
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPLEMENT TO: 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
September 2009 

 
PROJECT NAME:  GREEN MOUNTAIN SITE 
 
PROPONENT:  SALLY MILLER 
 
TYPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION:  The proponent has applied for an amendment to 
Opencut Permit #MSA-001 that, if approved, adds 3.5 acres of land to the original permit 
for the purpose of storing excess overburden.  Total permitted acreage increases from 
12.7 to 16.2.  The operator is hoping to augment overburden fertility and tilth by adding 
various organic composts.  Excess overburden could be sold as product, augmented and 
sold, shaped and left in place if seeding sustains the post-mine vegetative cover, or used 
in reclamation.  Rebar free concrete will be placed at the foot of the highwall for backfill 
and be covered by at least 3 feet of overburden and soil. 
 
POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION:  This minor operational process is not 
expected to alter the acceptability of the post-mine land use of pasture.  Excess, 
augmented overburden will be a value-added resource to be used onsite or sold to offsite 
customers, and the use of rebar free concrete for backfill could create the opportunity for 
reduced slopes in final reclamation.  The Opencut Mining Act and promulgated rules and 
regulations require the reclamation of all affected lands and that bond is posted by the 
proponent to ensure that the approved reclamation plan will be completed.  The impacts 
from this amendment are expected to be minimal and not modify the assessments and 
conclusions described in the original Environmental Assessment completed and approved 
on 3/03/04.  
 
Prepared by:  Steve Welch, Opencut Mining Program Environmental Specialist 
 


