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This is a request for the FHWA’s concurrence that this proposed action meets the criteria for
classification as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 22 CFR 771.117(d) part 12
for hardship or protective purposes. This proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical
Exclusion under the provisions of ARM 18.2.261 (Sections 75-1-103 and 75-1-201, M.C.A.).
A request from the Right-of-Way Bureau is attached which includes the last deed of record
for parcels 3 and 6.

The request for advanced right-of-way acquisition includes parcels 3 and 6 on the attached
map. Both parcels will be heavily impacted by the subject project, as the construction limits
will encompass the residence on both parcels. Right-of-way could be purchased from parcel
6 at this location at this time. The owner of parcel 6 has indicated they intend to list the
property with a real estate agent in the very near future but would be willing to sell to MDT
instead. The owner of parcel 3 is currently in the process of deciding what to do with the
property. MDT would acquire parcels 3 and 6 to prevent imminent development of the area
needed for the proposed subject project.

MDT requests early authorization of these purchases to secure the right-of-way, protecting it
for future transportation use. This request is for purchase of the property only.

The proposed project is located southeast of Vaughn. Parcels 3 and 6 are located in the SE 4
of the NW Y of Section 30, Township 21 North, Range 2 East, in Cascade County.

A full environmental document has not been completed for this project due to the current
stage of development of the project.

The proposed project would replace the existing single-lane, two-span steel pony truss
structure over the Sun River with a three-span, prestressed concrete structure located on an
alignment located slightly downstream. Vertical alignment may be raised slightly to meet
current design standards. The proposed project would address a safety problem with the
existing horizontal curve on the south approach to the bridge.

This proposed action has been evaluated for, and does not have any adverse effect on the
following environmental areas of concern:

Environmental Services Unit Web Page: www.mdt state.mt.us
Phone: (406) 444-7228 Road Report: (800) 226-7623
Fax:  (406) 444-7245 TTY. (BOO) 335-7592

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Kevin McLaury 2001-Sun River-2 KM S Vaughn

Page 2 of 3 STPHS 7(36)
July 15, 2008 CN: 5031000

X Stormwater Runoff X Noise

X Prime & Unique Farmlands X Section 404 — Clean Water act

X Floodplains (E.O. 11988/FEMA) X Social/Economic

X Hazardous Waste X Stream Preserv./Water Quality

X Historical/Cultural Res. X Threatened/Endangered Species

X Changes in Land Use X Wetlands (E.O. 11990)

X USDOT — 4(f)IN L&WCF — 6(f) Acts

Approximately 3.0 acres of right-of-way would be purchased from the present owner of
parcel 3 and approximately 0.65 acres of right-of-way would be purchased from the present
owner of parcel 6 under this proposed project. If the land is not used for the road project, it
will be disposed of according to MDT/FHW A procedures.

Conclusion

This project (advanced right-of-way acquisition) would not induce significant land use
changes or promote unplanned growth. There would be no significant effects on access to
adjacent properties or present traffic patterns. This project would not create
disproportionately high and/or adverse impacts on the health or environment of minority
and/or low-income populations (as required by EO 12898) and complies with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d, as amended) under FHWA regulations (23 CFR
200). This action would neither individually nor cumulatively have any significant
environmental impacts in accordance with the provisions of 23 CFR 771.117(a). Therefore
we are requesting FHWA’s concurrence that this proposed project is properly classified as a
Categorical Exclusion.
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Attachments: Request memo from Right-of-Way Bureau, deed of record for parcels 3 and 6,
location maps
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