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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR REVISION
COAL AND URANIUM PROGRAM

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

COMPANY NAME: Spring Creek Coal DATE: 12/28/2010

OPERATING PERMIT# :   79012 MR#:  09-12-16

LOCATION: Spring Creek Mine, Decker, MT

Type and Purpose of Action:

Spring Creek Coal is requesting approval to install a detour for the mine access road 
near the Plant entrance.  The proposed detour is necessary to safely connect the 
replacement 506 well to the service water line supplying the Complex area buildings.

The originally approved plan for connection to the service line (MR 09-12-14) involved
temporarily reducing the mine access road to a single lane.  Further investigation has
revealed that, due to the depth and location of the existing service line, this is no longer 
feasible.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures:

The potential environmental impacts are minor as the short detour road would be 
constructed in a disturbed area already stripped of topsoil. The necessary surface water 
and sediment controls are largely already in place.  A 24” diameter culvert would be 
installed beneath the detour road to maintain the appropriate surface water flow.  
Disturbance to wildlife is expected to be negligible. After mining, the affected area will 
be reclaimed as required by permit commitments.

Alternative Actions:

Alternative locations would offer no environmental advantage over the location chosen.
The expected impacts are very minor, so alternatives were not considered.

Prepared by: Ric Casteel

Title:  Mining Engineer


