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This Decision Notice summarizes the public comment received on the proposed Raynolds Pass  
Fishing Access Easement; presents the decision reached on this proposed action by the Region 
Three Supervisor for Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks; and provides the rationale for that 
decision. 
 
Original Proposed Action 
 
On May 16, 2006, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) released a draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for the Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Easement along the Madison River in 
Madison County, Montana. The EA proposed that Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) accept 
the donation of a fishing access easement, providing the public with permanent walk-in access to 
a mile-long, 50-foot-wide strip of land along the upper Madison River.  
 
As presented in the EA, the purpose of the proposed easement, to be granted to FWP by the 
owner of the underlying property, would be to connect two existing FWP fishing access sites, 
Raynolds Pass and Three Dollar Bridge, on the north side of the Madison River. Acceptance of 
this easement by FWP would allow the public to walk between these fishing access sites, and 
also to fish along the river throughout the length of the easement area.  
 
 
Public Participation under the Montana Environmental Policy Act 
 
The 13-page Environmental Assessment provided the public with the details of the proposed 
Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Easement and its effects on the natural and human environment, 
in compliance with the requirements of the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). Public 
notification of the proposed action was facilitated with the distribution of legal notices printed in 
the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Helena Independent Record, and Dillon Tribune. In addition, the 
EA was posted on the Fish, Wildlife & Parks webpage: http://fwp.mt.gov. 
 
A 30-day public comment period was open from May 16, 2006 through June 16, 2006.  
 
Summary of Public Comment 
 
FWP received 3 (three) written comments in response to the Environmental Assessment. All 
three of the comments were from organizations and all were in strong support of the (Preferred) 
Alternative C, which called for FWP to accept the donation of Raynolds Pass Fishing Access 
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Easement.  The comments also expressed strong support for public access, angling opportunity 
and minimizing impacts of the easement as proposed in the EA.   
 
Decision and Rationale 
 
In consideration of the Environmental Assessment, the record of public comment and the land 
donor’s position, it is my decision that Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) accept by 
donation the Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Easement along the Madison River in Madison 
County, Montana, for the purpose of connecting two existing FWP fishing access sites, Raynolds 
Pass and Three Dollar Bridge, on the north side of the Madison River, thereby providing the 
public perpetual walking access between these fishing access sites, and also access for fishing 
fish along the river throughout the one mile length of the easement area.  
 
Compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act 
 
The draft Environmental Assessment noted no adverse impacts to the natural or human 
environment in the event that Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks were to accept the donation of the 
Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Easement. The EA further noted that FWP’s acceptance would 
yield positive impacts for public recreational use.  
 
Based on this evaluation, along with the analysis in the Environmental Assessment and in 
consideration of applicable laws, regulations, and policies, I have determined that the action 
proposed in this Decision Notice will not have a significant effect on the natural or human 
environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. The EA and 
this Decision Notice will serve as the final Environmental Assessment, completing FWP’s 
process of compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act.  
 
Completion of the Proposed Action 
 
The Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission must approve this proposed action before 
FWP can conclude it’s acquisition of the Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Easement along the 
Madison River in Madison County, MT. The Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Easement is on the 
agenda of the Commission’s July 13, 2006 meeting.  For more information about this meeting, 
please call FWP at (406) 444-7826 or check the FWP website: 
http://fwp.mt.gov/insidefwp/department/commission/default.html  
 
Questions regarding this Decision Notice should be sent to Montana FWP, c/o Raynolds Pass FA 
Easement, 1400 South 19th Avenue, Bozeman, MT 59718; phone (406) 994-4042; or by email to 
brrich@mt.gov. 
 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Flowers, Supervisor 
Region Three 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 


