
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR REVISION 
COAL AND URANIUM PROGRAM 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

COMPANY NAME:  Westmoreland Savage Corp       DATE:  October 26, 2012 

PERMIT# :    C1984002                           REVISION NO: MR48 

LOCATION: Savage Mine 

Type and Purpose of Action:

The operator has requested to change approximately three acres from the original soiling 
plan.  These are broken into two acres to be top-soiled only and one acre to not be soiled 
at all.  These acres have significant native vegetation established and the complete 
process of soiling, with both an A and B soil, will limit the ability of the existing 
vegetation to aid in reclamation.  The two acres receiving A soils are established with 
native perennials and the topsoil application will allow those plants to still act as positive 
root stock to aid in reclamation.  These acres will also be seeded and thus the native 
vegetation will simply aid in reclamation.  As this area is currently supporting native 
vegetation, the use of B soils will not be needed.  The one acre area receiving no soiling 
has healthy stands of deciduous trees that would be significantly impacted with the 
soiling process.  As these deciduous trees are a reclamation goal that has been more 
difficult for the mine to meet, removing them to establish suitable soils to plant natives 
into would be detrimental to reclamation. 

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures:   

Keeping the deciduous tree stands in place will provide improved wildlife habitat and 
meet reclamation goals that have been difficult to meet across the mine site.  In not 
soiling a B soil onto the other two acres, the operator will be able to reduce the amount of 
acres soiled and improve the soil balance.  

Alternative Actions:  

An alternative would be to soil these sites completely and prevent the existing vegetation 
from aiding in reclamation.  This would not reduce the number of acres to be soiled. 
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