
L DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL " x  ' ' 

RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
NORTHEASTERN LAND OFFICE 

(406) 265-5236 Telephone 
(406) 265-5236 FAX 

HAVRE, MONTAN 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cllve Rooney, Area Manager. Northeastern Land Office 
Wanda J .  Walks, Clerk, M~neral Leaslng Sect~on 

FR: Dan Dobler, Havre lJnit Manager, Nmheastern Land Office y- 
RE: Seismic Permit No. 1475 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. I Devon Louisiana Corporation 
Townshiv 25 North, Range 19- 
Section 16: All 
Blaine County, Montana 

MAR 0 S 2006 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. is proposing to conduct a 3-D seismic project across the above referenced tract of 
state land. Tesla Exploration, Inc. will be conducting this seismic prqject on behalf of Devon Louisiana 
Corporation. This type of project will create low impact energy sources by using vibroseis equipment. 
This equipment is used to locate shallow natural gas producing formations below the surface. 

This project will cross a majority of this tract of state land. The project will occur primarily on native 
rangeland at the southern end of the Bears Paw Mountains and northwest end of the Upper Missouri River 
Breaks. The surface impacts w ~ l l  be minimal and consist mainly from limited motorized vehicular travel 
across the surface and soil compaction kom the vibrating platform and thumper truck tires. The native 
vegetation will be matted down in the area of the proposed project with this type of activity. If the 
proponent conducts this project during frozen or dry surface conditions and complies with the Departments 
terms and conditions for seismic activity on state land, this project will have minimal negative impacts to 
the native rangeland. 

I have attached an Environmental Assessinent Checl<list for your review. Please review the EA, sign and 
date it, and return a finalized copy to the Havre IJnit Office. Please forward a copy of the executed EA 
Cliecl<list to Connie Daruk, so that she may forward it to the Environmental Quality Council. I have also 
enclosed a copy of an aerial photograph that contains areas highlighted in yellow that are off-limits to all 
the seismic recording vehicles for this prqject. All receiver lines located within these areas will be laid by 
hand crews. I am recommending that the Department issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to 
conduct a 3-D seismic pro-iect across the above referenced tract of state land. 1 have added tlie following 
stipulations for Seismic Permit No. 1475. 

1 .  Permittee shall contact tlie Havre Unit Office. 48 liours prior to commencing any surface 
activities at PO BOX 868, Havre, MT 5950 I, phone (406) 265-5236. 

2. l'he permittee shall be responsible for controlling any lioxious weeds introduced by 
permittee's activity on state owned land and sliall prevent or eradicate tlie spread of those 
noxious weeds onto lalid adjoining tlie leased premises 

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER" 
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3 .  This tract of state land does not contain any known significant archaeological, historic, or 
paleontological resources. If any of these resources are located in the direct route of the 
proposed seismic line, the permittee shall cease all activity and contact the Havre Unit Office 
and the Department Archaeologist in Helena in~~nediately. 

4. It is the responsibility of the permittee to make sure that the seismic company that has been 
contracted to do the seismic worl< under this permit lias a valid permit with the county and has 
registered their bond with the Secretary of State's Office. 

5. In order to prevent the introduction of noxious weeds on state lands. vehicles and ATV's used 
on state land must be power washed prior to use on the pro-ject. 

6. The permittee shall contact the state's surface lessee, IX Ranch Co., 48 hours prior to any 
seismic activity on this tract of state land. 

7 .  Seismic activity will occur on dry or frozen ground only. No activity will be allowed during 
muddy conditions. 

8. No vel~icle oil changes or petroleum disposal shall occur on the state land. 

9. There will be no off-road traffic other than necessary to accomplish the seismographic goals. 

10. Vehicles will not be allowed to traverse steep slopes that are 25% or greater, or areas with 
very thin soils that may be rutted and left open to erosion. Attached you will find a copy of an 
aerial photo that contains areas highlighted in yellow that are off-limits to all seismic 
recording vehicles for this project. All receiver lines located within these areas will be placed 
by hand crews. 

I I .  All gates will be closed. and all fences that are taken down will be repaired as soon as 
possible. All flagging tape will be removed fi-om the roads and fences leading into the site, 
along designated routes, and fence lines indicating where gates are located, once the pro-ject is 
completed. 

12. There are woody species present on this tract of state land like snowberry, woods rose. 
Ponderosa pine. and big sagebrush. Trucks should avoid these species by going around them. 
If woody draws are present, these areas must be avoided. Ifthe permittee wants to cross a 
woody draw they must receive written permission from the Havre Unit Office on the agreed 
upon crossing location. 

13. The permittee shall settle all surface damages with the state's surface lessee within a 
reasonable time period following the co~npletion of the proposed seismic prqject. 

Enclosures: EA Cliecl<list/Aerial Photo 



CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Proponent: Tesla Exploration, Inc., C/o Scott Lindenmuth, PO Box 383, Havre, MT 59501 

I 

Type and Purpose of Action: Tesla Exploration, Inc. is proposing to conduct a 3-D seismic project across a tract of state 
grazing land. Tesla Exploration will be conducting the project on behalf of Devon Louisiana Corporation. Tesla 
Exploration, Inc. will not be allowed to traverse the steep slopes and creek bottoms that are  found on this tract of state land. 
Tesla Exploration, Inc. is prohibited from crossing all of the woody drainages that exist on this tract of native rangeland. 

Project Name: Seismic Permit No. 1475 

1 Location: AII; Sec. 16, T25N. R19E 1 County: Blaine County, Montana 1 

Proposed Implementstion Date: February 15. 2006 

I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
I 

1. PIJSLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: Provide a brief chronology 

of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this 

project. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conser~atloi; 

(DNRC) has been petitioned by Tesla Exploration, Inc. 

to conduct a 3-D seismic project across the above 

referenced tract of state land. The Montana DNRC has 

sent out a scoping letter to the state's surface 

lessee, IX Ranch Co., identifying the proposed seismic 

project across this tract of state .Land. Damages to 

the nati.ie rangeland will he settled with S'ieve Roth 

for this type of project on state school trust land. 

Tesla Ezploration, Inc. will need to obtain a seismic 

perm1.t from the Montana DMRC, prior to conduct;ny any 

selsmlc activities on state Land. The seismic corRpany 

that has been contracted to do the seismic work under 

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, 

LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

within a reasonable time perlod following the 

completion of the seismic project. 

The Montana DNRC' s, Havre Unit Office, Minerals and 

Management Sureau, and the Montana Board of Oil S Cai 

are the only governmental agencies with :urisdiction 

expioratlon of natural gas across this tract or state 

Land. Mitiqatlon measures will he incorporated as 

sripulations to issuing the permit. 

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

No Action Alternative: Cenv Tesla Ei:ploration, InC. 

permlsslon to conduct a ? -c  seismic project for the 
s;cploratl.on of naturai =a; across this tract ~f state 

Land. The Montana DIJRC wiiL not issue TesLd 

Exploration, ;nc. a seismlc p~rmir ':a conauct a !-D 

this permit !Tosia Ezploration, Inc.' must hdve a 

valid permit wlth the county and has to nave 

reg1st:ered their bond with the Secretary of Gtate'i 

office. 

Action Alternative: Gran: Tesla Explorat:lon, Lnc. 

germlssion to conduct a 3-D seismlc projecr for the 

I seismic pr~jec: across ~ h l s  tract cf state iznd. I 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE 

RESOURCE 

$4. GEOLCGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MCISTURE: 

Are f r a g i l e ,  c o m p a c t i b l e  o r  u n s t a b l e  s o i l s  

p r e s e n t ?  Are t h e r e  u n u s u a l  g e o l o g i c  f e a t u r e s ?  

Are t h e r e  s p e c i a l  r e c l a m a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s l  

5. WATZR QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: Are 

l ~ n p o r t a n t  s u r f a c e  o r  q rcundwate r  r e s o u r c e s  

p r e s e n t ?  I s  t h e r e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  of  

ambient  w a t e r  quality s t a n d a r d s ,  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  

rnaxlmilm contami .nant  Leve l s ,  o r  d e g r a d a ~ z i o n  o f  

:dat?r q u a l i t y ?  

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The s o i l s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  minima? 

d i s t u r b a n c e  on t h l s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  Se i smic  

a c t i v i t y  w i l l  onl:) t a k e  p l a c e  w h i l e  t h e  ground 1 s  

f r o z e n  o r  d r y .  No a c t i v i t y  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d  d u r l n g  

iwddy conditions. There  a r e  no >lnu.sual g e o ! o g i ~ a i  

f e a t u r e s  p r e s e n t  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l d r i i i .  Most r,_: 

t h e  s o l l s  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d  a r e  su i . t ab Ie  

f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  a c t - v i t y .  However, t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  

a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  e r o s i o n .  These  a r e a s  

w i l l  be  o f f - i i m j . t s  t o  a l l  s e i s m i c  r e c o r d i n g  vehicles 

f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  Rece ive r  l i n e s  w l l l  be l a l d  o u t  by 

hand crews i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  A l l  v e h i c l e s  and T'TV's w i l i  

n o t  be  a l lowed  t o  t r a v e r s e  s t e e p  s l o p e s  t h a t  a r e  2% 

o r  g r s a t e r ,  o r  a r e a s  of  v e r y  c h i n  s o i l s  t h a t  may be  

r u t t e d  and l e f t  open t o  e r o s i o n .  S i t e  s p e c l f i c  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  have been added t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  r!le s z e e p  

s l o p e s  and d r a i n a g e s  w i l l  n o t  be degraded  by t h i s  

p r o j e c t .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The s o i l s  l o c a t e d  on c h i s  t r a c t  

o f  s t a t e  l a n d  w i l i  n o t  be  disturbed. There  w i l l  be no 

s p e c i a l  reclamation c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  The Nontana DN?.C 

will .  n o t  i s s u e  T e s l a  E x p l o r a t i o n ,  I n c .  a s e i s m i c  

p e r m i t  t o  conduc t  a  3 -D  s e i s m i c  p r o l e c t  t o  e x p l o r e  :or 

n a t u r a l  gas  f o r r n a t ~ o n s  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c c  o r  s t a t e  

l a n d .  

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The v a s t  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  p roposed  

s e l s m l c  p r o j e c t  does  c o n t a i n  i m p o r t a n t  s u r f a c e  and 

yrolindwater r e s o u r c e s  d u r l n g  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  of  t h e  

y e a r .  The s e i s m i c  company 1 s  prohibited from any 

s e l s m i c  a c t l v l t y  w i t h i n  3 0 0  f e e t  of  any s p r i n q s ,  water  

w e l l s ,  s t r e a m s ,  Lakes o r  wa te r  s t o r a g e  reservoir 

f a c l l i t s e s  t o  rna ln ta in  t h e  L n t e g r l t y  of rhese i ,Jater 

r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  type  of ac tz i -v i ty  diies no r  !ha.;- t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  con tan t ina te  dr in lc inq w a t e r  o r  d e g r a d e  

p r e s e n t  wa te r  q u a l i t y  t h a t  i s  found i n  t h e s e  a r e l s .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  'rile w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  qlcd:ititY, 

and d ~ s t r r b u t l o n  b 7 l l l  no t  be  :.mpacted on t n l s  t r a c t  ( ~ f  

s t a t e  l a n d .  The Montana DNF',C w l l l  n o t  . ~ s s u e  Teslcl 

E: :p lora t ion,  I n c .  a  s ezsmic  p e r m l t  t o  conduc t  2 1:-3 

s e i s m i c  ~ r o l e c c  t o  e x p l o r e  f o r  n a t u r a l  gas  L?rmatlons 

a c r o s s  t h l s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
I 

I 
6. A I R  QUALITY: Will pollutants or particulate be 

produced? Is the projecr influenced by air 

quality regulations or zones (Class 1 airshed;? 

- - 

7. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: Will 

vegetative communities be permanently altered? 

Are any rare plants or cover types present? 

Action Alternative: The protect is expected to have a 

minimal impact on the air quality in the surrounding 

area. Traffic across the deslqnated roads in these 

areas will be increased, during the inlt~al stages. 

However, after the seismic company completes the 

project traffic will return to normal in this area. 

No Action Alternative: The alr quality found on chis 

tract of state land will not be altered. 130 pollutants 

or particulates will be produced in this area. The 

Montana DNRC ~1.11 riot issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a 

selsmic permit to conduct a 3-0 seismic project to 

explore for natural gas formations across this tract 

of state land. 

The vegetative communities found througho-ut the nat:.'re 

rangeland inclilde the following plants: western 

wheatgrzss (Agropyi-on smi thii) , needle-and-thread 

(St.ipa comata), blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis), green 

needlegrass (Stlpa viridula) , sedges (Carex spp. ) , 
sandberg bluegrass (Poa secunda), cudweed sagewort 

(Artemisia ludov:~ciana), fringed sagewort (Artelnisia 

frigida) , dense clubmoss (Sel~ginella densa) , big 
sagebrush (Artemisia tridenca~a) , woods rose (Rosd 
woodsii) , common snowberry (Sympnoriacarpos 

occidentalis) , Ponderosa pine (Pinus ponde-vsai , 
chokecherry (Prunus virginiana) American elm (Ulmus 

ilmerrcana) and Rocky Mountain juniper (Jr~niperus 

Action Alternative: The proposed project is expected 

to !lave a minimal impacc Qn the -regecative cover, 

quantity, and quality. The vegetative communities ln 

the iicmed;ate area of disturbance will be matted down 

with this type of activity. Rare plants or cover types 

wli:. not be unpacted witn thss cype of project. There 

will he no :rehicular act;vlty, other than p e c l f l ~ d  ?n 

the plat map. The seismic company will not n~~ allowed 
to traverse up, down, or across the steep sld>>?s thai 

are found within the proposed project area. WoocJy 

ararrs are present In tlils area and wlll be avoined b:~ 

the so:smic recording -~ohicles (inring this prm,?ecu 

No Action Alternative: The vegetative communities 

found throughout the proposed prcject area will !lor 5 ~ .  

disturbed. Rare plants and cover types m i l  nor tle 

altered. The Montana DNRC will not ;ssue Tesla 

E:<ploratlon, Inc. a seisir.1~ permic to ccnducr a 3-!, 

sei.smic pro:ect to explore for natural gas formations 

across rhls tracr of state land. 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
- 

8. TERRESTRIAL, A'JIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND The locdtion of the proposed 

Is there subszantial use of the area by many different types of wlLd!.ife 

wildlife, birds or Elsh? and bird swecles. iqildlife sp~cles wi.11 be temporarily 

I dispersed in this area, throughout the course of che 
seismic project. Wildilfe and bird species found in 

this area will not be permanently relocated as a 

result of this type of activity. Once the project is 

9. iJFlI3UE, ENDANGERED, F-WGILE OR LIMITED 

ENVIRONEENTAL PESOURCES: Are any federally 

listed threatened or endangered species or 

identified habitat present? Any wetlands? 

Sensitive Species or Species of special concern? 

completed, wildlife and bird species w1.1i return to 

normal activities on this tract of state land. 

No Action Alternative: The terrestrial and a-~lan life 

and thelr associated habitats will not he aitered. The 

Montana DNRC will not issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a 

seismic permlt to conduct a 3-D seismic project across 

this tract of state land. 

Action Alternative: The timing of this project wrlL 

take place while the ground is frozen or dry. This 

should minimize the disturbance to existing habltat 

types and the overall ecosystem. Federally Listed, 

threatened, and endangered species will be able to 

migrate through this area with minimal disturbances. 

There are sensitive species and species of special 

concern known to use these areas as habicat. These 

species will not be impacted by the seismic activity 

on t h ~ s  tract of state land. The seismic company will 

complete their work in one to two days and they will 

leave the area completely. A11 species found in this 

area will return to normal everyday activities once 

the seismic company leaves this area. 

No Actlon Alternative: The licique, endangered, 
L.. ~ ~ a g r l e ,  and/or limited environmental resource.; fci~nd 

in the area of the prcposed disturbance will not be 

impacted. The Montana 3NRC will not issue Tosla 

seism1.c prolecr across th:s tracr of srat:e !and 

LO. i l I S T O R I C 4 L  AldL1 AP,CHAECLOGICAL SITES: Are ~n]i 

hlscorlcal, archaeological or paleontologi.c~~l 

resources present? 

Action Alternative: 'The Monrana DNRC has surve:/ed Lne 

prolcct area for rvlsting cultural resources. No 

surface features have been observed durlrlg prev:.olis 

field evalilatroris. The Montana DiRC Archaeolog~st, 

Patrick i?ennie, has been contac~ed tor h1.s i.nput on 

gossible cultural resource ,.concerns 13 thls area x i c k  

this type >f 'ictir~lt:,i. i!e has seen no oxrldence -hc3t 

seismic acti7iit:/ such as tnis ,-:ail Impact cultur?.i 

roso~irr:es, if the proponent conducts this '~ype ? f  

acrivlt:~ durlcu dry or frozen conditions 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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historical, archaeological or pale ontological 
No Action Alternative: No histcrlcal or archaeoloy;,:nl 

resources present? 
resources will be impacted on this tract of state 

land. The Montana DNRC's, Trust Land Mznzgement 

Dlvlsion, Minerals Management Sureau will not !.sslle 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to conduc~ a 

3-0 selsmic project across t h i s  tract of state land. 

. AESTHETICS: Is rhe project on a prom ction Alternative: The location of the proposea 

topographic feature? Will it be l~isible from project is in a rural location in southern Alairie 

populated or scenic arsas? Will there be County. This project will be visible to the p7~bllc. 

excessive nolse or lignt? The project will create some excessive noise durlng 

che init-a1 stages of the project. However, the noise 

levels will return ro normal once the seis~nlc activ:.ty 

is completed and the proponent leaves the axea. 

No Action Alternative: The desthetic character 

currently associated with this tract of state land 

will not be impacted. The Montana DNRC will not issl!e 

AIR OR ENERGY: Will the project use resources impacted with the proposed activity. The grass will be 

that are limited in the area? Are there other matted down from the tires on the thumper trucks and 

activities nearby that will affect the project? the vibrating piatform that is used to send a shock 

wave through the earth to find natural gas formations 

in the soil below. The project will take place while 

the ground is frozen or dry to limit the impact to the 

native rangeland. The project will not use resources 

that are limlted in the area. There are no other 

activities in the area that wlll affecc the project. 

No Action Alternative: There will. be no additicnal 

demands on :he environmental cesorlrces of :.and, w j . t  e r r  

air or energy on this tract of state land. 'The Mcr1t;ma 

3NRC VJ-I: not issue Tesl~i Zxploration, Inc. ~i ;?lsmlC 

perrnlt to conduct a 3-1,' seismlc !-ir?ject +cross thl-3 
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3 II 11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 
13. OTHER ENVI3ONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTlNEMT TO TEE 

AREA: Are there other studies, plans or proleccs 

on this tract? 

Action Alternative: The Montana DNRC wrll contlnue zo 

monitor mineral and surface management acti7~;ties 

thls tract of state land. The Montana DNRC w l l i  assess 

~ h e  impacts of thls project on the surrounding 

ecosystem as weil as the i~censed activities that are 

currently takinq place on this tract of state lanJ. 

No Action Alternative: No further stadles, plans, or 

projects will be needed :f t h ~ s  pro,ect is denied. The 

Montana DNRC Trusr Land Management Division will 

contlnue to perform field evaluations on thls tract of 

state Land every ten years to sst stocking rdtes for 

the grazlng land and rnorlitor grazing management 

practices. The Montana DMP,C will not issue Tesla 

Exploration, Inc. a seismic permlt to conduct a 3-9 

seismic project across this tract of state land. 

1 
111. IMPACTS ON THE YUMAN POPULATION 1 I 

II RESOURCE POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES !I 
Action Alternative: Tesla Exploration, Inc., lts 

subcontractors, and/or their employees understand the 

risks Involved wrth this type of proj2ct. T h e y  assume 

Ehe rlsks involved in se~smlc projects as occupational 

hazards. The project will have no long-term impacts to 

the human health and safety of the people found in 

this area. 

No Action Alternative: The human health and safery 

risks found ln this area will contlnile to remain 

:nlnimai. There wlll be no human health or sarery risks 

to the sersmic cmpany, subcontractors, and/or 2.t.s 

employees, if thls project 1s denied by the Mon-~ana 

DERC. The Montana SNI?C will not issue Tes:a 

Zxpioration, Inc. a selsmic permit to conduct 3-D 

seisrnlc vrolect across chi.s rract of stare Land. 
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1 5 .  INDUSTRIAL, COMMEF.CII;L AND AGRICULTURRL ACTI'IJTIZS 

A N D  PRODUCTION: W i l l  t h e  p r o l e c t  add r o  o r  a l t e r  

t h e s e  a c t i v i t ~ e s ?  

A c t l o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The M o n t a ~ a  3NRC h a s  s e t  up 

s t i ? u l a t l o n s  f o r  t h e  seisml,:  company t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  

':he industrial, commercia l ,  and a g r 1 c i ; l t u r a l  

? c r i v i t i e s  w i l l  no r  he a l t e r e d  wich t h l s  t y p e  of 

p r o 2 e c t .  The n a t i v e  r a n g e l a n d  w l l l  b e  irnpacred from 

t h i s  t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  The impact  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  g r a s s  

commun;ties w i l l  be s h o r t  term and t n e  f o r a g e  

p r o d u c t l o n  w i l l  retu:n t o  normal  by n e x t  y e a r ,  

p r o v i d i n y  ample p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f a l l s  i n  C!:IS a r e a .  The 

proposed p r o j e c t  w i l l  d e c r e a s e  t h e  a v a i i a h l e  f o r a g e  

p roduc t io r l  c h a t  i s  c u r r e r i t l y  found on t h i s  r r a c t  of 

s t a t e  ?and .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The industrial, commercia l ,  and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  activities found on t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  

l a n d  wi.11 n o t  b e  a l t e r e d .  N a t i v e  f o r a g e  p r o d u c t l o n  

w i l l  n o t  be  m a t t e d  down on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s c - i e  l a n d .  

The Montana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  T e s l a  E z p l o r a t i o n ,  

Tnc. a  s e i s m i c  p e r m i t  t o  conduc t  a  3 - D  s e i s m i c  p r o j e c t  

a c r o s s  this t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  

1 6 .  QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: W i l l  t h e  

p r o j e c t  c r e a t e ,  move o r  e l i m i n a t e  j o b s ?  I f  s o ,  

e s t i m a t e d  number.  

- -  - - - 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The p ro ; i ec t  w l l l  n o t  a l r r e r  t h e  

q u a n t i t y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  employment i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

The p r o j e c t  w i l l  c r e a t e  s h o r t - t e r m  j o b s  f o r  t h e  

s e i s m i c  company's employees ,  h u t  w i l l  have no impact  

on t h e  l o c a l  q u a n t i t y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of employment 

i n  t h l s  a r e a .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t l v e :  The q u a n t i t y  and distribution 

of  employment w i l l  n o t  be  impac ted  i n  t h e  su r rou i ld ing  

a r e a .  The s e l s m i c  company may have t o  e l i m i n a t e  l o b s  

i f  t h e y  canno t  f i n d  enoucjh work f o r  t h e i r  employees 

th roughour  t h e  y e a r .  The MontaRd DNRC w i l i  nc,? i s s u e  

T e s l a  E x p l o r a t i d i l ,  I i i c .  a s e i s m l c  pe rmls  t o  conduct  i. 

2 - 3  s e l s m i c  p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  this t r a c t  uf s t a t e  :a!ld 

I - .  
L ; . dCAL !;.!ID .STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: Mil; 

t h e  p r o 3 e c t  c r e a t e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t a x  revenue': 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The p r o l e c t  w i l i  nor  c r e a t e  g;r 

e i i r n i n a t e  t a x  revenue i n  Bla l r le  County .  Tho o c a i  3lla 

s t a t e  t a x  b a s e  i ~ i i i l  remaln  t h e  sari\(?. 

No A c t l o n  A l t e r n a t l v e :  The l o c a ?  a n a  s t a t e  m?: base  

~ ~ 1 1 ;  n o t  he in.pactec1, i f  t h e  pr,>lject  15 net approved 

h y  t n e  DNRC. The t a x  r?vel:;le in B l a i n e  (:oi.lnry w l l l  

c o r t i ~ u e  t o  remain t h e  same. The Montana DNRC wl;? liar 

i s s u e  T e s l a  E x p l ~ o r a t l o n ,  Lnc. ?< s e ~ m i c :  p e r m 7 ~ r  :-o 

conduc t  d 3 - D  s e l s rn l c  projec?:  a c r o s s  5111s t r a ~ t  o f  

5 t a t e  l a n u .  
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18. DEMAidD FOR GOVERNMENT SERVLCES: Will substan:La: 

traffic be added to existing roads? Will orher 

services ifire protection, police, schools, erc) 

be needed? 

19. LGCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: 

Are ttiere State, County, City, USFS, BLM, Tribal, 

etc. zcning or management plans ix effect? 

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND 

WILDERFJESS ACTIVITIES: Are wilderness or 

recreatlonal areas nearby or accessed through 

this tract? is there recreations1 potentla1 

within the tract? 

Action Alternative: The prolect wlli increase traffic 

an the existing roads, throughout the entire Lengti: of 

tine it takes t~ co~'pl?te the project. Traffic will 

!.-eturn to normal, once the seismic company ha? 

completed the project. The project wiil nct rcqu:~e 

ocher servi.ces from police, tire departments, or 

schools. 

No Action Alternative: There wiil be no demand for 

additional government servlces on this tract of state 

land. The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesla 

Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to conducr a 3-0 

seismic project across this tract of stare Land. 

Actlon Alternat~ve: The goal of the Montana L)liRC/TLMD 

1s to manage the State of Montana's trusr land 

resources to produce revenue for the trust 

beneficiaries, while conslaerinq environmental fac~qrs 

and protecting the future lncome-generating capacity 

of the ldnd. There are no zonlng or management plans 

in effect for this projecL 

No Action Alternative: There will be no impacts to the 

locally adopted env~ronmental pians or goals that che 

Montana DNRC/TLMD has for this tract of state land. 

The Montana 3NRC wlll not issue Tesla Exploration, 

Inc. a selsmic permit to conduct a 3-D selsmlc prolecr 

across this tract of state land. 

Action Alternative: This tract of state land is 

Leqally accessible to :he pub1;c for recreational 

opportun~ties via adjacent federal lands. Upland garne 

bird hunting, blg game hunting, fishinq, bird 

watchlny, and h~klnq are just some of the types of 

recreational activltles that take place on thls tract 

of state land. The proposed prolect will pot alrer 

ihese a c r i v ~ ~ ~ e s  for future recrearlonal ~ s e  

No ActLon Alternative: The access tc and qual~ty of 

rne wilderness and recreatlonal actiT7it;e.; found j l ?  

tnls area will conr;n:le to remarn the samu. ?he 

llontana DNRC will 201: lssile Tesla 3xploratlon, Inc. d 

selsmlc ~ermlt to conduct a 3 - D  selsmlc prolect dzrcs? 

chis tract of state land 
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- 4  

iA. DENSITY A N D  DIST3IBUTICN OF POPULATION AND 

HOUSING: W i l l  t h e  p r c l e c t  add t o  t h e  popu la r io r .  

1 and r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  hous ing?  

Action Alternative: The d e n s i t l i  and d i s t r 2 . b u t i o n  o f  

p o p n l a r - o n  and h o u s i n g  w i l l  n o t  be  impac ted  w l t h  t h e  

a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  p roposed  p r o j e c t .  The p roposed  

dc r~ '7 i cy  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t r a f f i c  on t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  r o a d s  

:ntc> t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  u n c l l  t h e  se i sml ;  

p r o l e c t  i s  c o n p l e t e d .  This a r e a  primarily c o n s l s t s  of 

n a t i v e  g r a z i n g  l a n d s .  

No Action Alternative: The d e n s i t y  and distribution o: 

p o p u l a t i o n  and Sous lng  w i l l  n o t  change i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  add t o  o r  d e c r e a s e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n  t h i s  a r e a .  No a d d i t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  w i l l  be  r e q u ~ r e d  

f o r  t h l s  p r o j e c t .  The Montana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  

T e s l a  E s p l o r a t i o n ,  I n c .  a  s e i s m i c  p e r m i t  t o  ccnduc t  a  

3-D s e i s m i c  p r o l e c t  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  

7 .. SOCIAL STRUCTURES A N D  MORES: I S  s0r.e d i s r u p t i o n  of 

n a t i v e  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s  o r  communi t ies  

p o s s i b l e ?  

Action Alternative: T h i s  p r o j e c t  w l l i  have  a  mlnimal  

impact  on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s  found with:n :he 

s u r r o c n d i n g  a r e a .  The s o c i a i  s t r u c t u r e s  and mores w i l l  

I !lot be  a l t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  p roposed  s e i s m i c  p r o l e c t  

No Action Alternative: The s o c i a l  s t r u c t a r e s  and mores 

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a y  t h e  same. T h e  n a t i v e  and 

t r a d i t i o n a l  lifestyles found  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  n o t  be 

d i s r u p t e d .  The Xontana DNRC w i i l  n o t  i s s u e  T e s l a  

E x p l o r a t ~ o n ,  I n c .  a  s e i s m i c  p e r m i t  t o  conduc t  a  3-9 

s e l s m l c  p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  t h i s  t r a c c  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  

Action Alternative: The p roposed  p r o j e c t  wi:.? sot:  

c a u s e  a  s h i f t  i n  any of  t h e  un ique  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  

2 3 .  CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: W i l l  t h e  a c t i o n  

c a u s e  a  s h i f t  i n  some unique q u a l i t y  of t h e  a r e a ?  

found w i t h i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The s e l s m i c  pro?e!cr 

w i l l  nor  change t h e  c u l t u r a l  u n i q u e n e s s  a n d / o r  t h e  

d i v e r s i i y  of t h i s  r r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  The s e i s m l c  

p r c l e c t  w l l l  n c t  be  v l s i b l e  w l c h l n  a y e a r .  

No Action Alternative: 'rhe c u l t u r a l  i ~ n i q i l e n e s s  an0 

d l v e r s i t . !  of  t i le l a n d  w i l l  remain  t h e  s a n e .  Tll? 

Montana DNRC w i l l  i n o t  i s s u e  T e s l a  E i ; p l o r a t i o n ,  lee. a 

s e l s m l c  p e r m i t  t o  conduc t  a ?-9 s e i s m l c  p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  

t h l s  t r a c c  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  i I 
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24. CTWER AFP90PRIATE SOCIAL AND ZCONCMIC 

CIRCUMSTANCES: 

I 
Action Alternative: Tesla Exploration, Inc. is 

proposing to conduct a 3 - D  selsmlc proje,:t to explore 

f3r narural gas wichin the different soil formations 

below chis tract of state iand. This prujzcr involves 

many other fee and federal lands wi-thin the 

surrounding area. They may find natural gas format:ons 

on the state land and propose to drill an exploratory 

well to tap into this resource. This activity would 

present another proposed project on the state land. 

The Mcntana DNRC will deal with that issue, when and 

lf it comes along. 

No Action Alternative: The Montana DNRC will not issue 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct a 

3-D sersmic project across this tract of state land. 

There are no other appropriate social and/or economlc 

circumstances to discuss in this Environmental 

Assessrent Checklist. 

EA Checklist Prepared By: Ijan Dobler 

Name 

Havre rJn1c Yanager 

rl tie 
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IV. FINDING I 
25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: 

I I 

2 7 .  Need for Further Environmental Analysis: I 

i 
I 

[ ] EIS [ I More Detalied EA [ X 1 No Further Analysls 1 

I 

EA Checklist Approved By: C L i v e  Kocney Area Manaaer, Northeastern Land Office 

Name T l c l e  






