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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to the Administrative Rules of Montana, 17 .4.609, the following Environmental

Assessment has been prepared by the Department of Environmental Quality concerning Guy

Hanson \ dba \ Axmen Recycling a motor vehicle wrecking facility.

The purpose of the Environmental Assessment is to inform all interested govemmental

agencies, public groups or individuals of the proposed action and to determine whether or not

the action may have a significant effect on the human environment. This Environmental

Assessment will be circulated for a period of thirty (30) days at which time a decision will be

made as to our future action.

If you wish to comment on this proposed action, please do so in writing, within the allotted

time.

Sincerely,

,-." -*-) ' /)l,rJlilr.kb, .
Bruce W. Meyer
Motor Vehicle Recycling & Disposal Program
(406) 444-2835 or e-mail at brmeyer@state.mt.us

Enc.
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DEPARTMENT OF EIWIRONMEI|IITAIJ QUAI'ITY
P.O. Box 2OO9OL, Helena, Montarra,59d20-0901

(405) 444-s300

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)

Division,/Bureau: Permitting & compl-iance \ ltotor Vehicle Recycling and Disposal program

Project or AppJ.ication: Guy Hanson, Axmen Recycling, MT - A proposed private auto
wrecking facility.

Description of Project: Guy Hanson \ dba \ axmen Recycling located aX 9775
Qrrmmit- r1r MissouJ-a, Montana, has submitted a motor vehicl-e wrecking facility

.1.: ^^--^ ^-rl-cense applicat.ion Lo this departmenL for review. The proposed motor vehicle
wrecking facility will be situated in Missoula County. The leqaI descript.ion
of the facility is in Section 28, Township 14 North, Range 20 West. Additional
legal is Mi-ssoula fndustrial Park Lot. 10 Block 3, Lot 11 Block 3, and Lot j-2
Block 3. The facility is approximately 3 .5 acres in size.

Benefite and PurPose of Proposal-: Guy Hanson is proposing to establ-ish a moLor vehicl-e
wrecking facility at 9775 Summit Dr, Missoula, MT. As reguired by the Motor Vehicle
Recycling and Disposal- Act, all- wrecking facil-ities must be shielded from public view.
"Public view" is defined as any point. six (G) feet above the surface of the center of a
public road from which the junk vehicles can be seen. By obtaining a mot,or vehicle
wrecking facility license, Guy Hanson would be al-l-owed to: (1) Buy, sell, or d.eal in
four or more vehicles per year of a tlpe reguired to be licensed., for the purpose of
wrecking, dismantling, disassembling, or substantially altering the form of the motor
vehicle, (2) Buy or sel1 component parts, in whole or in part, and deal in second.-handjunk vehicles, and (3) purchase wrecked vehicfes from insurance companies. rnsurance
companies are required by state 1aw to sel1 junk vehj-cLes only t.o lj-censed mot.or vehicle
wrecking facilities. This business would. prowide a commercial source of automotive parE.s
which would provide a cost saving to the consumer and would conserve energry and natural
resources otherwise used to manufacture new parts.

Description and anal.ysis of reasonable alternatives whenever alternatives are reasona5ly
available and prudent to consider:

A'll.arn.l-irza #1o*uvlarqLrvs r!. Not to establ-ish and license a facility at this Location. This would
limit public access to used automotive parts.

Alternative #2. To establish and license a facility at a location other than the one
proposed in the license application. This woul-d. require the applicant to find and
acquire by purchase or lease a differenE parcel of property for the proposed usage.

Al'ternative #3. To establish and license a facility at the proposed location.

A listing and appropriate evaluation of mit,igation, stipulations and other controls
enforceable by tbe astency or another lJovernment agency: AuLomotive fl-uids must be
drained from the vehicles prior to the vehicle being placed in st,orage. All fLuids
removed from the vehicles must be captured over an impermeable surface, properly
containerized, and properly stored for reuse, recycling, or proper d.isposal. This is a
management method intended to alleviate the potenti-al for ground.water contamination.
This is a l-icense condition enforceable by the agency.



CFCs (Freon) must not be reLeased E,o the environment
reguirement and i-s enforced by the U.S. EPA.

This is a federalfy enforceabfe

Recommendation: N/A

If an EIS is needed, and if appropriate, er<plain the reasons for preparingi the EA,: N/A

If an EIS is not required, e:q)lain why the EA is an appropriate l_eveL of analysiE: Based
on the information submitted for review with the l-icense application, iL is the
preliminary determinat,ion of the department that an Environmental Assessment (EA) will
provide an adequaEe review for this proposal.

Other grouPs or agencieE contacted or which may have overlapping juriediction: Missoula
County Commissioners.

Individuals or ltroups contributing to this EA: Montana Department of Natural Resources
and Conservation; United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation
Service,' Montana Historical Society, and State Historic Preservation Office.

EA prepared by Bruce W. Meyer

Date: Novembe:: 29, 20IO



POTEIVTIAL IMPACT ON PHYSTCAT ENVIRONMEIfrT

*Maj = i',tajor,'Mod = Moderate; Min = Minor; Unkn = Unknown; Att

CUMULATTVE AND SECONDARY fMPACTS: The potential impacts on the
wilf be minimal because of the proposed management pracLices.
facilit,y and removal- of the junk vehicles the aesthetics of the
their oriqinal state.
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physical environment
Upon closure of the
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POTENTIAI. IMPACT ON HI'}!,ATiI EIWIRONMENT

*Maj = uajor; Mod = Moderate; Min = Minor; Unkn = Unknown; Att = Attac
CUMULATIVE AND SECONDARY IMPACTS: The impacts will be minor for loca1 and state tax

base and tax revenue due to the size of the facility. The quantity and distribution
of employmenL will be minor to none because of the number employed. The demands for
governmenL services will be minor to none and wil-l- be covered by county sLaff and
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1. Terrestrial and Acruatic Life and Habitat xxx xxx

2. Water Quality, Quantity, and Distribution xxx xxx

3. Geology and Soil QualiLy, Stability and
Moisture

XXX xxx

4. Vegetation Cover, Quant.ity and Quality xxx xxx

5. Aesthetics xxx xxx

6. Air Quality xxx

7. Unique, Endangered, Fragile or Limited
Environmental Resources

xxx

8. Demands on EnvironmentaL Resources of
WaLer, Air, and Energy

xxx

9. Historical and Archaeol-oqical- Sites xxx xxx

1. Socia] SLructure and Mores

2. Cultural Uniqueness and Diversity

3. Local- and State Tax Base and Tax Revenue

4. Agricultural or Industrial Production

5. Human HeaLth

5. Access to and Quality of Recreational and
Wilderness Activiti-es

7. Quantity and Distribution of Employment

8. Distribution of Populat.ion

9. Demands for Government Services

10. Industrial and Commercial Activities

11. Locally Adopted Environmental Plans and
Goals



GI'Y IIAI{SON EI{WIRONMENTAI, AS SES SMENT

General Comments

The Montana Department of Environmental Qualit,y licenses and regulates motor vehi-c1e
wrecking facilities under the authority of the Motor Vehicle Recycling & Disposaf
AcE (75-1-0-50L, MCA) and Administ.rative Rul-es of Montana (ARM l-7.50.201) .

To be eligible for l-icensing, a proposed wrecking facility must:
1) Be in compliance with all existing zoning ordinances on the date the license
application is submitted to the department.
2) Be capable of being shielded from view of any existing public road. ff the
lieense appli-cation j-s approved, the applicant must construct all necessary
shielding prior to l-icensure.
3) Not create any adverse environmental impacts.

The department has made the preliminary determination that the applicant is in
compliance with the existing zoning ordinances as of the date of the submittal of
the application and can effectively shield the proposed facility from all public
roads in the area. The purpose of the Environmental Assessment is to determine if
the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility can be established without posing
significant adverse environmental impacts.

Potential Impacts on Physical Environment

Terrestrial e aquatic life habitats
Vegetation cover, quantity and quality

The proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility will be in Missoula County. This
faci-lity will be located aL 9775 Summit Dr, Missoula, MT. The legal description of
the facility is in Section 28, Township 14 North, Range 20 West. Addit.ional lega1 is
Missoula Industrial Park Lot 10 Block 3, Lot 11 Block 3, and Lot 12 Block 3. The
facility is approximately 3 .5 acres in size. A chain link fence 10 feet high on
three sides with slats wil-l shield the facility from rrublic view.

This wrecking facili-t,y is surrounded by smalf tracts of Land with other
indust.rial tlpes of businesses. This location would serve as habitat f or birds and
smal-l mammals.

The establishment of a moLor vehicle wrecking facility will disturb and displace
a minor portion of the vegetation and wildlife habitat within the proposed location.
The impacts caused by the wrecking facility should not be signifieant to the area's
ecosystem since similar habitat surrounds the proposed site.



Water quality, quantity, and distribution

The properties in this area are on wells. The static ground water 1evel in this
area varies from 223- feeL to -5.93 (BGS) below ground surface with an averag'e of static
water 1evel of 94.44 feet (BGS). The t.otal- completion depth varies from 632 feet to 9
(BGS) feet wit,h an average of 202.59. This proposed motor vehicle wrecking yard is not
expected to have any impacts on the qualj-ty, quantity, and distribution of the ground
water because of the proposed management practices.

3. Geology and soil quality, stability, and moisture

The soils in the vicinity of the site are classified by the u.S. Natural Resource
Conservation Service as Argixeroll-s and Haploxeroll-s series. These series are well
draj-ned, 0 to 4 percent slope, and more than 80 inches to water table. Waste anti-
freeze, gasoline, and l-ubricating oils contain petroleum distil-Lates, heawy metals,
and possibly toxic compounds. If improperly disposed of, can cause surface and
groundwater degradation. The applicant proposes to properly recycle all of the
above-named automotive fl-uids. Some residual lubricating oil-s and anti-freeze may
drip from the vehicl-es stored at the facility. Thi-s residual dripping is not
expected to be significant or result in hearry soil- accumul-ations.

5. Aesthetics

The appli-cant plans to use a l-0 foot high chain link fence with sfants on three
sides of the facility to shield it from public view. An onsite evaluation by
department personnel- determined the chain link fence with the slanLs would be
adequate to meeL the shiel-ding requirements of the Motor Vehicle Recycling a
Disposal Act.

"Public view" is defined as any point six (6) feet above the surface of the
center of a public road from which the junk vehicles can be seen.

9. Historical and archaeologj-ca] sites

The State Historic Preservation office conducted a culturaf resource file search for
Axmen Recycling. Based on the information on fi1e, the Stsate Historic Preservation
Office concluded that the proposed facility would have a low likelihood that
cultural- properties will be impact.ed by this project.

Potential Impacts on Human Envirorunent

Local & sLate tax base & tax revenue
Quantity and distribution of employment

The establishment of the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility may provide a
source of used motor vehicles or component parts for sale to the public. The
j-ssuance of a motor vehicle wrecking faci-1ity l-icense will alIow the applicant to:
(1) Buy, se1I, or deal in four or more vehicles per year of a tlpe reguired to be
l-icensed for the purpose of wrecking, dismantling, disassembling, or substantially
altering the form of the motor vehicle, (2) Buy or se1I componenL parts, in whoLe or
in part, and deal in second-hand mot.or vehicle parts, and (3) Purchase wrecked
vehicles from insurance companies. Insurance companies are reguired by st.ate law to
sell junk vetricles only to licensed motor vehicle wrecking yards.



The establ-ishment, of a motor vehicle wrecking facility may create an additionaf
labor requirement and may result in additional employment. This emplo).ment and the
empl-o)ment requirements for the supporL services of this yard may provide a neuLral
to positive employment impact for the community.

9. Demands for governmental services

The issuance of a motor vehicle wrecking facility license will require
administrative and inspection services of the Montana Department of Environmental
Quality and the Missoul-a County Junk Vehicle Program personnel.

11. Local-l-y adopted envi-ronmentaL pLans and goals

The establ-ishment of a motor vehicle wrecking facility at this l-ocation does not
conflict with any existing zoning ordinances as certified by Jamie Erbacher, Planner
I, Office of Planning, Missoula County, Missoula, MT.

Effect on Adjoining Landow:r.ers and Land Uses
Otlrer Site- Specific Information

Information gathered for the preparation of this Environmental Assessment reveals
that. directly adjacent to the proposed location are small tracts of land with other
wrecking facilities and industrial type businesses. The location of this wrecking
faci lil-rr qhnrrl .l have minor or no impact on the adjoining landowners and land uses.
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