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The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEO) has prepared the following
environmental assessment as required by law in ARM 17.4.607(2) and ARM 17.4.609(2). This
project involves install ing (1 ) 20,000 gallon and (2) 10,000 gallon Modern Welding Glasteel l l
double wall underground storage tanks storing gasoline and diesel fuels with associated
secondarily contained flexible underground piping at Safeway, Inc, 40832 MT Highway 35,
Polson, MT.

The DEQ prepares environmental assessments to inform interested government agencies,
public groups, or individuals of a proposed action and to determine whether or not the action
may have a significant effect on the human or natural environment. This environmental
assessment will be circulated for seven days. After the seven-day comment period, DEQ will
decide what action to take regarding this permit.

lf you care to comment on this proposed project or the attached environmental assessment,
please write or email the Permitting & Compliance Division. Comments must be in writ ing and
must be received by March 11, 2008. Our email address is ustprogram@mt.gov and our
mail ing address i" fr .O.Box 2009Q1, Helena, MT, 59620-0901.

Sincerely,

Redge R.
Environmental E Specialist
Waste and Unde und Tank Management Bureau

Envi mental Assessment

Enforcement Division . Permitting & Compliance Division . Planning, Prevention & Assistance Division ' Remediation Division
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P E R M I T  N O :  0 B - 0 1 0 4 DATE OF APPLICATION:  December  l -3  ,  2007

PERSON PREPARING EA:  Redqe R.  Me ierhenry COUNTY: Lake

LOCATION:  40832 MT Hiohwav 3 5

FACILTTY NAME: Safewav Fuel-  Stat ion 1645 EA COMPLETED: February 27,  2O0B

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION: The proposed scope of  work is  to  insta l l
ga l l on  and  (2 )  10 ,o0o  ga I1on  ( two  compar tmen t  20K  to ta f  t ank )  doub le  wa ] l
Weld ing Glasteel  f I  underground storage tanks wiLh associated underground
Fiberglass Co-F1ex double wa1l  product  p ip ing and Ameron f iberg lass vent
Each tank wi l l  use a tank probe and secondary conta inment  moni tor ing for
de tec t i on .  P ipe  l eak  deLec t i on  w i l l  be  seconda ry  con ta inmen t  mon i to r i ng
e lec t ron i c  l i ne  l eak  de tec t i on .

( 1 )  2 0 , 0 0 0
Modern
Wes te rn

h i  ^ . . i  - ^
} , J } , f I I Y l

l eak
w i th

DESCRIpTION OF THE BENEFITS AND PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION: Purpose is t.o
i ns ta l1  new Lanks  and  p ip ing  c rea t i ng  a  new re fue l i ng  s ta t i on .  The  bene f i t s  i nc l -ude
more  fue l  cho i ces .

Signi f icant  unavoidable impacts
Potent ia l  s igni f icant .  impacts miL igated based
Ins ign i f i can t  as  p roposed

upon f icense condi- t ions

POTEIiflfIAI, IMPACTS

A B c LONG
TERM

SHORT
TERM

AMPLIFICATION

PHYS I C.A,IJ ETiwI RONMETiIIT

TOPOGRAPHY: Are there
unusuaL geologic features?
Wi l l  t he  su r face  fea tu res
changed?

be

Locat ion is  current ly  a
combinat ion of  vacant  and
asphal t  paved park ing 1ot
of  semi- l -eveL grade
adjacent  to Safeway
grocery out le t .  a t  the
intersect ion of  Highway 93
and MT Highway 35.  There
are no known or reported
unusua f  geo log i c  f ea tu res .
Tanks and associated
pip ing wi l l  be bur ied
underground whil-e
appurtenant equipment is
above ground. General
topography wil l not change
and sur face features wi l l
be consLructed consisLent
w i th  re ta i l  pe t ro leum re -
fue l i ng  f ac i l i t y .

2. GEOLOGY AND SOII, QUALITY,
STABILITY AND MOISTURE: Are
- -
f r ag i l e ,  compac t i b l e  o r
uns tab le  so i l s  p resen t?  A re
there specia l  rec l -amat j -on
considerat ions ?

x There are no known special
rec lamat ion considerat ions
fo r  t he  p ro jec t  s i t e  no r
are any f ragi le  or
uns tab l -e  so i l s  i den t i f i ed
impacted by th is  proposal .

3. WATER QUAL]TY, QUANTITY AND
DISTRIBUTION: Are lmportant- . -
sur face or  qroundwater
resou rces  p resenL?  I s  t he re
po ten t i a l  i o r  v i o l a t i on  o f
ambient  water  qual i ty
s t . anda rds ,  d r i nk ing  wa te r

ImporLant  water  resources
a re  p resen t .  The re  i s  C i t y
of  Polson publ ic  water
supply d is t r ibut ion
system, pr ivate
groundwater  wel ls ,  var ious
seqments of  the Pofson
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POTENTIAI, IMPACTS

A B U LONG
TERM

SHORT
TERM

AMPI,IFICATf ON

max imum con tam inan t  l - eve l s ,
or  degradat ion of  water
qual  i  ty?

Canal ,  and Flathead Lake
w i t h i n  . 7 5  m i l e s  o f  L h e
p roposed  s i t e .  seasona l
h igh  wa te r  t ab le  i s
approximately  8 feet .
PoLen t i a l -  v i o l a t i on  o f
ambient  water  qual i ty
s tanda rds ,  d r i nk ing  wa te r
maximum contaminant
feve l s ,  o r  deg rada t i on  o f
waLe r  qua l i t y  i s  m i t i ga ted
by  i ns ta l l a t i on  o f  doub le
wa l l -  s tee l / f  i be rg lass
tanks (non-corroding)  and
secondar i ly  conta ined non-
c n r r n d i  n a  r r n d a r - f O U n d

p i p i n g .

Improper operat ion of  th is
system would increase the
po ten t i a l  f o r  v i o l a t i on  o f
ambient  waLer qual i ty
st .andards,  dr ink ing water
maximum contaminant
level -s ,  and the
degradat ion of  water
qua l i t y .  Leak  de tec t . i on
sys tems  se rve  to  m i t i ga te
the potent ia l  impacts
immediat .e ly  reducing the
amount of fuel- availabl-e
for  re]ease to the
envi ronment .

AIR QUALITY: Wi l l  po l lu tants
or  par t icu late be produced?
T q  t h e  n r ^ i a d l -  i r f l r r a n a a r l  h r r

+ f f ! + s e r r v v s  ! J

air  qual i ty  regulat ions or
zones  (C fass  I  a i r shed )  ?

Petro l -eum vapors wi l l  be
re leased  a t  t h i s  s i t e ,
however Stage I vapor
recovery is  requi red to
reduce  vapo r  re leases .
Natural- air currents and
vent  p ipes wi l - l -  d iss ipate
hydroearbon vapors to a
sa fe  l - eve1 .  M iss ion
MounLains Cl-ass I  area
ai rshed is  nearby but  is
more than 5 mi les f rom the
n r n i  o n l -  c  i  l -  o

DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
SOURCES OF LAND, WATER, AIR
OR ENERGY: Wi]1 t -he pro iect
useJesources that  

" i .  

"

l imi- t .ed in  the area? Are
the re  o the r  ac t i v i t i es
nearby that  wi l " l  a f fect  the
]) ro i  ect?

Th i s  p ro jec t  w i l f  no t  use
exist ing envi ronmental
resources in  the local
area.  There is  no other
nea rby  ac t i v i t i es
iden t . i f i ed  t o  t he  rev iewer
that  marz be impacted.
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A b c LONG
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AMPL]FICATION

IMPACTS ON OTHER
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: ATC- ------;--------
t h e r e  o t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  p l a n s
n r  n r n - i  F . ' F  q  ^ n  t h i S  t f a C t ?

There are no known other
envi - ronmentaf  s tudies,
p lans  o r  p ro jec t s  on  th i s
land parcel  and i t  is  not
expected t .hat  th is  pro ject
would impacl  other
envi ronmental  resources on
t h i s  t r a c t .

7. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN, AND
AQUAT]C LIFE AND HABITATS:
fs  there  subs tan t ia l -  use  o f
f  h e  :  r a r  h r l i  m n a r l -  r n f

wi ld l i f e ,  b i r ds  o r  f i sh?

No  known  use  o f  p ro jec t
s i te  by important
w i l d l i f e ,  b i r d s  o r  f i s h
have been ident i f ied to
the rev iewer.

B. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY
AND QUALITY: Wi l - l  vegetat ive
communi t ies be permanent ly
af tered? Are any rare
plants or  cover  types
o resenL?

X A por t ion of  the ex is t ing
vege ta t i ve  commun i t y  w i l l
be af tered at  the
tanks/p ipe bur ia l
locat ions,  however no rare
plants or  eover  types are
reported to th is  rev iewer.

9. I 'NIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE
OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL
RESOURCES: Are any federal ly
f - is ted t t l reatened or
endangered species or
ident i f ied habj - tat  present?
Any wet lands? Any species
o f  spec ia l  conce rn?

X No  fede ra l l y  l i s t ed
threatened or endangered
spec ies ,  i den t i f i ed
hab i t a t ,  o r  spec ies  o f
specia l  concern j -s

ident i f ied or  repor ted to
Lhe  rev iewer  w i t h i n  . 75
m i l - e s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e .
However,  var ious
threatened and endangered
species ident . i f ied by the
USFWS may be present
nearby.  Lacustr ine
wet lands adjacent  to
F]athead Lake are
iden t i f i ed  w i t h in  . 75
m i l es  o f  p ro jec t  l oca t i on .

].0. HISTORICAL AND ARCHEOLOGICAL
SITE :  A re  any  h i s to r i ca l - ,
archeological  or
pal -eonto logical  resources
Dresen t  ?

X There  i s  (1 )  l i s t . ed
h i s to r i ca l  s t ruc tu re
located wi th in the Ci ty  of
Polson. There are no known
archeological  or
paleonto logical  resources
reported to t .he rev iewer.

1 1 .  A E S T H E T I C S :  I s  t h e  p r o i e c t
-
on a prominent topographical
f eaLu re?  Wi l l  i t  be  v i s i b fe
f rom populated or  scenic
areas? Wi l l  t .here be
excess i ve  no i se .  l i c l h t  o r

X Th is  p roposa l  i s
aesthet  ica l  1y compat . ib le
wi th the land use of  the
area adjacent .  Lo the
p ro j  ec t  s i t . e  .  S to rage  tank
equipment wil l- be buried
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS

A B r LONG
TERM

SHORT
TERM

AiyiPLIFICATION

odors? underground wj-th
appurtenant equipment:
above ground Lhat wil l be
v i s i b l e  bu t  i n  keep ing
w i th  t he  ex i s t i ng
character  of  the property
tha t  i s  commerc ia l .

12.  AGRICULTURE: Wi l l -  graz ing
r-:;;;- -*r q r r u r ,  ! L L . y o t i o n  w a t e r s  o r

c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  b e  a f f e c t e d ?

No known impacts.  No
agr icu l tura l  fands are
p resen t l y  i n  use  a t
p r o j e c t  s i t e .

HI'I4AN EI{VIRONMENT

1. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES:
I
o r  t r a d i t i o n a l -  l i f e s t y l e s  o r
c o m m u n i t i e s  p o s s i b l e ?

X It  is  not  ant ic ipated that
t - h a  n r n i a a t  u r i - l l  r l i c r r r n l -

nat ive or  t radi t ional -
l i f es t y l es  o r  commun i t i es
on a l rpor t  propertv .

2. CUI,TURAL UNIQUENESS AND
DIVERSITY:  Wi l l  the  ac t ion
cause a  s i l i f t  in  some un ique
qua l i t v  o f  the  area?

X It  is  not  ant ic ipated t .hat
t he  p ro jec t  w i l - l  cause  a
shi f t  in  any unique qual i ty
o f  t he  a rea .

3. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF
POPULATION AND HOUSING: Wil-1-
the  pro jec t  add to  the
n a n r r l  r F  i a n  . - d  r a a r r i  r o
I r v } J q r a L r v r r  q r r u  r 9 v u a r u

addi t ional  housinq?

X I t  i s  no t  an t i c i pa ted  tha t
t -  hc  n rn i c r - t  w i  I  I  add  t o  t he

populat ion or  requi re
addi t ional  housing.

HUMAN HEALTH & SAFETY: Wil l
.-t h i s  p ro jec t  add  to  hea l t h
and safety r isks in  the
area?

X I t  i s  an t i c i pa ted  tha t
naLural -  a i r  currents and
tank vents wi l -1 d iss ipate
the hydrocarbon vapors to a
sa fe  l eve l .  Leak  de tecL i -on
equipment  is  designed t .o
de tec t  r e ]eases  be fo re
ser i -ous heal th or  safety
probfems occur .

Improper operat.i-on of this
system couLd impact human
heal th and safety.  Leak
detect ion systems and
operat ing requi rements
mit igate th is  potent ia l
impact  by immediate ly
reducing the amount of fuef
ava i f ab le  t o  be  re leased
into the environment where
i t  could impact  heal th and
human  sa fe t y .
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A ra LONG
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5. COMMUNITY & PERSONAL INCOME:
u l f l l  t he  f  ac i l r t y  Ee ;e r -a te
o r  deg rade  i ncome?

The  p ro jec t  r esu lL  ( re ta i l
o f  f ue l )  i s  r epo r ted  to  t he
reviewer to have the
potent laf  to  generate
community or personal-
income in the focal  area-

6. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTTON OF
E M P L O Y M E N T :  W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t
c rea te ,  move or  e f im ina te
j o b s ?  I f  s o ,  e s t i m a t e  j o b s .

f t  is  noL ant j -c ipated that
th i s  p ro jec t .  w i l l  c rea te  o r
e l im ina te  j obs .  Howeve r ,
* h a  n r n j a a i  r a e r r l t  ( r e t a i l

o f  f ue l )  i s  r epo r ted  to  t he
revi-ewer to have the
p o t e n t i a l  t o  c r e a t e  ( 5 )  L o
(10 )  add i t i ona l -  new  1oca l
j obs  assoc ia ted  w i th  t he
r e t a i l  o f  f u e l .

7. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE:
REVENUES:
creaEe or
r a r r a n r r a  ?

T r ]  i  I  
' l  

t - h a  n r n i  o a t .

e l im ina te  t ax

X I t  is  not  ant ic ipated that
th i s  p ro jec t  w i f l -  add  to
t .he local  or  s tate tax
b a s e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
ant ic ipated that  the
fuel ing operat ion
associated wi- t .h  th is
proposal-  wi l l  generate
addl t ional  focal  and state
tax revenue.

DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT
SERVICES :  Wi l l -  substant ia l
trafffa5e added to existing
roads? WiLl -  other  serv ices
( f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  p o l i c e ,
schoo l s ,  e t c .  )  be  needed?

X It  is  ant ic ipated that  the
resul - t  o f  the proposed
p ro jec t  w i l l  add  to  t he
foca ]  t r a f f i c  f l ow  a long
H ighway  93 .  O the r  requ i red
serv ices wi l l  be min imal ly
impacted as a resulL of
t h i s  p r o i e c t .

INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL AND
AGRICULTURA]. ACTIVITIES AND
PRODUCTION: Wi l l  the pro ject
add to or  af ter  these
ac t  i v i  t  i es  ?

x No s igni f icant  impacts are
ant ic ipated that  are
r a l r l - a d  f n  f h i c  n r n i c n l -

10. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF
RECREATIONAI, AND WILDERNESS

or recreat ional  areas nearby
or  accessed through th i -s
t ract? Is  there
rec rea t i ona l  poLen t i a l
wi th in the t ract?

X No designated recreat ional
or  wi l -derness areas are
immediate ly  accessed
t.hrough the project
l oca t i on .

1 1 .  A E S T H E T I C S :  I s  t h e  p r o i e c t
-
on a promj-nent Lopographlcal
f ea tu re?  Wi l l  i t  be  v i s i b l e
f rom popu la ted  o r  scen i c

X Petrofeum storage tank and
pip ing are bur ied
underground.  Tt  is  not
an t i c i pa ted  thaE  th i s
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POTENTIAI, IMPACTS

A B C LONG
TERM

SHORT
TERM

AMPLIFICATION

areas?  Wi l l  t he re  be
F Y c F q q i r r c  n n i  c a  I  i n l r l *  n r

,  
+  ! J I ] u  v !

odors ?

n r n i e c f  u r i I  I  c h a n a a  l - h a

a e s t h e t i c s  o f  t h e  a r e a  t h a t
' i  s  r - r r r r e n t l v  c o m m e r c i a l  i n
n a t u r e .

12. LOCALL,Y ADOPTED
ENVTRONMENTAL PLANS AND
GOALS:  A re  t he re  s ta te ,
coun ty ,  c i t y ,  USFS,  BLM,
f r i h a - l  a l F

,  u L v .  ,  a u r l J . f l l f  O f

management p lans in  ef fect?

X There is no known county,
t r i ba l ,  USFS o r  BLM
environmental- management
pfans that  would impact .
t h i s  p ro jec t  deve l "opmen t .
The  p roposed  p ro jec t  and
assoc ia ted  deve lopmenL  w i l l
be ln  conformance wi th
current  c i ty  of  Polson
zoning requi rements
(appl icat ion submj- t . ted to
the c i t .v)  .

13.  TRANSPORTATION: Wi l - l  the
nroi  ec. t  

"  
f  Fe. t  local

t ransportat . ion networks and
t r a f f i c  f ] o w ?

Th is  p ro jec t  i s  expec ted  to
m in ima l l y  a f f ec t
immediate ly  adjacent  locaf
t ransportat ion network.
However, the l-ocaI
t ransporLat ion network is
deslgned to accommodate
th is  and ot .her  proposed
commercial development .

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: The department  has at tempted to ident i fy  in terested par t ies to
@ d p r o v i d . e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p u b I i c c o m m e n t . A c o p y o f t h i s
Envi ronmental  Assessment  of  the proposed underground storage tank insta l la t ion has
also been posted aL our  websi te ( ! ! - !p . , f - / i ; i ! : i i :1  :dg-c1:sFe:L_e:nr t_:u-s- /_g1,as-p) .  Substant ive
comment may also be provided to email address at ustprogram@mt.gov

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: No other alternatives were present ,ed or  considered.

COMPLIANCE STATUS: This pro ject ,  as permi t ted,  wi l l  be in  compl iance wi th the UST
@ f a c i 1 i t y m u s t , h o w e v e r , b e o p e r a t e d . a n d m a i n t a i n e d j - n a c c o r d a n c e
wi th the UST ru les and regulat ions.  This fac i l i ty  is  requi red to have a compl iance
inspect ion done wi th in 120 days of  the insta l la t ion of  the tank systems.

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PREPARATION OF AN EIS: Not necessary at this time based
roposeci  wr th manciac.ory operacing

and permi t  condi t ions,  wi l - l  not  have a s igni f icant  envi ronmental  impact .

OTHER GROUPS OR AGENCIES CONTACTED OR WHICH MAY HAVE OVERI,APPING JURISDICTION: ThC
Montana Department  of  Just ice,  F i re Prevent ion and Invest igat i -on Bureau regulates
aboveground components.
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INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS CONTRIBUTING TO THTS EA: The owner, the contractor, and the
r r rFn^rer  n f  i_  hc  f , f i .

PERMIT CONDITION BFFECTS:  Permi t  cond i t ions  are  based on  Montana and federa l -
0 0 a n d a c c e p t e d s t a n d a r d e n g i n e e r i n 9 p r a c L i c e s .

G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e
Leg is la t i ve  Env i ronment .a l  Po l i cy  Of f i ce

'I anK Locat ion


