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Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) and Notice of Decision (NOD) have been prepared for the
Frenchman Dam Sinkhole Repair Project and are submitted for your information and consideration. Please
feel free to contact me at (406) 444-6622 (e-mail jdomino@mt.gov) should you have any questions or
comments. Please note that due to the emergency nature of this project no official public comment period is
provided. However, comments will be accepted and can be mailed to: MT Dept. of Natural Resources and
Conservation, State Water Projects Bureau, 1424 9th Ave., P.O. Box 201601, Helena, MT 59620-1601, attn.
James P. Domino. Copies of the EA are available upon request. The EA can also be viewed on the DNRC
website at www.dnrc.mt.gov. Thank you.

Sincerely,
JMJQ /) %ﬂ\‘*”r

James P. Domino
Environmental Science Specialist
State Water Projects Bureau
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT / NOTICE OF DECISION

August 26, 2011

Dear Reader:

On August 25, 2011 the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) released
a draft Environmental Assessment (EA) on the Frenchman Dam Sinkhole Repair Project.

Frenchman Dam is located in Phillips County, Township 34N, Range 34W, section 23, approximately 22
miles north of Saco. The land where the dam and reservoir are located is owned by the State of Montana
and administered by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, State Water
Projects Bureau.

This project involves the emergency repair of a sinkhole that developed on the dam crest, immediately
adjacent to the outlet control tower in the spring of 2011. This sinkhole, which occurred due to sustained
high flows this past spring and early summer, has the potential of threatening the structural integrity of the
dam if left unrepaired. The repair must be completed prior to the 2011/2012 winter season and
subsequent 2012 irrigation season to prevent a potentially dangerous situation from further developing.

The anticipated project start date is September 1, 2011, with the project expected to be complete by
December 31, 2011. Due to the emergency nature of this project, no official public comment period was
provided. The Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were consulted and expressed no opposition to the project.
The Montana Natural Heritage Program and the State Historic Preservation Office were also contacted.

Based on the EA's disclosure and analysis of potential impacts, the DNRC concludes that the proposed
action will not result in any significant impacts. The DNRC will adopt the draft EA as the final EA and
proceed with the preferred alternative. Copies of the Final EA are available upon request. The Final EA
can be viewed on the DNRC website at www.dnrc.mt.gov in the Environmental Documents section.
Please direct any questions to:

James P. Domino

State Water Projects Bureau

MT DNRC, P.O. Box 201601

Helena, MT 59620-1601

(406) 444-6622 e-mail: jdomino@mt.gov

Thank you for your interest.

Water Resources Division Administrator
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