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Description of the Proposed Action: 
 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) proposes to initiate a major maintenance 
project to redesign and replace the 65-year old electrical and lighting system 
internal to the caverns at Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park. 

 
Originally installed in approximately 1940, the electrical and lighting system has 
remained virtually “as-is” since that time.  Factors behind initiating the project 
include:  

 
 The current system does not meet National Electrical Code standards 

for a grounded electrical system.  The primary electrical supply 
infrastructure is proposed to be either upgraded or replaced; 

 There is currently a limited communication system within the caverns. 
The phones have not been reliable and are outdated and can no longer 
be replaced. The system is unreliable should an emergency occur.  A 
communication system is proposed to be installed throughout the 
caverns; 

 There is a limited battery operated emergency lighting system in the 
cave. There is no backup electrical supply for the existing caverns 
electrical/lighting system.  Power failures are not uncommon in this 
area of the Jefferson River Canyon.  Providing an emergency 
generator to supply uninterrupted electricity to the internal caverns 
system is proposed to be a component of this project; 

 The internal caverns lighting has remained virtually the same since 
originally installed approximately 65 years ago.  Lighting technology, 
products specifically designed for cave environments, and the 
experience available from other successful cave illumination projects 
throughout the United States is now available.  All areas of the caverns 
would be professionally reviewed for lighting and illumination 
changes, upgrades, and enhancements. 

 
Public Comment: 
 
Public notification of the availability of an Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluating this 
proposed action was published in the Helena Independent Record, the Bozeman Chronicle, 



the Butte Montana Standard and the Whitehall Ledger newspapers and on the FWP website.  
In addition, known interested individuals, agencies and organizations were sent copies of the 
EA. 
 
One comment was received concerning this draft EA during a comment period running from 
September 30 through October 30, 2005. 
 
The only comment received on the EA was from the Historical Society, State Historic 
Preservation Office.  They felt that the project has a low likelihood of impacting cultural 
properties and also felt that a cultural resource inventory is unwarranted at this time.  They 
did request that because the lighting has not changed since the 1940’s, that the locations of 
the original lights be mapped and that representative pieces be saved for posterity purposes. 
 
FWP response to comment on the proposed action:  So noted. 
 
Decision: 
 
Based on analyses in the Draft EA, and comment on the proposed action, I find that 
proceeding with the proposed major maintenance project to redesign and replace the 65-year 
old electrical and lighting system internal to the caverns at Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park 
is the appropriate alternative for Fish, Wildlife & Parks to implement.  I have evaluated the 
draft document and applicable laws, regulations, and policies, and have determined that this 
action will not have a significant effect on the human or natural environment.  The completed 
environmental assessment is an appropriate level of analysis to identify and address all 
significant issues associated with this project.  For this reason, an Environmental Impact 
Statement will not be prepared. 
 
There are no modifications to the Draft Environmental Assessment.  The Draft 
Environmental Assessment, together with the Decision Notice, will serve as the final 
document for this proposal. 
 
The Final EA and the Decision Notice for this project is available from Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks, Region Three Headquarters, 1400 S. 19th Avenue, Bozeman, MT 59718, or 
online at:  http://www.fwp.mt.gov/publicnotices. 
 
Please direct all inquiries to FWP Region Three Headquarters c/o Lewis & Clark Caverns 
State Park Electrical and Lighting Improvement Project EA, at the address provided above. 
 
 

 
 
Patrick J. Flowers 
Region Three Supervisor 


