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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
Project Name:  Land Breaking of crested 
wheatgrass/smooth brome grass conservation 
reserve program acreage for conversion to 
dryland agriculture. State of Montana 
Lease Number 4016. 

 
Proposed Implementation Date: Spring 2012 

 
Proponent: Randy J. Cromwell, 90 Shannon Creek Rd,  Scobey, Montana 59263 
 
Type and Purpose of Action: Surface lessees, Randy J. Cromwell has made a written 
request for breaking of tame grass/alfalfa on former conservation reserve program 
acreage to the Glasgow Unit Office of the Department of Natural Resources & 
Conservation. The surface lessee has requested permission to break an estimated 239.4 
acres of crested wheatgrass/smooth brome grass formerly enrolled in the conservation 
reserve program. The land breaking would be a conversion from present use of tame grass 
to dryland agriculture for the purpose of growing small grain or pulse crops. The 
acreage would be reclassified from dryland hay to dryland agriculture for small grain 
or pulse crop production. 
 
Location: NW4, N2SW4, Section 13 Township 
37 North Range 47 East 

 
County: Daniels  

 
 
 

I.  PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
 
1.  PUBLI C I NVOLVEMENT,  AGENCI ES,  GROUPS OR 

I NDI VI DUALS CONTACTED:  Pr ovi de a br i ef  
chr onol ogy of  t he scopi ng and ongoi ng 
i nvol vement  f or  t hi s pr oj ect .  

 
Randy J.  Cr omwel l  t he sur f ace l essee has made a 
r equest  t o br eak 239. 4 acr es ( mor e or  l ess)  of  
cr est ed wheat gr ass/ smoot h br ome f or mer l y  
conser vat i on r eser ve pr ogr am acr eage on St at e 
l and Lease Number  239. 4. The r equest  was sent  t o 
t he Depar t ment  of  Nat ur al  Resour ces and 
Conser vat i on,  Gl asgow Uni t  Of f i ce f or  r evi ew 
and eval uat i on.  The r equest  wi l l  be r evi ewed 
per  Depar t ment  of  Nat ur al  Resour ces  and 
Conser vat i on l and br eaki ng cr i t er i a f or  al l  
l ands ot her  t han nat i ve sod.  The Gl asgow Uni t  
Of f i ce cont act ed t he f ol l owi ng gover nment  
agency f or  comment s:  Mont ana Fi sh Wi l dl i f e and 
Par ks,  Regi on 6.     

 
2.  OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCI ES WI TH 

JURI SDI CTI ON,  LI ST OF PERMI TS NEEDED:  

 
The ot her  gover nment  agenci es t hat  may have 
j ur i sdi ct i on f or  t hi s pr oj ect  ar e t he Uni t ed 
St at es Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e,  Far m Ser vi ce 
Agency and Uni t ed St at es Depar t ment  of  
Agr i cul t ur e,  Depar t ment  of  Nat ur al  Resour ces 
and Conser vat i on Ser vi ce.    

 
3.   ALTERNATI VES CONSI DERED:   

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Deny per mi ssi on t o t he 
sur f ace l essee t o br eak 239. 4 acr es of  f or mer  
t ame gr ass acr eage.  Under  t he no act i on 
al t er nat i ve t hi s acr eage woul d be cl assi f i ed as 
dr yl and hay pr oduct i on.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Gr ant  per mi ssi on t o t he 
sur f ace l essee t o br eak 239. 4 acr es of  t ame 



gr ass acr eage.  The new l and use wi l l  be dr yl and 
agr i cul t ur e t o pr oduce smal l  gr ai n & pul se 
cr ops.     
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 RESOURCE 

 
 POTENTI AL I MPACTS 
 

 
 
4.  GEOLOGY AND SOI L QUALI TY,  STABI LI TY AND 

MOI STURE:   Ar e f r agi l e,  compact i bl e or  
unst abl e soi l s pr esent ?  Ar e t her e unusual  
geol ogi c f eat ur es?  Ar e t her e speci al  
r ecl amat i on consi der at i ons? 

 
 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The soi l s on t he St at e 
l and wi l l  r emai n t he same and cont i nue t o 
pr oduce t ame gr ass veget at i on.  The ar ea wi l l  
cont i nue t o pr oduce veget at i on f or  
hayi ng/ l i vest ock  gr azi ng.   
  
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Thi s t ype of  pr oj ect  wi l l  
i mpact  t he soi l s t hat  ar e cur r ent l y pr oduci ng 
t ame gr ass/ al f al f a veget at i on.  The soi l s wi l l  
be br oken up f or  t he pur pose of  pr oduci ng 
dr yl and smal l  gr ai n and pul se cr ops.  The soi l  
t ype t hat  wi l l  be br oken f or  dr yl and 
agr i cul t ur e i s:  Wi l l i ams cl ay  l oam,  2 t o 8% 
sl opes.  The Wi l l i ams cl ay l oam i s sui t abl e f or  
dr yl and agr i cul t ur e.  Thi s soi l  t ype has 
moder at e hazar ds t o wi nd and wat er  er osi on.  
Wi l l i ams- Zahi l l  c l ay l oam,  2 t o 8% sl ope.  The 
Wi l l i ams- Zahi l l  l oam i s sui t abl e f or  dr yl and 
agr i cul t ur e.  Thi s soi l  t ype has moder at e 
hazar ds of  wat er  and wi nd er osi on.  The l essee 
wi l l  mi t i gat e i mpact s f or  t he hazar ds of  wi nd 
and wat er  er osi on.  Thr ough management  pr act i ces 
such as cont i nuous cr oppi ng and chemi cal  
f al l ow.  The onsi t e i nspect i on of  t hi s t r act  
showed no sal i ni t y  pr esent  i n t he t opsoi l  
pr of i l e.  The 239. 4 acr es r equest ed f or  br eaki ng 
wi l l  mai nt ai n cur r ent  soi l  qual i t i es and soi l  
st abi l i t y under  dr yl and agr i cul t ur e management .  
  
 
Mi t i gat i on:  Ther e wi l l  be ar eas of  t r act  t hat  
wi l l  be f l agged by Depar t ment al  per sonnel  and 
l ef t  i n per manent  veget at i ve cover .  The sur f ace 
l essee pl ans t o cont i nuous cr op or  chemi cal  
f al l ow t hi s acr eage.  The annual  st andi ng 
st ubbl e wi l l  mi t i gat e any t ype of  soi l  l oss 
f r om wi nd or  wat er  er osi on. . .       

 
5.  WATER QUALI TY,  QUANTI TY AND DI STRI BUTI ON:  

 Ar e i mpor t ant  sur f ace or  gr oundwat er  
r esour ces pr esent ? I s t her e pot ent i al  f or  
v i ol at i on of  ambi ent  wat er  qual i t y 
st andar ds,  dr i nki ng wat er  maxi mum 
cont ami nant  l evel s,  or  degr adat i on of  wat er  
qual i t y? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
annual  pr eci pi t at i on wi l l  be ut i l i zed by t he 
t ame gr ass pl ant  communi t y.  Ther e wi l l  be no 
i mpact s t o wat er  qual i t y,  quant i t y and 
di st r i but i on.  
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  al l ow t he 
sur f ace l essee t o expand hi s dr yl and 
agr i cul t ur e smal l  gr ai n and pul se cr op 
pr oduct i on.  The l and br eaki ng f or  smal l  gr ai n 
and pul se cr ops wi l l  not  use wat er  r esour ces ,  
ot her  t han t he wat er  associ at ed wi t h t he 
t opsoi l  f r om annual  pr eci pi t at i on.  
      

 
6.  AI R QUALI TY:   Wi l l  pol l ut ant s or  

par t i cul at e be pr oduced?  I s t he pr oj ect  
i nf l uenced by ai r  qual i t y r egul at i ons or  

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No i mpact s wi l l  occur  t o 
ai r  qual i t y under  t hi s al t er nat i ve.  
 



 
 I I .   I MPACTS ON THE PHYSI CAL ENVI RONMENT 

zones ( Cl ass I  ai r shed) ? Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The br eaki ng of  t he t ame 
gr ass acr eage f or  dr yl and agr i cul t ur e pur poses 
wi l l  have no i mpact s t o t he ai r  qual i t y of  t he 
St at e l and.    

 
7.  VEGETATI ON COVER,  QUANTI TY AND QUALI TY:   

Wi l l  veget at i ve communi t i es be per manent l y 
al t er ed?  Ar e any r ar e pl ant s or  cover  
t ypes pr esent ? 

 
 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
t he cur r ent  t ame gr ass pl ant  communi t y wi l l  
r emai n i nt act .   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The br eaki ng of  t he t ame 
gr ass pl ant  communi t y  wi l l  per manent l y  dest r oy 
t he cur r ent  pl ant  communi t y  on t he pr oj ect  
ar ea.  The t ame gr ass communi t y consi st i ng of  
cr est ed wheat gr ass / smoot h br ome gr ass.  The 
f or mer  conser vat i on r eser ve pr ogr am acr eage 
cont ai ns no known r ar e pl ant  speci es .  Thi s 
pl ant  communi t y i s cur r ent l y t ame 
gr ass/ al f al f a.    
 

 
8.  TERRESTRI AL,  AVI AN AND AQUATI C LI FE AND 

HABI TATS:   I s t her e subst ant i al  use of  t he 
ar ea by i mpor t ant  wi l dl i f e,  bi r ds or  f i sh?  

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The habi t at  t ypes 
associ at ed wi t h a t ame gr ass pl ant  communi t y 
wi l l  r emai n i nt act .   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Thi s t ype of  act i v i t y wi l l  
di st ur b t he habi t at  t ypes on t he St at e l and.  
The ar ea of  i mpact  i s a cr est ed 
wheat gr ass/ smoot h br ome pl ant  communi t y .  Thi s 
t ype of  t ame gr ass pl ant  communi t y  has l i mi t ed 
habi t at  r esour ces.  Ther e wi l l  be mi ni mal  
i mpact s t o t he wi l dl i f e and upl and bi r d 
r esour ces associ at ed wi t h t he St at e l and.  Ther e 
wi l l  be some ar eas of  t r act  t hat  wi l l  cont i nue 
t o pr oduce a t ame gr ass pl ant  communi t y .  The 
r emai ni ng t ame gr ass pl ant  communi t y wi l l  
pr ovi de some habi t at  r esour ces f or  song bi r ds,  
upl and game bi r ds ,  wat er f owl ,  and whi t et ai l  
deer .  Mont ana Fi sh Wi l dl i f e and Par ks wer e 
asked f or  t hei r  comment s concer ni ng t hi s 
pr oposal .  Mont ana Fi sh Wi l dl i f e and Par ks 
comment s ar e as f ol l ows:  I  am wr i t i ng t o 
comment  on t he r equest  t o br eak 239. 4 acr es of  
f or mer l y enr ol l ed Conser vat i on Reser ve Pr ogr am 
acr eage on DNRC l and i n Dani el s Count y.  Af t er  a 
r evi ew of  t hi s l ease l ocat i on,  i t  i s  c l ear  t hat  
t hi s st and of  CRP i s ol der  and has a pl ant  
communi t y t hat  i s hi ghl y domi nat ed by br ome 
gr ass.  MFWP i s not  opposed t o br eaki ng t he 
descr i bed l ands f or  smal l  gr ai n pr oduct i on and 
appr eci at es t he r eassur ance t hat  al l  
envi r onment al l y sensi t i ve dr ai nages wi l l  be 
l ef t  i n per manent  veget at i on.  MRWP i s awar e of  
t he di f f i cul t y t hat  l andowner s ar e havi ng when 
t r y i ng t o r e- enr ol l  t hei r  CRP par t i cul ar l y 
gi ven t he habi t at  t hat  t hese f i el ds can pr ovi de 
f or  nest i ng wat er f owl ,  songbi r ds and upl and 
bi r ds,  as wel l  as many ot her  smal l  mammal ,  
amphi bi an,  and r ept i l e speci es.  Thr ough our  
Upl and Game Bi r d Habi t at  Enhancement  Pr ogr am,  
MFWP wi l l  be of f er i ng a cost  shar i ng 
oppor t uni t y i n t he f or m of  a “ Seed Cost  Shar e”  
f or  t hose t hat  pl an t o enr ol l  i n CRP wi t h a 
hi gher  conser vat i on pr act i ce seed mi x,  such as 
a CP25.  By def aul t ,  a CP25 pr act i ce wi l l  gai n 
mor e EBI  poi nt s needed t o qual i f y f or  CRP,  but  
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can be mor e expensi ve;  hopef ul l y t hi s cost  
shar e oppor t uni t y wi l l  hel p of f - set  t hose 
addi t i onal  cost s.  As you know,  CRP t hat  has 
been newl y pl ant ed t o f or mer l y cr opped f i el ds 
can be some of  t he most  pr oduct i ve st ands.  I f  
you know of  l essees who woul d be i nt er est ed i n 
such an oppor t uni t y,  pl ease f eel  f r ee t o di r ect  
t hem t o cont act  our  r egi onal  of f i ce i n Gl asgow 
or  our  Upl and Game Bi r d Habi t at  Bi ol ogi st ,  Ryan 
Wi l l i amson at  406- 895- 2468.  Thank you f or  t he 
oppor t uni t y of  comment  on t hi s mat t er .  Mar k 
Sul l i van,  Regi on 6 Wi l dl i f e Manager .      

           
 
9.  UNI QUE,  ENDANGERED,  FRAGI LE OR LI MI TED 

ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES:   Ar e any f eder al l y 
l i s t ed t hr eat ened or  endanger ed speci es or  
i dent i f i ed habi t at  pr esent ?  Any wet l ands? 
 Sensi t i ve Speci es or  Speci es of  speci al  
concer n? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
t her e wi l l  be no change t o t he cur r ent  
envi r onment al  r esour ces  of  t ame gr ass hay 
l ands.  
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  ar ea cont ai ns 
no known uni que,  endanger ed,  f r agi l e or  l i mi t ed 
envi r onment al  r esour ces.  The pr oj ect  ar ea 
consi st s of  f l at  t o gent l y r ol l i ng t er r ai n,  
wi t h cr est ed wheat gr ass/ smoot h br ome gr ass 
veget at i on.  Al l  dr ai nages wi l l  be l ef t  i nt act  
f or  wat er  r unof f  er osi on cont r ol .   
 

 
10.  HI STORI CAL AND ARCHAEOLOGI CAL SI TES:   Ar e 

any hi st or i cal ,  ar chaeol ogi cal  or  
pal eont ol ogi cal  r esour ces pr esent ? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  ar ea has no 
known hi st or i cal  or  ar chaeol ogi cal  s i t es and 
exi st i ng st at us woul d r emai n.  
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Ther e ar e no known 
hi st or i cal  or  ar chaeol ogi cal  s i t es on t he 
pr oj ect  ar ea t hat  wi l l  be i mpact ed.  The pr oj ect  
ar ea was i nspect ed by Dan Dobl er ,  Land Use 
Speci al i st  f r om t he Mont ana Depar t ment  of  
Nat ur al  Resour ces and Conser vat i on,  Gl asgow 
Uni t  Of f i ce f or  ar chaeol ogi cal ,  hi st or i cal  and 
pal eont ol ogi cal  r esour ces.  Ther e wer e no 
hi st or i cal  or  ar chaeol ogi cal  s i t es i dent i f i ed 
dur i ng t he on- si t e i nspect i on.    
      

 
11.  AESTHETI CS:   I s t he pr oj ect  on a pr omi nent  

t opogr aphi c f eat ur e?  Wi l l  i t  be vi s i bl e 
f r om popul at ed or  sceni c ar eas?  Wi l l  t her e 
be excessi ve noi se or  l i ght ? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Ther e woul d be no 
i mpact s t hat  woul d occur  t o t he aest het i c 
val ues associ at ed wi t h t he St at e l and under  
t hi s al t er nat i ve.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  s i t e i s l ocat ed 
i n a r ur al  ar ea and i s  not  v i s i bl e t o t he 
gener al  publ i c  f r om a count y r oad.  The pr oj ect  
wi l l  have no i mpact s t o t he aest het i c val ues 
associ at ed wi t h t he St at e l and i nvol ved wi t h 
t hi s pr oj ect  or  ot her  sur r oundi ng l ands .  The 
aest het i c val ues of  t hi s ar ea f or  t he most  par t  
ar e dr yl and agr i cul t ur e pr oduci ng smal l  gr ai n 
and pul se cr ops.  Ther e ar e scat t er ed t ame 
gr ass/ nat i ve r angel ands and conser vat i on 
r eser ve pr ogr am acr eage i n t he vi c i ni t y of  t he 
pr oj ect  s i t e.   
   

 
12.  DEMANDS ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES OF 

LAND,  WATER,  AI R OR ENERGY:   Wi l l  t he 
pr oj ect  use r esour ces t hat  ar e l i mi t ed i n 
t he ar ea?  Ar e t her e ot her  act i v i t i es 
near by t hat  wi l l  af f ect  t he pr oj ect ? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Ther e wi l l  be no demands 
on envi r onment al  r esour ces of  l and,  wat er ,  ai r  
or  ener gy occur r i ng under  t hi s al t er nat i ve.  
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  pl ace no 
demands on envi r onment al  r esour ces of  l and,  
wat er ,  ai r  or  ener gy.  The near by act i v i t i es 
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occur r i ng on sur r oundi ng l ands ar e t he t i l l age 
of  dr yl and agr i cul t ur e acr eage f or  t he 
pr oduct i on of  smal l  gr ai n and pul se cr ops.  
Ther e ar e some scat t er ed ar eas wher e l i vest ock 
gr azi ng occur s.     
  

 
13.  OTHER ENVI RONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTI NENT TO 

THE AREA:  Ar e t her e ot her  st udi es,  pl ans or  
pr oj ect s on t hi s t r act ? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
t her e woul d be no changes t o exi st i ng pl ans,  
st udi es or  pr oj ect s t hat  t he Depar t ment  of  
Nat ur al  Resour ces and Conser vat i on may have 
occur r i ng on t he St at e l and.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The br eaki ng of  t he t ame 
gr ass veget at i on wi l l  not  i mpact  ot her  pr oj ect s 
or  pl ans t hat  t he Depar t ment  of  Nat ur al  
Resour ces and Conser vat i on may have occur r i ng 
on t hi s t r act  of  St at e l and.  
    

 
 
 I I I .   I MPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATI ON 
 
 RESOURCE 

 
 POTENTI AL I MPACTS AND MI TI GATI ON MEASURES 

 
14.  HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY:   Wi l l  t hi s 

pr oj ect  add t o heal t h and saf et y r i sks i n 
t he ar ea? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No human heal t h or  
saf et y r i sks woul d occur  under  t hi s al t er at i ve.  
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The br eaki ng of  t ame gr ass 
veget at i on f or  dr yl and smal l  gr ai n or  pul se 
cr op pr oduct i on has mi ni mal  human heal t h or  
saf et y r i sks.   
    

 
15.  I NDUSTRI AL,  COMMERCI AL AND AGRI CULTURAL 

ACTI VI TI ES AND PRODUCTI ON:   Wi l l  t he 
pr oj ect  add t o or  al t er  t hese act i v i t i es? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
t her e wi l l  be no changes t o cur r ent  agr i cul t ur e 
act i v i t i es.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  enhance 
t he sur f ace l essee’ s abi l i t y t o pr oduce  smal l  
gr ai n and pul se cr ops on hi s St at e l and l ease.  
The pr oduct i on of  dr yl and smal l  gr ai n and pul se 
cr ops wi l l  al so enhance t he r evenue gener at ed 
f or  t he School  Tr ust .  
  

 
16.  QUANTI TY AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF EMPLOYMENT:   

Wi l l  t he pr oj ect  cr eat e,  move or  el i mi nat e 
j obs?  I f  so,  est i mat ed number .  

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Ther e wi l l  be no i mpact s 
t o quant i t y and di st r i but i on of  empl oyment .   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  not  i mpact  
t he quant i t y and di st r i but i on of  empl oyment .  
The l and br eaki ng wi l l  be accompl i shed by t he 
sur f ace l essee or  hi s desi gnat ed hi r ed l abor  
f or ce.  
  

 
17.  LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX  

REVENUES:   Wi l l  t he pr oj ect  cr eat e or  
el i mi nat e t ax r evenue? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No l ocal  and st at e t ax 
base and t ax r evenues woul d be i mpact ed under  
t hi s al t er nat i ve.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  have no 
i mpact s on t he l ocal  or  st at e t ax base.   
 

 
18.  DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVI CES:   Wi l l  

subst ant i al  t r af f i c be added t o exi st i ng 
r oads?  Wi l l  ot her  ser vi ces ( f i r e 
pr ot ect i on,  pol i ce,  school s,  et c)  be 
needed? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
t her e wi l l  be no demands f or  gover nment  
ser vi ces.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  pl ace no 
demands f or  gover nment  ser vi ces.  



  
 
19.  LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVI RONMENTAL PLANS AND 

GOALS:   Ar e t her e St at e,  Count y,  Ci t y,  
USFS,  BLM,  Tr i bal ,  et c.  zoni ng or  
management  pl ans i n ef f ect ? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No i mpact s woul d occur  
t o t he l ocal l y adopt ed envi r onment al  pl ans or  
goal s under  t hi s al t er nat i ve.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve;  The pr oj ect  wi l l  not  i mpact  
l ocal l y adopt ed envi r onment al  pl ans and goal s.  
The Uni t ed St at es Depar t ment  of  Agr i cul t ur e 
agenci es ( Far m Ser vi ce Agency,  Nat ur al  
Resour ces and Conser vat i on Ser vi ce)  wi l l  r evi ew 
t hi s  l and br eaki ng r equest  by our  l essee.  The 
wr i t er  of  t hi s document  envi s i ons t hat  t hey 
wi l l  appr ove of  t he l and br eaki ng r equest  wi t h 
t her e speci f i c management  pl an of  oper at i on.    

 
20.  ACCESS TO AND QUALI TY OF RECREATI ONAL AND 

WI LDERNESS ACTI VI TI ES:   Ar e wi l der ness or  
r ecr eat i onal  ar eas near by or  accessed 
t hr ough t hi s t r act ?  I s t her e r ecr eat i onal  
pot ent i al  wi t hi n t he t r act ? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No i mpact s woul d occur  
t o access and qual i t y or  r ecr eat i on associ at ed 
wi t h t he St at e l and under  t hi s al t er nat i ve.  
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  ar ea has 
mi ni mal  r ecr eat i onal  val ues ( upl and bi r d 
hunt i ng)  i n i t s cur r ent  st at us .  The l and 
br eaki ng pr oj ect  wi l l  have mi ni mal  i mpact s t o 
t he r ecr eat i onal  val ues associ at ed wi t h t hi s 
t r act  of  st at e l and.  Ther e wi l l  be no i mpact s 
t o r ecr eat i onal  val ues on ot her  bor der i ng 
l ands.    
 

 
21.  DENSI TY AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF POPULATI ON AND 

HOUSI NG:   Wi l l  t he pr oj ect  add t o t he 
popul at i on and r equi r e addi t i onal  housi ng? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No i mpact s wi l l  occur  t o 
densi t y and di st r i but i on of  popul at i on and 
housi ng under  t hi s al t er nat i ve.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  not  i mpact  
t he densi t y and di st r i but i on of  t he popul at i on 
and housi ng on t hi s r ur al  ar ea.  
  

 
22.  SOCI AL STRUCTURES AND MORES:   I s some 

di sr upt i on of  nat i ve or  t r adi t i onal  
l i f est y l es or  communi t i es possi bl e? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve;  No i mpact s wi l l  occur  t o 
nat i ve or  t r adi t i onal  l i f est y l es or  communi t i es 
under  t hi s al t er nat i ve.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  not  i mpact  
t he soci al  st r uct ur es of  t he l ocal  communi t i es.  
   

 
23.  CULTURAL UNI QUENESS AND DI VERSI TY:  Wi l l  

t he act i on cause a shi f t  i n some uni que 
qual i t y of  t he ar ea? 

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  No i mpact s wi l l  occur  t o 
t he cul t ur al  uni queness and di ver si t y under  
t hi s al t er nat i ve.   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The pr oj ect  wi l l  not  i mpact  
t he cul t ur al  uni queness and di ver si t y of  t he 
St at e l and.  
   

 
24.  OTHER APPROPRI ATE SOCI AL AND ECONOMI C 

CI RCUMSTANCES:  

 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Under  t hi s al t er nat i ve 
t her e wi l l  be no soci al  or  economi c i mpact s 
t hat  woul d occur   
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The cumul at i ve af f ect s of  
t hi s  pr oj ect  pr ovi des economi c benef i t  t o t he 
sur f ace l essee and t he Depar t ment  of  Nat ur al  
Resour ces and Conser vat i on School  Tr ust  Fund.  
The dr yl and agr i cul t ur e acr eage on t he St at e 
l and wi l l  i ncr ease l essee’ s  annual  r evenue f r om 
hi s St at e l and l ease hol di ngs .  The Depar t ment  
of  Nat ur al  Resour ces  wi l l  see addi t i onal  
r evenue gener at ed f r om t hi s t r act  of  St at e l and 
f or  t he School  Tr ust .   
       



 
 
 
EA Checkl i st  Pr epar ed By:                    \ S\                                                 Dat e:  
  

Randy Di r kson    Land Use Speci al i st  
 

 
IV.  FINDING 
 
25.  ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 

   
 
No Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  The no act i on 
al t er nat i ve;  was not  sel ect ed by t he Gl asgow 
Uni t  Of f i ce,  Uni t  Manager .    
 
Act i on Al t er nat i ve:  Gr ant  wr i t t en per mi ssi on t o 
sur f ace l essee Randy J.  Cr owel l  t o br eak and 
est i mat ed 239. 4 acr es mor e or  l ess of  cr est ed 
wheat gr ass/ smoot h br ome gr ass veget at i on 
l ocat ed on t hi s t r act  of  St at e l and.  The 239. 4 
acr es wi l l  t hen be conver t ed t o dr yl and 
agr i cul t ur e f or  smal l  gr ai n and pul se cr op 
pr oduct i on.  The t ot al  amount  of  acr eage wi l l  be 
det er mi ned af t er  ar eas ar e f l agged t hat  wi l l  
not  be br oken f or  dr yl and agr i cul t ur al  
pr oduct i on.      
  
 
 

 
26.  SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: 

 
Action Alternative: The project will enhance the natural 
resources capabilities to produce dryland small grain and pulse 
crops on the State land. The land breaking project will increase 
revenue for the surface lessee and the State of Montana School 
Trust. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27.  Need for Further Environmental Analysis: 
 
     [  ] EIS      [  ] More Detailed EA      [ X] No Further Analysis 
 

 
EA Checklist Approved By:      R. Hoyt Richards, Glasgow Unit Manager, NELO          
                                    Name                             Title  
 
 
                                    /s/                                   4-4-12             Date:   
                                     Signature          


