
 
1400 South 19th Avenue 

Bozeman, MT 59718 
August 19, 2009 

 
To: Governor's Office, Mike Volesky, State Capitol, Room 204, P.O. Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801 
Environmental Quality Council, State Capitol, Room 106, P.O. Box 201704, Helena, MT 59620-1704 
Dept. of Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 
Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT 59620-1601 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: 
Director's Office Parks Division Lands Section FWP Commissioners 
Fisheries Division Legal Unit Wildlife Division Design & Construction 
MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620-1202 
MT State Parks Association, P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103 
MT State Library, 1515 E. Sixth Ave., P.O. Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620 
James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, P.O. Box 1184, Helena, MT 59624 
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, P.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624 
George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helena, MT 59624 
Jerry DiMarco, P.O. Box 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771 
Montana Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624 
Wayne Hurst, P.O. Box 728, Libby, MT 59923 
Sam Little, Jefferson County, P.O. Box H, Boulder, MT 59632 
Jim & Maxine Molenda, PO Box 2, Whitehall, MT 59759 
Cardwell Store & RV Park, Mr. Sonny Huckaba, P.O. Box 55, Cardwell, MT 59721 
Senator Terry Murphy, 893 Boulder Cutoff Rd., Cardwell, MT 59721 
Camp Three Forks, 15 KOA Road, Three Forks, MT 59752 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey & Paige Perez, P.O. Box 1009, Whitehall, MT 59759 
Sarah Bannon, Gold West Country, 1105 Main Street, Deer Lodge, MT 59722 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
The enclosed Decision Notice has been prepared for the Lewis & Clark Caverns Campground 
Improvement Project Draft Environmental Assessment.  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) proposed 
to install approximately (9) campsite electrical pedestals within campground Loop E at Lewis & Clark 
Caverns State Park. This project will improve (9) of the (40) existing campsites or 23% of the available 
sites within the Park. Additionally, the proposed project will include electrical infrastructure 
improvements, such as an electrical panel, to support the new pedestals. Ten (10) public comments were 
received during the comment period that began June 24, 2009 and ended July 24, 2009. 

 
The EA and Decision Notice may be obtained from FWP at the address provided above, or viewed on 
FWP’s Internet website: http://www.fwp.mt.gov. 

  
Based on the Environmental Assessment, public comment, and FWP evaluation, it is my decision to 
proceed with the project as described above, namely install electricity in 9 campsites at the Park. 

 



Questions regarding this Decision Notice should be addressed to: 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
C/O Gerald Walker 
1400 S 19th Avenue 
Bozeman, MT  59718 

 
Or e-mailed to: gwalker@mt.gov 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gerald Walker  
Regional Park Manager 



 
 
 

Region Three Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
1400 South 19th Ave 

Bozeman, MT  59718 
August 19, 2009 

 
Decision Notice for 

Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park  
Improvement Project (Revised Version) 

Draft Environmental Assessment 
Proposed Action 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) proposes to install approximately (9) campsite 
electrical pedestals within campground Loop E at Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park. 
This project will improve (9) of the (40) existing campsites or 23% of the available sites 
within the Park. Additionally, the proposed project will include electrical infrastructure 
improvements, such as an electrical panel, to support the new pedestals. 
 
Montana Environmental Policy Act 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is required by the Montana Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA) to assess significant potential impacts of a proposed action to the human and 
physical environment. In compliance with MEPA, an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
was completed for the proposed project by FWP and released for public comment on 
June 24, 2009. 
 
Public comments on the proposed project were taken from June 24 through July 24, 2009. 
The EA was mailed to 21 individuals and groups. In addition, the public was notified of 
the public comment period for this EA by the following methods: 
• Two public notices in each of these papers: Helena Independent Record, Butte 

Standard, and Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
• One statewide press release 
• Public notice on the Fish, Wildlife & Parks web page: http://fwp.mt.gov. 
 
Summary of Public Comment 
 
The proposed project received ten (10) comments from the public. Seven (7) comments 
expressed support for the proposed project.  The most frequently mentioned beneficial 
outcomes of the installation of electrical service at a limited number of campsites 
included elimination of generator noise and the ability to operate electrically dependent 
medical equipment and accommodate people with disabilities.  Three (3) comments 
received were opposed to the proposed project, and all cited competition with privately 
owned campgrounds in the vicinity (Cardwell and Three Forks). 
 
Comments Supportive of the Proposed Project: Seven (7) Total 
 



Seven comments were supportive of the proposed action, namely to installed electrical 
service to 9 campsites (out of 40) in Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park campground.   
 

Supportive Comment Statements 
 

 
 
FWP Response:  The sites with electricity will have a higher camping fee than those 
sites without electricity. 
 

 
 

 
 
FWP Response: So noted. 
 

 
 
FWP Response:  So noted. 
 



 
FWP Response: So noted. 
 

 
 
FWP Response: The installation of street lights is not a part of this proposal. 
 

 
 
FWP Response: So noted. 
 

 
 
FWP Response: So noted. 
 



 
 
Comments in Opposition to the Proposed Project:  3 total 
 

Opposition Comment Statements 
 



 
 
FWP Response:  Camping is not about “roughing it” to many visitors who may want to 
watch a weather report or a Disney movie with their grand kids during a rainy day.  
Electrical service in some sites will help make experiences and memories better. The 
comment period for the Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park Improvement Project was 31 
days (June 24, 2009 through July 24, 2009) 
 



 



 



 
 
FWP Response: This project reflects the changing needs and values of state park 
visitors. Every recreational vehicle sold today has provision for electrical connections. 
Montana State Parks wants to attract campers that are desirous of camping in a state park 
setting. Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park has greatly increased activities and programs 
in an effort to make the campground a destination site. FWP has touted the Lewis & 
Clark Caverns campground as a central location and directed travelers to the many 
attractions in the vicinity in an effort to increase the number of days people stay in the 
area. The Park will consider prohibiting the use of generators in the campground with the 
installation of electricity in nine campsites. 
 

 
 
FWP Response: The installation costs were refined based on bids received at other 
Montana State Parks (Cooney, Tongue River Reservoir & Hell Creek state parks) where 
electricity for campers was provided in the past couple of years. 
 
Decision 
 
Based on the Environmental Assessment, public comment, and FWP evaluation, it is my 
decision to proceed with the campground improvement project as described in the EA, 
namely install approximately (9) campsite electrical pedestals within Loop E at Lewis & 
Clark Caverns State Park. 



 
Appeal 
 
This project is subject to appeal, which must be submitted to the FWP Director (Mr. Joe 
Maurier, Director, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, PO Box 200701, Helena, MT 59620-
0701) in writing and postmarked within 30 days of the date on this decision notice.  The 
appeal must specifically describe the basis for the appeal, explain how the appellant has 
previously commented to the department or participated in the decision-making process, 
and lay out how FWP may address the concerns in the appeal. If you have questions 
regarding this decision notice, please contact Gerald Walker, Regional Parks Manager at 
406-994-3552. 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Gerald Walker 
Regional Parks Manager 


