
DNRC - Trust Land Managennent Divisicn

CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL AS SES SMENT
Project Name: Temporary Construction Area within lease 9243 Proposed Implementation Date: Pending

Proponent: Montana Department of Transportation, 2701 Prospect Avenue, Helena, MT 59620

Type and Purpose of Action: Use State land during the construction process of installing culverts under Highway 191

Location: SW4SW4NW4, 536 T23N R23E County: Phillips

I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR

INDfITDUALS CONTACTED; Provide a brief chronology
of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this
prol ect.

Montana Department of Transpofiation contacted the MT Department of
Natural- Resources and Conservation (DNRC) Trust Land
Mrhr^6m6hr nirricinr lTT.MDl annnorninn fhic nr^n^cadrJsragyvr.rurr u

project. The surface l-essee's of the State fand have

also been contacted,
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3. AI,TETNATIVES CONSIDERED:

LEGISLATIVE ENVI RONMENTAL
POLICY OFFICE

ActioD A1lernative: Al-low the proponent to utilize
0.06 acres of State land during the installation of
culverts under Highway 19i- in the referenced location.
NO Action Alternative: Deny the proponent access to
0 06 acre drrrino the instalfation of the culverts
under Hiqhwav l-91 in the referenced l-ocaLion.

II IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

RESOURCE POTENTIAL IMPACTS

4.GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTURE:

Are frag:i1e, compactabfe or unstable soils
present? Are there unusual geologic features?
Are there special reclamation considerat.ions?

Action Alternative: The soils in the proposed project
area consist of Nefdore/Bascovey/Rock outcrop. The

soils are shallow clays and che terrain is moderacely
sfeon Acrivifies frnr fnp nronoseo nro-iect wii-
disturb the soifs and the geographic features in the
nrnipe i a-ca Mi ri oati nr moasrrres. whi e'n i-nciuoe che

re-contouring of any disturbed areas, wiII be required
to reduce che negracive impaccs to the soifs and
nannr:nhi 

^ 
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No Action Alternative: The soils in this area wi-l-f not.

be impacted.

5.WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: ATE

imnnrfarf qrrrjacF or o-orrndwa-F- -trsoufces
nraqFn-? T< j-hp-a nn-arti a1 ta- rrin161i6n 6f
:mhi anr ur:rar mrr'l i trr cr:rdardc dri rlri

Action Alternative: The wacer qualj-cy, quantl-ty, or
distributj-on in thj,s area wifl not be impacted by the
proposed project.

NO Action Alternalive: Water quality, guantity and
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II IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

maximum contaminant levels, or degradation of
water guality?

di-stributlon wiff not be affected.

6.AIR QUALITY: Will pollutants or parEiculate be
produced? Is che projecc influenced by air
guality regx-rlacions or zones (Class I airshed) ?

Action Alternative: Air quality within the j-nmediate

nrnnncari nrniocr :ra: m:\/ he rpmnnrerilrr imnecl-eriyr vvvosv

construcrion activitjes may create dust in che project
area .

NO Action Alternative: Air quality will not be

affected in this area.

7-\,EGETATTON COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: Wifl
\radorrri\r^ 

^^mnrrri 
ti 6c -^a nomanonr'lrr :- f616rl"

Are any rare plants or cover types present?

Action Alternative: The vegeca:ion in -.j1e ?roposecl
nroicf| a-ea wi l I he ir-r'.-L^r r..*r*- ^^nSErUCEiOny! vJ ue L u uu! rrrv ev

acri\ri t-r cs Mi rioafi on mFasrvcs. wf i eh include the re-
seedj"ng of any disturbed areas within the proposed
nrniF.f ^rca wi l - l-re remri rcd -he seed mixture f or
thc reseedino wi ,l ennsisr of nati\/e orasses-

NO Action ALteraative: Vegtetation in this area will
not be effected.

S.TERRESTRTAL, AVTAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS:

Is there substantiaf use of the area bv important
vrildlife, birds or fish?

Action Allerqative: Ungmla!.e and Avian wildlife
sneci es maw -oe af f eef ari urhcn hearru pmrinment is in
nnararinn drrrind fho nrnnn<ad nrnianr T'L^ i*_^-!^vpe!qLfvrr uu!rrr9 ulre !-vyvrsu ytvJuuL. rrrE rrL'PauuD

will be small and Lemporary.

lilo ActioD Alteraatiwe: Unqulate and Avian wildlife
snecies wi l l nnr be affected.

9.UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL

RESOIIRCES: Are any federally listed threatened
or endanoercd snecies or identified habitat
present? Any \4/etlands? Sensitive Species or
Species of special concern?

Actioa AllerD.ative: The proposed project Location is
in souch Phillips County. There is sage grouse habiEat
scarrered throughout this region. The closest sage
grouse struttinq ground has been identified
approximately two mj-les to the northeast of the
nronosed nrnieer sife saop ororse wiII not be
rFfonrod '].rrr rlra nrnnncod nr^io.f

NO Action Alterrxative: No resources in the area will
be affectecl.

l0.HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: Are any
historical, archaeological or paleontological
resources Dresent?

Actiotr Alteraative: There are no noted historical or
arehacolooical sites in the j-mmediate area of the
proposed construction site. The State archaeol-ogiist
has been informed of the proposed project and has no

r.ri f h iha hr^i6^f 
^har^f 

i 
^nc

No Aclion Alternatiwe: No historical or archaeol-ogical
will be effected.

11.A€STHETICS: Is che project on a prominent
topographic feature? Wi-11 it be visible from
populated or scenj-c areas? Will there be

excessive noise or light?

Act,ion Alternative: The proposed project slte is next
rn Li ahr^rrrr 1 O1 nrrri hd f h6 

^^hcrrrrnli 
nn nh:<a hp^\^/

equipment and the disturbed landscape wifl be visibl-e
€r^m fh6 hi nhurerr .l.hrnrrah mi ri n:ti 

^n 
maaqrrraq whi ch

include the recl-amation of the project area,
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II TMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVTRONMENT

errcnfrral lw rhe rzi sitrle discufbances to Che nro'ieer
area wi-- be minimaf.

NO Action Alt€rnative: The aesthetics of in this area
will noc be affecced.

L2.DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAI RESOTIRCES OF LAND, WATER,

ATR OR ENERGY: Will Lhe project use resources
that are limited in the area? Are there other
acEivities nearby that will affect the projecr?

Action Alteraative: No resources will be affected by
this proposed projecE.

No Action Alternative: No resources will be affected.

13.OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCI.]MENTS PERTINENT TO THE

AREA: Are t.here other srudies, p]ans or projects
on this tract?

Act,ion Alt,ernative: There are no other studies in this
area.

No Action AlterDatiwe: No studies/ plans or projects
will be affected.

III. IM?ACTS ON THE HII4AN POPULATION

RESOURCE POTENTIAI IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

L4. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: Will this project
add to health and safetv risks in the area?

Actioa Alteraatiwe: )uring the consErucE.ion phase of
the proposed project, the construcLion u/orkers will
f=na cnma h6:1fh :n/i c:fafv ricLc Tho omnlnrror :nd

empl-oyees understand the risks as occupational
h^r^r^< nrrri rd fl-'a -^ncrrr-ri ^n 

nhrc6 
^f 

rh6 nrnnncori

projecr, there wifl be some safet.y risks co the
nonor: l nrrl-r'l i n Tlro nrnnanonf uri 1 1 reka rha nrnnar

measures to ensure E.he Dub-ics safetv.

NO Action Alteraative3 Hr.rman health and Safety risks
will not be affectei.

15. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAT AND AGRICULTURAL

ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION: Will the proiect add
t.o or alter Lhese activities?

ectioD Alternative: No industrial-, commercia] or
aoricrrltsr*^l e.j-rrrrtips n- nrndrrcl-inn wi11 be

affecLed.

NO Action ALternatives No industrial, commercial or
agricul-turaf accivicies or produccion will be

:-6. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTTON OF EMPLOYMENT: Will
the project create, move or eliminate jobs? If
so, estimated nunlcer.

Actior Alter[ative: The quantity and distrj-bution of
emplol.ment will not be affected-

No Action Alternati'ne: The quantity and distribution
of empl-oyment will not. be affected.

1.'7. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX

REVENUES: Will the project. create or
efiminate tax revenue?

Actioa Alternative: The locaf State tax base and tax
revenues will not be affected..

No Action Alternative: The ]ocaf State tax base and

tax revenues will not be affected.



18. DEMAND FOR GOVEFNMENT SERVICES: Will
substantial traffic be added to existing roads?
Will other services (fire prot.ection, police,
schools, etc) be needed?

Action Allernative: Demand for government services
will not be affecced.

NO ActioD A1lernative: Demand. for government services
wil-l- not be affected.

19. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS:

Are there State, County, City, USFS, BLM,

Tribal, eEc- zoning or management plans in
ef fect ?

Action Altertratiwe: There is a DNRC TLMD grazing plan
jn r]:co rn t]^is arFa Thc nronosed eonsEfuctionfrr yaqug

actirritv on fhe 0-05 acres of State land will not
af f ee r rhe oraz.: nc n:eut.

NO Action AllerDative: No management plans will- be

affected.

20. ACCESS TO AND QUAI,ITY OF RECREATIONAI AND

WII,DERNESS ACTIVITTES: Are wilderness or
recreacional areas nearby or accessed E.hrough

this tract? Is there recreational potential
within the tract?

Action Alt€rrative: The recreational potential for
this Eract is hunting. Huncing will- not be affected by

this proposed projects.

NO Actior Alt€rnative: Recreational and wj-lderness
activities will not be affected,

21-. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATTON AND

HOUSING: WilL the project add to the populaE.ion
>na rom,iro rrtdifi^n^l h^rr<ihd?

Actiorr A1leraat,iwe: Density and distribution of
population and housing will not be affected.

NO Action AlternaLiwe: Density and distribution of
population and housing wifl not be affected.

22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: Is some

disrupcion of nat.ive or tradit.ionaf Lifestyles or
nnrm'rli tr c< nnscil]gJ

Action AlterBative: Social structure and mores will
not be affected.

NO Aclioa Alternative: Social stsructure and mores will
not be affected.

23. CULTLBAL TINIQUENESS AND DIVERSTTY: Will the
action cause a shift in some unique qualiEy of
the area?

Action Alteraative: The cultural unigueness and

diversity of the area wil-1 not be affected.

NO Actioa A1lerralive: The cultural unigueness and

dj-versity of the area will not be affect.ed.

24. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC

CTRCUMSTANCES:

Action Alternative: No social and economi-c

circumsLances wi-11 be affected.

No Action AlterEative: No sociaf and economic

circr.rmstalces wilL be af fected.
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IV. FINDING

25. AIJTERNATIVE SELECTED: G rant- ?o $.9. io a )o q,l(uQ (,'ce^bc<

1(5 tr{) L'zc- (\1* O.oc Actz> Ta ;Astc,k

CtLlvals

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIA], IMPACTS:

21 . Need for Further Envirormental Analvsis:

[ ] EIS [ ] More Detailed EA [ ] No Further Analysis

EA ChecklisE. Approved By Date: March 8, 2006

\




