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RONMENTAL ASSE:SSMENT
Project Namel Natural <ras pioeline. Proposed Inplenentatj.on Da!e: Pendinq

Proponent: Bear Paw frrergfr LLC, 1400-L5* Street, Suite 310, Denver, Colorado. 80202

Tl|pe and Purpose of Action: Bear Paw Energry r,r,c has made a r,and use License application to place a 4 inchqoly natural gas pipeline on state l-and. The gas pipeline will start at xod.iat- state 8-15 well Located onland owned by the state of Mont.ana and extend soulhwesterly to the quarter section line where it !ri1l leavestate latrd and cross onto land in which the surface is privately owned. The pipeline wil-l- extend. to thesection line betweep-5ec!!p4-1i[ c 21 and connect to an Lxistinq-natural oas iiieline.
Localion: E2NE4, Sec. 15 1"'I). 34N Rse. 5?E County: Sheridan

I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

]-. PUBLIC INVOIJVS{EMP, AGEI\TCIES, GROUPS OR
INDfVIDUAIrS CONII|ACTED: provide a brief chronology
of the scoping and ongoing involvement for thisproject.

Bear Paw &rergry LLC has rnade a Land Use lJicense
application to pl-ace a 4-inch poly pipeline on State
Iand. Bear Paw Bxergry tLC has contacted the surface
owner concerning the gas line project.
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?TEF."FTEffiI'ffi"38"T"'"'mffiffi1ffiWWwm The other gfovernment agencies with jurisdiction for

this project are the Montana Board of Oil and Gas,
Billinss Office.

3. AT,TERNATTVES CoNSTDERED: ffifix&W!wmR@ F#r{t rfr'ffi

APR g 8 2006

LEGISLATTVE ENVIROhIMEI
POLICYOFflEE

Action Altenxative: GraJIc permission to the proponent
to install a  -inch natural gas pipeline on State
1and.

No Action Alternative: Deny permission to the
lALoponent -to install a A-inch natural gas pipeline on'IiraEe l-ancl.

rI. I}@ACTS ON TI{E PHYSICA], EWTRON}4EIi1I

RESOURCE POTMiI|IAI IMPACTS

4. GEOIJOGY AIID SOIL QUA],ITY, STABITITY AND
MOISFURE: Are fragile, compactible or uns!.b1e
soils present? Are there unusual geologic
features? Are there special reclamatj.on
considerations?

Action Alternative: This type of project wj.11 impact
the soils on the gas pipel!.ne route. The impacts will
be minimal and the soils along the pipeline route
will recover naturallv.

No Action Alternative: There will be no inpacts to
the soiLs on the land under this aLternative.

5. UIATER QUAIrITY, QUAI{|ITY AlrfD DISTRIBIJI|ION: Areiftportant surface or gtror:ndwater resources
present? fs there potenlial for violation of
anlcient water quality standards, drinking water
maximum contam:i_nant levels, or degrad.ation of
water quality?

Action Alternative: The project will have no impacts
on the water quality, quantity and distrj.bution
associated with this tract of state land.

No Action Alternative: There will be no iupacts to
water resources under this alternative.

6. AIR QUALITY: Wil-l- pollutants or particulale beproduced? Is the project influenced by airquality regnrlations or zones (Class I airshed) ?

Action Al-ternative: The project will have no irpacts
on the air quality of the 1and involved with the
proj ect .

No Action Alternative: There wiLl be no irpacts to
the air quality und.er this alternative.

7. VEGETATION CoVER, eUAtfltITY AND eUALrTy: Willvegetative conrnunities be permanently altered?
Are a-ny rare plants or cover tx)es present?

Action Alternative; The proposed pipeline wiLl cross
rangeland that consisls mainly of tame qrass and



II. IMPACTS ON THE P}IYSTCAL ENVTRONI@IflI

agricultural 1and. The vegetation within the
rangeland wj-1l be disturbed. The vegetation on t}.e
sid.es of the trench will regenerate naturally. The
proponent will be required to reseed the trench area.

No Action Alternat.ive: There will be no impacts to
the vegetation under lhis alternative.

8. TERRESTRIAT,, AVIAN AND AQUATIC I,IFE AND
HABTTATS: Is there subst,antial use of the area
by i:nportant wildlife, birds or fish?

Action Alternat,ive: This type of activity \,vi11
disturb the habit,at tf4)es on the State land. The area
of impact is sma11 in scope and there will be minirnal
impacts Lo the wi1d.1ife and upland bird resources of
the area,

No Action Alternative: There will be no irpactss
the wildlife habitat resources associated with
lald under this alternative.
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9. UNTQUS, E{DANGERED, FRAGILE OR TJIMITED
E\TVIRONMBilIAIJ RESOURCES: Are any federally
listed threatened or endang:ered species or
identified habitat present? Any wetlands?
Sensitive Species or Str ecies of special concern?

Action Alternative: The project area contains no
ioown uni-que, endangered, fragile or limited
environmental resources.

No Action Alternative: There will be no impacts to
ttre environrnental resources under this alternat,ive.

10. HISTORICAL AI{D ARSHAEOITOGICAIT SfTES: Are any
historical, archaeoJ-ogical_ or paleontolog'ical
resollrces present?

Action Alternative: There are no larown historical or
archaeological sites on the areas to be iurpacted. by
this project. The state land was inspected bryr
personnel from the DNRC arrd it was d.etendned that
the area of irnpact contained no known historical or
archaeological sites.

No Action Alternalive: There would be no impacts to
historical or archaeol-ogical sites under this
al-ternative.

11. AESTHETICS: Is the rproject on a proninent
lopographic feature? Will it be visible from
populated or scenic areas? Will there be
excessive noise or l1ght?

Action Alternat,ive: The project sit.e is l"ocated in a
rural area and is visible to the general public. The
ploject will have no impacts to the aesthetic values
associated with the state land involved with thi-s
proj ect .

No Actj-on Alternative: There would be no impacts to
the aesthetics associated with the land under this
proj ec!.

12. DEMANDS ON EIIVIRONMMCTAIJ RESOIIRCES OF LAND,
WATER, AIR OR ENERGY: Will the project use
resources !ha! are limit.ed in the area? Are
there olher activitiep nearby that wil-l affect
tsha hr^'i 6^t 

"

Action Alternative: The project will place no dernands
on enwironmental resources of larrd, water, air or
energ'y.

No Acti-on ALternative: There would be no impacts to
the environmental resources of 1aid, water, air or
energy under this alternat.ive.

T3. OTIIER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCTIMEMTS PERTINEI{T TO TI{E
AREA: Are ttrere other studies, plans or projects
on this tract?

Action Alternative: The pipeline installation wilL
not impact other projects or plans that may be
occurring on the state l-a.rrd.

No Action Alternative: There would be no impacts
the plars, studies or other projects on the land
under this alternative.

rII. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPI'IJATION

POTEI\]II]AI, IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASI'RES

14. HUMAN HEALTH A\ID SAFETY:
to health and safetv risks

wiLL this project add
in the area?

Action Alternat.ive: The pipeJ-ine instalLation has
various huroan health and safety risks. The enrployer
and eq)1oyee identify the health and safety risks as
occupational" hazards.



No Action Alternative: There would be no impacts to
hunan health or safetv under this al-t.ernative.

1.5. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIA], AND AGRTCULTURAL
ACTMTIES AI{D PRODUCTION: Will- the project add
to or alter these activities?

Action al-ternative: The proposed gas pipeline will be
connected to an existing pipeline. The gas tshat is
transported through the pipeline will add to the
cormercial activities in the area.

No Action Alternative: There would be no i-mpacts to
the agricullural activities under this alternative.

16. QUAIflTITY AI{D DISTRTBUTIoN OF EMPLOYMEITT|: WilL
the project create, move or eJ-iloi.nate jobs? If
so, estimated nunlcer.

Action Allernative: This proposed project would help
secure conlinued efiplo]4oent for workers ery>loyed blr
the proponent. Hrr;:loyees of other companies
associated with the conslruction and maintenance of
the pipeline will also benefit from the installation
of the pipeline.

No Actj.on Alternative: There would be no impacts to
the quantity and distribution of empJ-oyment under
this allernative.

T7. IJOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX
REVENUES: Will the project create or elirninate
tax revenue?

Action Alternative: slate and local tax revenue will
increase due to the saLe of gas transported by the
proposed pipeline. In addition, erployment security
for emlrloyees that vrork for corq:anies associated with
this project and the gas industry will help the statse
and l-oca1 tax base.

No Action Alternative: There would be no irnpacts to
the 1ocal a.nd slate tax base under Ehis alternative.

18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMEM| SERVICES: Will
substantial traffic be added !o ex3-sti-ng roads?
Will other services (fire protection, pol-ice,

schools, etc) be needed?

Action Alternative: The project will place no demalds
for government services.

No Action Al-ternative: There would be no impacts for
government services under this alternative.

19. LOCAIJIJY ADOPTED EWIRONMMfiTAL PI,ANS AND GOAITS:
Are there State, County, City, USFS, BIrM,

TribaL, etc. zoning or tnEmagemen! plans in
effect?

Act.ion Alternative: The project wilL not itrpact
1oca11y adopted. environmental plans and g'oals.

No Action Alternative: There would be no j.mpacts to
1oca1Iy adopted environmental pLans and goals r:nder
this alternative.

20. ACCESS ?O AND QUAI,ITY OF RECREATIONAL AND
WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: Are wilderness or
recreationaL areas near\r or accessed. through
this tract? Is there recreational potential
within the tract?

Action ALternative: The project wj-1l not impact the
hunting recreational values associated with the 1and.

No Action Alternative; There vrould be no impacts to
the hunting recreational values associated with the
land under this alternative.

2T. DENSTTY AND DISTRIBIJIIION OF POPUIJATION AI\TD
HOUSfNG: Will the project add to the populalj-on
and require ad.ditional- housing?

AcLion Al-lernative: The project $ri11 not irq)act the
density and distribution of the population and
housing on lhis rural area.

No Action Alternative: There $rould be no impacts to
the density and distribution of the population and
housj.ng under this alteraatiwe.

22. SOCIAIJ STRUCTUFES AND MORES: Is some
disruption of native or traditional Lifestyles
or conununities possible?

Action Alternative: The project will- not irrpact the
social structures of the 1ocal" couumrnities.

No Action Alternative: There will be no irrttr)acts to
the social structures under this a1lernative.

23. CIILTURAL UNTQITH{ESS AND DIVERSITY: Will the
action cause a shift in some unique qual-ity of
the area?

Action Alternative: The project will not impact the
cultural uniqueness and diversity of the 1ald.

No Action Alternative: There would be no inpacts to
the cul-tural uniqueness and diversity under this
alternative.

24. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CIRCIIMSTANCES:

Action Alternative: The project provides some
economic benefit to the 1ocal comrnrnity businesses
tha! supply producls to the conparrv that will be



talling tshe natural gas pipeline.

No Actlon Alternative: There would be no impacts
the social and economic circumstances under ttris
alternative..
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IV. FINDING / //

25. ALTERNATIVE SETECTED: Action Alternative: cra!.t a Land Use License to Bear
Paw Energy LLc to install a 4 inch nalural gas
pipeline on ghis tract of State land.

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTEI\ITIAL II'IpAC"TS: The project will have no signif cant impacts to the natrral resources on
he State land.

27. Need for Further Errvironmental Analysis:

t I EIS [ ] More Detailed EA I X] no Further Analysis

EA Checklist Approved By:
1'1c -Le

Dare: {- /2 -OQ




