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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

I. TTPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION
To put in an overhead power line spur to the existing Continental Hill 1-36 H oil well and to additional wells
located on section 35. LYREA has applied for a right of way easement for utilities. The said Easement will be 20
feet wide and 1390 feet in length which will encompass .638 acres.

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDMDUALS CONTAGTED:
Provide a brief chronolqy of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this prqied.

LYREA has requested that the DNRC allow the passage of the new power line mentioned above across state
owned section 36.
2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED:
None

ProJec.t Name: Lower Yellowstone Continental Hill Spur Line
Froposed
lmplemgntationDate: 2008
Proponent: Lower Yellowstone Rural Electric Association
Location: T 24N-R55E€ec 36 SW %8W %

Richland

3. ALTERNATIVES GONSIDERED:
Altemative A- Allow LYREA to construct overhead power line requested
Alternative B- No Action

4. GEOLOGYAND SOIL QUAL]TY, STABILITYAND MOISTURE:
Consider the presence of fragile, ompactabte or unshble soils. ldentiTy unusual geolagic features. Specify any special
reclamation considerations. Identify any cumulative lmpacfs fo soi/s.

Alternative A- Disturbance of the soil will occur, but effects should be minimal. There should be no lasting
adverse effects to the soil quality, stability or moisture.

Altemative B-No lmpact

5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION:
ldentify important sudare or groundwater resources. Consider the potential for vidation of ambient water quahty
sfandardg drinking water maximum contaminant levels, or degradation of water quality. ldentify cumulative effects to
water resources.

Alternative A- No lmpact

Alternative B- No lmpact
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. .III, IMP-ACTS ON TflE.P..HYSIGAL..ENVIRONMENT
RESOURCES potentially tmpac-ted are listed on the fqm, followed by ammon isiues thatwould be conddered.. r(bltoufloEs potentially lmpaclecl are [isted on the form, followecl by @mmon issues f/

e Explain POTENflAL MPACTS AND MIflGAflONS following each reaour@ heading.
t Enter ?{ONFJ ff no impads are identified orthe resource is not present.



6. AIR QUAL]TY:
What pollutants or partianlate would be prduced? Identify air quality regulations or zones (e.9. C/ass I air shed) the
project would influence. ldentify cumulative effecfs to air quality.

Alternative A- Pollutants and Particulates may be increased during the construction of the project. After the
completion of the project pollutant and particulate levels should return to normal. Increase in pollutants during
construction should be almost negligible.

Alternative B- No lmpact

7. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY:
What changes .would the adion cause to vegetative ammunities? Consider rare plants or cover Wes that would be
affeded. Identify anmulative effects to vegetation.

Altemative A- Where the construction takes place there may be disturbance to the vegetation cover. This impact
should be minimal and the vegetation make-up should be able to recover quickly. The primary plant species are
Westem Wheatgrass, Green Needle Grass, Blue Grama, Needle and Thread Grass, Little Bluestem, Prairie
Junegrass, ECT...

Altemative B- No lmpact

8. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS:
Considersubsfantial habitatualues and use of the area bywildlife, birds orfish. ldeilify cumulative effec:tstofish and
wildlife.

Altemative A-There may be very minimal effect on any animal habitats within the boundaries of the projecrt
construction. After completion of the project, there should bevery minimal to these species. The project will
create a perching rest for many avian fife forms.

Altemative B- No lmpact

9. UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES:
Cansider any federally listed threatened or endangered speaes or habitat idenb'fied in the proled area. Determlne
effeds to wetlands. Consider Senslttue Species or Species of special mnem. ldentify cumulative effects to these
specres and their habitat.

Altemative A- There may be potential habitat for sensitive species on these tracts, but there should minimal
effects during construction. After the completion of the project there should be very minimal impact to these
spmies. No T&E species were noted in the scope of the project.

Altemative B- No lmpact



10. HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGTCAL SITES:
Identify and determine effedsto historial, archaeologicalor paleontolqialresourc€s.

Altemative A-Upon inspection of the parcels by the Eastern Land Office staff no significant findings were noted
on these parcels.

Alternative B- No lmpact

11, AESTHETIGS:
Determine if the prq'jecl is lwted on a prominent topqnphic feature, or tmy be visible from populated or senic areas.
What level of noise, light orvisual change would be prduced? ldentify anmulative effecfs fo aesfhefbs.

Altemative A- There will be a new power line on the horizon but considering the amount of power lines in the oil
field impacts should be minimal.

Altemative B- No lmpact

12. DEMANDS ON.ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF I-AND, WATER, AIR OR ENERGY:
Determlne the amount of limited regiure,s the proled would require. Identify other activities nearby tltert ttrc praject
would affed. ldentify cumulative etrec/rs to environmental resourres.

Altemative A- No Significant lmpact

Alternative B- No lmpact

13. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA:
Ust other sfudies, plans or prqleds on this tad. Determine qtmulafue lmpads likely to ucur as a resuft of cunent
private, state or fedenl adions in the analysis area, and fram fufure proposed stde adions in the analysis area that are
under MEPA revlew (scriped) or permitting review by any state agency.

None

IV. : IMP. AC.T€.ON THE HUMAN POPULATION
. RESOURCES pdentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by ammon issues that would be ansidered.
o Explain POTENflAL MPACTS AND MIfl9ATIONS following each resoure heading.
o Enter "NONfl If no impacts are identifred orthe regoure is not

{4. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY:
IdenbTy any heafth and safety fsks posed bythe praied.

Altemative A- There will be risks to human health and safety in the construction of the project, but this should be
done by qualified professionals. Safety concerns become minimalforwo.rk done in this fashion
Alternative B- No lmpact



15. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES AND PRODUGTION:
IdenbTy how the prqied would add to or alter these activities.

Altemative A- lt should have a positive effect on lndustrial, Commercial and Agricultural Activities and
Production. This should allowfor easier a@ess to electricityforall parties concemed.

Altemative B- No lmpact

16. QUANTITYAND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT:
Estimate the number of jobs the project would teate, move or eliminate. Identify atmulative effects to the employment
market.

Altemative A- This project has the potential to create jobs with further development possibilities.

Alternative B- No lmpact

'I7. LOCAL AND STATE TA)( BASE AND TA)( REVENUES:
Estimate tax revenue the projed would seate or eliminate. ldentify cumulative effects to taxes and revenue.

Altemative A- No lmpact

Altemative B- No lmpact

18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES:
Estimate inseases in ffic and changes to taffic paftems. What changes would be needed to frre protection, policn,
scftoo/g etc.? Idedify cumulative efecfs of this and other proieds on govemmenf serwces

Altemative A- No lmpact

Altemative & No lmpact

19. LOCALLYADOPTED ENVTRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS:
fusf Sfafg County, CW USFS, BLM, Tribal, and other rcning or managen ent plans, and identify how they would atrect
this project.

AltemativeA- No lmpact

Alternative B- No lmpact

20. ACCESS TO AND QUAL]TY OF RECREATIONAL AND WILDERNESS ACTMTIES:
Identify any wtldemess or rweational areas nearby oraccess roufes through this tract. Determine the etrecls of the
projed on reeteational potentialwtthin the tract. ldentify cumulative etreds to reqeational and wildemess acfiyrtes.

Alternative A- No lmpact

Alternative B- No lmpact
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21. DENSITVAND DISTRIBUTION OF POPUI.ATION AND HOUSING:
Estimate population changes and additionat housing the prqiect would require. ldentify cumulative effecfs to population
and housing.

AltemativeA- No lmpact

Altemative B- No lmpact

22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES:
Identify potential disruption of native ortraditional iifestyles or enmmunities,

Altemative A- No lmpact

Altemative B- No lmpact

23. CULTUML UNIQUENESS AND DMERSITY:
How would the action affect any unique quality of the area?

AltemativeA- No lmpact

Altemative B- No lmpact

24. OTHER APPROPRTATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIG GIRGUMSTANGES:
Estimate the retum to the tusL Indude appropriate eanomic analysis. ldentTy potentialfuture uses for the analysis
area other than exlsfrng management. Identify cumulative eonomic and social effeds likely to o&ur as a resuft of the
proposed adion.

Alternative A- This will provide income for the trust in the form of the purchase of a permanent easement. The
amount is set at $175.00 per acre. The total easement price is set at $111.65

Altemative B- No lmpact

ScottAye

Land Use Specialist

Date: 1-30-08

25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED:

Altemative A

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS:
None

27. NEED FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:



[-l Ers E More Detailed EA E No FurtherAnalysis

Name:

Title:

Marc Aberg

ELO Lands Program Manager






