
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR REVISION 
COAL AND URANIUM PROGRAM 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 
 
 

COMPANY NAME:  Signal Peak Energy    DATE: 4/23/2009 
 
 
OPERATING PERMIT# :   93017   MR#:  09-17-03 
 
LOCATION:  Bull Mountain Mine #1, Facilities Area 
 
 
Type and Purpose of Action:   
 
The operator proposed to expand the area of the ROM coal stockpile by approximately 
0.16 acres.  The location and design of the access road to the ROM stockpile area 
would also be revised, resulting in a change in grade from 23% to 10%.  Prior to placing 
the fill material, all topsoil and subsoil will be removed from the area and place in the 
appropriate stockpiles.  The additional fill material would be obtained from the excess fill 
generated as a result of excavating and constructing the stacker tubes and the reclaim 
tunnels for the various coal stockpiles. 
 
 
 
 
 
Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures:   
 
The proposed expansion is insignificant (approximately 0.16 acres).  The overall 
drainage control plan for the facilities area would not be affected by the proposed action.  
The lower gradient for the proposed access road would be safer and provide easier 
vehicle access. 
 
 
 
Alternative Actions: 
 
The only alternative action that was considered was not approving the minor revision.  
This would result in construction of the ROM coal stockpile area as currently approved.  
Signal Peak Energy would have less room for coal storage and poorer vehicle access to 
the site. 
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