
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR MINOR REVISION 
COAL AND URANIUM PROGRAM 

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

COMPANY NAME:  Westmoreland Savage Corp.  DATE:  December 10, 2012 

PERMIT#:    C1984002                           REVISION NO: 2012 Renewal RN6 

LOCATION: Savage Coal Mine 

Type and Purpose of Action:

Permit Renewal 

Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures:   

The renewal of the permit does not add any acreage or change in the current permit; 
however, due to persistent and unresolved arsenic concentrations at or above human 
health standards in spoil groundwater in the west half of section 27, Savage has placed 
this area into Temporary Cessation for the purpose of determining the cause and extent of 
elevated arsenic levels.  

The following stipulations will be placed on the renewal of the mine permit for the above 
stated arsenic issues: 

ARM 17.24.645: Within 45 days of permit renewal (January 24, 2013), the operator must 
submit a plan to DEQ to address the following: 

Delineation of the extents of Pust coal and groundwater in the Pust coal inside and 
adjacent to the southeast portion of the permit area. 
Installation of additional monitoring wells in spoil and coal inside and outside the 
permit area east and south of pits 3 and 4, to determine the extent of detectable 
arsenic in groundwater. 
Installation of additional groundwater monitoring wells in spoil east of Pit 2. 
Follow-up on recommendations in the KC Harvey arsenic investigation report to 
identify the source of arsenic concentrations above background in groundwater. 
Include a schedule for drilling, monitoring, and analysis. 



Alternative Actions:  

1.  DEQ would not renew the permit and cease all mining activities at this time. 

Prepared by:  Robert Smith    

Title: Permit Coordinator 

FC: 620.003 (RN6) 


