
 
 

Scoping Notice for Evaluation of Domestic Sheep Trailing on Robb/Ledford WMA 
and Current and Future Status of the Greenhorn Bighorn Sheep Transplant 

 
Domestic sheep trailing was allowed through the upper portions of the Robb/Ledford Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) prior to FWP purchasing the property from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.  Annual sheep 
trailing has been allowed by FWP since it acquired the WMA in 1988. 
 
At their May 2002 meeting, the FWP Commission approved reintroduction of bighorn sheep in the Greenhorn 
Mountains contingent upon a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that was signed prior to the transplant by 
FWP, the domestic sheep producers near the Greenhorns, the USDA Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land 
Management.  That MOU allows for the continued grazing and trailing of domestic sheep on public lands.  
 
Administrative rules that guide commercial uses on WMAs became effective in January 2007.  Domestic sheep 
trailing across the WMA has been described as a commercial use of the WMA.  FWP intends to evaluate those 
rules in relation to the Robb/Ledford domestic sheep trailing activity through the development of an 
Environmental Analysis (EA) beginning with this scoping notice. 
 
In addition, this scoping notice is intended to start formal evaluation of the current and future status of the 
Greenhorns Bighorn Sheep transplant. 
 
You are invited to identify specific issues and provide comments on future domestic sheep trailing on the 
Robb/Ledford WMA and on the current and future status of the Greenhorns Bighorn Sheep transplant.  
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is asking for comments on these topics until October 15, 2009.  To be most 
helpful, comments should be substantive and specific to the proposed actions being considered.  They should 
include: (1) name, address, telephone number, and organization represented, if any; (2) title of the action (i.e. 
“Sheep Trailing on Robb/Ledford WMA and the current and future status of the Greenhorns Bighorn Sheep 
transplant”); (3) specific facts and supporting reasons to consider; and (4) signatures. 
 
Comments should be mailed or emailed to: 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Attention: Sheep Trailing on Robb/Ledford WMA 
1400 South 19th Avenue 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
rltrailing@mt.gov 

 

 
_________________  
Patrick J. Flowers 
Region 3 Supervisor 
 
Date: September 15, 2009 


