complete thls pro3ect 

wlthln a wepk and t.hey will 1-eave the area complets1.!.. 

All wildlife species follnd in this area will retul-n to 

normal everyday actlTiltles once the seismlc company 

finishes the prole<:: and ;eaves thls area. 

No Action Alternatrve: The ilnlque, endangered, traqlle 

and/or limited environmental resources found 141 thln 

the drea of the proposed disturbance wlli not be 

lmpacted. The Montana DNRC will not lssue resia 

C'xploration, Inc. a se~smlc permlt to coniuuct t!ie 

fledges Creek 3-D seismic project aLcrnss thlrtee:? 

rrzcrz of state Land. 
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1 11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

I I 10. XISTORICAL AND AK!:HAEOLOGICP.L SITES : Are any 

historical, ai:zhaeological or pal.eont.ologica1 

Action Alternative: The Montana DNRC has surveyed the 

project area for exlstlng cultural resources. S~irEace 

1 1  resources present? I Features have been observed durrng prevlous f~eid 
-7aluatlons on some of the tracts llsted within the 

project area. The Montana DNRC Archaeologist, P3trlck 

I I I Rennie, has been contacted for his lnput on posslble 
cultural resource c0ncerr.s in this area wlth this type 

of activity. He has seen no evidence that selsmxc 

actlvrty such as this can impact cultural resources, 

as long as the proponent conduc~s this type of 

activity during dry or frozen conditions and complles 

with the stipulations outlined by the Montana DNRC for 

this project. 

11. AESTHETICS: Is the project on a prominent 

topographic feature? Will it be visible from 

populated or scenic areas? Will there be 

excessive nolse or light? 

No Action Alternative: The historical ana 

archaeological resources that exlst on some of these 

tracts of state land wili not be ~mpacted. The Montana 

DNRC' s, Trust Land Management Di-vision, Minerals 

Management Bureau wlll not lssue Tesla Explorat:on, 

Inc. a seismic permr: to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-0 

seismic project across these tracts of sta:e land. 

Action Alternative: The proposed project area is 

located approximately 35 mlles south of Chinook, 

Montana. This project will be visible to the pubilc 

from the Lloyd Road that runs along the western 

boundary of thls project. The project will create some 

excessive nolse during the initial stages of the 

I I I prolrct. Ijowever, the nolse levels wlll return co 
normal once Ehe prolect is completed and the seismlc 

company pulls out of che area. 

No Action Alternative: The aesthetic character 

currently dssoclated with these tracts of natrve and 

tame grazlng lands wlll not he diminished. Thls 

pro-ect will not be '7is~bic to the public. No 

excessive norse will be produced ln this area, if the 

prolect is denied by the DNRC. The Montana DNRC wili 

not :ssue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a sels~nrz permlt to 

conduct the Hedges Creek 3 - D  selsmlc project across 

thirteen tracts of state land. 
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a c t l v l t i e s  n e a r b y  t h a t  w l l l  a f f e c t  t h e  p r a j e c t ?  

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

s e l s m i c  r e c o r d l n q  ~ ~ e h i c l e s .  Na t lve  v e g e t a t i g n  w i l l  be 

m a t t e d  down a s  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  use  o f  t i l l s  t ype  of 

equipment. Forage production w i l l  he l o s t  111 t h o s e  

a r e a s  t h a t  t h e  s e l s m i c  r e c o r d i n q  v e h i c l e s  t r a v e l e d  

1 2 .  DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 5F LAND, WATER, 

?.IR OR SNERGY: W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  u se  r e s o u r c e s  

t h a t  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  Are t h e r e  o t h e r  

o v e r  t h i s  y e a r .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  w h i l e  t h e  

ground 1 s  f r o z e n  o r  d r y ,  i n  o r d e r  co l l m l r  t h e  impact  

on t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  vegetative communicles t h a t  

c x r r e n t l y  e x i s t  on t h e s e  t r a c t s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  The 

Action Alternative: The P.atlVe and came g r a z l n g  l i n d s  

w l l l  r e c e i v e  some mlnlrnal impac t s  w l t h  t h l s  t y p e  3f 

a c t i v i t y .  S o i l  compactif3n w i l l  o c c u r  f rom t h e  . ~ s e  of 

p r o j e c t  w l l l  n o t  u s e  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  a r e  l i m i t e d  I n  t r ~ e  

a r e a .  There  a r e  no o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  I n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  

w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  t l m l n g  of  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

No Action Alternative: There  w l l l  be  no a d d l t i o n a i  

demands on t h e  envlronrnenta l  r e s o u r c e s  of  l a n d ,  w a t e r ,  

a i r  o r  e n e r g y  a c r o s s  t h e s e  t r a c t s  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  The 

Montana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  T e s l a  Exploration, I n c .  a  

s e i s m i c  p e r m i t  t o  conduct  t h e  Hedges Creek 3-D s e i s m l c  

p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  t h i r t e e n  t r a c t s  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  

1 3 .  OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCgMENTS PERTINENT T O  THE 

AREA: Are t h e r e  o t h e r  s t u d l e s ,  p l a n s  o r  p r o l e c t s  

on t h l s  t r a c t ?  

Action Alternative : The Montana DNRC w i l l  conl:.l.!llle t o  

mon l to r  m l n e r a l  and s u r f a c e  management a c t i v l t l e s  on 

t h e s e  t r a c t s  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  The Montana DNRC w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  t h a t  

t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  have on t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  ecosys t em.  The 

Montana DNRC w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  ad in in l sce r  t h e  l ~ c e n s e d  

s u r f a c e  activities t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  t a k i n g  p l a c e  on 

t h e s e  t r a c t s  of S t a t e  School  T r u s t  l a n d .  The Montana 

DNRC does  n o t  current1 .y  have a n y  o t h e r  s t u d l e s ,  p l a n s ,  

o r  p r o j e c t s  on t h e s e  t r a c t s  ot s raLe  Lana a t  c h l s  

t lme  . 

No Action Alternative: No f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  p l a n s ,  c r  

p r o l e c t s  will he needed t o  a s s e s s  n e g a t l v e  

envlroiir?,ental  impac t s  from s e i s m i c  p r o j e c t s  5uch a 5  

t h e s e ,  i f  t h s s  p r o l e c t  1 s  d e n l e d .  The Mcntdna DNRC 

T r u s t  Land Mfinagement D l v l s r o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  

pe r fo rm f l e l d  a p p r a ~ s a l s  on t r a c t s  of  S t a t e  : ;cko~?l  

T r u s t  I anu  e v e r y  t e n  y e a r s .  The Montana DNRC w l l l  not  

1.ssue T e s i a  Z x p l o r a t l o n ,  I n c .  a  s e i s n 1 c  p e r m l t  t o  

conducr  t h e  Hedges Creek 3-3 s e l s m ~ c  p r o j e c x  a c r o s s  

t h i r t e e n  t r a c t s  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  
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I 

111. IMPACTS rli -!-Z HUMAN POPULATION I 
RESOURCE POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

14. HUMAN IIEAL1T3 AND SAFETY: Will thls projecl: add to 

health and safety risks In the area? 

~ -~ 

Actron Alternative: Tesla Z:<ploration, lis 

subconcractors, and/or their employees understand che 

risks involved with chis type of project. They assume 

the risks involved in seismic project as an 

occupational hazard. The project will have no lnng- 

term impacts to the health and safety of the peop1.e 

found in this area. 

No Action Alternative: The hlundn health and safety 

risks found in this area will continue to remain 

minimal. There wlll be no human health or safety rlsks 

LO the seismic company, subcontractors, and/or its 

employees, if this project is denied. The Montana DNRC 

will not issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seism1.c 

permit to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-0 seismic project 

across thirteen tracts of state land. 

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

AND PRODUCTION: Will the project add to or alter 

these activities? 

Action Alternative: The DNRC has set up stipulations 

for the seismic company to ensure that these grazing 

Lands will receive minimal environmental impacts with 

this type of project. The proposed project will 

compacr the soils where the soismlc recording vehlcles 

will be driving. Damages to the grazing land in the 

form of forage production loss will be settled with 

the state's surface lessee(s) within a reasonable tlme 

period following the completion of the selsmic 

No Action Alternative: The industrial, commerciai, and 

agricultxrai activities will not be altered on these 

tracts of state land. The Montana DNRC will not lssue 

Tesla Explora~lon, Inc. a seismic perinit :o conduct 

t!ie Hedges Creek 3-D seismlc project across thirteen 

tracts of state land 

1 I 6  QJANTIT? AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: Will the 

pro2ect create, move or eliminate lobs? If so, 

ostlmated number. 

Action Alternative: The prolect 1s located ~ 1 1  a .rer!z 

rural. area that 1s primarily used for livest.oc1~: 

qrazing purposes. The project will not alter the 

quantity and distrlhrltlon of employment ~c irhi.? area. 

'The project will create shorf-term jobs fr>r the 

selsmlc company's srnpl.oyess, but  will have no ~mpacl 

on the local ~uantity and distrlhutxon of employment. 

No Action Alternative: The y.~iantity and distribuL1-an 

of employment ,hiill not be impacted in the surrounding 

area. The Montana DNRC wlll not issue Tesla 

E;;plora:ion, Inc. a selsmii permit to conducc the 

Hedges Creek 3-D seismic ~3roject across thirteen 

tracts of state Land. 
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' 17. LOCAL AtJD STATE TAX EASE AND TAX 

REVENUES: Will the project create or eliminate 
+ - .. 
~d.. revenue? 

- 

18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: Wlll substantlal 

trafflc be added to exlstlng roads? Wlll other 

Action Alternative: The prolecc will not create or 

eliminate tax revenue in Blalne County. The locdl and 

stare tax bases will rernaln the same 

No Action Alternative: The local and state car base 

will remain the same in Blame County. The tax 

I revenues in Bldine County will not be Impacted. The 
Montana DNRC will not issue Tesla Explora~ioc, Inc. a 

seismic permit to conduct the Hedqes Creek 3-D seismlc 

project across thirteen tracts of state land. 

Action Alternative: The project will increase traffic 

on the existing roads, throughout the course of the 

services (fire protection, police, schools, etc) I entire project. Traffic will return to normal, once 
be needed? the seismlc company has completed the project and left 

this area. The project will not require other services 

such as police, fire departments, or schools. 

No Action Alternative: No additional government 

services will be needed on these tracts of state land. 

There will not be an increase ~f substantlal traffic 

added to the existing roads and trails in this area. 

The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesla Exploration, 

Inc. a selsmic permit to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D 

I seismlc project across thirteen tracts of state land 
19. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: 

Are there State, County, Clty, USE'S, BLM, Tribal, 

etc. zoning or management plans in effect? 

Action Alternative: The goal of the Montana DNRC/TLMD 

is to manage the State of Montana's trust land 

resources to produce revenue for the trust 

beneficiaries, whlle considering environmental facrors 

and protecting the future ~ncorne-generating capacity 

of the land. Exploring for natural gas and oil 

formations on state land has to potentla: to increase 

the income-qenerating capacity of the land. If natural 

gas or 011 formations are found on the state land, 

additlonai revenue may get be generated for the trust 

I beneficiaries, tiirough royalties frorn the sale 2: 1 natural qas or oil via a commercially producing weli 
No Action Alternative: There wi'l be no impacts t:o t l iw 

locdlly adopted environrnei1t:al plans or qodls thdt the 

Montana DNRC/TLMD has for these tracts of state land. 

'The Montana DNRC will not :ssue 'resia Exploratioi~, 

I n c .  a seismic permit co conduct the Bedqes SrToi :  3-9 

seismic project across thirteen tracts of st,tt-c L a n d .  
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23. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND 

WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: Are wilderness or 

recrearional areas nearby or accessed through 

thrs tract? Is there recreational potentlal 

wlthin the tract? 

21. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTIOPI OF POPULATION AND 

HOUSING: Will the prolect add to the population 

and require addit~onal housing? 

Act~on Alternatlve: The locatlon of the proposed 

project does have recreational potentral. Some of 

these tracts of state land dc have 1-eyal access for 

recreational activities. Upland game bird huntinq, big 

game hunti-ng, bird watching, and hiking are just some 

of the cypes of recreational activities that take 

place In this area. The proposed project will not 

alter these activities. F.ecreationa1 activities wrll 

return to normal once the sersmic company is done w ~ t h  

this project. 

No Action Alternative: The access to and quality i d £  

the wilderness and recreational activities found in 

this area will contlcue to remain the same. Oniy a 

portion of these tracts of state land have legal 

access and will continue to be used by people tor 

recreational purposes. Those people w~shrng to 

recreate on these tracts of State land miist possess a 

State Lands Recreational Use Llcense or a State of 

Montana ConsorvatLon License. The Montana DNRC will 

not lssue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to 

conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seismic project across 

thirteen tracts of state land 

Action Alternative: The denslty and distribution of 

population and housing wllL not be impacted with  he 

approval of this seismic project. The proposed 

actrvlty will increase traffrc on the designated roads 

into the areas of the project. The increase Ln craff~c 

will only occur durlng the inltial stages of the 

sessmic project. The Location of the proposed project 

1s in a rural area. This area is primarily used :or 

livestock grazing purposes and wrlalife hablrat. 

No Action Alternative: The density and dlstrlbutlon of 

population and housing wlli not charige in thls area. 

The proposed project will not nave any impact on the 

:lensity and drstrlbutlon of pop~~lation and houslng In 

thss x e a  regardless of the clec~sron frcm che Xontana 

9 N R C .  The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesia 

E%n.Lorat~on, Inc. a selsrnic vermit to conduct the 

dedges Creek 3-D seismlc pi:o]ect across thlrteen 

Tracts of state land 
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' 22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: Is some disruptlor. 

of nati-~e or traditlonal lifestyles or 

communities possible? 

Action Alternative: Thls project will have a m-nlmal 

impact on the native and traditlonal lifestyles found 

withln this area. The social structures and mores will 

not be ~mpacted with the proposed seismlc pro3ect. 

No Action Alternative: The social structures and mores 

wlll continue to stay the same. The native and 

traditional lifestyles found in this area wlll not be 

disrupted. The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesla 

Exploration, Inc. a seism~c permit to conduct the 

Hedges Creek 3-D seismrc prolect across thirteen 

tracts of state land. 

23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: Will the action 

cause a shift in some unique quality of the area? 

24. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

CIRCUMSTANCES: 

Action Alternative: The proposed activity will not 

cause a shift in any of the unlque qualities found 

( within the surrounding area. The seismic project wlll 
nor change the cultural uniqueness or the diversity 

currently found on these tracts of state land. 

No Action Alternative: The cultural uniqueness of the 

land will not be drsturbed. The proposed actron will 

not cause a shift in any of the unique qualities of 

this area. The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesia 

Exploration, Inc. a seismic permlt to conduct the 

Hedges Creek 3-D seismic project across thirteen 

tracts of state land. 

Action Alternative: Tesla Exploration, Inc. is 

proposing to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seismic 

project to explore for natural gas and oil within the 

different soil formations below these tracts of state 

land. They may find formations that possess the rignt 

characteristics to hold natural gas and/or oll and 

propose to drlll an exploratory well to tap into this 

resource. This activity would present another proposed 

activity to the Montana DNRC. The Montana DNRC will 

deal with that project, if and when it comes along. 

No Action Alternative: There are no other appropriate 

soclal and/or economlc circumstances to drscuss lr! 

this Envrronmental Assessment Checklist. The Montana 

DNRC wrll not issue 'Tesla Exploration, :nc. a selsmlc 

permlt to conduct the Hedges Creek 3-D seisnlc project 

across rhirteen tracts of state land. 

EA Checklist Prepared By: Dan 3ooler 

Name 

Havre iJnit Manager 

Title 
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IV. FINDING 

2 5 .  ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF FOTENTIAL IMPACTS: I I 

27. Need for Further Environmental Analysis: I 
[ 1 E I S  [ 1 More Detailed EA [ X ] No Further Analysis 

:hecklist Approved By: Clive Rooney -- 

Name 

Area Manager, Northeastern Land Office 

T i t l e  

,Signature Date 



Seismic Permit No. 1476 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. - Hedges Creek 3-D Project 

Blaine County, Montana 

Township 27 North, Range 19 East 
Section 13: N%, N%S%, SE%SE% 
Section 14: N%, N%S% 
Section 15: N%NW%, SW%NW%, NE%, N%S% 
Section 16: All 
Section 21: SW%NW%, S%NE?4, S% 
Section 22: S%N%, S% 
Section 23: S%N%, S% 
Section 24: S%N%, S% 
Section 25: All 
Section 26: All 
Section 27: N%, SE%, E%SW% 
Section 28: N%NW%, SE%NW%, NE% 
Section 36: All 




