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Region One 
490 North Meridian Rd. 
Kalispell, MT  59901 
(406) 752-5501 
FAX:  406-257-0349 
Ref:JS080-06 
May 29, 2006 
 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Region One, has completed an environmental assessment (EA) for the Stockstad and Davis 
Habitat Conservation Project. FWP proposes to purchase in fee title approximately 135 acres of land adjoining the 
Ninepipe Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in the Mission Valley.  The acquired lands would become part of the 
Ninepipe WMA and be managed to provide a public recreation resource associated with the local wildlife 
populations.   
 
FWP adopts the draft EA as the final EA and proposes to complete acquisition as described in the decision 
document, which is enclosed for your information.  Please direct your questions or comments to John Grant, 
Ninepipe WMA Manager, (406) 644-2510 or e-mail to jgrant@mt.gov; or Jim Williams, FWP Wildlife Manager, 
(406) 751-4585 or e-mail to jiwilliams@mt.gov.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James R. Satterfield, Jr., Ph.D. 
Regional Supervisor 
 
/ni  
Enclosure 
 
c: *Governor’s Office, Attn: Mike Volesky, PO Box 200801, Helena, 59620-0801  
*MFWP Commission 
*Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Helena, 59620-1704 
*Dept. of Environmental Quality, Planning, Prevention & Assistance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901 
*Dept. of Environmental Quality, Permitting Compliance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901 
*Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks:  Director’s Office, Legal Unit, Lands, Wildlife 
Sid Rundell, Flathead Reservation Fish & Wildlife Board, PO Box 162, Big Arm, 59910 
CSKT Fish & Wildlife Program, PO Box 278, Pablo, 59855 
*Mt Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, 225 North Roberts, Veteran's Memorial Bldg., Helena 
59620  
*Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena, 59620-1800 
*Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, PO Box 1184, Helena, 59624 
*Joe Gutkoski, Montana River Action Network, 304 N 18th, Bozeman, 59715 
*Bob Sandman, DNRC, 2250 Hwy 93 N, Kalispell, 59901 
*DNRC, PO Box 201601, Helena, 59620-1601 
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena, 59624 
Lake County Commissioners, 106 Fourth Ave. E, Polson, 59860 
Flathead County Commissioners, 800 S Main Street, Kalispell, 59901 
Rep. Janna Taylor, PO Box 233, Dayton, MT 59914 
Rep. Joey Jayne, 299 Lumpry Road, Arlee, 59821-9747 
Rep. Bernie Olson, 161 Lakeside Blvd., Lakeside, 59922-9723 
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Sen Bob Keenan, Box 697, Bigfork, 59911-0697 
Sen. John Brueggeman, 321 Lakeview Drive, Polson, 59860-9317  
USFWS Bison Range, Steve Kallin, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, MT 59824 
Big Sky Upland Bird Association, PO Box 9005, Missoula, 59807-9005 
Ducks Unlimited, Great Plains Region, 2525 River Road, Bismarck, ND 58503-9011 
Denver Holt, Owl Research Institute, PO Box 39, Charlo, 59824 
David Naugle, University of Montana Wildlife Coop Unit, 909 S Ave W, Missoula, 59801 
MT Dept. of Transportation, PO Box 201001,Helena, 59620-1001 
Polson Outdoors, Inc., Matt Bishop, PO Box 1432, Polson, 59860-1432 
Doug Bolender, Flathead Wildlife, PO Box 4, Kalispell, 59903  
Flathead Audubon, PO Box 9173, Kalispell, 59904 
Mountain Audubon, #1 Second Ave E, Suite C-179, Polson, 59860 
Five Valleys Audubon, PO Box 8425, Missoula, 59807 
Lower Flathead Valley Community Foundation, Inc., William H. Edelman, 1050 Spring Creek Road, Ronan, 59864 
Rob Shrider, CAC, 204 Hwy 93 S, Ronan, 59864 
Jim Ploskunak, President, Mission Valley Pheasants Forever, 51516 Herak Road, Charlo, 59824 
Daniel Casey, American Bird Conservancy, 33 Second St. East, Kalispell, 59901 
Ray Washtak, Lost Trail NWR, 6900 A Pleasant Valley Road, Marion, 59925 
Polson City Library, PO Box 820, Polson, 59860 
Flathead County Library, 247 First Avenue E, Kalispell, 59901 
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DECISION NOTICE AND FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 

Stockstad and Davis Conservation Project 
Prepared by Region One, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

May 29, 2006 
 
OVERALL PROPOSAL 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) proposes to complete the fee-title acquisition of the 70-
acre Stockstad property and the 65-acre Davis property adjoining the Ninepipe WMA in the 
Mission Valley. The cost for the 70-acre Stockstad property is approximately $350,000, and the 
Davis 65-acre property is approximately $325,000.  The project area contains important wetland 
and upland habitat within a complex of land protected by private landowners and state, federal, 
and tribal governments for wildlife conservation and hunting and birding-related recreation.  
FWP has worked closely with the CSKT Tribal Wildlife Program on upland bird and waterfowl 
conservation issues in the greater Ninepipe area.  The project proposal received tentative 
approval from the FWP Commission and the Flathead Reservation Fish and Wildlife Board in 
the spring of 2005.  The project would be funded with Habitat Montana funds.  The acquired 
lands would become part of the Ninepipe WMA and be managed to provide a public recreation 
resource associated with the local wildlife populations.   
 
SELECTED ALTERNATIVE 
 
FWP recommends FWP Commission approve Alternative A, the proposed action in the draft 
EA. FWP would acquire the 135-acre Stockstad/Davis properties located adjacent to the 
Ninepipe Wildlife Management Area. Through fee-title ownership, FWP would have the 
opportunity to restore and enhance wetlands and uplands and expand recreational opportunities 
for the public. FWP would manage weeds and provide public access areas.  
 
Alternative A compliments FWP's management efforts at Ninepipe WMA to produce and 
maintain habitats for a variety of wildlife and for a variety of compatible public uses. Alternative 
A would allow FWP to implement management strategies and management activities on the 
property that have been successfully employed on the adjacent Ninepipe WMA.  Alternative A 
would result in increases in production of and seasonal use by ducks, geese, and pheasants, 
thereby creating an estimated 300-400 additional hunter-days of recreation each year.  
  
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
FWP received considerable support for the proposals during project exploration and 
development.  The draft EA was made available to interested individuals, groups, and agencies, 
and a public hearing at Ninepipes Lodge (Allentown) was held on Thursday, May 11, 2006, to 
discuss the proposal and receive public comment.  All attendants spoke positively for the project.  
In addition to that, several rod and gun clubs have supported the proposed project.  These groups 
include Mission Valley Audubon, Five Valleys Audubon, Mission Valley Pheasants Forever, 
Five Valleys Pheasants Forever, Big Sky Upland Bird Association, and North American 
Versatile Hunting Dog Association.  
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There was a 30-day public review, from April 28 through May 28, 2006.  FWP has received all 
positive comments from the public regarding this project.   
 
NEED FOR EIS and FINAL EA 
 
After issuing the draft EA and completing public review, FWP does not believe this proposed 
action would significantly impact the social or physical environment and therefore believes this 
project does not need an Environmental Impact Statement. FWP adopts the draft EA as the final 
EA. 
 
THE DECISION 
 
The Department proposes to complete the Stockstad and Davis acquisition project as described 
in this decision document.  
 
The final environmental assessment may be viewed at or obtained from Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks, Region One, 490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT 59901.  Please direct comments/ 
questions to John Grant, FWP Wildlife Area Manager, (406) 644-2510 or e-mail to 
jgrant@mt.gov; or Jim Williams, FWP Wildlife Program Manager, (406) 752-5501 or e-mail to 
jiwilliams@mt.gov. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________            ______________________ 
James R. Satterfield, Jr., Ph.D.                                                 Date 
Regional Supervisor  
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