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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
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II. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
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III. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered.  
Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resource heading.  
�����	������	��	��	���
��	
��	����������	��	���	�������	��	not present.

4. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTURE:
Consider the presence of fragile, compactable or unstable soils.  Identify unusual geologic features. Specify any special 
reclamation considerations.  Identify any cumulative impacts to soils.

This tract consists of mainly flat topography.  The below table outlines the soil types that will be broke. 

Slope Class T-Factor WEG Estimated 
WW Yield

Acres Section 

0-4% 3E 5 6 37 bu/acre 320.00 29

TOTAL 3E 320.00
TOTAL BREAK 320.00

Class 3 soils have severe limitations that restrict the choice of plants and require special conservation practices.
,)	��	��	
�?	@��)6���)!���)	
	����!��	
����)!A!
#� ��	������	-growing plant cover is maintained. The class 3E 
soils have an expected yield of 37 bu/acre for winter wheat and are susceptible to wind and water erosion.  These 
erosion concerns will be mitigated due to the residue produced not being destroyed by the utilization of no-till 
farming practices. Clearly, the majority of �)	���������)����
!���%		���0��B���!�#��
	!5�
	4 �
	%	���2

The last noted practice type was CP-10 which is for already established grass.  The reason for initial enrollment in 
CRP is for increased revenue and due to farming difficulties presented by the utilization of mechanical tillage 
which destroyed the resided produced by small grain production. 

C!�	�D�A	
&�+��!�!��!����������
�������!�����%%	��	#&�?State Lease #2141  N 1/2 T31N R2E  Toole 
County. MSCA has no direct information regarding this site, but the aerial photos do not indicate any salinity 
problems.@�<See attached E-mail)  

5.  WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: 
Identify important surface or groundwater resources.  Consider the potential for violation of ambient water quality
standards, drinking water maximum contaminant levels, or degradation of water quality. Identify cumulative effects to 
water resources.

There are no documented and/or recorded water rights associated with the tract. Other water quality and/or 
quantity issues will not be impacted by the proposed action. 

6.    AIR QUALITY:
What pollutants or particulate would be produced?  Identify air quality regulations or zones (e.g. Class I air shed) the 
project would influence.  Identify cumulative effects to air quality.

No cumulative effects to air quality are anticipated. 

7.   VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: 
What changes would the action cause to vegetative communities?  Consider rare plants or cover types that would be 
affected.  Identify cumulative effects to vegetation.

The existing vegetation is introduced species consisting of primarily crested wheatgrass and alfalfa. The tract was 
last farmed in 1988.  The vegetative community will be altered by the reclassification.  The conversion of CRP to 
small grain production will increase the overall productivity of the tract as the current grass stand has very low 
vigor.   

A review of Natural Heritage data through the NRIS was conducted and there were no plant species of concern 
noted or potential species of concern noted on the NRIS survey. 
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8. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS:  
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9. UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES:  
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13.  OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA:  
List other studies, plans or projects on this tract.  Determine cumulative impacts likely to occur as a result of current 
private, state or federal actions in the analysis area, and from future proposed state actions in the analysis area that are 
under MEPA review (scoped) or permitting review by any state agency.  

There are no other projects or plans being considered on the tract listed on this EA.

IV. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION
RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered.  
Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resource heading.  
�����	������	��	��	���
��	
��	����������	��	���	�������	��	���	��������

14. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
Identify any health and safety risks posed by the project.

The proposed project will not change human safety in the area. 

15. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION:   
Identify how the project would add to or alter these activities.

The reclassification of this to agricultural land will increase the vegetative productivity of this tract.  The estimated 
WW yield is 37 bu/acre.  37 bu/acre X $4.92/bu X 25% = $45.51/acre divided by 2 for 50/50 crop fallow equals 
$22.76/acre.  The current CRP payment is $35/acre at 42.85%, but will not be sustained due to the contract 
expiring.  The Common Schools trust would see an estimated return increase of $7.76/ac. In addition, the 
Common Schools trust will receive 25% of the FSA Direct Contract Payment (DCP). 

16. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT:  
Estimate the number of jobs the project would create, move or eliminate.  Identify cumulative effects to the employment 
market.

The proposed action will not significantly affect long-term employment in the surrounding communities. 

17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES:  
Estimate tax revenue the project would create or eliminate.  Identify cumulative effects to taxes and revenue.

The proposed action will increase the tax revenue due to the increased revenue generated in small grain 
production. 

18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES:  
Estimate increases in traffic and changes to traffic patterns.  What changes would be needed to fire protection, police, 
schools, etc.?  Identify cumulative effects of this and other projects on government services

There will be no increases in traffic, no changes in traffic patterns, and no need for additional fire protection, or 
police services.   

There will be no direct or cumulative effects on government services. 

19. LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS:  
List State, County, City, USFS, BLM, Tribal, and other zoning or management plans, and identify how they would affect 
this project.

The proposed action is in compliance with State and County laws.  No other management plans are in effect for 
the area. 

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES:  
Identify any wilderness or recreational areas nearby or access routes through this tract.  Determine the effects of the 
project on recreational potential within the tract.  Identify cumulative effects to recreational and wilderness activities.

This tract of state land is rural and generally has low recreational value.  This tract is legally accessible and the 
proposed action is not expected to impact general recreational and wilderness activities on this state tract.     
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21. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND HOUSING:  
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V.  FINDING
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25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED:
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