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MEMORANDUM LEGISLATIVE ENVIRs3!4h4;"ENTAb. 
POLICY OFFICE 

TO: Clive Rooney, Area Manager, Northeastern Land Office 
Wanda J.  Walks, Clerk, Mineral Leasing Section 

FR: Dan Dobler. Havre Unit Manager. Nortlieastern Land Office % 7 4  

RE: Seismic Permit No. 1478 
Tesla Exploration, Inc. / Devo~i Energy Production Corporation 
Cricket 3-D Project 
Township 30 North, Ranee 18 East 
Section 16: All 
Township 3 1 North, Range 18 East 
Section 36: All 
Blaine County, Montana 

Tesla Exploration, Inc. is proposing to conduct the Cricket 3-D seismic project across the two above 
referenced tracts of state land in conjunction with several tracts of deeded land. Tesla Exploration, Inc. will 
be conducting this seismic project on behalf of Devon Energy Production Corporation. This type of project 
will create low impact energy sources by using vibroseis equipment. This equipment is used to locate 
shallow natural gas producing formations below the surface. 

This prqject will cross a majority of these two tracts of state land, especially since the recording lines will 
be placed every 300 feet. The project will occur primarily on native rangeland in west-central Blaine 
County. The surface impacts will be minimal and consist mai~ily from limited motorized vehicular travel 
across the surface and soil compaction from the vibrating platform and thumper truck tires. The native 
vegetation will be matted down In the area of the proposed project with this type of activity. If the 
proponent conducts this project during frozen or dry surface conditions and complies with the Departments 
terms and conditions for seismic activity on stare land. this project will have min~mal negative impacts to 
the native rangeland on these two tracts of state land. 

1 have attached an Environmertal Assessment Checl<list for your review. Please review the EA. sign and 
date it, and return a finalized copy to the Havre Unit Ofiice. Please fonvard a copy of the executed EA 
Checklist to Connie L)arul<, so that slie may fbrward it to the Environmental Quality Council. I have also 
enclosed two copies of aerial photographs that contain areas highlighted in yellow that are "off-limits" to 
all the-seismic recording vehicles for tliis project. All receiver lines located within these areas must I3e laid 
out by hand crews. The intermittent drainages on these two tracts are very steep, contain wet sub irrigated 
bottoms, and have tremendous woody plant species production that provides excellent wildlife cover and 
habitat. J am recommending that the Department issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct 
the Cricket 3-D seismic project across the two above referenced tracts of state land. I have added the 
following stipulations for Seismic Permit No. 1478. 

1 .  Permittee shall contact the Havre Unit Office, 48 hours prior to commencing any surface 
activities at PO Box 868, Havre, MT 59501. phone (406) 265-5236. 

fl 1 ;1N EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER" 
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2 .  The permittee shall be responsible for controlling any noxious weeds introduced by 
permittee's activity on state owned land and shall prevent or eradicate the spread of those 
noxious weeds onto land adjoining the leased premises. 

3. This tract of state land does not contain any known significant archaeological, historic. or 
paleontological resources. If any of these resources are located in the direct route of the 
proposed seismic line. tlie permittee shall cease all activity aiid contact tlie Havre Unit Office 
and the Department Archaeologist in Helena immediately. 

4. It is the responsibility of the permittee to make sure that the seismic company that has been 
contracted to do the seismic work under this permit has a valid permit with the county and has 
registered their bond with the Secretary of State's Office. 

5.  In order to prevent the introduction of noxious weeds on state lands, vehicles and ATV's used 
on state land must be power washed prior to use on the pro-ject. 

6 .  The permittee shall contact the state's surface lessees, S Bar B Ranch Corporation - c/o Jack 
Davies and Davies Ranch Co~npany -c/o Mark Davies, 48 hours prior to any seismic activity 
across these two tracts of state land. 

7.  Seisinic activity will occur on d1-y or frozen ground only. No activity will be allowed during 
inuddy conditions. 

8. No vehicle oil changes or petroleum disposal shall occur on the state land. 

9. There will be no off-road traffic other than necessary to accomplish the seismographic goals. 

10. Vehicles will not be allowed to traverse steep slopes and drainages that are 25941 or greater, or 
areas with very thin soils that [nay be rutted and left open to erosion. Attached you will find 
two copies each of aerial photos that contain areas lhighlighted in yellow that are "off-limits" 
to all seismic recording vehicles for this project. All receiver lines located within these areas 
will be placed by hand crews. 

I I .  All gates will be closed, and all fences that are taken down will be repaired as soon as 
possible. All flagging t2pe will be removed froin the roads and fences leading into the site, 
along designated routes. and fence lines indicating where gates are located, once the project is 
completed. 

12. There are woody species present on these two tracts of state land like snowberry, woods rose. 
cliokecherry. willow. buffaloberrry, and silver sagebrush. Trucks s l~oi~ld  avoid these species 
by going around them. Steep woody draws are present and will be avoided by the setsm~c 
recording veliicles. If the permittee wants to cross any of the woody draws they must receive 
written permission from the l-favre Unit Office on the agreed upon crossing locat~on. The 
pertnittee will not cross Bean Creek, Grasshopper Coulee, or any of t l~ei r  tributary drainages. 

I ? .  The permittee shall settle all surface damages wit11 the state's surface lessees within a 
reasonable time period following the colnpletion of the proposed seismic prqject. 

Enclosures: EA CliecklistiAerial Photographs 



CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

) Proponent: Tesla Exploration, Inc., C/o Scott Lindenmuth, PO Box 383, Havre, MT 59501 1 

Project Name: Seismic Permit No. 1478 - Cricket 3-D 

Type and Purpose of Action: Tesla Exploration, Inc. is proposing to conduct the Cricket 3-D seismic project across two tract of state 
grazing land. Tesla Exploration will be conducting the project on behalf of Devon Energy Production Corporation. Tesla Exploration. 
Inc. will not be allowed to traverse the steep slopes and creek bottoms that are found on these two tracts of state land. Tesla Exploration, 
Inc. is prohibited from crossing all of the woody drainages that exist on these two tracts of native rangeland. 1 

Proposed Implementation Date: March 15, 2006 
I 

I .  PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
I 

Location: All, Sec. 16, T30N, R18E & All, Sec. 36, T31N, RlXE 

1 .  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: Provlde a brief chronnl.ogy 

I 

County: Blaine County, Montana 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 

IDNRC) has been petitioned by Tesla Explorarion, inc. 

I of the scopinq and ongoing involvement for this ( to conduct the Cricket 3-D seismlc prolecr across the 
above referenced tract of state land. The Montana DNRC 

has sent out scoping letters to the state's surface 

lessees: S aar B Ranch Corp. - c/o Jack Davles and 

Davles Ranch Co. - c/o Mark Davies, identify~ng the 
proposecl seismic project across rtleir respecteu 

surface Leases wlth the State of Montana. Tesia 

Exploratlon, Inc. wlll settle damages to the natlve 

ranqelar~d with these two individuals within a 

I reasonable time period foilowinq the completion of the 

selsmic project. 

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, 

LIST OF PERI4ITS NEEDED: 

The Montana DNRC's, Havre Unit Offlce, Mineraj-s and 

Management Bureau, and the Montana Board of Oil & Gas 

are the only governmental agencles wlth lur1sd1ct1on 

for this type of project on State School Trust Land. 

Tcsla Eeplsrat~cn, Inc. wlll need :o sbtaln 2 selsmlc 

permit from the Montana DNRC, prlcr to conductlnq any 

selsv.1~ activities on srate land. The seismlc company 

that has heen contracted to do the seisrr.1~ work under 

thls permlt [Tesla Exploracion, Inc.) musr have a 

vaild permlt wlth the county and has co have 

reqlstered thelr bond wlth the Secretary of Statx's 

office . 

3. ALTEPMXi'TVES CCNSIDERED: Action Alternative: Grant Tesia Exploratlon, :nc. 

permlsslon to conduct the Crlc!:e?- ?-D seismlc prolecr 

:ar the exploration of naturai yas across rhese -,<lo 

tracts of state land. Mlt~garlon measures wl2.l be 

~ncorporated as stipuiarloris to ~ssulny the perrnir 

No Action Alternative: Deny TesLz Explorarlon, :nc. 

permlsslon to conduct the Cr1c:L;ec 3-D se~sn1.c pro:ecT 

tor the exploration of natural gas across rhese :.~c 

I :.racrs of state land. 
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Are fraqlle, compactible or unstable soils disturbance on ~hese two tracrs of stace Land wlth 

present? Are there unusuai geoloqlc features? this type of project. Seismlc actlvity will onl-J Lakc? 

Are there special reclamation considerations? place whlle the qround 1s frozen or dry. No dctivlry 

will be allowed during muddy conditions. There dre no 

unusual yeologlcal Eeatnres present on these two 

tracts of state Land. Most of the soils across thls 

area are suitable tor thls type of activl~y. However, 

there are certaln areas that are susceprlble to 

erosion. These areas wlll be "off-limlts" to all 

seismic recordinq vehicles for thls project. Recelver 

Lines wlll be lald out by hand crews in these areas. 

A l l  vehicles and ATV's will not be allowed to traverse 

steep slopes that are 25: or qreater, or areas of very 

thin sclls that may be rutted and left open to 

eroslon. Site speclf~c stipulations have been added ro 

ensure that the steep slopes and drainages will noL bc 

deqraded by this project. 

No Action Alternative: 'The soils located on these two 

tracts of state Land wlll not be disturbed. There wlll 

be no special reclamation conslderations. The Montana 

DNRC wlll nor Issue Tesla Exploration, inc. a selsmlc 

permlt to conduct the Cricket 3-D seismic projecr to 

explore for naturai gas formations across ~ h e s e  two 

5. WATER QUALITY, CUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: Are Action Alternative: The locatlon of the proposed 

important surface ar qroundwater resources selsnlc project does contain ~mportant surface dnd 

presen?? Is there potentlal tor vsolatlon,of groundwater resources during different times of the 

year. The seismic company ~s prohlblited from any 

maxmum contaminant levels, cr degradaaon of selsmlc activlcy wlt:?;il 303 feet of any spxinqs, dacer 

water quallty? wells, streams, lakes or water storage reservoir 

facilir;es to malncain the Lnceqrlty of these water 

resources. This type of actlvlty does not have the 

potential to contaminate drinklny water or degrade the 

present water quallty that 1s found Ln these areas. 

NO Action Alternative: The water quality, :quantity, 

and dlstrlbutlon w;ll not hf= ~mpacted on : h e s ~ -  rwo 

tracrs of state iand. The Montana DNRC wlll not 1SSlIe 

Tesla Ezploratlon, Lnc. d selsmlc permlt to conduc: 

tzhe Cricket 3-0 selsrnlc prolect to ezpiore tor nZi:.lr?'? 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE 

6. AIR QUALITY: Will pollutants or particulate be 

produced? Is tne pro-~ect influenced by alr 

quality regulatlons or zones iClass I airshed)? 

7 .  VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: Will 

vegetative communities be permanently altered? 

Are any rare plants or cover types present? 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

Action Alternative: The prolect 1s expected co have d 

minimal impact on the air quallty in the surrounalng 

area. Traffic across the designated roads in these 

areas will be ~ncreased, throughout the entire length 

of tlme it takes to complete the project. However, 

after the seismlc company completes the projecr 

traffic will return to normal ln these areas. 

No Action Alternative: The air quality found on these 

two tracts of state land will not be altered. No 

pollutants or particulates will be produced ln thls 

area. The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesia 

Exploration, Inc. a seismlc permit 'co conduct the 

Cricket 3-D seismlc projec~ to explore for natural gas 

formations across these two tracts of state land. 

The vegetative cornmunitles found througnout the natlve 

rangeland include the following plants: western 

wheatgrass (Agropyron smlthli), needle-and-thread 

(Stipa comatai , blue grarna ~Bouteloua gracllisl , green 
needleqrass (Stipa virldnld), sedges (Carex spp.), 

sandberq bluegrass (Poa secunda), cudweed sagewort 

(Artemisid ludoviclana), fringed sagewort (Artemisid 

frigida), dense clubmoss (Seiaginelld densa), sliver 

sagebrush (Artemlsia cana), woods rose (Rosa woodsii!, 

common snowberry ( Syinphorldcarpos occiden talis 1 . 
sandbar willow !Salix exigua), chokecherry (Prunus 

virgrni~na) American elm i Ulmus Americana I and silver 

buffaloberry (Shepherdia arqentea) . 

Action Alternative: The proposed prolecr is expected 

to have a minlmal impact on the veqetative cover, 

quantity, and quallty. The vegetat;ve cornrnunltles in 

the ~mrnediate area of disturbance will be matted down 

with thls type of actlvity. Rare plants or cover rypes 

wlll not be impacted wlth thls type of prolect. There 

will be no vehicular actlvity, other than specltled on 

the plat map. The seismic company wlil not be allowed 
I 

to traverse up, down, or across the steep siopes thdt i 
are found within the proposed project area. Woody 

I 
I 

draws are present in this area and w;ll be avoiden oy 

the selsmic recording vehlcles durlnq rhls project. 

No Action Alternative: The vegetative communit;.es 

founfl throughout the proposed projecr area wlli not. be 

disturbed. Rare plants and cover types ~ 1 1 1  nor b~ 

altered. The Montana DNRC wlll not lssue Tesla 

Expioratlon, Lnc. a selsmlc permit to conducr the 

Crlcket 3-0 seismic prolec: to explore tor nat.~ral gas 

tormatlons across these zwo tracts of state idnd. 
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: The i o c a t l o n  o f  ch 

w i l d l i f e ,  b r r d s  o r  f l s h ?  and b l r d  s p e c l e s .  W l l d l l f e  s p e c l e s  will be t e r n p o r a r l l y  

d ~ s p e r s e d  i n  r h l s  a r e a ,  rh rouqhou t  t h e  c c u r s e  of  t h e  

enr3 r e  p r o j e c t .  W i l d l i f e  and b i r d  s p e c l e s  found Ln 

t h l s  a r ? a  w i l l  no t  be  pe rmanen t ly  r e l o c a r e d  a s  a  

r e s u l t  of t h i s  t ype  of a c t l v r t y .  Once che p r o j e c ;  :s 
i 

completed,  w i l d l l f e  dnd b l r d  s p e c l e s  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  

normal activities i n  t f i i s  a r e a .  

No Action Alternative: The t e r r e s t r i a l  and avid11 L ~ f e  

and t h e i r  associated h a b i t a ~ s  w l l l  n o t  be  a l t e r e d .  The 

ENVIFONMENTAL RESOUP.CES: Are any f e d e r a l l y  t a k e  p l a c e  w h i l e  t h e  ground i s  f r o z e n  o r  d r y .  Th l s  

L i s t e d  th reaKened  o r  endangered s p e c i e s  o r  shou ld  minimize  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  t o  e s l s t l r l q  h a b l c a t  

i d e n t i f i e d  h a b i t a t  p r e s e n t ?  Any we t l ands?  t y p e s  and t h e  o v e r a l l  ecosys t em.  F e d e r a l l y  I ~ s r e d ,  

m l y r a t e  th rough  t h i s  a r e a  w l t h  minimal  d i s t u r b a n c e s .  

There a r e  sensitive s p e c l e s  and s p e c i e s  o f  s p e c l a i  

conce rn  known t o  u s e  t h e s e  a r e a s  a s  h a b l t a t .  These  

s D e c l e s  w r l l  n o t  be  ~ m p a c t e d  by t n e  s e i s m l c  a c t l v l t y  

on t h e s e  two t r a c t s  of  s t a r e  l a n d .  The s e i s m i c  company 

w i l l  comple te  t h e i r  work i n  a b o u t  a  week and t h e y  w l i l  

l e ave  t h e  a r e a  c o m p l e t e l y .  A l l  s p e c i e s  f o ~ n d  i l l  t h i s  

a r e a  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  normal eve ryday  a c t i v l c l e s  once 

t h e  se l s rn l c  company Leaves t h l s  a r e a .  

No Action Alternative: The un ique ,  s n d a n q e r e d ,  

f r a g l l e ,  a n d / o r  Llmlted env l ronmenca l  r e s o u r c e s  found 

Ln t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  p roposed  d i s ~ u r b a n c e  w l l l  no t  he 

impacted.  The Montana DNRC w l l ?  no t  ~ s s u e  T e s l a  

E x p L ~ ~ d t l o n ,  Tnc. a  s e r s m l c  permit  Lo ionduCT che 

r e s o u r c e s  p r e s e n t ?  s u r f a c e  Cea tu res  have been o b s e r v e d  d u r r n g  p r e v l o a s  

f l e l n   valuations . Thr Montana DNRC Archaeolorl?. :>r,  

Pacr:ck. Renn l r ,  has  been c o n t a c t e d  f o r  h l s  lnpuc ?n 

y o s s ~ h l e  c u i r ~ ~ r a l  r e s o u r c e  c o n c e r n s  l n   his a r  -a v l r n  

t h l s  t ype  of ( ? c t ~ . - ~ l t y .  H e  has  s e e n  no e v l d e n c s  :ha+ 

s e l s m l c  d c t l v ~ t j .  such c h l s  can  lrnpacr c u l z u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  L E  :he p roponen t  c o n d u c t s  c h l t  cype ~f 

act;-vlrv dur;nq d r y  o r  zrozen s u r f a c e  c ~ n d l r i o c s .  

rcontrnued on Next Page, 
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No Action Alternative: No hrstorlcal or drchaeoioglcal 
resources present? 

resources wlll be impacted wlrh this proJect on these 

two tracts of state land. The Montana DNRC's, Trusr 

Land Management Divislcn, Minerals Xanager,ent Bureau 

wlll not issue Tesla Exploration, Znc. a selsmlc 

topographic feature? Will it be nislhle from project is ln a rural area in west-central Blame 

populated or scenic areas? Will there be (County. Thls project will not be visible to the 

excessive noise or light? public. The prolecr wlll create some excessive norse, 

throuqhout the entirety of the project. However, the 

noise levels will return to normal once the se~smlc 

actlvlty is completed and the proponent leaves rhe 

No Action Alternative: The aesthetic character 

currently associated wlth these two traccs of stare 

land will not be impacted. The Montana DNRC wlll not 

issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismlc pernlt to 

conduct the Crlcker 3-D selsmic project across these 

AIR OR ENERGY: Will the prolecr use resources proposed activity. The grass ~1111 he 

that dre limlted in the area? Are there other 

actlvitles nearby that wlll affect the project? the vihratlng platform that 1s used to send C? shock 

wave through the earth co tlnd natural gas Eornatlons 

Ln :he soil below. The project wlll take place while 

the gro.~nd is "?:en or dry in order to :;nl: che 

lmpact on the natlve ranyeland. The pro?ect wlll not 

use resources that are Llmlted ;n che area. There ar? 

no other act;vitles In the area chat wlll affect  he 

No Action Alternative: There wlil be no addlrional 

demands on the envlronmentai resources o: ldnn, waier, 

alr nr energy on chese tracts of state l a n d .  The 

Montana DNRC will nor issue Tesla Exploration, L ~ c .  2 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

1 3 .  OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT r 0  THE 

AREA: Are there other studies, plans or projeccs 

on thls tract? 

- 

111. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION 

Action Alternatxve: The Montana DNRC will contlnue co 

monltor mineral and surface rnanaqemenr activl.rles on 

these cwo erases of state land. The Montana ClNRC wlll 

assess the Lmpacts of this prolecr on the surroundinq 

ecosystem as well as the licensed activities that are 

currently taking place on this tract cf staEe land, Ln 

order LO better understand how chls type of prolecr 

impacts the environment. 

No Action Alternative: No further studies, pldns, rlr 

projects will be needed lf thls project is denied. The 

Montana DNRC Trust Land Manaqemenr Divlsion will 

continue to perform field evaluations on these two 

cracts of state land every ten years to set stocklng 

rates for the qrazinq land and monitor grazlnq 

manaqement practices. The Montana DNRC will not lssue 

Tesld Ezploratlon, Inc. a selsmlc permit to conduct 

the Cricket 3-D seismic project across these two 

tracts of state land. 
-- 

RESOURCE 

14. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: Will this project add to 

health and safety risks in the area? 

~ - 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Action Alternative: Tesla Exploration, Lnc., its 

subcontractors, and/or their employees understand the 

risks involved with this type of projecr. They assume 

the rlsks lnvolved in seismic projects as occupat~ondl 

hazards. The pro3ect wlii have no long-cern inpacrs to 

the human health and safety af the people fouild iri 

chis area. 

No Action Alternative: The human health and safety 

rlshs found In this area wili contlnue co remaln 

minimal. There wili be no human health or safecy rlsks 

r.9 the seismic ccmpany, subcontractors, and/or ~ c s  

omployee.~, if this project 1s  d e n l e d  by ehe Monranzt 

D N X .  T!io Montana DNRC will not ~ s s u e  Tes.La 

Exploracron, icc.  a seismic &>ermlt to conducr r h r  

Cricket. 3-D seismic project acrrlss these two tr;ic:r:; r,r 

state Land. 
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Actxon Alternatxve: The Montana 3NRC has se1 up 

special stlpulat~ons for the selsmrc company to epsure 

that the industrial, commerclal, and aqrlcuitural 

dc7lnlc;es will not be altered with this type of 

prolecr. The natlve rangeidnd will be Impacted from 

this t:~pe of activity. The impact to the native qrass 

communities ';ill.: be short term and the forage 

16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: Wrli the 

prolect create, move or ellmlnate jobs? If so, 

estimated number. 

I 
providing ample preclpltatlon falls in thls area. The 

proposed project will decrease the available forage 

production that LS currenr1;J found on these cwn traccs 

I I productlon will return to normal by next year, I1 

1 of state land. II 
No Action Alternative: The industrial, commerclal, and 

agricultural actl-nt~es found on these tracts of sta:e 

land will nor be alrered. Native forage productlon 

will not be matted down on these two tracts of state 

land. The Montana DNRC will not issue Tesla 

Exploration, Inc. a seismic permit to conduct che 

Cricket 3-D selsmic prolect across these two tracts of 

Action Alternative: The project will nor aiter the 

quanticy and distribution of employment Ln this area. 

The prolect will creace short-term jobs for the 

selsmlc company's employees, but will have no i~npacr 

on the Local quantity and dlstributlon of employmenr 

in this area 

No Action Alternative: The quantity and distrlbutlon 

of employment will nor be impacted in the surroundlnq 

area. The selsmic company may have to eiimlnate ~ o b s  

if :hey cannot flnd enouqh work tor cheir employees 

rhrouqnout the year. The Montana DNRC wlil not Lssue 

I1 1 Tesla Exploration, Inc. d seismic permit to conduct I1 
che Cricket 3 - D  selsmlc projecr across these two 

cracts of state land. 11 
LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: Will 

che project create or eliminate tax revenue? 

- - - ~  

Action Alternative: The prolec? wili not create or 

ellmlnare La:: revenue ~n Blalne County. The Local ,lnd 

state tax base will remaln the same. 

No Action Alternative: The local and state tax base 

wlll not be rmpacted, if the proJect 1s not approved 

by the DNRC. The tax revenue Ln Blalne County wil! 

contlnue to rernaln the same. The Montana DNRC wl-i not 

Lssue Tesla Exploration, Lnc. a selsmic perrnli ro 

conduct the Cricket 3-13 se-smlc project across c!Irse 

two tracts of state 1.ancl. 
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18. DE~JIAND FOE? GOVERMMEIJ'T SEi?VTCES: Wili subscantlai 

trafflc be added to e:.:isting roads? Will other 

services (fire protecclon, pol~ce, schools, erc! 

be needed? 

Action Alternative: The pro~ect wll; increase trarflc 

on the existinq roads, chrouqhout the enrlre iengch of 

::me ~t takes to complete the project. Traffic wlll 

reri?rn to normal, once t!le seismlc company has 

completed the projecr. The projecr will not require 

other services from pollce, fire deparzments, or 

schools. 

No Act~on Alternative: There will be no demand for 

additional government servlces on these two tracrs of 

state land. The Montana DNRC will not issue T'esla 

Exploration, Inc. a selsmic permlt to conduct the 

Crlcket 3-D seismlc project across these two tracts of 

state land. 

19. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: 

Are there State, County, City, USES, BLM, Tribal, 

etc. zoning or management plans in effect? 

Action Alternative: The goal of the Moncana DNRCjTLMr? 

1s to manage the State of Montana's trust land 

resources to produce revenue for the trust 

beneficiaries, w h ~ l e  considering environmenral factors 

and protecting the future income-generating capaclty 

of the land. There are no zonlny or management plans 

Ln effect for thls prolect. 

No Action Alternative: There will be no impacts to the 

locally adopted environmental plans or goals that the 

Montana DNRC/TLMD has for these two tracts of srate 

Land. The Montana DNRC wlll not issue Tesla 

Exploration, Inc. a seismlc permlt to conduct the 

Crlcket 3-D seismic prolect across these two tracts ~f 

state land. 

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALIT.? OF RECREATIONAL AND 

WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: Are wllderness or 

recreatlonal areas nearby or accessed throuqh 

thls tract? Ts there recreatlonal potent1,al 

within -he tract? 

Action Alternative: These tracts of state idnd dre nor 

Legally accessible to the public for recreatlonal 

opportunltles. Access to these traccs of s3cal:e :and LS 

controiled by the surface lessees, since they own the 

surrounding land around these two tracts of srare 

idnd. Upiand game b;rd hunt;ng, hlq game huntina, blra 

watchlnq, and hlklnq are jusr some :>f  the types of 

recreaclonai actlvlties that take place on these 

cracts of stare land. The proposed project will not 

alter chese dctivlties for future recredtlona! use 

No Action Alternative: The access to and quality of 

the wllderness and recreatlonal activities touna ;n 

:his area will contlnue ro remaln rhe same. The 

Montana DNRC will not Lssue Tesla Exploration, Lnc. a 

selsmlc permit to conduct the Cr~cke: 3 - D  seisrnlc 

project across these txo rracts of scare Ldnu. 
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21. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF PO?[JLATION i i N D  

Hi)iTSING: W l l l  t h e  p r o l e c t  add ro  t h e  populat:on 

22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: I s  some disruption of  

n a t i v e  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e s  o r  communities 

p o s s i b l e ?  

2 3 .  CULTURAL iJNSQUENESS A N D  DIVERSITY: W i l l  t h e  a c t i o n  

c a u s e  a  s h i f t  l n  some un lque  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  a r e a ' ?  

Ac t ron  A l t e r n a t r v e :  The d e n s i s y  a n a  d i s t r i h o : - o n  ~t 

p o p u l a r ~ o n  and hous ing  w l l l  n o t  be  impac ted  w l r h   he 

approva l  of t h e  p roposed  p r o j e c t .  The p roposed  p r o ? e c r  

w l l l  Lncrease  t r a f f l c  on t h e  des lqna i l ed  roads  Lnto t h e  

a r e a  o f  t h e  p r o j e c ~ ,  u n t l l  t h e  s e i s m i c  p r o l e c t  L S  

.:ompiered. T h l s  a r e a  primarily c o n s i s t s  of  n a r l v e  

g r a z l n g  Lands l o c a t e d  Ln a  r u r a l  a r e a .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The d e n s i t y  and distribution of 

p o p u l a t i o n  and nous lng  w l l l  no t  change Ln t h i s  a r e a .  

The p r o j e c t  w l l l  n o t  add t o  o r  d e c r e a s e  t h e  p o p u l z t l o n  

Ln t h l s  a r e a .  No a d d l c i o n a l  h o u s i n q  w l l l  he r e q u i r e d  

f o r  c h i s  p r o j e c t .  The Montana DNRC w l l l  not  i s s u e  

T e s l a  E x p l o r a t i o n ,  i n c .  a  s e i s m l c  p e r m i t  t o  conduc: 

t h e  C r i c k e t  3 -D  s e i s m l c  p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  t h e s e  two 

t r a c z s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  T h l s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  have a  mlnimal 

impact  on t h s  t r a d i t l . o n a l  1 l f e s t ; ; l e s  found  w l t h i n  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and  mores w i l l  

n o t  be  a l t e r e d  w l t h  t h e  p roposed  s e i s m i c  p r o j e c t .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The s o c i a l  s t r u c L u r e s  and mores 

w i l l  c o n t l n u e  t o  s t a y  t h e  same. The n a t l v e  and 

traditional l i f e s t y l e s  found I n  t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  nor  he 

d i s r u p t e d .  The Montana DNRC w l l l  n o r  i s s u e  T e s l a  

Exploration, Inc. a  s e l s m l c  p e r m l t  t o  conducr  t:ne 

C r l c k e r  3-D s e i s m i c  p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  t h e s e  two t r a c t s  of 

s t a t e  Land. 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The p roposed  p r o j e c t  w r i l  n o t  

cause  a s h i f t  Ln any of  t h e  un ique  qualities r h a t  a r e  

tound w l t h l n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n q  a r e a .  The s e i s m l c  prmject. 

will no t  change r h e  cultural uniqueness a n d / o r  t h e  

i i l v e r s l t y  found on t h e s e  two t r a c t s  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  The 

s e l s m l c  p r o j e c t  w l i l  n o t  be  v l s l b l e  w l t h l n  a  y e a r .  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The c u l t u r a l  u n i q u e n e s s  and 

d l v e r s 1 t . i  of t h e  Land wiLl rpmarn t h e  same. The 

Montana DNRC w i l l  no t  i s s u e  T e s l a  Exp lo ra l :~on ,  Lee. a 

s e l s m l c  p e r m i t  t o  conduc t  t h e  C r i c k e t  3 - D  se ;smlc  

p ro - j ec t  a c r o s s  t h e s e  :wo t r a c t s  o f  s i l a t e  l a n d .  
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2 4 .  OTHER APPRCPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

ZIRCUMSTAIICES : 

Action Alternative: Tesla Expioratlon, :nc. 1s 

proposing to conduct the Trlcket 3-2 selsmlc prclecr 

co expiore for naturai gas withln the different soil 

fcrrna~lons below these two tracts of state iznd. Thls 

pro3ecr involves many o ~ h e r  deeded Lands wlthln rhe 

surrounding area. They may flnd nstural gas formations 

on the state Land and propose [:o drill an expioratory 

well to tap into rhis resource. Thls acti.r-Lr;. would 

present another proposed projecl to the Montana GPIKC. 

The Montana DNRC wlll dea.1 with that Issue, when an5 

if L C  comes alocg. 

No Action Alternative: There are no other appropriate 

social and/or economlc circumstances to di-scuss in 

this Environmental Assessment Checkl~st. The Montana 

DNRC will not issue Tesla Exploration, Inc. a seismic 

permrt to conduct the Cr2cket 3-D se;sm;c orolecr 

across these cwo tracts of state land. 

EA Checklist Prepared By: Dan Dobler 

Name 

Havre Unlr Manaqer 

T l  tle 

I 
Date 
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IV. FINDING 
1 

2 5 .  ALTERNATIVE S E L E C T E D :  

I I 

2 7 .  N e e d  f o r  F u r t n e r  Environmental Analysis: 

2 6 .  S I G N I F I C A N C E  O F  P O T E N T I A L  IMPACTS: 

I [ ] E I S  I 1 More D e t a i l e d  EA [ X 1 N o  F u r t h e r  A n a l y s i s  I 

I 

EA C h e c k l i s t  A p p r o v e d  B y :  C l l v e  R o o n e y  A r e a  M a n a a e r ,  N o r t h e a s r e r n  L a n a  O f f l c e  

Name T l t i e  












