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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR REVISION
COAL AND URANIUM PROGRAM

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

COMPANY NAME:  Westmoreland Resources, Inc.       DATE:  September 2, 2011

PERMIT# :  C1985005                           REVISION  NO: MR11-05-03 

LOCATION: Absaloka Mine 

Type and Purpose of Action:

Westmoreland Resources, Inc. Submitted minor revision request 11-05-03 to the permit 
for the reduction of target soil laydown depths.  The currently approved target depth is 24 
inches.  The proposed target depth is 18 inches.   

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures:   

The proposed change would allow the mine operations to spread soil at the reduced 
depth.  This would increase the surface area that could be covered with the volumes of 
topsoil and sub-soil available.  

The impact may result in slight compositional changes of species in vegetation 
establishment.  Changes would amount to an increase in some cases of shallower soil 
loving plant species.  These possible changes in plant species composition should be 
negligible and not require mitigation measures.  In fact it may produce a wider range of 
plant diversity. 

Alternative Actions: 

Alternatives are to either establish a different soil depth target than 18 inches or not 
change the 24 inch depth target currently approved.  The difference in reclamation results 
would be the following: 

1. Using 18 inches would allow mine operations to cover more acres in final 
reclamation with subsoil and topsoil. 

2. Using 24 inches would increase the number of acres that would not receive 
any redistribution of soil. 
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