January 9, 2009

North Central Montana Regional Water Authority
c/o Annmarie Robinson

PO Box 552

Big Sandy, MT 59520

Dear Annmarie:

Enclosed is a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) for the North Central Montana Regional
Water Authority’s North Havre pipeline project.

Please print the FONSI in at least one publication of your local newspaper under legal
advertising and return a copy of the proof of advertisement to me. You do not have to print this
letter or the environmental assessment. You should advertise this as soon as possible and allow
for a 30-day public comment period.

If you have any comments on the FONSI or additional information that you think should be
considered, please call me at (406) 444-6770.

Sincerely,

Marc Golz, P.E.

Senior Engineer

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program
Technical and Financial Assistance Bureau

c: Nate Weisenburger, AE2S
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR
HAVRE TO NORTH HAVRE PIPELINE
NORTH CENTRAL MONTANA REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY

TO: ALL INTERESTED PERSONS

Date: January 7, 2009

Action: Approving Water System Improvements
Location of Project:  Hill County, Montana

DEQ Funding: $0.

Total Project Cost:  $2,260,000.

An environmental review has been conducted by the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) regarding construction of a drinking water pipeline from
the City of Havre to the North Havre County Water District. The DEQ is reviewing plans
and specifications for these projects.

The proposed action involves installing approximately 21 total miles of pipeline
consisting of 4-inch, 6-inch and 8-inch diameter pipe from the City of Havre water
treatment plant (WTP) to the North Havre County Water District (NHCWD). A booster
pump station is proposed to be constructed approximately 1.5 miles north of Havre. The
pipeline will go north from the Havre WTP under the railroad tracks and then east
approximately 2,100 feet before turning northerly again until it approaches Highway 232,
where it will parallel 232 until it connects with the North Havre County Water District.
The booster pump station will be located on the pipeline in Township 33 North Range 16
East Section 31.

The project is being sponsored by the North Central Montana Regional Water Authority
(NCMRWA). NCMRWA will buy water from City of Havre and convey and sell it to
NHCWD. The proposed action will help the NCMRWA to supply clean drinking water
to NHCWD. In turn, NHCWD will be able to better protect public health by abandoning
operation and maintenance of its own non-complying surface water treatment plant.

The affected environment will be the City of Havre and parts of Hill County along
Highway 232. The human environment affected will include residents and visitors of
Havre and Hill County, Montana. Based on the Final Programmatic Environmental
Assessment, the project is not expected to have any significant adverse impacts upon
terrestrial and aquatic life or habitat, including endangered species, water quality or
quantity, air quality, geological features, cultural or historical features, or social quality.

This project will initially be funded by a grant from the Treasure State Endowment
Program Regional Water account and by the United States Bureau of Reclamation.



The DEQ utilized the following references in completing its environmental review of this
project: 1) the Final Programmatic Environmental Assessment (EA) for Rocky
Boy’s/North Central Montana Regional Water System, dated December 2004. The lead
agency for the EA was the United States Department of Interior Bureau of Reclamation.
The United States Department of Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs, Montana Department
of Environmental Quality and Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation were cooperating agencies in preparation of the EA; 2) Engineering Report,
Project Manual and Project Drawings for Rocky Boy’s/North Central Montana Regional
Water System Project Segment E6-A: Interim Water Service to North Havre County
Water District, dated October 2008, prepared by Kadrmas Lee & Jackson (KLJ) and
Advanced Engineering and Environmental Solutions (AE2S). These references are
available for review upon request by contacting:

Marc Golz

Department of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620-0901

Phone (406) 444-6770

Email: mgolz@mt.gov

Or:

Nate Weisenburger

AE2S

625 Central Avenue West, Suite 101
Great Falls, MT

(406) 268-0626

Email: Nate.Weisenburger@AE2S.com

Comments on this finding or on the EA may be submitted to DEQ at the above address.
Comments must be postmarked no later than 30 days after the date of publication of this
FONSI in the newspaper. After evaluating substantive comments received, DEQ will
revise the EA or determine if an EIS is necessary. Otherwise, this finding of no
significant impact will stand if no substantive comments are received during the comment
period or if substantive comments are received and evaluated and the environmental
impacts are still determined to be non-significant.

Signed,

Todd Teegarden, Chief
Technical & Financial Assistance Bureau

C: file




January 9, 2009

North Central Montana Regional Water Authority 


c/o Annmarie Robinson

PO Box 552


Big Sandy, MT  59520


Dear Annmarie:

Enclosed is a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) for the North Central Montana Regional Water Authority’s North Havre pipeline project.

Please print the FONSI in at least one publication of your local newspaper under legal advertising and return a copy of the proof of advertisement to me.  You do not have to print this letter or the environmental assessment. You should advertise this as soon as possible and allow for a 30-day public comment period.


If you have any comments on the FONSI or additional information that you think should be considered, please call me at (406) 444-6770.


Sincerely,


______________________


Marc Golz, P.E.

Senior Engineer


Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program


Technical and Financial Assistance Bureau


c:
Nate Weisenburger, AE2S
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