ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF FISH INTRODUCTION
PRIVATE POND APPLICATION
ONE-TIME STOCKING PERMIT

Name and address of applicant: Peter Fischer

236 F Street

Washington, DC 20002
Isapproval of private pond permit application recommended?

No. Issuance of private fish pond license is not recommended because the pond has been determined to be a natural
pothole lake. Statute does not permit licensing of natural ponds (87-4-603).

L ocation of pond:

County: Teton
Legal description: T22N R8W Sec 22, SW 1/4

Name of the drainage wher e the pond would be located:
Pond is a natural pothole approximately 1 mile north of the Sun River and 10 miles east of Gibson Dam.
Fish species proposed for introduction:
Rainbow trout, brown trout, westslope cutthroat trout.
Isthis specieslegally present in the drainage? Yes.
Species of Special Concern present in the drainage:
Artic grayling recently stocked above Gibson Reservoir and also exist in Sunny Slope Canal downstream from
Pishkun Reservoir.
RISKS:
Potential for impacts on genetic structure of existing fish populations. __ None _X Minor __ Magor
Comments: No significant impacts are expected.
Impactsto any life stage of existing fish populations due to competition and/or predation?
__None _X Minor __ Magor
Comments: These species are already present in drainage.
Impactsto other forms of aquatic life that may be caused by thisintroduction? __ None _X Minor __ Magjor
Comments: Fish will consume some invertebrates in pond.
Potential for the proposed new speciesto reproducein thislocation: _ None _X Minor __ Magor

Comments: Trout unlikely to spawn successfully due to lack of inlet stream.



If necessary, would it be feasibleto remove this species after it has been stocked? Yes.
Would thisintroduction result in impactsthat areindividually limited, but cumulatively considerable? No.
Describe reasonable and prudent alternativesto thisaction, if any (including no action). Do not stock.
Describe and evaluate mitigation, stipulations, or other control measur es enfor ceable by the agency, if any.
Species restrictions.
List any other agenciesor individualsthat may be affected by the proposed introduction: None.
List all agencies and individuals who have been notified of thisproposed introduction:
None.

Based on this evaluation, isan EISrequired? YES/NO? If no, explain why the EA isthe appropriate level of
analysisfor the proposed action.

No. Impacts expected to be very minor.
EA prepared by: George Liknes Date: May 25, 2007

Comments will be accepted until: No comment period was established because of the minor potential impacts.
Comments will be accepted at any time.

Comments should be sent to: MDFW& P, Attn: George Liknes, 4600 Giant Springs Rd, Great Falls, MT 59405 or to
likn mt.gov



POND STOCKING CRITERIA

The species requested for stocking: Ranbow trout, brown trout, westslope
cutthroat trout.

The followng criteria will be used to determne if the species
requested for stocking is appropriate.

1. Identify the species potentially inpacted by the species
requested for stocking:

2. Is the species requested for stocking absent in the
wat er body nearest to and in the sanme i medi ate drai nage as
t he receiving pond?

Yes X No

3. Is a potentially inpacted species present in the waterbody
nearest to and in the sane i nmedi ate drai nage as the species
request ed for stocking?

Yes X No

4. If the species requested for stocking was stocked in the
proposed pond and escaped or was illegally transported to
t he nearest waterbody, would it:

a) belikely to colonize waters that do not currently have the species requested for
stocking?

b) i ncrease conpetition, hybridization, and/or predation
of the potentially inpacted species?

Yes X No

5. O her considerations regarding the permtting of the
speci es requested for stocking:

Obtain trout from an approved in-state source.

6. Alternative or additional allowable species for stocking:
All species allowable for stocking are listed.




DECISION RECORD
FISH POND LICENSE
DECISION: Issue

OPrivate Pond License
O Commercial Pond License
B One Time Permission to Plant L etter

O Denial
EA# Fischer Cattle Company 1-time Fish Stocking
APPROVED SPECIES: Rainbow Trout

LICENSE RESTRICTIONS:
Obtain trout from an approved in-state source

DECISION REASONING:
O Pond meets all other requirementsfor Private Pond License.

H Other (specify)
Stocking of rainbow trout in this natural pothole lake represent a very low risk to other
aguatic resources in the area.
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5/25/2007

George Liknes Date
Regional Fisheries Manager




