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Subject: Request for Concurrence of Continued Validity of CE Designation
2002 — Curves — N of Tracy
STPHS 227-1(10)2
Control Number: 5303

Dear Kevin McLaury:

As the design phase of the subject project has progressed, some new information has become
available. The previous design, outlined in the original Alignment and Grade Review Report
July 12, 2007, has been abandoned due to constructability issues and considerable hydraulic
costs. The new alignment reduces the original project length by approximately 1 mile.
Originally it was thought that cutting through the large hill in the center of the project would be
cost prohibitive. But due to poor soils through the floodplain, the number of box culverts and
cross drains necessary to meet hydraulic requirements and long term stability and costruction
issues, the costs were increasing. Please see the enclosed December 9, 2008, draft Scope of
Work Report for additional project information.

The previous project design impacted the Great Northern Railway’s Stockett Spur (24CA632)
which is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. The Montana State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurred on February 15, 2008, that the proposed project
would have a No Adverse Effect to 24CA632. The original categorical exclusion (CE),
including the Nationwide Programmatic Section 4(f) form, was signed by your agency on April
10, 2008.

The new proposed project design also impacts the Great Northern Railway’s Stockett Spur.
SHPO concurred on August 21, 2008, that the new proposed project would still have No Adverse
Effect to 24CA632.

MDT has reviewed this new information in regard to NEPA/MEPA applicability. MDT
concludes that the proposed action will still not have a significant environmental impact, will
still qualify as a CE under 23 CFR 771.117(d), and will still qualify as a CE under ARM
18.2.261. At this time, we request the FHWA’s concurrence that the proposed action is still
properly classified as a CE under 23 CFR 771.117(d).
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MDT attempts to provide accommodation for any known disability that

may interfere with a person participating in any service, program or
activity of the Department. Alternative accessible formats of this
information will be provided upon request. For further information, call
406.444.7228 or TTY (800.335.7592) or call Montana Relay at 711.
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