
August 10, 2006 

Montana Department of Transportation 
270 1 Prospect Avenue 

PO Box 201001 
Helena MT 59620- 100 1 

Environmental Quality Council 
Legislative Environmental Policy Office 
P.O. Box 201 704 
Helena MT 59620-1 704 

Jim Lynch, Director 
- -. . - -. - -- 

Brian Schweitzer, Governor 

AUG 1 1 2006 

LEGISLA'rIVE ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY OFFICE 

Subject: Project No.: STPE 1299(18) 
Project Name: Milwaukee Rd Rail Trail - Bozeman 
Control No.: 4765 

Attached is one (1) copy of the Cateqorical Exclusion qroup (dl environmental document 
for this proposed project for your files. 

This document complies with the provisions of 75-1-103 and 75-1-201 M.C.A. (see ARM 
18.2.261, MEPA "Actions that qualifv for a Cateaorical Exclusion" as applicable to the 
Montana Department of Transportation). 

CTEP Project Engineer 

DCL: 

Attachment 

copy: Project File 

Community Transpodation Enhancement Program An Equal Opportunity Employer Engineering Division - Consultant Design Bureau 
Phone: (406) 444-4221 TTY: (800)-335-7592 
F a r  i406j 444-9451 Web Page: www.mdt.$tate.mt.us 



CITY OF BOZEMAN 
m 8 n  ::; mm DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMEN1 

Grants Administration Office 
Alfred M. Stiff Professional Building phone 406-582-227 1 

20 East Olive Street fax 406-582-2263 

P.O. Box 1230 sfolger@bozeman.net 

Bozeman, Montana 59771 -1 230 www.bozeman.net 

June 26,2006 

Janice W. Brown, Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59602 

Subject: Catenorical Exclusion Grow (dl Action Letter 

Federal-aid Project Number: STPE 1299(18) 
Federal-aid Project Name: Milwaukee RD Rail Trail 
MDT Control Number: 4765 

This is a request for the FHWA's concurrence that this proposed project meets the criteria for 
classification as a Catenorical Exclusion under the provisions of 23 CFR 771.1 17(d). This 
proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of ARM 18.2.261 
(Sections 75-1-103 and 75-1-201 MCA). A project location map is attached. 

This proposed project is a landscaped trail corridor, 30 feetin width, which will include a paved, 
shared -use pathway 10 feet in width and approximately 1000 feet in length. There will be two 
bridge crossings across Mill Creek (Story Ditch) for access to an adjoining park and trail system, 
and the new Bozeman Public Library. Expanded services will include aesthetic landscape 
plantings and irrigation systems, signage, trail lighting, and courtesy pet waste stations. 

The location of this proposed project is at the Bozeman Public Library facility at the intersection 
of East Main Street and South Wallace and continuing south from the library to the Church 
Street intersection at the base of Peet's Hill in Bozeman, MT. The legal description for the 
property of interest lies within the EX of Section 7, Township 2 South, Range 6 East, Principal 
Meridian Montana. 

The intent of this proposed project is to provide a paved, shared-use pathway lining the current 
public trails at the intersection of Story StreeUChurch Avenue with East Main Street in Bozeman. 
The trail will have a spur that will connect the new Bozeman City Library to the proposed 
pathway. This will encourage the use of pedestrian and bike travel to and from the new library 
and surrounding east Bozeman businesses and parks. The project will include landscaping 
around the library and pathway, irrigation systems, signage, and trail lighting. The collaborative 
landscape and architectural design will be performed with LEED (Leadership in Environmental 
Design) emphasis as part of the process. The development of the project will be in accordance 
with MDT's CTEP Guidelines, including compliance with ADA. ADA design will include running 
grades that do not exceed 5% grade, a 10-0" clear width, and a cross slope not to exceed 2%. 
The curve radii will range from 125' to 250 feet, depending on travel speed; braking distance 
from 50 to 126' depending on slopelspeed of travel; and sight distance at 200'. The trail is a 
paved surface. The project will also comply with the City of Bozeman Unified Development 
Ordinance. 
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This proposed project has been evaluated for, and does not have any adverse effect on the 
following environmental areas of concern: 

x Stormwater Runoff - - x Noise 
x Prime & Unique Farmlands - - Section 404 - Clean Water Act 
- Floodplains(E.0. 1 1988lFEMA) - x SocialIEconomic 
x Hazardous Waste - - x Stream Preserv.Mlater Quality 
x HistoricallCultural Resources - - x ThreatenedIEndangered Species 
x Changes in Land Use - - Wetlands(E.0. 1 1990) 
x USDOT - 4(f)/NL& WCF - 6(f) Acts - 

The proposed project will have a minor effect on the following environmental area(s): 

Permits Required - The following permits will be acquired prior to any relevant disturbance: (see 
also the FEMA Floodplain Development Permit, followinq): 

This proposed project will be in compliance with the provisions for both Water Quality 
under 75-5-401(2) MCA for Section 3(a) authorizations, and Stream Protection under 87- 
5-501 through 509 MCA, inclusive. 

This proposed project will require the following permit(s) under the Clean Water Act (33 
USC 1251 - 1376): 

A Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army - Corps of Engineers. The COE will be 
notified that this proposed project qualifies for a "Nationwide" 404 permit under 
the provisions of 33 CFR 330. 

All work will also be in accordance with the Water Quality Act of 1987 (PL 100-4), as 
amended. 

An Erosion Control Plan will be submitted to the Montana Department of Environmental Quality's 
Permitting and Compliance Division in compliance with their Montana Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Regulations (ARM 16.20.1314) for this proposed project. Best Management 
Practices will be included in the design of this Plan using guidelines as established in MDT's 
Highway Construction Standard Erosion Control Workplan. The objective is to minimize erosion 
of disturbed areas during and following construction of this proposed project. 

In accordance with 7-22-2152, and 60-2-208 MCA, The City of Bozeman will re-establish a 
permanent desirable vegetation community along all areas disturbed by the proposed 
construction. A set of revegetation guidelines will be developed by CTA Engineering that must 
be followed by the contractor. These specifications will include instructions on seeding methods, 
seeding dates, types and amounts of mulch and fertilizer, along with seed mix components. 
Seed mixes include a variety of species to assure that areas disturbed by construction are 
immediately stabilized by vegetative cover. The Seeding Special Provisions developed for this 
proposed project will be forwarded to the responsible County Weed Board for approval. 
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Floodplains - A floodplain delineated under Federal Emergency Management Administration 
(FEMA) criteria along the Mill Creek (Story Ditch) corridor is encroached by this proposed 
project. The floodplain boundaries have been further refined through survey and hydrologic 
modeling by Allied Engineering, Bozeman and CTA Engineering as part of the library 1 trail 
design. The City of Bozeman administers this floodplain for FEMA, and a Floodplain 
Development Permit will be required for this encroachment. 

The floodplain encroachments from this proposed project occur at the north end of the proposed 
project where the trail will cross Mill Creek (Story Ditch) in two places. This proposed project will 
not promote or encourage development within this delineated floodplain, nor increase flood 
liability hazards from its construction. This proposed project is therefore considered to be in 
compliance with E.O. #11988. 

Air Quality - This proposed project is located in an "unclassifiable"1 attainment area of Montana 
for air quality under 40 CFR 81.327, as amended. As such, this proposed project is not covered 
under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Final Rule of September 15, 1997 on Air 
Quality conformity. Therefore, this proposed project complies with Section 176(c) of the Clean 
Air Act as amended (42 USC 7521(a)). 

USDOT-4(f) - There is no "use" of a Section 4(9 resource as protected land is not permanently 
incorporated into a StatelFederal transportation facility. There is also no "constructive use" of 
protected lands. (Constructive use occurs when a transportation facility not on protected land 
substantially impairs the activities, features, or attributes that qualify a resource for protection 
under Section 4(9). This project will accommodate and facilitate the potential reconstruction and 
restoration of an historic property that was previously demolished. 

NL&WCF - 6(fZ - There is no Conversion of Use involvement as protected property acquired or 
developed with Land and Water Conservation Funds (LWCF) are not within the project limits. 
(The L WCF program requires that property purchased or developed with LWCF assistance shall 
be retained and used for public outdoor recreation. Should a conversion of use exist, 
converted property must be re~laced at the sponsor's expense with property of eaual value and 
outdoor recreation usefulness. 1 

Americans with Disabilities Act - All trail facilities, parking and landscaping will be installed in 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (PL 101-336). 

Public Involvement - There have been multiple meetings of the CTEP design engineering team 
with committees and boards of the Bozeman Public Library. There have been additional 
informal requests and opportunities for input from the various public groups involved with the 
park and library projects (Trust for Public Land, Gallatin Valley Land Trust, Montana Wetlands 
Legacy). An additional public meeting is tentatively scheduled for the third week of July. 
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Cumulative Impacts - MDT currently has no active and two (2) proposed projects in the vicinity 
of this proposed trail project. In 2007, Main Street will receive an overlay and curb I gutter 
upgrade from 1 gth Street to the East Main interstate exchange. In addition, there will be a city- 
wide traffic signal upgrade that will include lights near the vicinity of the project. The City of 
Bozeman was not aware of any projects that were scheduled or planned in the vicinity of the 
proposed project. 

The proposed trail project is scheduled for construction fall 2006. The MDT proposed 2007 
projects will not be in construction at the same time as the proposed project, and the proposed 
2007 projects are considered independent of the proposed trail project. Therefore, none of the 
above projects, in conjunction with the proposed project, will have any significant cumulative 
environmental impacts. 

This project will not induce significant land use changes or promote unplanned growth. There 
will be no significant affects on access to adjacent properties or present traffic patterns. This 
project will not create disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects on minority and low-income populations (E.O. 12898) and complies with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d). In accordance with 23 CFR 771 .I 17(a), this action will 
neither individually nor cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. Therefore, we 
are requesting FHWA's concurrence that this proposed project is properly classified as 
Categorical Exclusion. 

- 
Sara Folger, ~n;iro;lrdental Certifying Official 
Grants Administrator, City of Bozeman 

Concur 

CTEP ~ngineer- 
Consultant Design Bureau 

Concur q P & '  
way Administration 

Date ' 

R q y  2 ;  3006 
Date 

"ALTERNATIVE ACCESSIBLE FORMATS OF THIS 
DOCUMENT WILL BE PROVIDED ON REQUEST" 
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Attachment: Project Location Map 

cc: Jeff Ebert, MDT, District Administrator - Butte, District 2 
Tom S. Martin, P.E., MDT, Consultant Design Engineer 
Jean A. Riley, MDT, Manager - Environmental Services 
David W. Jensen, MDT, Supervisor - Fiscal Programming Section 
Michael Wherley, P.E., MDT, CTEP Engineer 
Environmental Quality Council 
Eirik Heikes, C--, 
Hyalite Environmental, LLP 
Sara Folger, City of Bozeman 






