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USFWS, this improvement recommendation was chosen in order to minimize impacts to 

the surrounding environment.  These recommendations have been forwarded on to 

project development, with the proposed project (11 km North of Libby-North, STPS 567-

1(4)6, CN: 4789 000) encompassing the southern portion of the recommended 

improvement option. 

 

Project Location 
This project is located in Lincoln County on Secondary 567 (locally known as Pipe Creek 

Road), just north of Libby.  The project begins at RP 6.8, at the intersection with Bobtail 

Cutoff Road.  It extends northerly approximately 5.1 miles to RP 12.0 + /-, just north of 

the intersection with Noisy Creek Road #4742.  Secondary 567 is located in the Kootenai 

National Forest in the Purcell Mountains.  See Figure 1, Project Location Map below. 

 

Figure 1.  Project Location Map 

 
  

Project End 

Project Start 
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Existing Conditions 

Highway 567 was originally constructed as a logging road with a gravel surface.  Over 

time, the Forest Service has improved the road with bituminous surface treatments, 

asphalt and chip seal overlays.  No pavement markings are present on the roadway.  The 

roadway varies in width, as described in the table below:  

 

Reference Post Width (ft) Reference Post Width (ft) 

7.0 24.8 10.0 21.0 

7.5 24.1 10.5 20.7 

8.0 25.0 11.0 20.1 

8.5 22.8 11.5 22.4 

9.0 18.8 12.0 24.9 

9.5 22.6   

 

Within the project limits, there are five existing horizontal curves with radii that do not 

meet current design criteria for a 45 mph design speed. Those curves are as follows: 

 RP 8.0; 

 RP 10.7 to RP 10.8: three curves; and, 

 RP 11.0. 

 

In addition, the existing vertical alignment includes one crest and three sag vertical 

curves that do not meet criteria for a 45 mph design speed.  Those curves are as follows: 

 RP 8.1: sag curve; 

 RP 8.7: crest curve; 

 RP 9.7: sag curve; and, 

 RP 10.9: sag curve. 

 

Existing fill slopes are 4:1 and steeper, with many of the fills adjacent to Pipe Creek 2:1 

and steeper.  The cut sections have shallow v-ditches, with 2:1 or steeper backslopes on 

cuts over 6 feet.  The v-ditches are often located only a few feet from the edge of 

pavement. 

 

The only bridge on the project (Timberlane Bridge) crosses Pipe Creek at RP 7.6.  The 

bridge is a steel stringer/girder structure with a concrete deck and a bituminous riding 

surface.  The single-span structure is 62 ft long with a 28.6 ft roadway width.  The 

structure includes drain ports which allow for the direct drainage of bridge deck runoff.  

The other location where the roadway crosses Pipe Creek is at RP 11.8 via a 13‟ rise x 

21‟ span open bottom metal pipe arch with concrete headwalls.  In addition, there are six 

wood culverts and one metal culvert located within the project limits. 

 

Project Description 
The proposed project involves rehabilitation of the existing roadway, with minor 

widening and safety improvements.  The existing surfacing structure would be 

rehabilitated through pavement pulverization followed by a plant mix overlay and chip 
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seal.  The first 0.2 miles at the beginning of the project would be chip sealed only.  The 

roadbed would be widened where necessary to accommodate a 24-foot pavement (two, 

12-foot travel lanes). 

 

There would be seven areas of reconstruction to improve horizontal and vertical 

alignments.  As identified in the Corridor Study, two short sections of reconstruction 

would occur at RP 8 + /- and 11 + / to flatten horizontal curves.  Five additional areas of 

reconstruction would occur in order to reduce the amount of rock excavation (RP 8.6 +/- 

and 10.4 +/-), and to correct vertical alignments (RP 8.4 +/- and 9.6 +/-), as well as match 

bridge connections (RP .7.5 +/-). 

 

An adequate clear zone with recoverable slopes would be provided.  V-ditches would be 

used in cut sections as necessary to reduce impacts, and a standard 4:1 surfacing inslope 

would be provided.  Retaining walls would be included at RP 8.1, RP 10.0, RP 10.7, and 

RP 11.0 to avoid impacts to Pipe Creek. 

 

The approaches to Timberlane Bridge would be rehabilitated, and, if practicable, direct 

drainage of bridge deck runoff would be eliminated.  Most of the culverts would be 

replaced.  The open bottom arch pipe would remain in place and not be disturbed. 

 

Other work would include slope flattening, tree clearing, guardrail upgrades, rockfall 

mitigation, signing, pavement markings, and delineation.  Right-of-way acquisition 

would be required.  There would be few utility impacts.  More detailed information is 

available in the referenced design reports. 

 

Purpose and Need for Project 

As identified in the December 2007 Libby North Corridor Planning Study Report 

(Corridor Study Report), the crash history and analysis for the Study area shows a higher 

crash rate, severity index, and severity rate than the statewide average for similar type 

routes.  The overall trend for this section of state secondary is loss of control on a curve, 

usually during snow/slush or icy roadway conditions.  The snowy and icy conditions 

aggravate issues associated with a non-standard roadway alignment and width.  The 

existing roadway: 

 Is narrow and has inconsistent widths; 

 Lacks adequate signing and striping, 

 Has substandard horizontal and vertical curvature; 

 Has substandard side slopes; 

 Has lack of or deteriorating guardrail; 

 Has dense vegetation next to the roadway limiting the ability of the sun to melt 

snow and ice; and 

 Has falling rocks on the roadway which create a hazard to motorists. 

 

The need for the project is to improve the safety of the roadway. 
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Assessment Methodology 

In order to assess the environmental consequences of the proposed action, the direct and 

indirect effects must be identified, and their significance determined.  As defined in 40 

CFR 1508.8, direct effects are caused by the action and occur at the same time and place.  

Indirect effects are also caused by the action, but are later in time or farther removed in 

distance.  Indirect effects must be reasonably foreseeable, and may include growth 

inducing effects. 

 

The significance of these effects (impacts) is determined by considering both context and 

intensity.  The impacts of the proposed action must be evaluated in context with other 

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency or 

person undertakes such activities. 

 

In evaluating the potential impacts associated with the proposed project, any reasonably 

foreseeable action that would occur as a result of the proposed project is considered an 

indirect impact.  Any reasonably foreseeable action that would occur absent the proposed 

action is identified as a cumulative impact.  Significance determinations of the proposed 

action are made by evaluating the effects associated with the proposed project in context 

with other projects in the area (cumulative effects). 

 

Past, Present, and Future Actions 

For purposes of identifying past, present, and future actions, the boundaries identified in 

the Corridor Study Report have been utilized.  The study area include a 100 meter wide 

swath centered off the centerline of Highway 567.  A wider study area is used, where 

necessary, to assess habitat and indirect impacts. 

 

Highway 567 was originally constructed as a logging road with a gravel surface.  Timber 

harvest in the corridor during the latter half of the previous century has had a significant 

impact on forest communities both immediately adjacent to the highway and throughout 

the Pipe Creek watershed.  Today, the landscape is a mosaic of undisturbed mature forest 

and regeneration stands of varying ages and composition. 

 

As identified in the Corridor Study Report, the Forest Service and local government have 

no plans to expand recreational facilities in the Pipe Creek area, nor is the Turner 

Mountain ski area expected to expand.  Logging activities and/or some residential 

development is possible on land controlled by Plum Creek Timber Company, which has 

begun subdividing some of their property into residential lots.  Given the limited capacity 

of the roadway and Forest Service ownership of the surrounding area, development is not 

expected to occur as a result of MDT‟s proposed projects. 

 

The improvement option forwarded from the Corridor Study recommended 

improvements to the roadway between RP 7.0 +/- to 20.1 +/-.  Due to funding limitations, 

the recommended improvements are proposed to be constructed under three separate 

projects, as follows: 
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 PROPOSED PROJECT: South Section (RP 7.0 +/- to RP 12.0 +/-) – A 24‟ 

paved top width is proposed, along with two reconstruction locations to flatten 

sharp horizontal curves at RP 8 +/- and RP 11 +/-. 

 FUTURE PROJECT: Middle Section (RP 12.0 +/- to RP 17.0 +/-) – A 24‟ 

paved top width is proposed, along with v-ditches and selective slope flattening. 

 FUTURE PROJECT: North Section (RP 17.0 +/- to RP 20.1 +/-) – A 22‟ paved 

top width is proposed.  The top width may be reduced to 20‟ from RP 19 to 20.1 

to reduce the construction costs associated with the use of retaining walls on the 

steep sidehill. 

 

The subject project addresses the South Section described above.  The remaining project 

splits are currently in the nomination phase and have not yet been developed. 

 

Although not entirely within the Study boundary, the FHWA, Western Federal Lands 

(WFL) Highway Division has proposed a reconstruction project for Highway 567 from 

RP 17 to RP 36.3.  This project would involve widening and paving, as well as horizontal 

and vertical curve realignment. 

 

Project Impacts & Proposed Mitigation 
Table 1, below, summarizes the direct, indirect (secondary), and cumulative impacts 

anticipated for the proposed project.  It also includes proposed mitigation and/or  

monitoring that may be necessary, and a determination of the significance of identified 

impacts.  Significance determinations were made based on the criteria specified in 40 

CFR 1508.27 and ARM 18.2.238. 

 



May 17, 2011  11 km North of Libby-North  

Kevin L. McLaury  STPS 567-1(4)6 

Page 7 of 33  CN 4789 000 

 

Table 1.  Impact Assessment 

Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Vegetation Pipe Creek Road in 

the project area 

traverses heavily 

timbered forest 

land for much of its 

length.  Road side 

ditches and cut 

slopes immediately 

adjacent to the 

roadway are 

generally well 

vegetated with 

various species of 

grass, herbaceous 

and woody plants. 

Temporary:  In order to 

construct the proposed 

project, some removal of 

trees and vegetation 

would be required.  These 

losses would be limited to 

the minimum amount 

necessary to construct the 

project. 

 

Additionally, clearing and 

grubbing activities 

conducted during 

construction may result in 

the invasion and/or spread 

of noxious weeds. 

 

Permanent:  Some 

permanent loss of trees 

and vegetation would be 

necessary in order to 

accommodate the 

widened roadway and 

provide the necessary 

clear zones. 

In accordance with Standard 

Specification 201, clearing and 

grubbing activities would occur 

only within staked construction 

limits.  To control the spread of 

noxious weeds, the contractor 

would be required to wash all 

equipment prior to transport 

into the project area as 

specified in the Supplemental 

Specifications. 

 

To re-establish permanent 

vegetation and to reduce the 

spread and establishment of 

noxious weeds, disturbed areas 

within MDT right-of-way and 

easements would be seeded 

with desirable plant species, as 

soon as practicable, as 

recommended and determined 

feasible by the MDT Botanist.  

Additionally, MDT would 

comply with the measures 

specified in the Lincoln County 

Weed Management Plan. 

 

Post-construction, the site 

would be monitored until final 

stabilization is met. 

Additional impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, would 

result in further loss and 

disturbance of trees and 

vegetation.  These losses 

would be limited to the 

minimum amount necessary 

to construct the projects and 

provide the necessary clear 

zones. 

 

Plum Creek Timber 

Company owns 

approximately 12 % of the 

land within a 5 mile radius of 

the corridor Study area.  

Logging activities and/or 

residential development is 

possible on this private land,   

Any future development 

and/or logging activities 

would result in additional 

impacts to trees and 

vegetation. 

Not Significant.  Although some 

loss of trees and vegetation is 

expected, the loss is considered 

minor when compared to the 

amount of trees and vegetation 

present in the project area. 

 

Approximately 83% of the land 

within a 5-mile radius of the 

Study corridor is owned and 

managed by the US Forest 

Service, with protections in place 

to ensure adequate vegetation and 

habitat is provided.  Although 

subdivision development and/or 

logging activities may occur to 

the private lands controlled by 

Plum Creek Timber Company, 

these lands are a small percentage 

of the overall land in the corridor 

vicinity. 

 

Additionally, adequate controls 

are in place to control the spread 

of noxious weeds. 

                                                 
1
 More detailed descriptions of the various resources are provided in the referenced reports and studies. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Prime 

Farmland 

No prime farmland 

is present in the 

project area. 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No impacts 

anticipated. 

Cultural and 

Historic Sites, 

including 

Section 4(f) 

Properties 

The Pipe Creek 

Mainline Logging 

Railroad 

(24LN1338/1343) 

is individually 

eligible for the 

National Register.  

Thousands of feet 

of this logging 

railroad exist 

within the Pipe 

Creek drainage. 

 

Four historic spring 

board stump sites 

(24LN997, 

24LN1339, 

24LN1340, and 

24LN1342) are 

considered 

contributing 

elements of a 

proposed Pipe 

Creek Historic 

Logging District, 

located in the 

vicinity of the 

Timberland 

Campground.  

Permanent:  Less than 

150 feet of the Pipe Creek 

Mainline Logging 

Railroad would be 

impacted with this 

project.  „No adverse 

effect‟ would occur to the 

railroad, since the impact 

is a small percentage of 

the existing logging 

railroad within the area.  

This impact would be 

considered a „de minimis‟ 

impact under Section 4(f) 

of the 1966 US 

Department of 

Transportation Act 

requirements. 

 

Although some right-of-

way acquisition would be 

required within the 

proposed Pipe Creek 

Historic Logging District, 

there would be „no effect‟ 

to the proposed district as 

none of the identified 

spring board stumps 

would be impacted. 

 

Although no adverse impacts to 

cultural or historic resources 

are anticipated, should evidence 

of historic or pre-historic sites 

be discovered during 

construction, in accordance 

with MDT Standard 

Specifications 107, the 

contractor would be required to 

immediately stop work in the 

area until the significance of the 

site is determined and 

appropriate measures 

implemented. 

Impacts associated with the 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor improvements 

cannot be determined at this 

time.  Additional cultural 

resource surveys are needed 

for the corridor between RP 

14 +-/ to 20.1 +/-.  During 

project development, all 

necessary cultural resource 

surveys would be conducted 

and compliance with Section 

106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act would be 

demonstrated. 

Not Significant.  No adverse 

impacts to cultural resources are 

anticipated for the proposed 

project.  Although 150 feet of the 

Pipe Creek Mainline Logging 

Railroad would be impacted, this 

minor impact is not anticipated to 

effect the integrity of the historic 

mainline logging railroad. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Air Quality This project is 

located north of 

Libby, a designated 

particulate matter 

(PM10 and PM2.5) 

nonattainment area.  

Studies indicate 

that the source of 

air pollution in this 

area is from wood 

smoke and 

entrained dust. 

Temporary:  
Construction activities 

would have a short-term 

impact on air quality.  

Wind erosion of exposed 

areas and material 

stockpiles would generate 

PM emissions.  

Additionally, combustion 

emissions from 

construction equipment 

would be expected. 

 

Permanent:  Once 

constructed, increased 

lane width and paved 

shoulders would limit the 

amount of track-on/carry-

on materials subject to re-

entrainment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with MDT 

Standard Specification 107, the 

contractor would be required to 

adhere to applicable air quality 

rules and regulations, which 

may require the use of dust 

suppression and emission 

control measures to minimize 

short-term construction-related 

impacts. 

 

Additionally, the Contractor 

would be required to re-

vegetate disturbed areas as 

described above. 

Additional impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, FHWA 

WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, as 

well as any proposed 

subdivisions in the project 

area, would result in similar 

short-term, construction-

related impacts on air quality.  

However, these construction 

activities are not expected to 

occur at the same time as the 

proposed project.  As such, 

no cumulative impacts are 

expected. 

Not significant.  All anticipated 

adverse impacts are localized 

temporary, construction-related 

impacts.  With proper controls, 

these impacts are expected to be 

minimal. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Water Quality There are three 

perennial 

tributaries within 

the project limits: 

Pipe Creek, Noisy 

Creek and Blue 

Creek.  Pipe Creek 

is the only stream 

that crosses 

Secondary 567.  

Pipe Creek is a 

typical cold-water 

mountain stream 

with low sinuousity 

and a cobble/gravel 

substrate.  Pipe 

Creek has not been 

identified as an 

impaired 

waterbody under 

the state‟s 303(d) 

list and as such, 

meets water quality 

standards. 

Temporary:  Temporary, 

construction-related 

impacts to water quality 

include increased 

potential for erosion, 

reduced slope stability, 

storm water runoff, and 

increased turbidity 

resulting from the 

disturbance of waterway 

bottoms and re-

suspension of existing 

sediments in the water 

column. 

 

Permanent:  A small 

increase of impervious 

surface area through 

roadway widening is 

expected, resulting in 

increased runoff. 

 

Additionally, removal of 

trees adjacent to Pipe 

Creek could potentially 

increase water 

temperature. 

In accordance with MDT 

Standard Specifications 107 

and 208, the contractor would 

be required to adhere to 

applicable water quality rules, 

regulations, and permit 

conditions. 

 

Erosion and sediment control(s) 

would be required as necessary 

to minimize damage to the 

highway and adjacent 

properties and abate pollution 

of surface and ground water 

resources.  Routine site 

monitoring would be conducted 

as necessary to ensure all 

pollution control measures are 

installed, maintained, and 

functioning correctly. 

 

If practicable, direct drainage of 

bridge deck runoff would be 

eliminated. 

 

Tree clearing adjacent to 

streams would be limited to the 

minimum amount necessary to 

construct the project. 

Additional impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, FHWA 

WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, as 

well as any proposed 

subdivisions in the project 

area, would result in similar 

short-term, construction-

related impacts on water 

quality.  However, these 

construction activities are not 

expected to occur at the same 

time as the proposed project. 

 

Tree clearing associated with 

MDT‟s corridor 

improvements that are 

adjacent to streams would be 

limited to the minimum 

amount necessary to 

construct the projects and 

provide the necessary clear 

zones.  MDT‟s corridor 

improvements, FHWA 

WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, as 

well as any proposed 

subdivisions in the project 

area, would likely result in 

further increases of 

impervious surface, resulting 

in increased runoff. 

Not Significant.  Temporary, 

construction-related impacts to 

water quality are expected to be 

minimal.  Appropriate 

implementation of water pollution 

control measures would protect 

water quality. 

Though some loss of trees 

adjacent to Pipe Creek may occur, 

this loss is considered minor 

when compared to the number of 

trees adjacent to the creek.  It is 

not expected that this minor 

amount of tree removal would 

increase the temperature of Pipe 

Creek appreciably. 

 

Although it is anticipated that 

there will be a small increase in 

impervious surface, and resulting 

runoff, with this project as well as 

future actions, this increase is 

limited to a small percentage of 

the overall land in the corridor 

vicinity.  Therefore, only 

negligible increases of runoff 

would be expected. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Floodplains All of Pipe Creek 

is a FEMA-

delineated 

floodplain. 

Permanent: No 

encroachments of the 

highway are expected to 

occur. 

All stream crossings would be 

designed in accordance with 23 

CFR 650 Subpart A and in 

coordination with the 

appropriate regulatory agencies. 

Additional encroachments 

from construction of MDT‟s 

two future corridor 

improvements would be 

designed in accordance with 

23 CFR 650 Subpart A and in 

coordination with the 

appropriate regulatory 

agencies. 

Not Significant.  No 

encroachments are expected to 

occur  As such, impacts to 

floodplains are expected to be 

minor. 

Wild and 

Scenic Rivers 

There are no wild 

or scenic rivers 

located within the 

project area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No impacts 

anticipated. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Wetlands Fringe wetlands 

occur along Pipe 

Creek and its 

tributaries.  These 

wetlands vary in 

size from 1-2‟ wide 

up to 

approximately 

twice the width of 

the creek (40-50‟).  

Common wetland 

species noted 

include alder, red-

osier dogwood, 

willow, horsetail, 

and reed canary 

grass. 

 

Although formal 

wetland 

assessments and 

delineations have 

not yet occurred, it 

is presumed that 

these wetlands 

would be rated 

moderate to high 

given the presence 

of Bull Trout in the 

drainage and high 

wildlife values in 

the corridor. 

Permanent: 

Based on visual estimates, 

approximately 2.0 acres 

of wetlands may be 

impacted with this 

project.  The exact area of 

impact will be determined 

once formal wetland 

delineations have 

occurred. 

Impacts to wetlands would be 

avoided and minimized to the 

maximum extent practicable, 

including consideration of 

design exceptions. 

 

For unavoidable wetland 

impacts, mitigation would be 

provided in accordance with 

Executive Order #11990 and 

the US Army Corps of 

Engineers Clean Water Act 

permit requirements.  

Appropriate monitoring would 

be conducted to ensure that any 

wetland mitigation site 

functions as intended. 

Additional wetland impacts 

are likely from construction 

of MDT‟s two future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, as the 

highway is located adjacent 

to Pipe Creek for much of its 

length.  Depending on the 

location of proposed 

subdivisions, additional 

wetlands impacts may also 

occur as a result of proposed 

development activities. 

Not Significant.  Although some 

wetland impacts are anticipated as 

a result of the proposed project, as 

well as from future roadway 

improvements and subdivision 

development, these impacts 

would be avoided and minimized 

to the maximum extent 

practicable throughout the project 

corridor.  These avoidance and 

minimization measures would be 

necessary in order to comply with 

both the US Army Corps of 

Engineers Clean Water Act 

regulations, and also as a result of 

coordination with the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service to minimize 

impacts to Bull Trout, a 

threatened species.  For 

unavoidable impacts, mitigation 

would be provided within the 

same watershed so that no net 

loss of wetlands would occur.  

Numerous small wetland potholes 

and lakes are supported within the 

Pipe Creek drainage, including 

Rainbow Lake, Loon Lake, Rice 

Lake, and Tom Poole Lake that 

are not anticipated to be 

impacted.  When viewed on a 

watershed basis, anticipated 

impacts are expected to be minor. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Fish and 

Wildlife 

Evidence of white-

tailed deer, elk, 

moose, black bears, 

red squirrels and 

chipmunks have 

been observed in 

habitats 

immediately 

adjacent to the 

roadway.  Bushy-

tailed woodrat 

activity was also 

noted underneath 

the Pipe Creek 

Bridge just south of 

the entrance to 

Timberlane 

Campground. 

 

Eleven species of 

concern have been 

identified as 

potentially 

occurring in the 

project area.  These 

species include: 

Bald Eagle, 

Peregrine Falcon, 

Flammulated Owl, 

Black-backed 

Woodpecker, 

Townsend‟s big-

eared bat, fisher, , 

western toad, 

Temporary:  Short-term, 

construction related 

impacts to fish and 

wildlife are expected, 

including displacement of 

wildlife, migratory birds, 

and aquatic species from 

human-related 

disturbance.  Wildlife 

mortality for individuals 

with limited mobility 

and/or those that could be 

occupying burrows or 

nests at the time of 

construction may occur. 

 

Permanent:  The 

distance to cover for 

animals crossing the road 

is expected to increase 

due to a widened 

roadway. 

As necessary, distractive 

measures would be used on the 

underside of the bridge. 

 

Additionally, tree clearing 

would be minimized to the 

maximum extent practicable in 

order to shorten the distance to 

cover for wildlife. 

Additional impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, FHWA 

WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, as 

well as any proposed 

subdivisions in the project 

area, would result in similar 

short-term, construction-

related impacts to fish and 

wildlife.  However, these 

construction activities are not 

expected to occur at the same 

time as the proposed project. 

 

Two additional wildlife 

habitat linkage zones have 

been identified at 

approximate RP 14.2 to 16.5 

and RP 17.7 to 20.1.  MDT‟s 

two future corridor 

improvements would also 

result in an increased 

distance to cover at these 

locations due to a widened 

roadway width. 

Not Significant.  Temporary, 

construction-related impacts to 

fish and wildlife are expected to 

be minimal.   

 

Although the distance to cover for 

animals crossing the road is 

expected to increase as a result of 

this project and MDT‟s two future 

corridor improvements, the 

anticipated increase in road width 

is small at approximately 4 feet. 
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Coeur d‟Alene 

Salamander, torrent 

sculpin, and 

westslope cutthroat 

trout.  

 

Additionally, one 

potential wildlife 

habitat linkage 

zone has been 

identified at 

approximate RP 8-

11. 
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Threatened and 

Endangered 

(T&E) Species 

There are four 

listed T&E species 

in the project area: 

Grizzly Bear 

(threatened), Bull 

Trout (threatened), 

Lynx (threatened), 

and Gray Wolves 

(endangered); and 

one candidate 

species (North 

American 

Wolverine). 

The project is 

located within 

known Grizzly 

Bear habitat.  

However, the 

project is outside of 

the Cabinet Yaak 

Recovery Zone and 

its associated Bear 

Management Units 

(BMUs).  Research 

has shown that the 

lower areas of Pipe 

Creek drainage, 

from approximate 

RP 6.1 to RP 17, 

are not frequently 

visited by bears.  

Typically, female 

Temporary:  Short-term, 

construction related 

impacts to fish and 

wildlife are expected, as 

described above. 

 

Permanent:  It is not 

expected that the 

proposed project would 

jeopardize the continued 

existence of the 

Wolverine.  The proposed 

project may affect Canada 

Lynx, Gray Wolves, 

Grizzly Bears and Bull 

trout.  As such, formal 

consultation with the 

USFWS may be required 

under the Endangered 

Species Act.  The need for 

consultation will be 

evaluated as the project 

design progresses and the 

environmental document 

will be re-evaluated as 

necessary to ensure the 

proper level of 

documentation has been 

provided. 

 

Potential effects to these 

species include increased 

distance to cover due to 

roadway widening and 

Tree clearing would be 

minimized to the maximum 

extent practicable in order to 

shorten the distance to cover for 

wildlife and provide shade 

along Pipe Creek.  The distance 

to cover would not exceed 600 

feet, the current management 

recommendation to ensure 

adequate distribution of bears 

across the ecosystem. 

 

The project would be designed 

so that traffic volumes stay well 

below 2,000 vehicles per day, a 

threshold identified as 

problematic to wildlife habitat, 

contributing to wildlife 

fragmentation and mortality. 

 

The use of 6” pavement striping 

would be incorporated into the 

design in order to make the 

road appear narrower, thereby 

helping to reduce driving 

speeds. 

Additional impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project,  

would result in similar short-

term, construction-related 

impacts to fish and wildlife.  

However, these construction 

activities are not expected to 

occur at the same time as the 

proposed project. 

 

MDT‟s two future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project,  

would also result in an 

increased distance to cover 

due to a widened roadway 

width. 

 

Research has shown that the 

upper areas of Pipe Creek 

drainage (RP 17 +) are within 

the home ranges for several 

Grizzly Bears.  As such, the 

road width proposed for this 

section of the corridor would 

be 22 feet, instead of 24 feet. 

Not Significant.  Temporary, 

construction-related impacts to 

fish and wildlife are expected to 

be minimal. 

 

Although the distance to cover for 

animals crossing the road is 

expected to increase as a result of 

this project, as well as MDT‟s 

two future corridor improvements 

and FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, this 

increase is not anticipated to be 

an impediment to wildlife 

movements due to low traffic 

volumes and speeds.  Similar 

mitigation measures have been 

implemented on past MDT 

projects involving grizzly bear 

linkage zones (Missoula County 

Line North and Bull Lake South), 

which did not result in any known 

conflicts with grizzly bears.  A 

review of past (1982-2009) bear 

mortalities in the area indicates 

that none of the known mortalities 

in the Cabinet Yaak Recovery 

Zone have been the result of 

grizzly bear vehicle collision. 

Additionally, although some loss 

of trees adjacent to Pipe Creek 

may occur, this loss is considered 

minor when compared to the 

number of trees adjacent to the 
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grizzly bears and 

cubs will not cross 

roadways and 

instead use the 

roadway as a 

boundary edge for 

home ranges. 

 

Bull trout reside 

throughout the Pipe 

Creek drainage, 

which provides 

spawning and 

rearing habitat for 

this species.  In this 

area, Pipe Creek is 

considered core 

habitat for the Bull 

Trout. 

Canada Lynx 

prefer high 

elevation forest 

habitat,  In the 

Northern Rocky 

Mountains, 

occurrences 

typically occur in 

elevations ranging 

from 4,920 feet to 

6,560 feet.  The 

nearest suitable 

habitat in the 

clearing.  The proposed 

project would not result in 

a net decrease in “Core 

Area” within the recovery 

zone. 

 

Additionally, safer 

roadway conditions could 

result in changed driver 

behavior, such as 

increased driving speeds 

with a greater potential 

for wildlife impediment. 

 

Removal of trees adjacent 

to Pipe Creek could 

potentially increase water 

temperature, affecting 

Bull trout critical habitat, 

a cold water species.  

Impacts to wetlands are 

not expected to effect the 

core habitat present in the 

Pipe Creek drainage. 

creek.  It is not expected that this 

minor amount of tree removal 

would increase the temperature of 

Pipe Creek appreciably, and 

thereby adversely affect Bull 

trout.  Past MDT projects that 

have had greater impacts to bull 

trout core habitat via bridge 

replacement (Morrell Creek and 

Goat Creek) have not resulted in 

any known issues.  Additionally,  

review of the USFWS‟s opinion 

on the Rock Creek Mine project 

indicates that although the effects 

of that project would reduce the 

function level of the bull trout 

critical habitat, those impacts 

would not appreciably reduce the 

recovery or survival of bull trout.  

MDT‟s proposed project is not 

anticipated to have as extensive of 

impacts as those associated with 

the Rock Creek Mine project. 

 

Although it is desired to complete 

formal ESA consultation prior to 

approval of the environmental 

document, project delivery 

necessitates an expedited review.  

The current funding schedule 

shows the proposed project as 

deliverable in 2012.  If project 

development activities are 

delayed, the proposed project 
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project area is the  

adjacent higher 

elevation 

mountains 

surrounding the 

Pipe Creek valley 

bottom.  Lynx are 

considered 

infrequent 

transients in this 

area as they move 

between suitable 

habitats.  There is 

no designated lynx 

critical habitat 

within the 

proposed area.  

The gray wolf has 

been removed and 

re-listed from the 

threatened and 

endangered species 

list several times.  

On April 15, 2011, 

the 2011 Budget 

Bill was signed by 

the President 

requiring the 

Secretary of the 

Interior to reissue 

the Service‟s 2009 

delisting rule 

would be unfunded and pushed 

out to 2015 or beyond.  It is 

expected that a Biological 

Assessment will be completed in 

the fall 2011.  Based on the work 

that was done in the Corridor 

Planning Study, it is not expected 

that the anticipated impacts will 

rise to a level of significance, 

necessitating a higher level of 

environmental review.  As 

documented in the Study Report, 

the USFWS emphasized that 

driver speeds and ADT were 

more likely to result in a „take” of 

Grizzly Bears, than an additional 

2-4 feet of pavement to cross. 

 

Given these conclusions and the 

trends from other completed 

consultations, the anticipated 

results of the possible formal 

consultation are predictable.  As 

such, the risk associated with 

proceeding with NEPA approval 

prior to the completion of Section 

7 consultation is minimized. 
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within 60 days, 

with immunity 

from legal 

challenge. 

The wolverine is 

now a USFWS 

Candidate species 

and is known to 

occur in the general 

project vicinity. 

Utilities and 

Railroads 

Power along Pipe 

Creek Road is 

provided by the 

Flathead Electric 

Company.  The 

power extends 

from Libby to the 

Timberlane 

Campground (RP 

7.6), with the poles 

located outside of 

the clear zone.  The 

remainder of the 

project length is 

not serviced with 

power. 

 

Telephone service 

along Pipe Creek 

Road is provided 

by Frontier 

Communications 

Temporary:  Few, if any, 

impacts to utilities are 

expected.  A temporary 

interruption of service 

may occur if relocation of 

lines becomes necessary. 

Coordination with utility 

companies would occur as 

necessary.  Notification of 

service interruption due to 

relocation would be the 

responsibility of the appropriate 

utility line owner. 

No utility conflicts are 

anticipated as a result of 

other proposed projects in the 

area.  Power and telephone 

service does not extend past 

RP 7.6. 

Not Significant.  Few, if any 

impacts, are anticipated.  If 

impacts do occur, they are 

expected to be short-term, 

construction related impacts that 

would be coordinated with the 

appropriate entities. 
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up to Blue 

Mountain Road at 

RP 6.9. 

No railroad 

involvement is 

anticipated. 

Hazardous 

Materials 

The Libby area is 

of general concern 

due to asbestos 

contamination from 

the former 

vermiculite mine.  

A significant 

amount of 

sampling has been 

conducted in order 

to identify the areas 

of concern.  

Asbestos has been 

found in tree bark 

extending radially 

out from the former 

mine.  Based on the 

distance from the 

former mine and 

the prevailing wind 

direction, it is not 

anticipated that 

asbestos would be 

encountered in tree 

bark during 

construction of the 

project. 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No impacts 

anticipated. 
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Visual 

Resources 

The majority of the 

project is located 

within the 

Kootenai National 

Forest, where the 

adjacent rural 

terrain is 

mountainous and 

heavily forested.  

The landscape is a 

mosaic of 

undisturbed mature 

forest and 

regeneration stands 

of varying ages and 

composition. 

 

The road follows 

the course of Pipe 

Creek along most 

of the project and 

has no pavement 

marking on the 

existing surface. 

Temporary: Some short-

term, localized visual 

impacts are anticipated as 

a result of construction 

activities. 

 

Permanent:  In areas of 

slope instability, 

especially the horizontal 

reconstruction segments 

at RP 8.0 and RP 10.8 to 

11.1, the proposed project 

would include slope 

stabilization and rockfall 

mitigation techniques, 

such as rockfall mesh, 

anchors, catchment 

ditches, or barrier rail.  

These mitigation 

measures would be visible 

from the roadway. 

 

In addition, the proposed 

project would include 

pavement markings in 

order to improve the 

safety conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contractor would be 

required to re-vegetate 

disturbed areas as described 

above. 

 

No additional mitigation or 

monitoring is proposed. 

Additional impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor improvements 

, as well as FHWA WFL‟s 

proposed reconstruction 

project, would result in 

similar short-term, 

construction-related impacts.  

However, these construction 

activities are not expected to 

occur at the same time as the 

proposed project. 

 

Additional stabilization and 

rockfall mitigation 

techniques are likely required 

for construction of the 

proposed corridor 

improvements, as well as 

pavement markings along the 

roadway.   

Not Significant.   

Although short-term, construction 

related impacts are anticipated, 

these impacts are considered 

minor.  The proposed project 

would follow the existing 

roadway for most of its length.  

All disturbed areas would be re-

vegetated. 

 

Although there would be some 

permanent visual impacts 

associated with the proposed 

project, as well as future 

construction of the proposed 

corridor improvements, these 

impacts would be limited to the 

roadway and adjacent right-of-

way.  The proposed stabilization 

and rockfall mitigation measures 

are not expected to block views of 

the surrounding terrain. 
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Noise The majority of the 

project is located 

within the 

Kootenai National 

Forest, where the 

adjacent rural 

terrain is 

mountainous and 

heavily forested. 

 

Although seven 

short sections of 

reconstruction 

would occur, these 

changes are not 

considered 

„significant‟ 

changes to the 

alignment.  As 

such, this project is 

not a Type 1 

project under 23 

CFR Part 772. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temporary:  Short-term, 

localized noise impacts 

are anticipated from the 

construction equipment. 

 

Permanent:  No 

receptors have been 

identified in the project 

area.  Given the low 

design year ADT of 320, 

no long-term, appreciable 

increase in noise 

associated with the 

proposed project is 

expected to occur. 

In accordance with MDT 

Standard Specifications 107, 

the contractor would be 

required to comply with 

applicable laws and regulations 

regarding noise pollution. 

 

Any noise-related complaints 

would be investigated and 

resolved as appropriate. 

Additional short-term, 

localized noise impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor improvements 

, as well as FHWA WFL‟s 

proposed reconstruction 

project, are expected.  

However, these construction 

activities are not expected to 

occur at the same time as the 

proposed project. 

 

Given the low design year 

ADT anticipated for the 

proposed corridor 

improvements, no long-term 

appreciable increase in noise 

would be expected. 

Not Significant.  Although short-

term, construction related impacts 

are anticipated, these impacts are 

considered minor.  Compliance 

with noise pollution laws and 

regulations would be required as 

part of the contract.  No 

appreciable long-term increases in 

noise is expected. 
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Land Use The existing road is 

located mostly on 

Forest Service 

property, with a 

few sections of 

roadway located on 

private property.  

The primary uses 

of federal lands 

include wildlife 

preservation, 

tourism and 

recreation, and 

timber production. 

Permanent:  Although 

some right-of-way 

acquisition is anticipated 

along the project corridor 

in order to accommodate 

an increased roadway 

width, it is not expected 

that this acquisition would 

result in any changes to 

the surrounding land use.  

Given the limited capacity 

of the roadway and Forest 

Service ownership of the 

surrounding area, it is not 

expected that this project 

would induce growth. 

No mitigation or monitoring is 

proposed. 

Minor additional impacts 

from construction of MDT‟s 

two future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project,  

would be expected in order to 

accommodate an increased 

roadway width.  However, 

these impacts are not 

expected to change the 

surrounding land use in the 

project area or induce 

growth. 

 

Some residential 

development is possible on 

land controlled by Plum 

Creek Timber Company, 

resulting in a change in land 

use from timber production 

to residential use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Significant.  The proposed 

project is not anticipated to 

induce any changes to the 

surrounding land use.   
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Locally-

Adopted Plans, 

Policies, and 

Controls 

Lincoln County 

adopted a growth 

policy in June 

2009.  Although 

the proposed 

project would 

improve access 

along the roadway, 

it is not anticipated 

that the 

improvements 

would induce 

growth in the area. 

 

The Kootenai 

National Forest is 

currently revising 

the Forest 

Management Plan, 

which determines 

allowable uses on 

Forest Service 

owned property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No impacts are 

anticipated.  The proposed project 

would not induce growth, nor 

promote changes in land use.  No 

conflicts with the plans have been 

identified. 
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Publicly-

owned 

Parklands and 

Recreation 

Areas, 

including 

Section 4(f) 

and Section 

6(f) Properties 

Publicly-owned 

recreation areas in 

or adjacent to the 

project area include 

Timberlane 

Campground and 

Timberlane Cross-

Country Ski Loop.  

These areas are 

protected under 

Section 4(f) of the 

1966 US 

Department of 

Transportation Act. 

 

Additional 4(f) 

properties include 

the historic 

properties eligible 

for listing on the 

National Register, 

as listed above. 

 

No Section 6(f) 

properties have 

been identified in 

the project area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temporary:  Short-term, 

construction-related 

impacts are anticipated as 

access to these 

recreational areas may be 

temporarily impeded. 

 

Permanent:  Some right-

of-way acquisition along 

the entrance to these sites 

would be required. This 

impact would be 

considered a „de minimis‟ 

impact under Section 4(f) 

of the 1966 US 

Department of 

Transportation Act 

requirements. 

 

Impacts to the identified 

properties would be avoided 

and minimized to the maximum 

extent practicable.  Access to 

these sites would be 

perpetuated.  

As documented in the 

Corridor Study Report, many 

trails and camping areas are 

present along the project 

corridor.  Additional short-

term impacts from 

construction of the proposed 

corridor improvements, as 

well as FHWA WFL‟s 

proposed reconstruction 

project, would be expected.  

However, these construction 

activities are not expected to 

occur at the same time as the 

proposed project. 

Not Significant.  Although short-

term, construction related impacts 

are anticipated, these impacts are 

considered minor.  Right-of-way 

acquisition would be limited to 

the minimum amount necessary 

to allow for an increased roadway 

width.  All possible planning to 

minimize harm to the 4(f) 

property would be conducted. 
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Recreational 

Opportunities 

Pipe Creek Road is 

used year-round for 

recreational 

opportunities.  

Generally, during 

non-winter months, 

campers, bikers, 

hikers, and hunters 

travel the road.  

During the winter 

months, the road is 

used by skiers, 

snowmobile riders, 

and snow-shoe 

hikers.  The Turner 

Ski area, operated 

by KWS, is located 

on Forest Service 

lands in the project 

area.  Two local 

community biking 

events occur every 

summer – the 

STOKER bicycle 

tour and the Turner 

Burner, which is a 

mountain biking 

race at Turner 

Mountain Ski 

Resort.  The 

STOKER tour uses 

Pipe Creek Road 

between Libby and 

Yaak. 

Temporary:  Short-term, 

construction-related 

impacts are anticipated as 

access to recreational 

areas may be temporarily 

impeded. 

 

Permanent:  No 

permanent impacts to 

recreational opportunities 

are expected. 

Coordination with the sponsors 

of the annual STOKER bicycle 

tour may be required, 

depending on the construction 

timeframe. 

 

In addition, MDT, in 

coordination with the Forest 

Service, is exploring the 

possibility of providing 

turnouts and/or parking areas at 

several trailheads in order to 

accommodate the extensive 

snowmobile use in the area. 

Additional short-term 

impacts from construction of 

MDT‟s two future corridor 

improvements would be 

anticipated as access to 

recreational areas may be 

temporarily impeded.  

However, these construction 

activities are not expected to 

occur at the same time as the 

proposed project. 

Not Significant.  Access to 

recreational areas would be 

maintained during construction to 

the maximum extent practicable.  

Coordination with the sponsors of 

the annual STOKER bicycle tour 

would occur should any conflicts 

with the construction schedule 

occur. 
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Right-of-Way 

Acquisition 

and 

Relocations 

The existing road is 

located mostly on 

Forest Service 

property, with a 

few sections of the 

roadway located on 

private property. 

Temporary:  

Construction easements 

may be required. 

Permanent:  In order to 

accommodate an 

increased roadway width, 

new right-of-way 

acquisition would be 

required on both sides of 

the highway along the 

entire length of the 

project, as well as areas of 

reconstruction.   

No relocations are 

anticipated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design exceptions would be 

considered in order to reduce 

right-of-way impacts. 

 

Additionally, the proposed 

project would be developed in 

accordance with both the 

Uniform Relocation assistance 

and Real Property Acquisition 

Act of 1970, and the Uniform 

Relocation Act Amendments of 

1987. 

Additional right-of-way 

acquisition would be required 

for construction MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project,.  This 

right-of-way acquisition 

would also be developed in 

accordance with both the 

Uniform Relocation 

assistance and Real Property 

Acquisition Act of 1970, and 

the Uniform Relocation Act 

Amendments of 1987. 

Not Significant.  Right-of-way 

acquisition would be limited to 

the minimum amount necessary 

to construct the proposed project.  

This right-of-way acquisition 

would only be necessary in order 

to allow for an increased roadway 

width, as well as areas of 

reconstruction. 
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Environmental 

Justice 

The majority of the 

project corridor is 

devoid of 

residences.  With 

the exception of 

four short 

reconstruction 

sections , the 

proposed project 

follows the existing 

horizontal 

alignment.  Right-

of-way acquisition 

would be uniform 

throughout, with 

the majority of 

acquisition and/or 

easements required 

from the Forest 

Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No 

disproportionate impacts to 

minority and/or low-income 

persons are anticipated. 
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Social Pipe Creek Road is 

the most direct 

access for 

emergency services 

to the Yaak.  

During winter 

months, the 

emergency 

response route 

between Yaak and 

Libby can be 

challenging.  As a 

result, emergency 

vehicles will 

sometimes access 

Yaak from Troy if 

an incident is in or 

near the Turner 

Mountain Ski area 

or if Pipe Creek 

Road is not 

maintained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permanent:  The 

proposed project involves 

widening of the roadway 

with allowances for snow 

storage.  Combined with 

the proposed safety 

enhancements, access 

along this roadway would 

be improved. 

No mitigation or monitoring is 

proposed. 

Construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project,  

would result in greater access 

and safety improvements 

along the highway. 

Not Significant.  No adverse 

impacts are anticipated. 



May 17, 2011  11 km North of Libby-North  

Kevin L. McLaury  STPS 567-1(4)6 

Page 29 of 33  CN 4789 000 

 

Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Changes in 

Grade and 

Traffic 

Patterns 

There are several 

Forest Service 

Roads within the 

project area that 

intersect Pipe 

Creek Road. 

Temporary:  Minor, 

short-term temporary 

inconveniences to the 

traveling public, including 

occasional increased 

travel times, detours, and 

temporary closures would 

be expected during 

construction of the 

project. 

 

Permanent:  Some of the 

approaches may be 

realigned in order to 

improve the angle of 

intersection with the 

highway.  This 

realignment would 

improve sight distances 

for traffic entering the 

highway and would 

improve turning 

movements at each 

approach. 

A traffic control plan would be 

developed in accordance with 

the Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices. 

Additional short-term, 

localized impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, are 

expected.  However, these 

construction activities would 

not occur at the same time as 

the proposed project. 

Not Significant.  Although short-

term localized impacts are 

anticipated from construction of 

the proposed project, a traffic 

control plan would be developed 

to ensure appropriate access is 

maintained and/or provided and 

delays are kept to a minimum. 

Pedestrian and 

Bicycle 

Facilities 

Aside from Forest 

Service trails, there 

are no pedestrian or 

bicycle facilities 

located or proposed 

along the project 

corridor. 

 

 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No impacts to 

Forest Service trails or facilities 

are anticipated. 
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1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Economic The top four 

employment 

sectors in Lincoln 

County include 

services, 

government 

enterprises, retail 

trade, and 

healthcare and 

social assistance 

industries.  The 

services sector, 

which includes 

trades, general 

services, 

transportation, and 

utilities, accounts 

for close to half of 

all employment.  

Temporary:  Short-term, 

beneficial impacts to the 

economy are anticipated 

from construction of the 

proposed project.  Local 

contractors would have an 

opportunity to bid on the 

project and/or offer 

services as sub-

contractors.  Additionally, 

the local economy may 

benefit by providing 

temporary housing and 

services to construction 

crews. 

 

Permanent:  No 

permanent, long term 

impacts are anticipated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No mitigation or monitoring is 

proposed. 

Additional short-term, 

beneficial impacts from 

construction of MDT‟s two 

future corridor 

improvements, as well as 

FHWA WFL‟s proposed 

reconstruction project, would 

be expected.  However, these 

construction activities would 

not occur at the same time as 

the proposed project. 

Not significant.  No adverse 

impacts are anticipated. 
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Resource Description
1
 

Potential Direct and 

Indirect Impacts 

Proposed Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Potential Cumulative 

Impacts 

Significance Determination and 

Reasoning 

Public 

controversy 

Members of the 

general public and 

resource agency 

staff were invited 

to participate in 

several Corridor 

Study meetings.  

Overall, the general 

public perception 

of the project, 

especially from the 

locals, appeared 

positive, with the 

majority in favor of 

the proposed 

rehabilitation of the 

roadway. 

N/A N/A N/A Not Significant.  No impacts 

anticipated. 
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 Doug Moeller  Missoula District Administrator 

 Paul Ferry, P.E.  Highways Engineer 

 Shane Stack, P.E.  Missoula District Preconstruction Engineer 

 Tom S. Martin, P.E. Environmental Services Bureau Chief 

 Heidy Bruner, P.E. ESB Engineering Section Supervisor 

 Susan Kilcrease  Missoula District Project Development Engineer 

 Pat Basting  Missoula District Biologist 

 Dan Ham   District Environmental Engineering Specialist 

 Suzy Price   Contract Plans Bureau Chief 

 Dave Jensen   Fiscal Programming Section Supervisor  

 Robert Stapley   Right-of-Way Bureau Chief 

 File   Environmental Services Bureau 

 Montana Legislative Branch Environmental Quality Council (EQC) 
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