ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR REVISION
COAL AND URANIUM PROGRAM
MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

ComMPANY NAME: Spring Creek Coal, LLC DATE: July 22, 2010

OPERATING PERMIT# : 79012 MR#: 10-12-12

LOCATION: T8S, R40 E, SW V4 Sec. 29

Type and Purpose of Action:

Install monitoring well 407AQW in the Anderson-Dietz coal (or equivalent depth in
clinker) to monitor potential water quality impacts downgradient of Pit 2.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures:

Minor surface impacts from drilling can be expected. The drill site will be immediately
adjacent to a two-track road used to access a sediment pond. This easily accessed
location will limit surface disturbance. Drill cuttings will be spread to less than a half-inch
upon completion of the well. Any mud pits will be filled, the surface smoothed and
revegetated if necessary.

Alternative Actions:

Not install the monitoring well. This is not seen as the best alternative as potential
impacts to groundwater would not be monitored.

Prepared by: Angela McDannel

Title: Groundwater Hydrologist
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