DSL-252

CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Project Name: Install a new water pipeline for human
comsumption. 32-31N-40E

Proposed Implementation Date: February 22, 2010

Proponent: Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority, P O Box 577, Culbertson, Montana 59218

Type and Purpose of Action: The applicant proposes to install a new 8 inch water pipeline for human
consumption. The area of impact will be 30 feet in width, 15 feet on either side of a center line. The total area
of impact will be 4.42 acres more or less. The purpose of the Right of Way Easement is for the pipeline
construction, inspection, operation, maintenance, repair and replacement of the underground water pipeline
and necessary structures for use in conjunction therewith.

Location: Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, W2NW4, N2S2, Section 32
Township 31 North, Range 40 East

County: Valley

|. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

1. PUBLI C | NVOLVEMENT, AGENCI ES,
GROUPS COR | NDI VI DUALS CONTACTED:
Provi de a brief chronol ogy of the
scopi ng and ongoi ng i nvol venent for
this project.

Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority has
subnmitted a Ri ght of Way Easenent
application to the Departnent of

Nat ural Resources and Conservati on,

A asgow Unit O fice. Dry Prairie Rural
Water Authority has submitted the R ght
of Way Easenent application to place an
8inch water pipeline on State | and. The
purpose of the water pipeline is for
hurman consunption. Dry Prairie Rural
Water Authority has al so contacted the
surface | essees and expl ai ned the
purpose for the Right of Way Easenent
application.

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCI ES W TH
JURI SDI CTI ON, LIST OF PERM TS
NEEDED:

O her governnent agencies that have
jurisdiction for this type of project
are United States Arny Corp. of

Engi neers, United States Departnment of
Agricul ture-Natural Resource and
Conservation Service, Montana
Departnment of Environnmental Quality,
United States Fish & Wldlife Service,
Montana Fish Wldlife & Parks, Valley
County Conservation District and Vall ey
County Commi ssi oners, Departnent of
Nat ural Resources and Conservati on,
Wat er Ri ghts Divi sion.

3. ALTERNATI VES CONSI DERED:

Grant a Right of
Vat er

Action Alternative:
Way Easenent to Dry Prairie Rural




Aut hority to place a water pipeline on
State | and.

No Action Alternative: Deny a Right of
Way Easenent to Dry Prairie Rural Water
Authority to place a water pipeline on
State | and.

| MPACTS ON THE PHYSI CAL ENVI RONMENT

RESOURCE

POTENTI AL | MPACTS

4. GEOLOGY AND SO L QUALITY, Action Alternative: This type of
STABILITY AND MO STURE: Are project will alter the surface soils
fragile, conpatible or unstable on the State I and The surface soils
soils present? Are there unusual will be replaced upon project
geol ogic features? Are there conmpl etion. These soils will continue
speci al reclamation considerations? |to produce snmall grains and pul se

crops on dryland agricul ture acreage.
No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no changes
to soils on the State | and.

5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND Action Alternative: The water pipeline
DI STRIBUTI ON:  Are inportant project will improve the water quality
surface or groundwater resources standards for rural areas. The water
present? |Is there potential for will supply a continuous source of
viol ation of anbient water quality water for rural area water consuners.
st andards, drinking water maxi num
contam nant |evels, or degradation
of water quality? No Action Alternative: Under this

alternative there will be no inpacts
to water quality, quantity and
di stribution.

6. AIR QUALITY: WII pollutants or Action Alternative: This type of
particul ate be produced? I|s the project on the State land will have
project influenced by air quality mnimal inmpact to the air quality.
regul ati ons or zones (C ass | There will be sonme dust that will
ai rshed) ? becone air borne fromthe construction

of the water pipeline.

No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no inpacts
to air quality.

7. VECGETATI ON COVER, QUANTI TY AND Action Alternative: The project area

QUALITY: WIIl vegetative
communi ties be permanently altered?

cont ai ns soil
smal |

types for producing
grai n/ pul se crops on dryl and




| MPACTS ON THE PHYSI CAL ENVI RONMENT

Are any rare plants or cover types
present ?

agriculture acreage. |If the pipeline
is constructed during the grow ng
season sone of small grain/pulse crop
pl ant species will be destroyed by the
pi pel i ne construction. The area of
inmpact is small and there will be

m ni mal damage to one year’s pl ant
production for the small grain/pul se
crop species. The area of inpact
shoul d continue to grow smal |
grain/pulse crop varieties in future
years.

No Action Alternative:
alternative there will be no inpacts
to the small grain plant conmunities
on the State | and.

Under this

8. TERRESTRI AL, AVI AN AND AQUATI C Action Alternative: The State | and
LI FE AND HABI TATS: Is there contains mininmal habitat types for
substantial use of the area by wildlife and upland birds. The project
important wildlife, birds or fish? area contains various habitat type
resources. The habitat resources will
see minimal inpacts fromthe pipeline
proj ect .
No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no inpacts
to the various types of wildlife and
upl and birds that use the State | and
habi t at resources.
9. UNI QUE, ENDANGERED, FRAG LE OR Action Alternative: The area of inpact
LI M TED ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES: contai ns no uni que, endangered,
Are any federally listed threatened | fragile or linmted environnental
or endangered species or identified | resources.
habi tat present? Any wetl ands?
Sensitive Species or Species of No Action Alternative: Under this
speci al concern? alternative there will be no inpacts
to the environnental resources.
10. HI STORI CAL AND ARCHAEQOLOG CAL Action Alternative: The area of inpact

SITES: Are any historical,
ar chaeol ogi cal or pal eont ol ogi cal
resources present?

contai ns no known historical or
archaeol ogi cal sites. The area of

i mpact was inspected by Mbntana
Department of Natural Resource &
Conservation personnel. There were no
findings of sites on the project area.

No Action Alternative: There will be




| MPACTS ON THE PHYSI CAL ENVI RONMENT

no inpacts to historical or
archaeol ogi cal sites under this
al ternative.

11. AESTHETICS: |Is the project on a Action Alternative: This type of
prom nent topographic feature? project on State land will not inpact
WIIl it be visible from popul ated the aesthetics of the surrounding
or scenic areas? WII there be area. The project is located next to
excessive noise or light? Mont ana hi ghway No. 24 and will be

visible to the general public during
pi pel i ne construction.

No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no inpacts
to aesthetics associated with the
State | and.

12. DENMANDS ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES | Action Alternative: The writer of this
OF LAND, WATER, Al R OR ENERGY: docunment does not know if this project
WIIl the project use resources that will place demands for linmted water
are limted in the area? Are there | resources of the Mssouri River.
other activities nearby that wll
affect the project? No Action Alternative: Under this

alternative there will be no demands
pl aced on environnental resources of
| and, water, air or energy.

13. OTHER ENVI RONMENTAL DOCUMENTS Action Alternative: This type of
PERTI NENT TO THE AREA: Are there project will not inpact the other
ot her studies, plans or projects on | plans or studies that Mntana
this tract? Departnment of Natural Resources and

Conservation has on the State | and.
No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no inpacts
to the plans or studies that Montana
Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation has on the State | and.

[11. I MPACTS ON THE HUVAN POPULATI ON

RESOURCE POTENTI AL | MPACTS AND M TI GATI ON

MEASURES

14. HUVAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: W I Action Alternative: The installation

this project add to health and
safety risks in the area?

of a water pipeline has various hunman
health and safety risks. The risks are
under st ood by the enpl oyer and

enpl oyee as occupational hazards.




No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no inpacts
to human health or safety.

15.

| NDUSTRI AL, COMVERCI AL AND
AGRI CULTURAL ACTI VI TI ES AND
PRODUCTI ON: WI I the project add
to or alter these activities?

Action Alternative: The project wll
have nminimal to no inpact to the
current dryland agriculture activities
that may be occurring on the State

| and.

No Action Alternative:
alternative there will
to agricul tural
State | and.

Under this
be no inpacts
activities on the

16.

QUANTI TY AND DI STRI BUTI ON CF
EMPLOYMENT: W11 the project
create, nmove or elimnate jobs? |If
so, estinmated nunber.

Action Alternative: The project may
create jobs for the construction
conpanies that will construct the
wat er pi peli ne.

No Action Alternative: There will be
no inmpacts to quantity and

di stribution of enploynent under this
al ternative.

17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX Action Alternative: The project wll
REVENUES: W1l the project create | have no inpacts on the local and state
or elimnate tax revenue? tax base and tax revenues.

No Action Alternative: There will be
no i npacts to the local and state tax
base under this alternative.

18. DENAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVI CES: Action Alternative: The project wll

W1l substantial traffic be added pl ace no additional demands for

to existing roads? WI1I other
services (fire protection, police,
school s, etc) be needed?

government services.

No Action Alternative: Under this
alternative there will be no denand
for government services.

19.

LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVI RONVENTAL
PLANS AND GOALS: Are there State,
County, City, USFS, BLM Tribal,
etc. zoning or managenent plans in
effect?

Action Alternative:
need to clear State, County and
Nati onal nmanagenent plans before
i npl enent ati on.

The project wll

No Action Alternative: Under this type
of alternative there will be no

i npacts on locally adopted

envi ronmental plans and goal s.

20.

ACCESS TO AND QUALITY CF
RECREATI ONAL AND W LDERNESS
ACTIVITIES: Are wilderness or

Action Alternative: The area of inpact
is dryland agriculture acreage. The
project will have no inpact to the




recreati onal areas nearby or
accessed through this tract? |Is
there recreational potential within
the tract?

recreational hunting or hiking
associ ated these tracts of State | and.

No Action Alternative: There will be

no inmpacts to the recreational val ues
associated with the State | and under

this alternative.

21.

DENSI TY AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF
POPULATI ON AND HOUSING WI I the
project add to the popul ati on and
requi re additional housing?

Action Alternative: The project wll
not inpact the density and

di stribution of population and

housi ng.

No Action Alternative: There will be
no inmpacts to the density and

di stribution of population and

housi ng.

22.

SCClI AL STRUCTURES AND MORES: Is
sone di sruption of native or
traditional lifestyles or
comruni ti es possi bl e?

Action Alternative: The project wll
not disrupt the traditional lifestyles
of the local comunity. The water

proj ect should enhance the day to day
lives of the rural comrunities by
supplying a reliable water source.

No Action Alternative: There will be
no inmpacts to the social structures
under this alternative.

23.

CULTURAL UNI QUENESS AND DI VERSI TY:
W1l the action cause a shift in
sonme uni que quality of the area?

Action Alternative: The project wll

not inpact the cultural uniqueness and
diversity of this rural area.
No Action Alternative: There will be

no inmpacts to the cultural uniqueness
and diversity under this alternative.

24.

OTHER APPROPRI ATE SOCI AL AND
ECONOM C Cl RCUMSTANCES:

Action Alternative: The installation
of a water pipeline will inprove the
soci al and econom ¢ circunstances for
the residents of Northeastern Montana
comrunities. The project will provide
a reliable source of water for rura
areas of Northeastern Mntana.

No Action Alternative: There will be
no i nmpacts to the economc
ci rcunst ances under this alternative.




EA Checklist Prepared By: /S/ Dat e: 2/ 23/ 2010

Randy Dirkson Land Use Speci ali st

IV. FINDING
25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: Action Alternative: Grant a Right of Way Easement to
Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority to construct,
maintain and replace a water pipeline on State land.
26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: | The construction of a water pipeline will have
minimal impacts to the dryland agricultural natural
resources associated with this tract of State land.
27. Need for Further Environmental Analysis:
[ ] EIS [ ] More Detailed EA [X] No Further Analysis
EA Checklist Approved By: R. Hoyt Richards, Glasgow Unit Manager
Name Title
/s/ February 23, 2010

Signature Date




