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Description of the Proposed Action: 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks received notification through the Department of Natural 
Resources & Conservation that a privately owned business is interested in leasing the oil and 
gas interests underlying the Sidney Bridge Fishing Access Site located in Sections 9 and 16, 
T22N, R59E, Richland County, Montana.  This 2.37acre fishing access site was acquired in 
1993 through funds provided by the Montana Department of Transportation.  DNRC, at no 
cost to FWP, administers all oil and gas leases offered or entered into by FWP with the prior 
approval of FWP.  Any oil and gas lease to be offered by FWP at the Sidney Bridge FAS 
would stipulate that no surface occupancy would be allowed on the site by the lessee.  The 
purpose of this EA is to evaluate the effects any such lease might have on the fishing access 
site or public use in order to render a decision as to whether or not to offer the oil and gas 
rights for lease through the DNRC competitive bidding process.   Leasing or not leasing this 
site will have no influence on oil and gas exploration/development on adjoining or 
surrounding properties.    
 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Public notification of the availability of an Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluating this 
proposed action was published in the Helena Independent Record, the Miles City Star and the 
Sidney Herald newspapers and on the FWP website.  In addition other known interested 
individuals, agencies and organizations were sent copies of the EA. 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) received no comments on this proposal.  
 
  
Decision: 
 
Based on analyses in the Draft EA, my decision is to adopt the preferred alternative.  This 
will allow the lease for oil and gas interests to be offered for competitive bid through DNRC 
at its earliest convenience. Any oil and gas lease to be offered by FWP at the Sidney Bridge 
FAS would stipulate that no surface occupancy will be allowed on the site by the lessee.  I 
have evaluated the draft document and applicable laws, regulations, and policies, and have 
determined that this action will not have a significant effect on the human or natural 
environment.  The completed environmental assessment is an appropriate level of analysis to 



identify and address all significant issues associated with this project.  For this reason, an 
Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 
 
There are no modifications to the Draft Environmental Assessment.  The Draft 
Environmental Assessment, together with the Decision Notice, will serve as the final 
document for this proposal. 
 
The Final EA and the Decision Notice for this project is available from Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks, Region Seven Headquarters, PO Box 1630, Miles City MT 59301 or 
online at: http://www.fwp.mt.gov/publicnotices. 
 
Please direct all inquiries to FWP Region Seven Headquarters c/o Sidney Bridge FAS EA, at 
the address provided above. 
 
 

 
 
Bryce Christensen 
Regional Supervisor 


